
St. Rose de Lima, John C. Stennis Space Center
 and the United States Navy
Among Honorees at Night of Stars Chamber Gala

Michael McDaniel to be recognized with the Roy S. Estess Public Service Leadership Award

2026 will be a banner year for recognizing service to Hancock County, as there will be 3 Community Awards of Excellence presented as well as a special award presented by NASA and Partners for Stennis at the Hancock Chamber of Commerce’s Night of Stars Annual Gala, on Thursday, Aug. 27th at Hollywood Casino Gulf Coast.

St. Rose de Lima to be Recognized In Honor of Centennial Celebration

More than a place of worship, St. Rose de Lima Catholic Church is one of Bay St. Louis' most treasured cultural landmarks. For generations, the parish has brought people together through faith, music, fellowship and a shared commitment to community. Visitors from across the region are drawn to its rich history, renowned gospel choir, inspiring mural and distinctive altar and lectern crafted from upcycled driftwood that was recovered after major hurricanes. As one of the city's most recognizable historic churches, St. Rose de Lima reflects the resilience, diversity and enduring spirit of Bay St. Louis. Its legacy of welcoming all, preserving history and enriching community life makes it a deserving recipient of the Hancock Chamber's Community Award of Excellence celebrating the Centennial this October.

United States Navy to be Recognized In Honor of 50th Anniversary at Stennis

For 50 years, the Navy has had a presence at John C. Stennis Space Center and will be recognized for innovation, National Service, and scientific leadership. Accepting the award is the Naval Meteorology & Oceanography Command (CNMOC). Today, CNMOC leads a worldwide force that collects and analyzes environmental information—from the seabed to the stars—to give Navy and joint forces the knowledge they need to operate safely, precisely, and effectively. Since the Navy established its presence at Stennis in 1976, the command has helped transform the site into a global center for advanced sciences critical to national security. Its presence also brings extraordinary scientific talent, high-quality jobs, and generations of military and civilian families to Hancock County. As the Navy celebrates 50 years at Stennis, Partners for Stennis & Michoud recognizes its mission and the lasting impact felt both globally and locally.



John C. Stennis Space Center to be Honored for their 65th Anniversary

For 65 years, John C. Stennis Space Center has connected Hancock County to some of America's greatest achievements in science, exploration and national security. Established in 1961 to test the powerful rocket engines that carried astronauts to the moon, Stennis continues to serve as NASA's largest rocket propulsion test site and plays a vital role in America's return to the moon and journey toward Mars. Over the decades, Stennis has also grown into a unique federal city where NASA, the U.S. Navy, the National Data Buoy Center and numerous government, academic and private-sector partners advance missions that reach around the world. Thousands of scientists, engineers, military personnel, technicians and other professionals contribute to work spanning space exploration, national defense, oceanography, weather and Earth science. As Stennis celebrates its 65th anniversary, Hancock County celebrates an institution that has shaped our economy, attracted generations of extraordinary talent and given our community a front-row seat to history.

NASA to Present Roy Estes Award to Michael McDaniel

John C. Stennis Space Center together with Partners for Stennis & Michoud will honor Michael McDaniel with the Roy S. Estess Public Service Leadership Award, reviving a prestigious recognition established in 2003 to honor leaders whose careers, innovative leadership and community service reflect the legacy of longtime Stennis Space Center Director Roy S. Estess. Past recipients include distinguished regional leaders and Apollo 13 astronaut Fred Haise.
McDaniel has spent decades advancing the mission of John C. Stennis Space Center while championing its importance to Hancock County, the Gulf Coast and the nation. As General Manager for L3Harris at Stennis, he leads work supporting the RS-25 engines that power NASA's Artemis missions and America's return to the moon. A past chairman and longtime leader of Partners for Stennis & Michoud and the INFINITY Science Center, McDaniel has also advocated for NASA funding, human space exploration and the high-quality jobs these missions bring to the region. His leadership, technical expertise and commitment to service embody the integrity,vision and dedication that defined Roy Estess and inspired the award created in his honor.


