
Woolpert To Be Honored as Hancock County’s 2026 Industry of the Year

Hancock Co., Miss. Aug. 6, 2026 - The Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission and Hancock Chamber of Commerce are pleased to announce Woolpert as Hancock County’s 2026 Industry of the Year. This prestigious award will be presented at the Hancock Chamber of Commerce’s Night of Stars Awards Gala, scheduled for Thursday, August 27 at 5:30 p.m. at Hollywood Casino Gulf Coast. Attendees can register online at hancockchamber.org.

Woolpert is a global architecture, engineering, and geospatial firm boasting over 3,000 employees across more than 75 locations. The Geospatial Innovation Center at Stennis International Airport in the Kiln, serves as a national hub for advanced remote sensing and geospatial technologies. This 14,000-square-foot facility supports hydrographic surveying, aerial mapping, and drone-based data capture, significantly enhancing infrastructure resilience, coastal planning, and national security. Through partnerships with local entities, agencies, and academic institutions, the center drives innovation, workforce development, and regional growth. Woolpert is ranked No. 39 on ENR’s Top 500 Design Firms list. 

"Woolpert is exactly the kind of company we want to see grow in Hancock County,” said Blaine LaFontaine, CEO of the Hancock County Port & Harbor Commission. “Their investment in our community, their partnerships federal agencies like I-ATLAS and their work at Stennis International Airport continue to strengthen our region's reputation as a leader in aerospace, geospatial technology and innovation. We congratulate Woolpert on this well-deserved recognition as Industry of the Year."

Their recognition as Hancock County’s 2026 Industry of the Year underscores the company’s significant contributions to the local economy and its commitment to growth and excellence in design.



