Federal Communications Commission
45 L Street NE
Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket Nos. 26-133, 13-184, 21-93, and 21-455 — Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Concerning E-Rate

Month XX, 2026

Dear Chairman Carr:

My name is [FULL NAME], and I serve as [SUPERINTENDENT/TITLE] of [SCHOOL DISTRICT] in [CITY, STATE], a public school district serving approximately [NUMBER] students across [NUMBER] schools.
I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to preserve and strengthen the E-Rate program and to reject any proposal that would eliminate, sunset, substantially reduce, or unnecessarily restrict E-Rate support for schools and libraries.

As a superintendent, I see firsthand that reliable, high-quality broadband is no longer an optional technology benefit for students. It is essential infrastructure for modern public education and supports myriad operational and instructional functions in our schools.

Before a student even enters our classroom, E-Rate helps provide the network infrastructure that allows our school district to function. When that connectivity is unavailable or unreliable, it can disrupt the basic operations of our school and compromise our ability to safely and effectively serve students.

[PERSONALIZE THIS PARAGRAPH. Describe two or three operational functions in your district that depend on reliable broadband or network connectivity. Consider school security and emergency response, transportation, communications with families, administrative systems, payroll and financial operations, food service, building management, or other essential services, and explain what would happen if those systems were disrupted or if the district had to reduce network capacity.]

E-Rate is the only federal education technology program and the connectivity it provides is foundational to supporting our students’ learning. 

[PERSONALIZE THIS PARAGRAPH. Describe how students and educators in your district use internet connectivity. Consider including one or two specific examples, such as digital curriculum, online assessments, 1:1 devices, career and technical education, special education, virtual learning, AI-enabled instructional tools, communication with families, or other district programs.]

The FCC's proposal the progress schools have made in expanding broadband connectivity over the past three decades. But the fact that schools are connected today is, in large part, evidence of the success of E-Rate—not evidence that the need for the program has disappeared. Connectivity must be maintained, upgraded, secured, and scaled as instructional demands and technology continue to evolve. For my district, reducing or eliminating E-Rate support would have a direct and tangible impact.

[PERSONALIZE THIS PARAGRAPH. Explain what E-Rate funding currently makes possible in your district and what would happen if that support were reduced or eliminated. If possible, include a dollar amount, percentage, number of schools, or specific service that would be affected.]

For example, without E-Rate support, our district would face [DESCRIBE THE SPECIFIC FINANCIAL OR OPERATIONAL IMPACT — e.g., an additional $___ in annual costs, higher costs for broadband service, delayed network upgrades, reduced capacity, fewer resources for classrooms, or pressure to divert funds from other educational priorities].

Those costs would ultimately compete with the resources we use to support students and educators. School districts operate within finite budgets. When the cost of essential infrastructure increases, districts like mine are forced to make difficult choices about staffing, instructional programs, student services, transportation, facilities, and other priorities.

[OPTIONAL: ADD A LOCAL EXAMPLE OR DATA POINT. For example: “Our district currently receives approximately $___ in E-Rate support each year, which helps fund ___.”]

School connectivity is not synonymous with unrestricted student screen time. Districts, educators, and families already make decisions about when and how technology should be used to support learning, decisions that rest squarely in the domain of state and local control. We have policies and safeguards governing student technology use:

[PERSONALIZE THIS PARAGRAPH. Briefly describe your district's approach to responsible technology use, digital citizenship, student safety, device management, filtering, screen time, or age-appropriate instructional technology. If appropriate, acknowledge that excessive or inappropriate screen use is a legitimate concern while explaining why that concern should not be addressed by reducing the broadband infrastructure available for legitimate educational purposes.]

The Commission should also consider the needs of districts that serve diverse communities. Broadband needs do not disappear simply because a school district is located in an area where broadband is technically available. Schools must continually invest in the capacity, reliability, internal connections, Wi-Fi, maintenance, and other infrastructure necessary to deliver meaningful connectivity throughout school buildings.

[OPTIONAL: PERSONALIZE WITH A COMMUNITY FACT. Consider rural geography, large geographic area, high concentrations of students from low-income families, aging infrastructure, multiple school sites, construction costs, limited local tax base, or another characteristic that makes E-Rate particularly important to your district.]

E-Rate’s success over the past three decades should be viewed as a reason to preserve and improve the program—not as a reason to assume that the work is finished. From my perspective as a [insert role/title], reliable broadband is part of the basic infrastructure of a modern school system, just like electricity, transportation, and safe facilities.

I therefore respectfully urge the Commission to:
· Reject any proposal to sunset or eliminate the E-Rate program;
· Reject proposals that would unnecessarily narrow E-Rate eligibility or restrict support based solely on geography or other criteria that would leave students without adequate support;
· Preserve support for the connectivity and internal network infrastructure schools need to provide reliable educational access; and
· Work with schools and other stakeholders to strengthen and modernize E-Rate rather than reduce its role in public education.
E-Rate has enabled schools (public and private) and libraries to build and maintain the connectivity necessary for students and patrons to participate fully in modern education. As our nation seeks to prepare students for college, careers, and an increasingly technology-driven economy, now is not the time to undermine the very program and related infrastructure that makes those opportunities possible.

Our students deserve access to the tools they need to learn and succeed regardless of where they live or their family's financial circumstances. I urge the Commission to protect E-Rate and ensure that public schools can continue providing students with reliable, affordable, and effective connectivity.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Respectfully,

[FULL NAME]
[TITLE]
[SCHOOL DISTRICT]



