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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 					
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(916) 266-5277

The Association of California Healthcare Districts Recognizes Top Healthcare Leaders 
California healthcare district CEO, trustee and district of the year announced

SACRAMENTO, Calif., October 2, 2024 – The Association of California Healthcare Districts (ACHD) recently recognized three leaders in health care during its 72nd Annual Meeting: Building Bridges Together, Cultivating Positive Connections. Fallbrook Regional Health District was recognized as Healthcare District of the Year; JoDee Read, Plumas District Hospital, was named CEO of the Year; and Carole Rogers of the Desert Healthcare District and Foundation was named Trustee of the Year. The honorees were evaluated based on their leadership in health and their dedication to the health and wellness of the communities they serve.

“This year’s recipients are incredibly dedicated to their employees and communities. During these challenging times in health, they continue to provide unwavering support and leadership,” said Cathy Martin, CEO of ACHD. “We are honored to celebrate these healthcare district leaders and their commitment to provide access to health and wellness services in their communities.” 

[bookmark: _Hlk178695443]District of the Year, Fallbrook Regional Health District
Fallbrook Regional Health District is leading the way in community health with its innovative Lifestyle Change Program for Diabetes Prevention. Recognizing the alarming rates of prediabetes and obesity in their region, Fallbrook took decisive action by creating a comprehensive program that combines evidence-based strategies with a strong community focus. Through partnerships with organizations like the J. Moss Foundation's Skinny Gene Project and by training their staff as certified Lifestyle Coaches, Fallbrook has ensured the program's effectiveness and accessibility.

CEO of the Year, JoDee Read, Plumas District Hospital
Ms. Read has spearheaded numerous initiatives that have significantly improved patient care, enhanced the hospital's reputation, and strengthened its financial stability. Some of Ms. Read's notable achievements include leading the construction of a new skilled nursing facility, securing ACHD Certification for the hospital showing her commitment to accountability and transparency, and advocating for legislative changes that have secured essential services and increased funding. Her commitment to excellence has also led to a dramatic improvement in the hospital's organizational culture, with staff morale reaching an all-time high.

Trustee of the Year, Carol Rogers, Desert Healthcare District and Foundation
[bookmark: _Hlk172715310]For the past 10 years, Carole Rogers, Director for Desert Healthcare District and Foundation, has been a tireless advocate for the underserved. She has championed affordable housing, provided essential healthcare services to the unhoused and migrant worker populations, and been instrumental in improving mental health resources through behavioral health initiatives.

ABOUT ACHD
The Association of California Healthcare Districts (ACHD) represents healthcare districts throughout California. ACHD works with numerous state and local entities to promote the profound role healthcare districts play in responding to the specialized health needs of tens of millions of Californians while also having direct accountability to the communities that they serve.
Visit www.achd.org for more information. 
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