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April 7, 2021 
 

Mayor and Council  

City of Vernon  

3400 30th Street 

Vernon, BC 

 

Your Worship and Council 

The Greater Vernon Chamber of Commerce is writing to express concerns about 
business license fees and how they impact a specific segment of the business 
community. 

Specifically, we question why the business license fee for retail cannabis 
operations is $2,000 annually when the fee for a similar sized liquor store is $185 
and $135 annually for any other similar sized business designated RB2-Residential 
Business?  

In a recent media interview, a City representative stated that, “City fees are 
supposed to be commensurate with the cost to provide the service. The service 
process required a great deal of staff time through various departments, including 
planning, building and licensing, bylaws, and sometimes fire, which led to the fee 
that was recommended.” The reality, though, is that the heavy lifting has already 
been done in terms of city staff establishing a process to approve retail cannabis 
operations and to annually charge $2,000 for a license renewal is simply arbitrary 
and unreasonable. In Penticton, the annual business license fee for all retail stores, 
including cannabis, is $180. 

Unless the city can demonstrate that retail cannabis shops place undue financial 
pressure on city resources such as policing or bylaw compliance, then there is no 
justification for $2,000 a year, particularly at a time when our community and 
economy depend on recovery from the pandemic. Maintaining such a high 
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business license fee could threaten the viability of entrepreneurs and employment 
opportunities. 

We would respectfully request that council instruct administration to initiate an 
immediate review of business licensing fees for retail cannabis stores and that 
administration report back to council with recommendations as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your time and we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
Krystin Kempton, President 
Greater Vernon Chamber of Commerce  
 
CC. Spiritleaf Vernon 
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Thank you for your time and we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
Krystin Kempton, President 
Greater Vernon Chamber of Commerce  
 
CC. Ga 
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