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DL30883 1-32809 Lougheed Highway  |  604-826-3669  |  www.missionauto-downtown.com

KEEP COOL 
THIS SUMMER! 

TIRES     BRAKES     OIL CHANGE
      AUTO REPAIR     AIR CONDITIONING
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please could you change the ad attached - 
if you could change the bullet points so they are small red maple leafs 
If you could increase the size of the phone number and change to red 
� anks
Karen

�
� �

� �$10 OFF 
AIR 

CONDITIONING 
SERVICES

*O� er Expires July 31st 2017

The staff and volunteers at the 
Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and Mission Visitor Center have been 
busy over the course of the first half 
of 2017, working hard to advocate for 
our members needs through our policy 
developments, implementing new 
programs, organizing key local events 
and activities and gearing up to celebrate 
the Mission 125th Birthday.  

In following with our strategic plan 
set forth by the Board of Directors in 
2016, we are focusing more on our 
core objectives in Advocacy, Benefits 
and Connections. Everything we do at 

the Mission Chamber aligns with our 
Mission: To foster a thriving business 
community.  

In the first half of the year, the 
members of the Government Affairs 
Committee have been busy working to 
create key policies in the areas of PST 
on Donations, BC Hydro rate increases, 
Liquor deposit fairness, Canada Summer 
Jobs Grant program alignments and 
more. It’s been a busy year for this 
committee, which has seen a significant 
increase in volunteer participation 
over the past 12months. The work this 
committee has accomplished over the 

past year has been instrumental in putting 
the Mission Chamber and the Mission 
business community on the raydar with 
the Provincial and Federal Government.  
The Mission Chamber has been invited 
to attend various press conferences for 
government announcements and attended 
both Throne Speech events held in 
Victoria, and was invited on a special 
tour of the Oil Sands in Alberta. The 
Chamber continues to create dialogue 
with key members of government  and 
industry leaders to discuss business in 
Mission and the needs of the business 
community.  
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MISSION CHAMBER SEES GROWTH IN ADVOCACY, 
MEMBERSHIP AND EVENT PARTICIPATION

Kristin Parsons, 
Executive Director, 
Mission Regional 
Chamber of 
Commerce

“Everything 
we do at 
the Mission 
Chamber 
aligns with 
our Mission: 
To foster a 
thriving business 
community.” 

Janessa Derksen,
Membership 
Engagement & 
Events

“Events at the 
Chamber has 
seen an all-
time record in 
participation”

Jo-Anne Chadwick, 
Tourism Services 

Manager 

Summer is here 
and the Mission 
125 & Canada 150 
celebrations are 
in full swing with 
many successful 
events already 
accomplished.  
The Mission 
125 Community 
Challenge Passport 
(available at the 
Visitor Information 
Centre, Leisure 
Centre & London 
Drugs) not only provides a list of all the 
exciting events in one spot but it also 
doubles as an opportunity to qualify for a 
prize draw in September at the “Roots N 
Blues Festival”

The Visitor Information Centre (VIC) 
on Lougheed Hwy is now open 7 days a 
week 9 am -5 pm for the rest of the summer. 
The Centre is a hub for local and provincial 
information, maps, great books, must-have 

souvenirs AND ALL THINGS Mission 125 
and Canada 150.

We have been busy stocking up the centre 
with some very local gift options including 
postcards and magnets by ShutterNutter, 
cards by ABC Cards, “Places that Matter” by 
UFV Graphic Design Students, Mission 125 
collectibles & giftware, Mission 125 Tartan 
inspired gifts and so much more.  Soon we 
will be adding a product from Leq’a:mel 
Market which includes traditional healing 
salves, candles, lip balm.

Can’t make it into the Visitor Center?  
Our Mobile Services Team will be attending 
as many events as we can over the summer. 
Check out our calendar on the new Explore 
Mission App, now available for download 
on itunes and google play. To find out more 
about any/all of these programs contact us 
anytime, and remember to #ExploreMission 
and share what you are up to with us along 
the way.

Find us on Facebook / tourismmissionBC, 
on The Explore Mission App, or Twitter & 
Instagram @tourismmission

Visitor Services – 
Year to date check in

What a strong start to the year 
for both Membership and Events 
at the Mission Regional Chamber 
of Commerce!  We are proud to 
announce that our membership has 
grown by an increase of twenty-
eight percent (28%) when based 
off the 1st half of 2016 to that of 
2017, and we are so excited to 
welcome these amazing businesses 
into the Chamber!

To further assist our members 
to connect, we launched the 
Explore Mission App that in mid-
March. This new app is available 
to ALL chamber members to post 
deals and advertise their business. 
Still in it’s initial soft launch over 1000 people are 
actively using the app to find local businesses and 
events. Events at the Chamber has seen an all-time 
record in participation with every event to date in 2017 
SOLD OUT! We have been working hard at listening 
to our member’s needs and what they are looking for 
when it comes to events and creating connections, and 
we feel like the participation increase is a result of that.   

Walk about Wednesday is a new venture that 
began in 2017. It is an opportunity once a week for 
the Chamber staff and volunteers to go out into the 
community and visit our members for a quick chat, to 
see how they are.  It is great to grow that relationship 
with our members further than just events or phone 

calls, we like to see you doing 
what you do best and find ways 
that our Chamber can support 
you further! Overall, it has been 
a wonderful first half of the year 
here at the Chamber and we have 
our members to thank for that!  

Whats next for the Chamber? 
We continue to work on the current Business 
Walk program to receive feedback from the 

business community on what they would like 
to see for business support in the area. This 

feedback is imperative in helping to shape the 
plans for the Chamber in the year to come. 

Watch for new business training seminars, new 
benefit providers and a continued focus on 

Advocacy in the near future.   

Call for volunteers: 
Did you know that most of the fun work 

completed by the Mission Chamber is done 
with the help of many volunteers? We have four 
committees currently run by volunteers that help 
to shape all the programing and direction of the 
Chamber. If you are interested in volunteering, 

please contact us. 

Chamber is building connections
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A Move Ahead

Contact me today and take advantage of my unique local 

knowledge - in todays market you need 

a professional on your side!

Begin your Mission Real Estate experience! 

Brian
RockRock Solid Results
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BusinessTRACK

David Sawatzky  
PRESIDENT

JULY 2017 President's Report

Annual Business Walk underway
Volunteers with the Mission 

Chamber of Commerce and their 
partners have been busy hitting 
the pavement over the last few 
weeks to complete the 2nd annual 
Business Walk. With over 100 local 
businesses participating in 2016 
the goal this year is to reach 150 
businesses through this 2nd annual 
event.  In order to meet this goal, 
volunteers are continuing to work 
together to meet with businesses 
throughout the community on 
various days and times that work 
for everyone! 

Help the Mission Chamber 
better understand your needs 
and bring value to your Chamber 
membership!! If your business 
would like to be included in the 
list of visits, please contact the 
chamber by emailing 

execdir@missionchamber.bc.ca. 

Once the Business Walk has 
been completed a full report will 
be developed from the results of 
the surveys completed and will be 
made available on the Chamber 
website at 

www.missionchamber.bc.ca  

Summer is truly an amazing 
time to get out and explore! Kids 
are out of school; the weather is 
beautiful and everyone seems a 
little more relaxed. I, like many 
I know, always count down 
the days and look forward 
to this time of year. Not just 
because of the aforementioned 
seasonal attributes but as a 
small business owner here in 
Mission, I know that summer 
also brings new folks and fast 
friends through the doors 
of my business. Seasonal 
organizations starting up, 
people working on summer 
home improvement projects 
and visitors from other 
communities who are just 
shopping along their travels. 
Yes, summer is a great time to 
get out and explore… Explore 

business in Mission! 

Exploring business in 
Mission is exactly what your 
Mission Regional Chamber 
of Commerce is doing this 
summer; our business walks 
are underway once again. 
This Summer, and into the 
fall we plan to visit even more 
businesses than last year. Our 
focus again this year is to take 
the temperature and pulse of 
business so we can properly 
advocate for what is required 
to make our already great 
business community even 
better!

It is also right to note that 
our great businesses deserve 
recognition – Nominations are 
open for the 2017 Business 
Excellence Awards. As a 

recipient of one of these 
awards a few years 
ago, I can honestly 
attest that nothing 
feels better than to 
have one’s efforts 
validated by being 
recognised at such a 
prestigious event. We 
have so many fantastic 
businesses in Mission, 
please nominate your 
favorites and give 
them the elevated 
profile they so rightly 
deserve. The deadline 
for nominations is July 
31st, don’t miss out!

So, enjoy your summer 
everyone! Please take 
advantage of all that the season 
brings your way, and remember 
to get out and explore!

ARNOLD’S RENTALS

EVERCLEAR METAL 
RECYCLING LTD. L
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Ann Harper
PAST PRESIDENT

Carlo Billinger
MDBA LIAISON

Asvind Mani
DIRECTOR

Allan Main
LIAISON,  
C.F.N.F.

Randy Hawes
DOM LIAISON

Jason Hughes
DIRECTOR

Tia Everitt
DIRECTOR

Raj Patara
DIRECTOR

Andrea Walker
VICE PRESIDENT

Tony Luck  
DIRECTOR

Alana Martens
TREASURER

Brian Rock
DIRECTOR

Ilona Klimczak
DIRECTOR

Sean Melia
DIRECTOR

SWING OPTICAL

Business Walk is a program provided in partnership by the following:
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33320 Glasgow Ave., Mission
604.826.8696

prospectequipment.com

• Sales • Parts • Service • Work Clothing

“ We Service What We Sell ”

easy
FORESTRY

Chain Saws •Bar & Chain •Chain Saw Mills •Axes 
•Mauls •Safety Equipment •Accessories

LAWN & GARDEN
Riding Mowers & Tractors •Lawnmowers 

•Blowers •Grass & Hedge Trimmers 

•Tillers •Cultivators •Accessories

SAFETY & FOOTWEAR

MSRP $169.99

easyeasyeasyeasySUMMER GARDENING MADE 82
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BusinessTRACK

CHAMBER
EVENTS
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MISSION REGIONAL  
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

WHERE YOU WANT TO 
BELONG!

September 15th

 SAVE THE DATE

MISSION CHAMBER NIGHT GOLF 

EVENT 

Join the Mission Chamber of 

Commerce for our 2nd annual night 

golf event and have a blast trying to 

golf in the dark! The Night golf event 

features 9 holes of super cool night 

golf, prizes, food, refreshments and 

music, capped off by the infamous 

Glass Break Party.

Place: Cedar Ridge Golf Course

Time:  6:00pm-11:00pm

Cost: $95.00 per player

September 21st

SAVE THE DATE 

CHAMBER MONTHLY DINNER 

WITH DISTRICT OF MISSION

Join us for the year’s Second Dinner 

Meeting with special guests from the 

District of Mission, giving an update on 

various projects in the community. 

Space is limited, book early!

Place:  Mission Golf & Country Club

Time:  5:30pm-7:30pm

Price: $30 members

	 $35 non members

To REGISTER for these events visit 

our website at missionchamber.bc.ca 

or call 604-826-6914 or e: member_

services@missionchamber.bc.ca 

Spotlight on Excellence:
Vancity educational leaders:
Focus on staff, community needs

Sharilyn Macdonald, Mission Community branch manager for Vancity Credit Union (third from left) with Vancity 
team members as they receive Mission Regional Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Award for 
Educational Leader.

by RICK RAKE, 
Click Media Works

Sharilyn McDonald, Mission 
community branch manager for 
Vancity Credit Union, is clear about 
her company’s vision of promoting 
talent from within and “understanding 
what the community needs are and 
supporting them.”

Vancity recognizes the talent that 
can be harvested from its ranks 
and encourages its staff to set goals 
and to find their passion which the 
credit union supports by offering a 
variety of professional development 
opportunities.

“Through tuition reimbursement for 
courses related to role or future role, in-
house training, one-on-one coaching 
sessions, and an online learning 
platform that offers instructor-led 
courses available to all Vancity staff at 
any time, we love to see our employees 
grow,” said McDonald.

For these and many other reasons, 
the Mission branch with its 12 staff 
was honoured with the 2016 Mission 
Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Educational Leader Business 
Excellence Award.

According to Mission Vancity 
financial services representative 
Jennifer McGrath, who has worked 
hard to engage a number of valuable 
community partners “we invest time 
in understanding and supporting 
community needs.  We share common 
concerns like affordable housing, 
living wage, social justice, and 
financial inclusion . . . and we make 
sure the marginalized are supported 
through services and financial literacy 
education.”

Support comes through Vancity’s Each 
One, Teach One program, special 
loans, sponsorships, donations, said 
McDonald. “We look for opportunities 
to partner with organizations that align 
with our focus areas and values.” 

This branch has one of the largest 
community rooms in its network, 
offering free space for groups needing 
it.  This room is also used for in-house 
training and the Mission branch was 
fortunate to host and train two more of 
their staff, including Jennifer McGrath, 
to be able to deliver financial literacy 
workshops in the community. Six staff 
at the branch provide this free resource 
now.

“We enjoy our relationship with the 
Mission Chamber because it is a 
good way to connect with community 
stakeholders through outreach,” said 
McDonald.

As a co-operative, we share 30 per cent 
of net profits with our membership and 
the community,” she said.

“From small business to the 
marginalized, we are here to make a 
difference. We enjoy working with the 
people of Mission,” said McDonald.
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Kristin Parsons
Executive Director

Jo-Anne Chadwick
Office Administrator and 

Tourism Services Manager

Janessa Syrenne
Membership Engagement 

and Events
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BusinessTRACK

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 

MEMBERS
WELCOME OUR NEW 

MEMBERS

Mission Chamber Of 
Commerce 
Presents

Night Golf
Friday, September 23rd, 2016NIGHT GOLF

Mission Chamber of Commerce Presents, 

mrcc

FRIDAY 
 SEPTEMBER 15th

$95.00 /Person +GST 
Includes the following:  

Nine hole round of golf 
Glow Gear & Glow Sticks 

Food, Refreshments, Music 

and more! 
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Start 7:30 PM

mrccmrcc

9500 Clay St, Mission, BC

Cedar Ridge Golf Course

missionchamber.bc.ca 
or call 604 826 6914

Famous Glass Breaking Party

Register now!

Presented By

THRIVE Supplements and Vitamins
328-32555 London Avenue

Mission, BC V4S 1E6
Tel: (604) 820-8568

Email: zorkaszilagyi@yahoo.ca

Mission Hills Sushi
32530 Lougheed Hwy #216

Mission, BC V2V 1A5
Tel: (604) 287-5590

Web: https://missionhillssushi.wordpress.com/

Your Steel Toed Bookkeeper
Tel: (604) 615-8239

Email: Jessica@yoursteeltoedbookkeeper.com

Triumph Acrobatic Arts Ltd.
Unit 306 31510 Gill Ave
MISSION, BC V4S 0A1
Tel: (604) 855-1390

Email: info@triumphacrobatics.com
Web http://www.triumphacrobatics.com/

Introducing The 
New Michelin 
Defender Tire
Travel more kilometers with 

the safety you expect. Let 

us help with expert service. 

Experience the long lasting 

value of Michelin Tires. 

Symons Tire
Premium Tires and Top-Rated Service

Family Owned & Operated Since 1973

• BRAKE SERVICE  • TUNE-UPS  • LUBE & OIL  • CLUTCHES  • ALTERNATORS  

• MUFFLERS & EXHAUST • TIRES: ROTATION & BALANCING  • WHEEL 

ALIGNMENT  • SHOCKS & STRUTS  • DIAGNOSTICS

33245 GLASGOW AVENUE
(LOCATED NEXT TO COMMUTER RAIL)

www.symonstire.com 82
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604.826.9119   33066 First Avenue, Mission
p: 604-826-1266     f: 604-826-4288    e: info@taylortait.com

Gordon D. Taylor,  Q.C.
• Wills & Estate Planning and Litigation

• Corporate & Business Law
• General Civil Litigation

  

John G. Tait, Q.C.
• Divorce & Family Law

• Wills & Estate Planning  
and Litigation

Gordon W. Ruley  
• Real Estate Transactions
• Commercial Development
• Corporate & Business Law

• Wills & Estate Planning

Chris J. Stenerson  
• Personal Injury/ICBC Claims

• Estate Litigation
• General Civil Litigation

Troy A. Dickson  
• Divorce & Family Law
• General Civil Litigation

• Wills & Estates

Jason A. Hughes
• Wills & Estate Planning
• General Civil Litigation

• Real Estate Transactions
• Corporate & Business Law

www.taylortait.com   

Donna K. Maser  
• Divorce and Family Law

• Child Protection
• Family Law Mediation
• Family Law Arbitration

• Aboriginal Law

Mission's full service law firm 
since 1978.
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2017  

Educational Leader Award

Local Focus Award

Customer First Award

Community Builder Award

The Power Of Small Award
Big Bang Award

 Visit Missionchamber.bc.ca or 
Missioncityrecord.com 

to nominate 
604 826 6914

Nominate them for an 
award category today!

Do you know a local business 
that stands out from the rest?

May 1st - July 30th

For the 
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The Mission Chamber 
has a new benefit 
provider on the books 
and they are eager to 
save our members big 
money!!  
Grand & Toy provides 
real value to Chamber 
of Commerce members 
Canada wide. They 
provide business with 
easy and convenient 
ways to purchase 
products and solutions. 
With the Chamber’s 
purchasing power, 
members save on 
average up to 25% off 
competitor pricing, 
have access to fantastic 
paper prices, and 
receive preferred pricing 
on select categories 

including office supplies, 
coffee and tech 
accessories, plus you 
get free shipping and 
next day delivery in the 
Mission area on orders 
over $50.
How it works:
Every member of the 
MRCC who signs up 
for an account with 
Grand & Toy under their 
Chamber membership 
will receive special 
Chamber rates on a core 
list of products. These 
core item lists can offer 
substantial discounts on 
items that many of our 
members use every day. 
In addition, members are 
given the opportunity to 

meet with a dedicated 
Grand & Toy account 
rep to have their own 
core list of commonly 
purchased items created. 
There is no minimum 
program requirement 
for our members and no 
cost to our members for 
signing up or opening 
a Grand & Toy account. 
This is strictly a member 
discount available to the 
MRCC members.
For more information or 
to sign up for an account 
and start saving on your 
next purchase, contact 
Janessa Derksen at 
membership_services@
missionchamber.bc.ca

GRAND & TOY BRINGS BIG SAVINGS 
TO MISSION CHAMBER MEMBERS

LEARN HOW CHAMBER 
MEMBERSHIP IS AN 

EFFECTIVE STRATEGY FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS.

PERSONAL INJURY   ICBC

EMPLOYMENT LAW

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

BUSINESS LAW

REAL ESTATE

WILLS & ESTATES

FAMILY LAW

MCQUARRIE.COM

MISSION
COMPREHENSIVE
LEGAL SERVICES IN

CONTACT US IN
MISSION 604. 820.1213 OR SURREY 604. 581.7001

© 2017 McQuarrie Hunter LLP

ELYSSA LOCKHART
elockhart@mcquarrie.com

KEVIN HYDE
khyde@mcquarrie.com

SARA MORSE
smorse@mcquarrie.com
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