1. The competition will be open to the public and will start at 9 AM CST at Westminster College, on Friday, October 30, 2026.

2. First round participants will be chosen from Application Pool by August 1st. Each applicant must already operate or plan to operate their for profit business in Callaway County and has earned less than $150,000 in annual gross revenue as of July 1st, 2026.

3. Each presenter will have 10-minutes for presentation and 10-minutes for Q&A sessions. A panel of judges will evaluate the ideas. Presentation time will be strictly monitored.

4. Competitors will be notified of their presentation time a week before the competition. Family and friends are welcome to attend. Competitors may not attend other competitors' presentations until they have first presented.

5. Winner(s) will be announced immediately following the competition. 

6. Classes will be provided virtually and in pre-recorded sessions to assist in developing business plans and Pitch Deck. Pitch Deck expectations will be covered within classes.

7. Finalists will have the opportunity for one-on-one business coaching meetings with the Business Engagement Coordinator weekly to refine their pitch presentation and better understand the scoring criteria. Evening coaching will be available if needed.

8. Applications to participate in the competition must be received by Jamie Wallingford no later than Friday, July 31, 2026, by noon. 
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9. Participants will submit Pitch Recording during the week of October 5th-9th.

10. Finalists will be announced on October 16th. Finalists will be required to submit Final Pitch Deck to Jamie by 2 P.M. on October 26th. If a finalist does not submit their Pitch Deck by the deadline, they will be disqualified.

11. Business attire required.


12. Final presentations must be emailed to Jamie Wallingford at 
businessrelations@callawaychamber.net by Monday, October 26, 2026, 2:00 PM CST (No Exceptions) for back up purposes, bring a copy of your presentation on a flash drive the day of the competition.
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