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Administered by the Hancock Chamber of Commerce 
through a generous donation from Mississippi Power Foundation 
to the Hancock County Community Development Foundation.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW - The Catalyst Grant Program for Small Businesses was created to support the entrepreneurs and small businesses that strengthen Hancock County’s economy and community.
This competitive grant program is designed to help businesses invest in growth, innovation, operational improvements, workforce development, and long-term sustainability. Through financial assistance and business training, the program aims to help small businesses take the next step toward success.
During 2026, up to 35 grants ranging from $1,000 to $1,500 will be awarded to eligible businesses located within the Hancock Chamber service area.
Grant funds are awarded on a reimbursement basis and require a 1:1 matching investment from the business in the form of cash or documented eligible expenses.
Example: If a business is awarded a $1,250 grant, the business must contribute a matching $1,250 toward the approved project or expense. All grant-funded projects must be completed and reimbursement receipts submitted no later than December 31, 2026.

ELIGIBLE USES OF FUNDS - Applications will be evaluated based on how grant funds will support measurable business growth and community impact in one or more of the following areas:
☐ Revenue-generating equipment and tools
☐ Digital marketing and website improvements
☐ Workforce training and employee development
☐ Inventory, machinery, or operational expansion
☐ Storefront and façade improvements
☐ Technology upgrades and business systems
☐ Other business growth initiatives approved by the selection committee


COMPLIMENTARY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
All grant recipients are required to participate in the Hancock Chamber’s Small Business B(AI)SICS Program at no cost. The dates of the in-person training will be announced later. If you are unable to attend in person, you may take the online course. A link will be provided to you when the grant agreement is executed. The Hancock Chamber is currently the only Chamber of Commerce in Mississippi offering in-person AI training specifically designed for small businesses.
Participants will learn practical tools to:
· Improve efficiency and save time 
· Increase customer engagement 
· Strengthen marketing efforts 
· Improve customer service 
· Streamline operations 
· Identify new growth opportunities using AI technology 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS - To qualify for the Catalyst Grant Program, applicants must:
☐ Be an active member of the Hancock Chamber of Commerce
☐ Operate a business within the Hancock County service area for a minimum of three years
☐ Employ the equivalent of 50 or fewer full-time employees
☐ Be currently operating and in good standing (meaning, there are no outstanding payments for Chamber services and membership.)
☐ Complete the entire application clearly and accurately
☐ Agree to provide supporting documentation if requested
☐ Agree to allow a business site visit if deemed necessary
☐ Participate in the required AI training program either on line or in-person at the Chamber.
☐ Submit all reimbursement receipts by December 31, 2026
☐If you received previous grants from the Foundation, you provided a final report to make you eligible for future grants.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
Applications open June 1, 2026, and must be received no later than: Friday, July 31, 2026, at 5PM. Applications received after the deadline may not be considered. Applications may be submitted online, by mail or delivered in person to:
Hancock Chamber of Commerce
300 South Second Street
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520
Grant recipients will be announced by: Friday, August 14, 2026
2026 HANCOCK CHAMBER CATALYST GRANT APPLICATION
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Business Name:

Physical Address:

City/State/Zip:

Primary Business Contact:

Email Address:

Cell Phone:

Business Phone:

Website and/or Social Media:

Year Business Was Established:


Is your business currently operating?
☐ Yes ☐ No
Is your business home-based?
☐ Yes ☐ No
Business Structure:
☐ Sole Proprietorship
☐ Partnership
☐ Corporation
☐ S Corp
☐LLC
Describe Type of Products or Services Offered:


Number of Full-Time Employees:

Number of Part-Time Employees:

Name(s) of Business Owner(s):

Federal ID Number:

State ID Number:

Local Business Permit Number(s):






PROJECT INFORMATION
1. What specific project, improvement, or investment will this grant support?




2. Which category best describes your project?
☐ Revenue-generating equipment
☐ Digital marketing or website improvements
☐ Workforce training and employee development
☐ Inventory, machinery or operational expansion
☐ Storefront and façade improvements
☐ Technology upgrades and business systems
☐ Other: __________________________
3. How will this project help grow or strengthen your business?




4. How will this project positively impact Hancock County, local jobs, customers, or surrounding businesses?




5. What measurable results do you expect from this project? Examples may include: increased revenue; new customers; job creation; improved efficiency; or, expanded services 




PROJECT BUDGET

Total Project Cost: $________________________
Amount Requested: $________________________
Matching Funds Provided by Business: $________________________
Please provide a brief breakdown of how grant funds will be used. List expense items and estimated cost. Attach estimates, quotes, invoices, or additional documentation if available.
REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS
Please include the following with your application:
☐ Business card, brochure, or flyer
☐ Project estimates or quotes
☐ Additional supporting information (optional)
CERTIFICATION & SIGNATURE
By signing below, I certify that the information provided in this application is true, complete, and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that grant funding is competitive, and that submission of an application does not guarantee funding. I understand that all grant reimbursements require eligible receipts and supporting documentation submitted by December 31, 2026. I understand that participation in the Hancock Chamber AI training program (in-person or online) is required, if selected.
Applicant Signature: _______________________________________
Print Name: _______________________________________________
Date: _____________________________________________________
Co-Owner Signature (if applicable): ___________________________
Print Name: _______________________________________________
Date: _____________________________________________________
ABOUT THE ORGANIZATIONS
The Hancock Chamber of Commerce is a membership organization dedicated to promoting the social, civic, and economic well-being of Hancock County and the Mississippi Gulf Coast. The Hancock County Community Development Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization supporting projects focused on job creation, workforce development, and small business growth.  

QUESTIONS? Call 228-467-9048 / tish@hancockchamber.org.
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