




By Brittany Murray

Brmurray@scng.com

Third graders at Aloha Health Med-
ical Academy in Lakewood entered 
the multipurpose room on Monday 
thinking that two students would be 
awarded brand new bikes for their ef-
forts in essay writing.

Principal Danielle Saldavia Pouncey 
read two essays and awarded bikes to 
happy children courtesy of the YMCA 
and Bikes for Kids.

Saldavia Pouncey asked if maybe 
there was one more bike to be 
awarded. Sure enough, they found one 
in a nearby closet and a third student 
was smiling.

Next came a huge surprise — remi-
niscent of Oprah Winfrey’s famous car 
giveaway — when Alvaro Rodriguez, op-
erations director for YMCA of Greater 
Long Beach, dropped a black curtain 
to reveal 55 bikes, one for each student.

A roar took over the small room and 
tears fell from a few students’ eyes. The 
genuine appreciation and happiness 
felt by the children were palpable.

ABC Unified school board President 

Soo Yoo wiped away tears as she con-
gratulated the students on their essay 
e�orts and new bikes. Yoo recalled her 
own childhood and having to borrow 
bikes from friends. She encouraged 

them to keep dreaming and succeeding.
After a parent signs paperwork, the 

children will take their bikes home in 
time for some quality riding over the 
holiday break.

LAKEWOOD

SURPRISE! KIDS 
GET NEW BIKES

At first, two bikes were on display to be awarded to top essay writers. Moments 
later, all children in the assembly found out they would be getting a bicycle.
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Third graders at Aloha Health Medical Academy in Lakewood react Monday as they learn they are all getting new bicycles, 
courtesy of the YMCA of Greater Long Beach and Bikes for Kids.

By City News Service

A Signal Hill man was sentenced Monday to 
20 years to life in state prison for fatally stab-
bing a good Samaritan in Long Beach during 
a confrontation.

Superior Court Judge Richard M. Goul re-
jected the defense’s bid for a new trial for Ed-
son Eduardo Rufino, along with a request to re-
duce the 20-year-old man’s conviction from sec-
ond-degree murder to voluntary manslaughter.

Deputy District Attorney Karen Brako called 
Rufino a “catalyst” for the events that occurred 
April 2, 2020, saying he was “the sole party re-
sponsible for these events” that left 31-year-old 
Leandro Maza dead.

Rufino violated a restraining order by visiting 
his girlfriend that day at her mother’s home and 
used a knife to threaten the girlfriend’s brother 
and another visitor to the home when his girl-
friend’s mother called police, according to the 
Los Angeles County District Attorney’s O�ce.

Rufino fled with the girlfriend and ended up 
at another home where Maza — a roommate of 
the mother’s who was armed with a metal pole 
— helped to detain him while waiting for po-
lice, authorities said. Rufino then pushed his 
way out of the home and fatally stabbed Maza, 
according to prosecutors.

Rufino fled and was arrested early the next 
morning by Long Beach police. He has re-
mained in jail since.

Rufino was convicted July 7 of the murder 
charge, along with two counts of assault with 
a deadly weapon and a misdemeanor count of 

COURTS

Man gets 
20 years 
to life in 
stabbing
Defendant is sentenced over 2020 
slaying of good Samaritan after 
he violating a restraining order

By City News Service

LOS ANGELES » Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority o�cials and volunteers will conduct 
the annual 2022 homeless count between Jan. 25 
and 27, the first since 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which forced the cancellation of this 
year’s count.

The e�ort, known as the point-in-time count 
or 2020 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count, is 
essential to understanding how large the region’s 
homelessness crisis has become. The count must 
be conducted by continuum of care providers to 
receive federal funding through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development.

According to the 2020 count, the county’s 
homeless population increased by 12.7% over the 
previous year, while Los Angeles’ homeless pop-
ulation jumped by 14.2%.

In January 2019, Los Angeles County had 
58,936 homeless people, but by January 2020 
the number rose to 66,433. Los Angeles counted 
36,165 in 2019 and 41,290 in 2020.

The county received an exemption from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Homeless count will 
resume in January 
after COVID hiatus

By City News Service

Los Angeles County health 
officials marked a signifi-
cant milestone Monday, an-
nouncing that more than 15 
million doses of COVID-19 
vaccine have been adminis-
tered in the county, but they 
said more needs to be done to 
reach people still resistant to 
the shots.

As of Thursday, more 
than 15.2 million doses of 
vaccine have been adminis-
tered in the county, a num-
ber that rose dramatically 
in recent weeks, thanks to 
the expanded availability of 
booster doses.

“The delivery of 15 mil-
lion vaccines required a net-
work of hundreds of provid-
ers willing to extend their 
services to serve residents 
across every community 
in the county,” county pub-
lic health Director Barbara 
Ferrer said in a statement. 
“While we are proud of the 
work collectively done to ad-
minister 15 million vaccines 
in L.A. County, it is clear that 
we will need to continue to 
support vaccination e�orts 
for months to come as we try 
to reach those still unvacci-
nated, those who need boost-
ers, and those that are newly 

CORONAVIRUS

L.A. County tops 15 million COVID-19 vaccine doses
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The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine is administered at a pop-up 
clinic offering initial vaccinations and booster shots in 
Rosemead on Nov. 29. 

By Eric Licas

elicas@scng.com

Darkening skies with patches 
of rain and howling winds fore-
cast for late Monday will be a 
prelude to a powerful storm that 
should arrive in earnest over-
night and could lead to flood-
ing, rock slides and other havoc 
on roads across Southern Califor-
nia through this evening.

On Monday, in advance of the 
storm, areas in the burn scars 

of the South and El Dorado fires 
were ordered evacuated, the San 
Bernardino County fire and sher-
i�’s departments said.

The South fire burned this 
year in the north Fontana area. 
The El Dorado fire burned last 
year, and Monday’s evacuation 
affected Angelus Oaks, Forest 
Falls, Mountain Home Village, 
Oak Glen and North Yucaipa.

Maps of the evacuation ar-
eas and other information were 
posted on the Fire Department’s 

Facebook page.
Temperatures were between 

5 and 10 degrees cooler across 
Southern California on Monday 
morning, as clear conditions 
over the weekend were replaced 
by clouds building ahead of the 
storm, according to the National 
Weather Service.

Light showers were reported 
along the coast and in mountain 
areas Monday morning.

Precipitation spread into the 
valleys and was expected to grow 
more intense that evening as the 
first wave of the storm reached 
Los Angeles County overnight, 

WEATHER

Powerful storm to arrive in SoCal
A heavy 
equipment 
operator 
builds a sand 
berm at 
Surfside in 
Seal Beach 
on Monday 
ahead of a 
strong storm 
forecast to 
arrive by the 
late evening.
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Flooding, rock slides and other trouble on 
roads could be possible through tonight
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Third graders at Aloha Health Medical Academy receive early Christmas present
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Readers respond to 
Question of the Week: 
Is press too hard on 
President Joe Biden?

Judge for yourself 
There is absolutely di�er-

ent coverage between former 
President Trump and President 
Biden. There may be some nega-
tive press about President Biden 
but nothing even close to what 
was said about former President 
Trump; very little that Trump 
did that was good was even rec-
ognized. He was nominated 
for the Nobel peace award sev-
eral times, he brought home our 
prisoners, he kept our young 
service people from being bru-
tally murdered or injured, he 
made friends out of enemies, he 
kept us out of war, helped make 
us energy independent, kept in-
flation down, secured the bor-
der, made our streets safe 
and reinstated Merry Christ-

mas, just a few of the things. 
Biden has done very little yet is 
praised for the smallest accom-
plishments. Go back over the 
first year of former President 
Trump’s term and then look at 
President Biden’s press coverage 
and judge for yourself.
 — Rosalie Hines, San Clemente

Yes, way too harsh 

Yes, it does seem that for the 
last four months, the consen-
sus seems to be that the me-
dia has been harsher in depict-
ing the job being done by Pres-
ident Biden than it was for 
fomer President Donald Trump. 
Whether checking on podcasts, 
columns written by newspa-
per and magazine reporters, the 
media appears to be tougher 
on Biden. Naturally, the Demo-
crats are still strongly support-
ing him and realize  that he has 
had many challenges from Af-
ghanistan, inflation and the on-
going COVID-19 epidemic. Yet, 

In the final analysis history 
may prove to be more favorable 
to our president than now.

        — Isadora Johnson,  
Seal Beach 

Press is not hard enough 

The press is just working 
with what Biden gives them, 
most of which is negative. He 
began his presidency by cancel-
ing everything Trump had put 
into place. It is sad to see our 
leadership the brunt of jokes 
and insults, but that is what it’s 
become. He is seemingly un-
fit for the responsibilities and 
lacks strength and integrity. No 
need to list all the things that 
he has done to make our lives 
more di�cult because we are 
living them and trying to get 
through the countless strug-
gles. Biden has earned and de-
serves all the bad press he re-
ceives.

     — Barbara Shepard, 
Huntington Beach

Letters

Last year at “the holidays” 
— Hanukkah, Christmas, 
Kwanzaa, Boxing Day, New 
Year’s Eve and Day — we knew 
the answer to the question, 
What are you doing to cele-
brate?

Nothing. Nada. Bupkis.
Oh, we did mark the holy 

and the merely fun occa-
sions. But, pre-vaccinations 
for the novel coronavirus, the 
vast majority of us did so ei-
ther alone or in the little fam-
ily pods that responsible peo-
ple had to stick to, gatherings-
wise, in order to lessen the 
spread of the deadly virus that 
causes COVID-19 and led to a 
worldwide pandemic.

Then, in January — just 11 
months ago! — the first Amer-
icans were vaccinated, and 
within months the highly ef-
fective preventative was avail-
able to almost all of us. First 
shot. Second shot. Then came 
the boosters. Yes, it’s still pos-
sible to come down with the 
disease. But its serious e�ects 
are usually dramatically low-
ered, and far fewer lives are in 
danger. What a blessing.

But the viral variants are 
concerning. Delta is still with 
us, and so is the omicron. 
Practical masks in public are 
making a comeback, not that 
they ever went entirely away. 
So we’re not quite where we 

thought we might be.
That said, What are you do-

ing New Year’s Eve? And all of 
the other holidays in our near 
future.

That’s our Question of the 
Week for readers.

Post-vaccines, did you have 
big plans for the holidays that 
included all of your family and 
friends, but that are now being 
adjusted a tad? Or even ratch-
eting down to very small plans 
indeed, out of caution?

Or are you instead going 
full speed ahead, attending 
and giving large parties, just 
as in the Before Times?

Are you going on a holiday 
trip — airplanes, ships, a long 
and relaxing train ride — and 
feeling good about it? Or is 
there some trepidation?

If you are throwing a bash, 
are you making it a fully-vacci-
nated-only event? Or is it come 
as you are — vaxed or not?

When you’re on the town, 
do you feel more comfort-
able entering venues asking 
for proof of vaccination? Or is 
that an annoying bureaucratic 
intrusion? Is the mask easy by 
now, or a further annoyance?

Email your thoughts to 
opinion@scng.com. Please in-
clude your full name and city 
or community of residence. 
Provide a daytime phone num-
ber (it will not be published).

Question of the Week

What are you doing 
on New Year’s Eve?

According to a recent aggregate of polls by 
FiveThirtyEight, President Joe Biden’s  ap-
proval rating has plunged nearly 12 percent-
age points since May to just 43%. This is 
no surprise. Biden vowed as a candidate 
to restore norms disregarded by President 
Trump and at his inauguration emphasized 
the value of unity. Since then, he has priori-
tized a costly legislative agenda further to 
the left than what most Americans want. 

Back in April, after Biden 
rammed through a $1.9 tril-
lion spending bill without a 
single Republican vote and 
began entertaining ideas on 
court-packing, this editorial 
board wondered, “The ques-
tion is how far Biden is ac-
tually willing to go and how 
much longer he can shift pol-
icy discussions to the left with-
out running into the inevitable 
backlash.”

Eight months later, it looks 
like that backlash is in full 
swing. Zooming in, it’s clear 
most Americans aren’t satis-
fied with Biden’s leadership on 
key issues.

According to a recent sur-
vey by ABC and Ipsos, 69% of 
Americans disapprove of how 
Biden is handling inflation.

For the one-year period 
leading to November, con-
sumer prices surged 6.8%, the 
highest annual rate since 1982.   

This is e�ectively a tax on 
all Americans, with the harsh-
est e�ects falling on lower-in-
come Americans.

On top of this, 57% of Amer-
icans disapprove of Biden’s 
handling of the ongoing eco-
nomic recovery. 

 President Biden has been 
all-in on federal profligacy as 
the key to getting America’s 
economy moving again.

His key legislative package, 
so-called Build Back Better, 
would increase the federal def-
icit by $3 trillion, according to 
a recent analysis by the Con-
gressional Budget O�ce, if its 

provisions were made perma-
nent.

The sprawling package, 
while touted by self-avowed 
democratic socialist Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders, I-Vermont, as sup-
ported by most Americans, 
isn’t even well-supported.

On Dec. 9, a NPR/Marist 
poll found that just 41% of 
Americans support the Build 
Back Better bill. Just 46% 
think the package will help 
create jobs that pay better, but 
even fewer (42%) think it will 
help people like themselves. 

Meanwhile, the NPR/Marist 
poll indicates that 61% of 
Americans, including 65% of 
independents, think the coun-
try is heading in the wrong di-
rection.

Add to that the impres-
sively low approval ratings of 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris (as low as 28%, according 
to a USA Today/Su�olk poll), 
and it’s clear President Biden 
is promoting unity, of sorts, 
against his administration and 
his priorities.

It is unfortunate that Presi-
dent Biden hasn’t been the col-
laborative, centrist force he 
was as a senator. Heading into 
an election year that increas-
ingly favors Republicans, Biden 
and the Democratic leader-
ship in Congress show little 
signs of adapting to the reality 
that just because a majority of 
Americans were understand-
ably tired of President Trump, 
that doesn’t mean they’ll just 
go along with anything. 

Editorial

Biden falling 
approval isn’t  
a real surprise By Scott A. Hodge

As the Senate considers the 
House-passed version of the 
Build Back Better Act (BBB), 
which promises to make Wash-
ington’s tax-and-spending sys-
tems more progressive, law-
makers should consider the 
findings of a new study by the 
Paris-based World Inequality 
Lab. That’s the organization co-
directed by progressives’ favor-
ite French economists, Thomas 
Piketty, of the Paris School of 
Economics, and Emanuel Saez 
and Gabriel Zucman of the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley.

Titled “Why is Europe More 
Equal Than the United States?” 
the study finds that the U.S. 
tax system is more progres-
sive than Europe’s. In fact, the 
U.S. redistributes more to the 
bottom 50% of taxpayers than 
any country in Europe. Yet, we 
somehow remain one of the 
most unequal countries.

This begs the question: is the 
solution more of the same tax-
and-spend policies found in the 
BBB?

The study finds that since 
1980, income inequality has 
risen faster in the U.S. than in 
Europe. Although the U.S. may 
be richer overall, our poor are 
found to be poorer than Eu-
rope’s poor and our rich are 
found to be richer than Eu-
rope’s rich. This wasn’t always 
the case. In 1980, our bottom 
50%’s share of pretax national 
income was slightly higher than 
in Europe and has declined fur-
ther and faster since.

While the U.S. collects less in 
taxes and social contributions 
as a share of national income 
(28%) than Europe (47%), the 
study finds “the taxation pro-
file is unambiguously more pro-
gressive in the United States.” 
They say that “the top 1% face 
a tax rate higher than 30% in 
the US,” while “bottom income 
groups are taxed at an aver-
age rate that is nearly twice as 
small in the US as in Europe.”

Despite progressives’ claims 
that the those at the top aren’t 
paying their fair share, the 
study finds that “the US stands 
out as the country with the 
highest level of progressivity: 
the top decile faces a tax rate 
that is more than 70% higher 
than that of the poorest half 
of the population.” And while 

BBB would make our income 
tax system even more progres-
sive, these economists note that 
the U.S. already stands out “as 
one of the countries where the 
top 10% pay the largest share of 
their pretax income in the form 
of income and wealth taxes.”

Looking at the net impact of 
taxes and transfers on inequal-
ity, the “US tax-and-transfer 
system appears to be unequiv-
ocally more progressive” than 
in European countries. The top 
10% saw their average incomes 
decrease more after taxes and 
transfers than their counter-
parts in Europe. Meanwhile, 
“the US stands out as the coun-
try that redistributes the great-
est fraction of national income 
to the bottom 50%.”

By the authors’ estimates, 
“taxes and transfers reduce in-
equality more in the US than in 
Europe.” But they conclude, it 
is the starting point, pretax in-
equality, that explains why the 
U.S. has a bigger gap between 
the rich and poor than does Eu-
rope. Thus, in their view, more 
study is needed of how “predis-
tribution policies such as access 
to education and healthcare or 
labor market regulations” can 
impact pretax incomes.

Progressives will claim that 
BBB addresses such issues. But 
we have been playing this game 

for years: raise taxes, increase 
spending, blame the other side 
for the failures. Perhaps the rea-
son the U.S. has persistent in-
equality is seeded in issues out-
side the scope of our tax code. 
Limited public school options, 
an unreliable Medicaid system 
and freezing workers out of self-
help jobs by occupational li-
censing regulations have re-
moved the ladder of opportu-
nity for too many.

We can address those is-
sues without job-killing tax 
hikes and in fact could use our 
tax code to truly help low-in-
come Americans. Indeed, a re-
cent study found that full ex-
pensing of capital investments 
led to greater hiring of low-
skilled workers, while another 
study found that the economic 
burden of the corporate income 
tax is disproportionately borne 
by low-skilled, young and fe-
male workers, suggesting that 
the corporate tax hikes in the 
BBB plan would harm the very 
people the plan is intended to 
help.

Sometimes it is possible to 
help people too much.

Scott A. Hodge is president 
of the Tax Foundation, 
a nonpartisan research 
organization in Washington, 
D.C.

ECONOMICS

Le�-leaning economists 
undercut premise of BBB

MELINA MARA/THE WASHINGTON POST VIA AP, POOL

Vice President Kamala Harris applauds as President Joe Biden 
addresses a joint session of Congress on April 28, 2021. Some 
economist have concerns of the president’s Build Back Better Act.
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DEAR ABBY » My 
husband is in his 
40s and perma-
nently disabled 
from injuries re-
ceived in a recent 
automobile acci-
dent. He is in pain, 
on pain medicine 
24 hours a day and 
basically sleeps his 
days away. His pain 
and immobility make inti-
macy impossible.

He doesn’t object when 
I go out with friends or 
participate in activities he 
is unable to do, like hik-
ing, biking or kayaking, 
yet I feel guilty for leaving 
him home alone five days 
a week, and sometimes 
the entire weekend. His 
mother thinks I’m a terri-
ble person for doing this, 
but I can’t just sit home 
with him after I get home 
from work because he falls 
asleep watching TV.

We both know this will 
be the situation for the 
rest of our lives. This self-
care is very important to 
my physical and mental 
well-being, as the financial 
stress is also overwhelm-
ing. How do I continue 
to live an active life and 

still be the wife he 
needs?

— Sad Fate in 
Pennsylvania

DEAR SAD FATE » If 
the situation were 
reversed, is this the 
way you would like 
your husband to 
treat you? This is 
an honest discus-

sion you should be having 
with him. I will be frank. 
Leaving a disabled spouse 
five days (nights?) a week 
or for an entire weekend 
on a regular basis seems 
excessive.

You promised to love, 
honor and cherish this 
man in sickness and in 
health. Would it be possi-
ble to include him on an 
occasional outing — if he 
can handle it — so he can 
have some fresh air and a 
change of scenery? If you 
must go out to preserve 
your sanity, it would be 
compassionate to arrange 
for someone to stay with 
him so he’s not alone in 
case there is an emergency.

DEAR ABBY » I’m a woman 
of 28. I have started fall-
ing in love with a girl I 

met recently. We talked 
for a while, expressed feel-
ings for each other and de-
cided to start dating. She 
lives in Minnesota and I’m 
in Texas. She’s also in col-
lege. I think she’s 18 or 19. 
I know our age span is a 
little wide, but we didn’t 
care about that.

Recently she hasn’t been 
talking to me as often. She 
said she just needs some 
time to herself and that 
she’s having some second 
thoughts about all of this. 
I talked with her about it, 
and she told me she still 
loves me and wants me 
to come visit her. What 
should I do?

— Starting To Lose Faith

DEAR STARTING » You are 
ready for a serious com-
mitment to someone. She’s 
a college student who isn’t 
yet out of her teens. If she 
needs time to herself so 
she can figure out whether 
she is ready for the kind 
of relationship you have in 
mind, give it to her. Do not 
force it. If that means post-
poning your visit, so be it.

Contact Dear Abby at 
DearAbby.com.

ADVICE

Wife’s activities exclude husband 

Dear 
Abby
Columnist

Moon Alert: A�er 12:30 a.m., 
there are no restrictions to shop-
ping or important decisions. The 
Moon is in Taurus.

Happy birthday for Tuesday, 
Dec. 14, 2021: You are a sensitive 
person who is versatile and ambi-
tious. You’re fair, impartial and 
thoughtful. You are a seeker who 
wants to learn more about many 
things. This year is a time of work 
and building both physically in an 
external way as well as internal 
structures in your life. This will 
prepare you for change next year.

Aries (March 21-April 19): ★★★ 
Financial matters are on your mind 
today. You might be contemplat-
ing a major purchase. At a deeper 
level, you also might be thinking 
about your values today. Some-
thing might prompt you to ask 
yourself, “What really matters?” 
Tonight: Guard your possessions.

Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
★★★★★ The Moon is in your 
sign today and tomorrow. This 
happens for two days every 
month, and when it occurs, it 
increases your emotions about 
things and heightens your 
reactions to others. However, 
it slightly improves your luck. 
Tonight: Unexpected events.

Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
★★★ While you are focused on 
partners and close friends today, 
especially someone who might 
be a bit challenging to deal with 
lately, you will welcome a chance 
to hide or work alone or behind 
the scenes. You need a breather; 
perhaps some time o�. Tonight: 
Quiet time.

Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
★★★★ Today a heart-to-heart 
conversation with a friend, per-
haps a female, will be meaningful 

to you. In fact, this discussion 
might prompt you to change or 
modify your future goals. You 
also might rethink your relation-
ship to a club or a group. Tonight: 
Be friendly.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): ★★★ 
You are high-viz today, which 
means people notice you more 
than usual. Since this is happen-
ing, it’s good for you to be aware 
of this in case you have to do 
some damage control. Today you 
will feel sympathetic to others, 
especially co-workers. If you can 
help someone, you will. Tonight: 
Expect something di�erent.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
★★★★★ Your sense of adven-
ture is heightened today, which 
is why you want to go places, 
meet new faces and discover ex-
citing things. You want to learn 
more about your world! If you can 
travel, by all means, do so. Take 
a course or study to expand your 
knowledge. Tonight: Check travel 
plans.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
★★★ Today your feelings are 
intense. Ironically, you might 
attract emotionally intense 
people to you as well! You might 
envy something that someone 
else owns. Or you might have a 
desire to have greater control 
over something or a particular 
situation. Tonight: Something 
unexpected.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
★★★ Once a month, for two 
days, the Moon is opposite your 
sign. Today that time has arrived. 
This means that when you’re 
dealing with others, you have to 
be cooperative and show largess 
and be accommodating. Let 
someone else go �rst. In two 

weeks, when the Moon is in your 
sign, you’re the star! Tonight: 
Someone will surprise you.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
★★★ You might have to work 
on behalf of someone else today 
or do something to provide a ser-
vice for someone. You also might 
be focused more than usual on 
your health. Meanwhile, some of 
you will be involved with a situa-
tion related to your pet. Tonight: 
An interruption.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
★★★★★ This is a favorable 
day because the Moon in Taurus 
is supportive to your Sun in 
Capricorn. Furthermore, for you, 
this Moon makes you feel more 
playful, more sociable and more 
inclined to enjoy sports, fun out-
ings and pleasant activities with 
kids. Hurrah! Tonight: Socialize! 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
★★★★ If possible, you will 
prefer to cocoon at home among 
familiar surroundings today. 
This is because you want to 
seek comfort and refuge, and 
escape the demands of your 
outside world. Some of you also 
might be involved with a parent 
today. Tonight: A surprise at 
home.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
★★★★ Today you need to talk 
to someone because you have 
something you want to say. You 
won’t be satis�ed with super�cial 
chitchat. You want to get some-
thing o� your chest, and you want 
someone to listen to you. Tonight: 
Unexpected news.

Find Georgia Nicols 
horoscopes at 
georgianicols.com.

Horoscope

DEAR READERS » 
When you pur-
chase a live 
Christmas tree, 
ask the seller to 
make a fresh cut, 
straight across 
the base of the trunk, re-
moving around an inch 
from the bottom, to be 
sure that there’s plenty 
of water absorption.

As soon as you get 
the tree home, put it in 
a tree stand. Add wa-
ter right away, and be 
sure it covers the cut 
end of the trunk. The 
tree needs lots of water. 
Check it daily.

Place the tree away 
from fireplaces, wood 
stoves, direct sunlight 
or other heat sources, 
because the heat will 
make the tree droop and 
might create a fire haz-
ard.

DEAR READERS » Dur-
ing the festive and busy 
holidays, your house 
can get messy, and you 
might need to spi� it up 
in a hurry. Here are five 
quick ways to do this:

1. File it — Sort and 
file bills, coupons and 
paperwork.

2. Forward it — 
Items that are scattered 
around should be moved 
to where they belong.

3. Fix it — Col-
lect any items 
that need to be 
repaired and fix 
them.

4. Fill it in — 
Fill out any forms, 

school permission slips 
or bills that must be 
completed.

5. Forget about it — 
Throw out, donate to 
charity, give away or 
take to the recycle bin 
any unwanted items.

DEAR READERS » Dur-
ing holiday meals, it’s 
inevitable that some of 
the delicious food will 
end up on the table-
cloth, particularly gravy. 
Here’s what to do for 
a washable tablecloth: 
Spoon up as much of the 
gravy as you can and 
try to treat it as soon as 
possible. Blot the stains 
with paper towels. Then 
put the tablecloth in a 
sink. Soak with a mix-
ture of 1 teaspoon of a 
mild, colorless liquid de-
tergent to each cup of 
lukewarm water. If the 
stain is still there, put a 
full-strength liquid laun-
dry detergent on the fab-
ric and rub it well, then 
launder as usual.

DEAR READERS » Most 
likely, after your holi-

day dinners, there will 
be leftovers, and you 
don’t want to toss out 
good food that can be 
transformed into other 
tasty meals. Instead, use 
heavy plastic plates with 
compartments. Scoop 
leftover portions into 
them. You can add spices 
or seasonings to jazz 
them up. Then put the 
filled dinner plates into 
freezer-safe zip-top bags 
and label and date it. 
When you are in a rush 
for a fast dinner, you can 
grab these and reheat in 
the microwave.

DEAR READERS » After 
you slice apples, isn’t 
it annoying when they 
start to turn brown? It’s 
not an appetizing look. 
Here’s how to prevent 
this from happening. 
Squeeze lemon, orange 
or grapefruit juice on 
the cut slices, or you can 
dip the slices in lightly 
salted water.

Here’s a quick treat: 
Mix a teaspoon of sugar 
with a bit of lemon juice 
and toss the apples.

Write to Heloise at 
P.O. Box 795001, San 
Antonio, TX 78279-5000; 
Fax 210-HELOISE; or 
email Heloise@Heloise.
com.

HINTS FROM HELOISE

Make your tree last longer

Universal Sudoku Puzzle

Previous puzzle 
solution
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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The New York Times Crossword
By Jennifer Lee and Victor Galson Edited by Will Shortz  No. 1109

Answers to yesterday’s puzzle

ACROSS
 1 Analyze 

grammatically

 6 Extreme devotee, 
informally

11 Org. for Pistons 
and Rockets

14 Overact

15 Egypt’s Sadat

16 Common street 
name in the 
Northeast

17 “God in his wisdom 
made the fly / And 
then forgot …”

19 ___ Sports  (video 
game)

20 Card in Uno

21 Word after square 
or plus

22 Brings home

24 “Tell me, O 
Octopus, I begs, 
/  Is those things 
arms …?”

28 Festival that 
awards the Palme 
d’Or

31 Best possible

32 Eschew

33 Voiced, as 
grievances

35 Something often 
lent, but never 
returned

38 Eye of ___  (part of 
a witch’s brew)

39 Poet Nash, who 
wrote the lines in 
17-, 24-, 47- and 
58-Across

40 Long part of a 
horse, short part of 
a giraffe

41 Places with 
frontline workers, 
for short

42 Vibes

43 Parts of a 
Facebook feed

44 Bring out

46 “Let’s be real”

47 “The cow is of the 
bovine ilk; /  One 
end is moo, …”

51 Alternative to 
Google or AOL

52 One-named singer 
born Gabriella 
Sarmiento Wilson

53 Straw, basically

57 Thanksgiving 
dinner ending

58 “The trouble with 
a kitten is that /  
Eventually it …”

62 Flub

63 They protect the 
QB

64 Beth Harmon’s 
weakness in “The 
Queen’s Gambit”

65 “Yes, captain”

66 Ocean’s motions

67 Like a good biscuit

DOWN
 1 Adoptees from the 

A.S.P.C.A.

 2 One way to run

 3 Indian flatbread

 4 “Go, go, go!”

 5 Fish that may have 
only vestigial fins

 6 Mr. Tumnus in the 
“Narnia” books and 
others

 7 Zoomed-in map

 8 “Blech!”

 9 “I’ll pass”

10 Impassive

11 Netflix debut, 
perhaps

12 Ice you can wear

13 Not quite right

18 Lowry who wrote 
“The Giver”

23 ___ mode

25 Like a low battery 
icon

26 Puts on the payroll

27 Genesis garden

28 Walking aid

29 Profess

30 “Listen, bub!”

33 What the nouns 
and verb in this 
clue doesn’t do

34 Civil rights activist 
___ B. Wells

36 Prefix with 
inflammatory

37 Doctor’s generic 
recommendation 

39 “That’s gotta 
hurt!”

40 Shirley Temple, e.g.

42 Decepticon’s 
enemy in the 
“Transformers” 
films

43 Chum

45 Scooby-___

46 Something said to 
be in the eyes or 
belly

47 Like an 
overachieving 
personality

48 Dangerous, as a 
situation

49 French wine valley

50 Much internet 
humor

54 Home of the Bruins

55 Refuse to continue

56 E-commerce site 
for homemade 
goods

59 One of  the 
Manning brothers

60 El ___ (Spanish 
hero)

61 UV blocking 
measure

Q U E E N P A C T S C S I
E D D I E A M A H L E T C
D O N N A S U M M E R R Y E

N A S A L O O F T E X T
T I S L I S A

A R E T H A F R A N K L I N
A V O I D D R E S S B R O
C A P N S M I T H L O K I
H I E A K I T A N E W E R
E L L A F I T Z G E R A L D

A C T S G A S
M A D E L A S S O H E S
O L D L O R E T T A L Y N N
J O E O P E R A W A R I O
O E R L E A F Y S W E P T

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67
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FOR BETTER OR WORSE: By Lynn Johnston WIZARD OF ID: By Brant Parker and Johnny Hart

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE: By Stephan Pastis BABY BLUES: By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

LUANN: By Greg Evans ZITS: By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM: By Mike Peters BLONDIE: By Dean Young & John Marshall

FRANK & ERNEST: By Bob Thaves BIZARRO: By Wayno and Piraro

MARVIN: By Tom Armstrong PICKLES: By Brian Crane

THE BORN LOSER: By Chip Sansom MARMADUKE: By Brad & Paul Anderson ZIGGY: By Tom Wilson

DRABBLE: By Kevin Fagan

BALDO: By Cantú and Castellanos DENNIS THE MENACE: By Hank Ketcham FAMILY CIRCUS: By Bil Keane

GARFIELD: By Jim Davis

ROSE IS ROSE: By Pat Brady & Don Wimmer B.C.: By Mastronianni & Hart

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE: By Chris Browne BEETLE BAILEY: By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker
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DEAR DR. ROACH » Is 
it safe for an unvac-
cinated person expe-
riencing long-term 
symptoms after a 
COVID-19 infection 
to get the vaccina-
tion, or must they 
wait until the typi-
cal 90-day period for 
symptoms to dimin-
ish or disappear?

— P.M.

DEAR READER » In general, 
people can expect to have 
symptoms of acute CO-
VID-19 infection for up to 
four weeks after the onset 
of symptoms. Beyond four 
weeks, people with persis-
tent symptoms are consid-
ered to have post-COVID 
conditions, also called “long 
COVID.” The most typi-
cal symptoms are fatigue, 
shortness of breath and dif-
ficulty thinking or with 
memory, often called “brain 
fog.” Other symptoms may 
include chest pain, cough, 
loss of taste and smell, and 
many more. Roughly a third 
of people with symptomatic 
COVID-19 symptoms will 
have persistent symptoms.

I do recommend vaccina-
tion after COVID-19 infec-
tion, with or without per-
sistent symptoms. People 
should get vaccinated only 
after they have met criteria 
for stopping isolation. This 
usually means waiting until 
10 days after symptom on-
set; after resolution of fever 
for at least 24 hours; and af-
ter improvement of other 
symptoms. People with se-
vere disease or with an im-
mune system condition 

should consult their 
physicians, as they 
may need more time. 
There is no rush to 
giving the vaccine. 
The risk of being in-
fected again within 
three months of CO-
VID-19 infection is 
very low. People who 
received monoclonal 
antibodies should not 

get vaccinated for 90 days.
Vaccination has not been 

associated with worsen-
ing of symptoms in peo-
ple with persistent COVID 
symptoms. There have been 
some cases of symptoms im-
proving with vaccine. So, 
for a person who is well 
past their acute phase, get-
ting the vaccine is safe and 
may possibly help reduce 
long COVID symptoms, but 
is not urgent since immu-
nity is reliable for at least 90 
days after infection.

DEAR DR. ROACH » I’m a 
healthy 66-year-old woman 
who experienced a “gush” 
of vaginal bleeding a few 
days ago. It subsided fairly 
quickly, and I have not ex-
perienced any bleeding or 
spotting since. I immedi-
ately saw my OB/GYN. Her 
visual assessment of my 
cervix showed no inflam-
mation and a healthy ap-
pearance. She then recom-
mended we do a uterine bi-
opsy to rule out cancer. I 
was informed that no seda-
tion is used and to expect 
sharp pain and cramping. 
I was perplexed. Why, with 
modern medicine, am I to 
be subject to medieval tor-
ture? Why isn’t sedation of-

fered to alleviate pain and 
discomfort? Would an ul-
trasound be a more pru-
dent first step?

— L.A.

DEAR READER » Uterine 
bleeding in a woman after 
menopause always raises 
the concern for endome-
trial (uterine) cancer, al-
though only about 10% of 
cases turn out to be cancer. 
Still, a thorough evaluation 
is called for in any woman 
with postmenopausal uter-
ine bleeding.

Either ultrasound or bi-
opsy is a reasonable first 
step in excluding uter-
ine cancer in women with 
postmenopausal bleeding. 
Most experts recommend 
the biopsy, since the ultra-
sound often does not give 
enough information to ex-
clude cancer, and the bi-
opsy will be necessary any-
way.  

If a biopsy is needed, you 
have options. Take a pain 
reliever ahead of time to 
prevent or at least reduce 
pain. Sedation is perfectly 
reasonable, although you 
will need someone to help 
you home after the proce-
dure. I did also read about 
using anesthetic for the 
procedure, but it is not rou-
tinely done. Most women 
do not have severe pain 
(certainly not “medieval 
torture” level), according to 
studies, but speak to your 
gynecologist about the op-
tions.

Contact Dr. Roach at 
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu.

ASK DR. ROACH

Long COVID and vaccination 

Dr. Keith 
Roach
Columnist

The Daily Commuter

BROOM HILDA: By Russell Myers

DILBERT: By Scott Adams

SHERMAN’S LAGOON: By Jim Toomey

RED & ROVER: By Brian Bassett

Universal Crossword
ACROSS
  1 Ease up
  6 Blown away
 10 Word after 

“welcome” 
or “yoga”

 13 Early wake- 
up time

 14 Pink, like  
a steak

 15 “Rocks”
 16 *Goes too far
 19 Baby seals
 20 Sell
 21 Express lane 

unit
 22 Slice of 

history
 23 Mr. Rogers’ 

first name
 25 Enjoy some 

egg rolls
 27 *Herding dog 

with rough 
hair

 29 Factions
 33 Ticket parts 

that might be 
scrapbooked

 34 Get ready, 
for short

 37 Be behind 
on bills

 38 “___ I’m a 
Cheerleader” 
(1999 satirical 
comedy)

 39 ___ Field 
(home to  
the Mets)

 40 Chess  
pieces

 41 Boxer Ali
 43 Train a  

boxer?
 44 Common 

retirement 
spot?

 45 *Chalk 
drawings on 
pavement

 47 Legendary 
people

 49 Knee part: 
Abbr.

 50 Leave 
speechless

 52 ___-cone
 53 Painter 

whose name 
anagrams  
to “yoga”

 55 Bluish green
 57 Girl in  

Edinburgh
 61 *Caused a 

feeling of 
irritation

 65 Hash browns 
ingredient, 
informally

 66 Competed
 67 Music genre 

that might 
give you  
the feels

 68 Wipe from a 
chalkboard

 69 Caesar’s 
words to 
Brutus

 70 “You’ve ___ 
your match!”

DOWN
  1 Makes  

certain
  2 Cameo role
  3 Things that 

might be on 
the chopping 
block?

  4 (Is this thing 
on?)

  5 Middle of 
summer?

  6 Curved like  
a rainbow

  7 Advise of 
danger

  8 Wear away
  9 ___ Plaines, 

Illinois
 10 Catcher’s 

catcher
 11 Feeling after 

leg day

 12 Abound
 17 State  

confidently
 18 Location
 19 Cat or ferret, 

e.g.
 23 Calf bones
 24 Begin again
 26 Pain-relieving 

pill
 28 Creator of 

a 3D puzzle 
cube

 30 Sandwich, 
chips and 
drink, e.g.

 31 11- or 
12-year-old

 32 Puts in the 
mail

 34 Classic IBM 
products

 35 Tear
 36 “Wheels 

down” info: 
Abbr.

 41 Brand with  
a green  
crocodile 
logo

 42 Not just 
seasonal

 45 Move like a 
dog’s tail

 46 Ballerina’s 
skirt

 48 Young  
stallion

 51 Audacity
 52 Cold  

shower?
 54 “___ boy!”
 56 Butting 

heads
 58 “Uh ...  

excuse me”
 59 “___ Places 

More Than 
Others”  
(Renee  
Watson 
novel)

 60 Little  
twerp

 62 Word that 
establishes 
consent

 63 Get a lode  
of this!

 64 Campus 
email  
ender

© 2021 Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

Define Your Boundaries by Paul Coulter12/14

12/13

Answers to yesterday’s puzzle
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Puzzler Crossword

No more than two X’s or two O’s 
can be next to each other on any 
line, across or down. There must be 
five X’s and five O’s in each row and 
column. No two rows or columns 
can be the same.

Previous solution

Previous solutionThe goal is to fill 
the grid with con-
secutive numbers 
that connect 
horizontally, 
vertically or 
diagonally. Each 
puzzle has only 
one possible 
solution. The first 
and last numbers 
of a puzzle will be 
in circle markers.

Previous solution

Sudoku X

Previous solution

Follow all of the 
rules of a classic 
Sudoku game — no 
repeats within the 
same row, column 
or 3x3 grid — but be 
careful. Each axis 
of the X of black 
squares that 
criss-crosses the 
puzzle is another 
no-repeat zone.

Kakuro
How to solve: Kakuro is 
acrossword that uses 
numbers. The “clues” are in 
the small triangles. The 
answers contain the 
numbers 1 through 9. The 
numbers in an answer must 
add up to the clue. However, 
no number can be 
duplicated in an answer.

Previous solution

Word Scrimmage Make a 2- to 
7-letter word 
from the letters 
on each 
yardline. Add 
points to each 
word using 
scoring direc-
tions. Seven-
letter words 
get a 60-point 
bonus. “Blanks” 
used as any 
letter have no 
point value. All 
the words can 
be found in 
Webster’s New 
World College 
Dictionary.

Previous 
solution
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LOCAL

News service reports

The Long Beach State 
men’s basketball team 
went toe-to-toe on the road 
with the No. 16 team in the 
country, but USC was able 
to hold on down the stretch 
and hand LBSU a 73-62 de-
feat Sunday at the Galen 
Center. 

Joel Murray led the way 
for LBSU (3-7) with 14 
points, while Colin Slater 
and Romelle Mansel also 
both finished in double fig-
ures.

“They came out in the 
second half and we missed 
a couple of good looks,” 
LBSU coach Dan Monson 
said. “Then it snowballed 
and they took control of 
the game. We kept fighting 
and we had an opportunity, 
but they were better than us 
when they needed to be.”

Led by Isaiah Mobley’s 21 
points and 12 rebounds, the 
16th-ranked Trojans pulled 
away at the beginning of 
the second half.

“These teams come in 
and think it’s their Super 
Bowl,” said Drew Peterson, 
who added 15 points for 
USC. “One game can kind of 

set us back big time, so we 
knew we had to lock down. 
Thankfully, we answered 
right away.”

Slater added 12 points. 
Mansel had 10 points, in-
cluding three dunks in the 
second half, and seven re-
bounds.

Neither team led by 
more than seven points in 
the first half. LBSU out-
scored USC 12-9 to lead by 
three before Peterson hit a 
3-pointer that beat the half-
time buzzer for a 38-all tie.

LBSU missed its first six 
shots of the second half be-
fore Slater hit a jumper. 
Then USC stretched the 
lead to 13 points.

LBSU followed with back-
to-back baskets by Slater, 
including a 3-pointer, to 
make it 62-54. But Peterson 
answered with USC’s ninth 
3-pointer of the game, and 
LBSU was e�ectively done.

LBSU fell to 0-2 against 
ranked teams, having lost 
to then-No. 2 UCLA 100-79 
in its second game of the 
season.

It plays La Sierra on Sat-
urday at 6 p.m. in the Wal-
ter Pyramid in its last home 
game until Jan. 8.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Long Beach St. shows fight but falls to USC

ALEX GALLARDO — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Long Beach State guard Colin Slater scored 12 points in the team’s 73-62 loss to USC on Sunday at the Galen Center. 

By Eddie Pells
The Associated Press

COPPER MOUNTAIN, COLO. » 
One of Shaun White’s great-
est fears is finding himself 
upside down above a half-
pipe with no idea where he’s 
going to land.

Time and again over two 
decades, he has decided the 
risk is worth it.

As he embarked this 
month on the quest to 
make his fifth Olympics, 
the world’s most famous 
halfpipe rider says living a 
life full of calculated risks 
is still part of his DNA — 
a mindset that, these days, 
is less taken for granted in 
all-or-nothing sports such 
as his than it was a mere 12 
months ago.

“I’ve been lost in the air 
before, and it’s terrifying,” 
White said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 
“You’re flying around and 
you don’t know where you 
are and you’re hoping for 
the best. The sky color 
matches the color of the 
snow. We never really had 
a name for that. I was in-
trigued when I heard they 
call it the ‘twisties’ in gym-
nastics.”

Simone Biles’ decision 
to pull out of the wom-
en’s team final  at the To-
kyo Games earlier this year 
resonated with athletes 
throughout the elite world, 
including White, and also 
advanced the conversation 
about many of the mental-
health challenges Olympi-
ans face.

Just as twisting and som-
ersaulting over a vault can 
be a life-threatening en-
deavor, doing the same 
over an icy, rock-hard half-
pipe is among the most dan-
gerous of Olympic pursuits. 
White was famously heli-
coptered o� the halfpipe in 

New Zealand after a griz-
zly wreck in the run-up to 
the 2018 Olympics. When he 
overcame the 62-stitch in-
jury to his face and won the 
gold medal in Pyeongchang, 
it marked a stunning cre-
scendo to a comeback that 
even he wasn’t sure was pos-
sible.

White believes the key to 
an athlete putting him or 
herself at risk over and over 
again is knowing you’re do-
ing it for the right reasons 
— a key component missing 
from Biles’ mindset when 
she stepped away.

“It’s scary to be out there 
alone,” White said. “And 
when you go out and do 
that, you want it to be your 
choice. You don’t want to 
feel like you have to do this 
because of some reason 
other than, ‘Hey, I want to 
do this.’”

The stakes will be every 

bit as high, if not higher, 
this year. A triple cork jump 
— involving 1620 degrees of 
spin above the halfpipe — 
could very well be the trick 
needed to win the Olym-
pics. It involves another 
half revolution of spin than 
the back-to-back 1440s that 
White used to win in Korea. 
White used to practice the 
triple cork into an air bag, 
but nobody has yet pulled it 
o� in a high-stakes contest.

Meanwhile, at the sea-
son’s first Olympic quali-
fying event this week, ev-
eryone saw the risks in-
volved. In Saturday’s final 
of the U.S. Grand Prix, Jap-
anese rider Raibu Katayama 
had to be taken by sled o� 
the course after hitting his 
head and neck on the lip 
of the halfpipe. Earlier in 
the week, freeskier Connor 
Ladd was taken to a hospi-
tal in Denver after su�ering 

a traumatic head injury. His 
family said Ladd has made  
progress but has a long jour-
ney ahead.

Another freeskier, Gus 
Kenworthy, pulled out of the 
contest. He said it’s not un-
common for action-sports 
athletes to get lost in the air.

“I didn’t have a sense 
of where the sky and the 
ground and everything was, 
and that’s why I pulled out,” 
said Kenworthy, who won 
the silver medal in slope-
style in 2014.

White withdrew from 
snowboarding’s Olympic 
slopestyle contest in 2014 
— part of a Russian adven-
ture that turned out noth-
ing like he’d hoped.

“It was hard and it was 
harsh,” White said. “I got 
a bunch of backlash from 
other competitors saying 
I chickened out. But I had 
to be confident with myself 

and say, ‘You know, look, 
this is the comfort level, and 
it’s not there.’”

White also finished 
fourth in the halfpipe that 
year. The setbacks forced 
him to step back and re-
think what made him love 
snowboarding, and all the 
risk that comes with it, in 
the first place.

Part of the mission be-
tween 2014-18 was to get 
back to the top, and do 
it without so much noise 
from the outside — spon-
sors, business projects and 
the like.

It’s like that again this 
time around, but with an 
even tighter-knit feel.

He’s working with his 
brother, Jesse, again, and 
is in a relationship with ac-
tress Nina Dobrev, who he 
met at a motivational sem-
inar, Now 35 and with the 
end of his career much 

closer than the beginning, 
White says he’s entering this 
Olympic journey with a re-
fined perspective on what’s 
really important.

In his teens and 20s, he 
battled against cynics who 
wondered why he was de-
voting his life — putting 
his life on the line, in fact — 
for a sport that was not ac-
cepted in the mainstream. 
He coupled that with a de-
sire to show that not only 
was he in a legit sport, but 
that he was the best at it, 
and that, yes, you could be-
come rich and famous do-
ing it.

“After a while, drawing 
from that same fuel of moti-
vation isn’t sustainable,” he 
said. “So then, you go, ‘OK, 
cool, what else is there? And 
then I look and see things 
that are important to me: 
Being a good friend. Being 
someone who others can 
count on. I had to take this 
hard look at what I was do-
ing, and now, this under-
standing of who I am in the 
greater picture has really 
helped me with everything. 
With feeling content.”

Don’t get him wrong. 
He’d still like to win on Feb. 
11, the day the gold medal is 
awarded on the mountains 
outside of Beijing.

If he does, it will add to 
an already legendary trophy 
case. If he doesn’t — well, it 
won’t be the first time he’s 
come up short.

Perhaps the biggest tri-
umph, he says, has already 
been secured. He’s still do-
ing this at age 35, and he’s 
ready to give everything in 
a quest for a fifth Olympics 
because he’s doing it for the 
right reasons.

“I’m feeling motivated 
and I’m feeling like I can,” 
White said. “It’s a di�erent 
feeling but the drive and the 
motivation is there.”

OLYMPICS

On road to fifth Olympics, White finds risk worth it

PATRICK SEMANSKY — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Shaun White bites his gold medal during a ceremony at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea.
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late scheduling whirlwind that 
features Baltimore, Minnesota, 
San Francisco and Seattle. The 
defense couldn’t restrain Ky-
ler Murray for four quarters, but 
it kept batting down his passes 
and intercepted two, which the 
Rams turned into touchdowns.

Aaron Donald was monumen-
tal, from his sack on the first 
play until the end of the fourth 
quarter, when he stood above a 
fallen Murray. The Cards had re-
covered an onside kick and Mur-
ray made a dash that was called 
back by Sean Harlow’s holding 
penalty — on Donald.

Donald also tipped the pass 
that Leonard Floyd intercepted 
as Murray was trying to put the 
Cardinals up, 10-0.

“You’re hot,” Floyd told Don-
ald. “Keep staying hot.”

“I’ve seen it from afar, and 
I’ve seen it up close and per-
sonal,” Matthew Sta�ord said 
with a grin. “Great players do 
that kind of thing. I was stand-
ing on the sideline and (o�ensive 
coordinator) Kevin O’Connell 
said, well, you never know. He 
(Murray) might try to fit one in 
there, and we might pick it. And, 
holy (mackerel), that’s what hap-

pened.”
Defensively the Rams held 

Murray to a 72.1 passer rating, 
and cornerbacks Darius Wil-
liams and David Long hung in 
there against a mega-gifted re-
ceiving group. DeAndre Hop-
kins, a rival of Jalen Ramsey’s 
for so long, caught only five 
passes for 54 yards in his ab-
sence.

Sta�ord, protected well, put 
so much oomph into one pass 
that he looked like an Olympian 

javelin man, and Van Je�erson 
turned it into a 52-yard touch-
down. On the next door he got 
hit by Chandler Jones and the 
ball squirted away to his right, 
and as 21 other guys looked up 
and down and around for it, 
Sta�ord sprinted to cover it.

“I was screaming while I was 
running,” he said.

That meant he could con-
nect with Cooper Kupp for a 27-
13 lead.

“I thought the leadership of 

this team really came through,” 
coach Sean McVay said.

But it was di�cult to take all 
the drives and kicks and pen-
alties seriously, in the face of a 
problem that is bearing down on 
two years without a solution, let 
alone a face.

On Monday, 37 NFL players 
were reported to test positive. 
The Rams lost Ramsey and Tyler 
Higbee and were already miss-
ing Darrell Henderson and Rob 
Havenstein. That’s four promi-
nent starters.

The Detroit Lions went to 
Denver on Sunday and lost 38-
10. They were missing six play-
ers who had tested positive and 
were forced to go back to virtual 
meetings.

The Calgary Flames of the 
NHL had their Monday game 
with Chicago postponed, thanks 
to variants inside their locker 
room. Ten of the NBA’s Chicago 
Bulls have tested positive dur-
ing the past 13 days, and two of 
their games have been pushed 
back.

The Bulls were double-vacci-
nated and received boosters, and 
their symptoms have been neg-
ligible. Joel Embiid of the Phila-
delphia 76ers caught a stronger 
version of the variant and said 
he wasn’t sure he would survive.

The NFL is expected to make 
the booster shot mandatory by 

Dec. 27. But as all the sports 
begin to take full houses and 
crowded beer lines and cheek-
by-unmasked-jowl seating for 
granted, their seasons are being 
jeopardized again.

It would not be surprising if 
an alpha quarterback like Tom 
Brady demanded that his Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers go into lock-
down during the run to the 
postseason concludes. It also 
wouldn’t surprise anyone if the 
NHL got disrupted by cross-
border concerns, or if the col-
lege basketball season went hay-
wire again. Washington already 
has punted games with Gonzaga 
and UCLA.

One assumes the NCAA is 
looking for contingencies for its 
tournament, which was entirely 
confined to Indianapolis last 
year. The Los Angeles area has 
the hotels and the arenas to play 
host, if it comes to that.

Unfortunately, pandemic fa-
tigue has given way to pan-
demic denial through much of 
the country. The NFL plowed 
through it all in 2021 as if it was 
trying to show that football and 
the virus were co-existing facts 
of our lives. That theory is be-
coming gospel.

The Rams showed they know 
the rules. The show, accompa-
nied by the casting calls, goes 
on.

Whicker
FROM PAGE 1

NFL

By Kevin Modesti
kmodesti@scng.com 
@kevinmodesti on Twitter

GLENDALE, ARIZ. » Rams 
cornerback Jalen Ramsey 
and tight end Tyler Hig-
bee were placed on the CO-
VID-19 reserve list Mon-
day afternoon as the team 
continued to be hit hard by 
the virus before its game 
against the Arizona Car-
dinals.

Running back Darrell 
Henderson was put on the 
list Saturday, and right 
tackle Rob Havenstein and 
cornerback Dont’e Deayon 
were placed on it Sunday.

Ramsey, Higbee, Hen-
derson and Havenstein 
are the first Rams starters 
to go on the COVID-19 list 
since the start of the regu-
lar season.

All of them missed the 
8-4 Rams’ game against 
the 10-2 Cardinals on Mon-
day night.

The COVID-19 reserve 
list, instituted as part of 
the NFL’s coronavirus pro-
tocols, is for players who 
test positive for the virus 
or are found to have had 
close contact with some-
one who did.

Trying to fill holes, the 
Rams announced Monday 
they activated from the 
practice squad running 
back Javian Hawkins, tight 
end Jared Pinkney and de-
fensive backs Grant Haley 
and Kareem Orr, as well as 
wide receiver and kicko� 
returner Brandon Powell, 
all designated as replace-
ments for players sidelined 
by COVID-19 protocols.

The Rams activated 
linebacker Justin Hollins 
from injured reserve.

In another move, the 
team elevated guard Jer-
emiah Kolone from the 
practice squad.

The loss of Ramsey, gen-
erally considered the NFL’s 
best cornerback, further 
thinned out a secondary 
that also lost Robert Ro-
chell to an injury in the 
past week.

Without Higbee, the 
Rams were left with Ken-
dall Blanton and Brycen 
Hopkins, as well as Pinkey, 
available to play tight end.

Where they stand
The Rams went into 

Monday night’s game two 
games behind the Cardi-
nals in the NFC West ti-
tle race, but feeling secure 
about their position as far 
as making the playo�s is 
concerned.

They remain the No. 1 
wild card and No. 5 seed 
overall with four games 
to play, ahead of the 7-6 
49ers and 6-7 Washing-
ton, with the 6-7 Vikings, 
Eagles, Falcons and Saints 
currently outside of play-
o� position based on tie-

breakers.

Next game
The Rams host the Seat-

tle Seahawks at SoFi Sta-
dium on Sunday at 1:25 
p.m., trying to sweep the 
teams’ regular-season se-
ries for the second time 
in the six years since the 
Rams returned to Los An-
geles.

They won both games 
in 2018 and split the two 
in 2016, 2017, 2019 and 
2020, before beating the 
Seahawks in a first-round 
playo� game last season.

This year, the Rams 
won at Lumen Field 26-17 
in Week 5.

The Seahawks (5-8) are 
one of the NFL’s most dis-
appointing teams but are 
on their first winning 
streak of the season af-
ter beating the 49ers 30-
23 and the Texans in Hous-
ton 33-13.

Unclear futures
The past few weeks have 

brought an increase in the 
number of Rams in impor-
tant roles who can become 
free agents after this sea-
son.

Wide receiver Odell 
Beckham Jr., signed as a 
free agent in November, 
and outside linebacker Von 
Miller, acquired in a trade 
earlier that month, both 
are coming to the end of 
their contracts.

Running back Sony Mi-
chel, playing a stepped-
up role with Henderson 
out, also can be an unre-
stricted free agent. Center 
Coleman Shelton, who has 
been playing in place of in-
jured Brian Allen, can be a 
restricted free agent.

Other potential 2022 
free agents on the Rams’ 
o�ense include right guard 
Austin Corbett, tackle-
guard Joe Noteboom, tight 
end Johnny Mundt and 
backup quarterback John 
Wolford.

Others on defense in-
clude cornerbacks Darious 
Williams and Deayon, and 
linebackers Troy Reeder 
and Ogbonnia Okoronkwo.

Kicker Matt Gay, lead-
ing the league in field-
goal percentage going into 
Monday’s game, can be a 
restricted free agent.

The subject must be on 
players’ minds, but it’s not 
something they’re talk-
ing about publicly with a 
month to go in the regu-
lar season.

Noteboom, who has 
been groomed as an even-
tual successor to Andrew 
Whitworth at left tackle 
and can also play guard, 
was asked in November if 
he has thought about next 
year.

“I try to stay in the mo-
ment with all that stu�,” 
Noteboom said.

RAMS NOTES

Ramsey, Higbee 
hit COVID-19 
list before game

RALPH FRESO — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rams outside linebacker Leonard Floyd (54) celebrates his interception 
against the Cardinals on Monday in the second half in Glendale, Ariz.

RICK SCUTERI — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rams wide receiver Odell Beckham Jr. (3) celebrates his touchdown catch as Cardinals cornerback Marco Wilson reacts. 

to an NFC West division title.
“This was the sign of a 

mentally tough team,” said 
Rams coach Sean McVay, 
who had to juggle lineups 
and game plans between Fri-
day and Monday. “I’m really 
proud of these guys.”

The win by the Rams (9-
4) — their most notable vic-
tory since a September home 
win against Tampa Bay — 
cut Arizona’s (10-3) lead to 
one game and gave them a 
chance at the division title 
with four games left in the 
regular season, while also so-
lidifying their position at the 
top of the conference wild-
card race.

Stafford passed for 287 
yards and three touch-
downs, without an intercep-
tion. Kupp caught a career-
high 13 of Sta�ord’s 23 com-
pletions for 123 yards and a 
touchdown. Arizona’s Ky-
ler Murray was intercepted 
twice, sacked a season-worst 
four times and held without 
a scoring pass.

Sta�ord said it was tough 
hearing Monday morning 
that the Rams would be 
without two more of their 
best players as All-Pro cor-
nerback Jalen Ramsey and 
starting tight end Tyler Hig-
bee went on the COVID-19 re-
serve list.

“Sometimes when your 
back’s against the wall, 
you’ve got less guys than you 
thought you were going to 
have going into a game, it 
brings us together a little bit,” 
Sta�ord said.

Tied at halftime, in danger 
of wearing down as the un-
dermanned team, the Rams 
instead came out and got 
touchdown passes from Staf-
ford on their first two series 
of the third quarter, helped 
by the defense’s second take-
away of the night.

A 52-yard strike to Van Jef-

ferson at the goal line came 
one play after the Rams ben-
efited from an unnecessary-
roughness penalty following 
a catch by Kupp.

After Floyd continued an 
inspired performance by in-
tercepting a Murray pass, the 
Rams took over at the Cardi-
nals’ 19-yard line and went 
up, 27-13, when Kupp went 
down and caught a 4-yard 
pass inside the right end-
zone pylon.

The Cardinals got one 
back on James Conner’s sec-
ond touchdown run.

But Matt Gay’s third field 
goal of the night, and 18th 
consecutive successful field-
goal attempt, made it a two-
score game again with 7:20 
left.

As the season has pro-
gressed, the Rams have been 
confronted more and more 
by injuries, none bigger than 
wide receiver Robert Woods’ 
season-ending knee injury.

But they had been un-
scathed by COVID-19 going 
into this week. Then, Friday, 
Rams leading rusher Dar-
rell Henderson went on the 
list for players who test pos-
itive or have close contact 
with someone who did. And 
Saturday, right tackle Rob 
Havenstein and cornerback 
Dont’e Deayon were placed 
on the list.

The body blow came 
Monday afternoon when 
the Rams announced that 
Ramsey and Higbee were go-
ing on the COVID-19 list too.

Asked what his reaction to 
the Ramsey and Higbee news 
was, McVay said: “My initial 
reaction was, ‘You gotta be s-
-----g me.’”

That left the Rams with-
out four starters because of 
coronavirus protocols, in ad-
dition to injured starting cen-
ter Brian Allen.

Tight end Kendall Blan-
ton, tackle Bobby Evans, and 
defensive backs David Long 
and Kareem Orr were among 
the Rams stepping into big-
ger roles.

If the team’s confidence 
was frayed, they began to 
stitch it together as the first 
half proceeded.

The Cardinals, seeking 
to repeat their 37-20 victory 
at SoFi Stadium in October, 
had scored first on a nine-
play drive to a field goal. The 
Rams went three and out on 
their first series, and they 
were about to fall behind 10-0 
when Arizona made another 
sustained drive inside their 
10. Murray targeted tight end 
Zach Ertz in the end zone.

But Donald got a hand on 
the pass, and linebacker Er-
nest Jones intercepted it near 
the goal line.

From the sideline, it felt 
like a moment of magic to 
Sta�ord, who had been talk-

ing with Rams o�ensive co-
ordinator Kevin O’Connell 
about what the o�ense would 
do if the Cardinals scored.

“Not three seconds before 
that play happened,” Sta�ord 
said, “I’m (talking) about, ‘All 
right, let’s answer back after 
this,’ and he goes, ‘Well, you 
don’t know. (Murray) could 
throw one in there, it could 
be tipped and picked,’ and as 
he’s finishing the sentence, 
the damn thing happened.”

After Jones’ 31-yard return, 
the Rams went 68 yards to go 
in front for the first time on a 
2-yard pass from Sta�ord to 
Odell Beckham Jr., giving the 
wide receiver touchdowns in 
three consecutive games.

The kickers were trading 
long field goals, Gay produc-
ing a season-best 55-yarder 
and later 35-yarder.

The Rams’ defense was 
doing better against Murray 
this time around. Donald re-
corded two of his sacks in the 
first half, giving him three in 
the past three quarters after 
he got to Trevor Lawrence 
in the fourth quarter of the 
Rams’ victory over the Jack-
sonville Jaguars. The make-
shift secondary was hold-
ing the league’s completion-
percentage leader below his 
norm.

Murray did pull out a sig-
nature play by running for 
16 yards and stepping out of 
bounds at the Rams’ 36 with 
one second left before half-
time, allowing Matt Prater to 
kick a 53-yard field goal and 
make it 13-13.

The Rams got a scare at 
the end of the second half too 
when Prater kicked his third 
field goal with 37 seconds left, 
and the Cardinals recovered 
an on-side kick.

But Donald, who had 
started the game with a sack, 
ended it with his season-high 
third sack of the game with 
Arizona at its own 42-yard 
line.

“He stepped up,” Floyd 
said, “like a lot of (Rams) 
players.”

Rams
FROM PAGE 1

SUMMARY
Rams 0 13 14 3 — 30 
Arizona 3 10 0 10 — 23

First quarter
Ari — FG Prater 53, 10:58.

Second quarter
LAR — Beckham 2 pass from Stafford 
(Gay kick), 12:53.

LAR — FG Gay 55, 7:23.

Ari — Conner 1 run (Prater kick), 3:18.

LAR — FG Gay 35, :35.

Ari — FG Prater 53, :00.

Third quarter
LAR — Jefferson 52 pass from Stafford 
(Gay kick), 13:36.

LAR — Kupp 4 pass from Stafford (Gay 
kick), 9:45.

Fourth quarter
Ari — Conner 8 run (Prater kick), 13:38.

LAR — FG Gay 33, 7:20.

Ari — FG Prater 49, :37.

 LAR Ari

First downs 18 22
Total net yards 356 447
Rushes-yards 21-89 22-103
Passing yards 267 344
Punt returns-yards 0-0 0-0
Kickoff returns-yards 1-27 0-0
Int-return yards 2-42 0-0
Comp-att-int 23-30-0 32-49-2
Sacked-yards lost 3-20 4-39
Punts-average 3-40.0 1-52.0
Fumbles-lost 1-0 1-0
Penalties-yards 5-40 7-54
Time of possession 29:04 30:56

INDIVIDUAL STATS

Rushing — Rams, Michel 20-79, Jefferson 
1-10. Arizona, K.Murray 7-61, Conner 
13-31, Moore 2-11.

Passing — Rams, Stafford 23-30-0-287. 
Arizona, K.Murray 32-49-2-383.

Receiving — Rams, Kupp 13-123, 
Beckham 6-77, Jefferson 2-58, Blanton 
2-29. Arizona, Conner 9-94, Green 7-102, 
Hopkins 5-54, Ertz 5-42, Kirk 3-86, Moore 
3-5.

Missed field goals — None.
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By The Associated Press

Urban Meyer’s tenure in 
Jacksonville is nearing a new 
low, and no one could have 
thought that was possible 2 
½ months ago.

The Jaguars (2-11) were 
shut out for the first time 
in more than a dozen years 
Sunday, a 20-0 drubbing at 
Tennessee that showed just 
how far the team’s offense 
has regressed in the past 
seven weeks.

Although it’s unlikely bil-
lionaire owner Shad Khan 
would fire Meyer after one 
season — Khan despises the 
notion of paying people to 
not work and has been ada-
mant he finally “got it right” 
by hiring Meyer — he has to, 
at the very least, have grow-
ing concerns about his latest 
debacle in Jacksonville.

The Jaguars have failed to 
top 200 total yards in three 
games, including in back-to-
back weeks, and now have 
two five-game skids. Neither 
had happened in the team’s 
previous 26 years.

They have the league’s 
longest current losing streak 
to go along with a 15-game 
road skid and eight consecu-
tive losses in AFC South play.

The only thing that’s im-
proved since Meyer took over 

in January is the team’s de-
fense, and Meyer has mostly 
left that side of the ball to 
longtime NFL assistant and 
first-time coordinator Joe 
Cullen.

Meyer’s first year with 
the Jaguars will be remem-
bered for public embarrass-
ments and weekly confusion  
about what’s happening in 
games and seemingly inside 
the locker room.

Khan and Meyer had a 
one-on-one meeting in Nash-

ville for roughly 15 minutes 
following the latest loss, the 
team’s 32nd in its past 37 
games.

“Our focus is to finish the 
season strong and to make 
whatever adjustments we 
have to make to get this 
thing cooking,” Meyer said.
FORMER JETS PLAYER SEN-
TENCED TO 3 YEARS IN COVID 
SCAM » Former NFL player 
Josh Bellamy has been sen-
tenced to three years and 
one month in federal prison 

for fraudulently obtaining 
over $1.2 million in CO-
VID-19 relief funds.

Bellamy, 32, of St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida, was sen-
tenced Friday in Tampa 
federal court, according to 
court records. He pleaded 
guilty in June to conspir-
acy to commit wire fraud. 
Besides serving prison time, 
Bellamy must also pay res-
titution.

Bellamy most recently 
played for the New York Jets, 

who released him from the 
reserve/physically unable to 
play list in Sept. 2020, just 
days before his arrest.
RAVENS HOPE JACKSON IS A 
QUICK HEALER » This was 
the absence Baltimore could 
least afford. The Ravens are 
hopeful it won’t linger.

Lamar Jackson missed 
most of Sunday’s loss at 
Cleveland after spraining 
his ankle, but a day later, 
coach John Harbaugh said 
the star quarterback did not 
have a high ankle sprain. 
Harbaugh said he’s plan-
ning for Jackson to play 
this week, but it’s too early 
to tell for sure.

“We’ll see where it goes 
this week,” Harbaugh said. 
“If he can go, he’ll go. If not, 
Tyler (Huntley) will be the 
quarterback.”

Huntley threw for 270 
yards and a touchdown 
and showed some impres-
sive scrambling ability, 
but it wasn’t enough as the 
Ravens fell 24-22 to the 
Browns. It was Baltimore’s 
second consecutive loss, but 
the Ravens (8-5) remained 
in sole possession of first 
place in the AFC North.
BRONCOS MAKING A SUR-
PRISING POSTSEASON PUSH 
» What usually drives the 
Denver Broncos this time of 

year is seeing what’s under 
the Christmas tree and en-
visioning what sunny locale 
they’ll be jetting off to come 
January.

Not now.
The Broncos (7-6) thrust 

themselves into the thick of 
the AFC playoff scramble 
with a 38-10 blowout of the 
Detroit Lions  on Sunday.

The postseason hasn’t 
been a possibility for the 
Broncos in mid-Decem-
ber since 2015 when Pey-
ton Manning was holler-
ing “Omaha! Omaha!” at 
the line of scrimmage in-
stead of bantering with 
baby brother Eli from the 
broadcast booth on “Mon-
day Night Football.”

“This is the first time 
we’ve been in this posi-
tion this late in the season 
where we have everything 
right in front of us,” fourth-
year linebacker Bradley 
Chubb said Monday. “So, it 
feels different, guys coming 
in at 10 o’clock, the first lift 
option we’ve got, trying to 
get it in, watching the film.

“Everybody’s locked in, 
man. It’s been fun to see.”

The Broncos haven’t had 
a winning record in Decem-
ber since 2016, when they 
finished 9-7 and missed the 
playoffs. 

NOTES

Meyer’s turbulent tenure with Jags hits new low

KYUSUNG GONG — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jaguars head coach Urban Meyer, in his �rst year in the NFL, watched Jacksonville get 
shut out for the �rst time in more than a dozen years on Sunday.

“It’s just a part of life,” 
Staley said about the CO-
VID-19 spikes across the 
NFL. “It’s just part of the 
world that we’re living in. 
You just make your adjust-
ments when things happen 
and you keep it moving.

“I know that we’re doing 
our best within our ecosys-
tem to make sure that our 
ecosystem here at the build-
ing is safe and that we fol-
low the protocols the best 
that we can and that we 
know how.”

Chargers get rest, 
recovery for Thursday

The Chargers created an 
ideal situation heading into 
a short week by jumping to 
a 30-point lead during the 
fourth quarter of Sunday’s 
win at SoFi Stadium.

Staley pulled most of his 
starters at that point to be-
gin the rest and recovery 
plan that the team imple-
mented to deal with the 
drawbacks that come from 
playing in a Thursday game.

The Chargers will play 
their first Thursday home 
game since 2016 and will 
get to face the Chiefs with-
out having to travel the 
prior game.

“Luckily, this game (ver-
sus the Giants), I think a 
lot of us came out feeling 
pretty good,” Bosa said. 
“It’s definitely the best I’ve 
felt, probably, going into a 
Thursday game I can re-
member.”

Staley had his players go 
through a recovery room 
that had five stations, in-
cluding ice tubs and mas-
sages, following the win 
against the Giants.

“We wanted to start that 
recovery process right now,” 
Staley said Sunday. “We 
did not want to wait until 
Monday. We have a bunch 
of people in there work-
ing right now. That’s a big 
part of it, making sure that 
they take advantage of all 
the resources that we pour 
into them so that they can 
be at their best on Thurs-
day night.”

Bosa isn’t a fan of Thurs-

day games, but he com-
mended the recovery plans 
that Staley and his staff in-
corporated for this season.

“I’ve never really enjoyed 
having to play on Thurs-
day,” Bosa said. “Usually, by 
Thursday, I’m barely start-
ing to feel a little bit better 
going into the weekend. It’s 
kind of tough, but the team 
has been doing a great job. 
They really put an emphasis 
on recovery after the game. 
We were all back there do-
ing the ice tub and getting 
some massages, flushes and 
all of that. We’re doing our 
best to get ready for it.”

Staley, who was hired as 
the team’s head coach in 
January, has taken a cau-
tious approach for players’ 
safety when it comes to in-
juries. He has also added 
detailed pre-practice activ-
ities for warm-ups.

Bosa said he wasn’t 
happy at the time with Stal-
ey’s decision to sideline him 
for the final three quarters 
against the Cincinnati Ben-
gals in Week 13 after be-
ing evaluated for a concus-
sion and cleared to return 
to the game. But Bosa, who 
sustained two concussions 
last season, appreciated 
Staley for prioritizing his 
long-term health.

“It’s definitely easy to get 
caught up in the emotions 
in the moment and I defi-
nitely wanted to go back 
out there, but I’m trying to 
think long term for myself 
and definitely for the team 
as well,” Bosa said. “Because 
if I take a few more bad 
shots, then it’s something 
I’m gonna have to consider, 
probably retiring. But that’s 
not something I’m really 
thinking about. Luckily, I 
made the right decision and 
so did Coach Staley, so I had 
plenty of time to recover.”

Update on James
Staley said safety Der-

win James reported Mon-
day that his hamstring in-
jury is improving.

James didn’t play in the 
win against the Giants be-
cause he felt tightness in 
his hamstring after Friday’s 
practice.

“Derwin reported better 
today than he was yester-
day,” Staley said. “He’s day-
to-day.”

Chargers
FROM PAGE 1

By Rob Maaddi
The Associated Press

TAMPA, FLA. » Josh Allen 
wouldn’t let Tom Brady and 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
cruise to a lopsided victory 
after the Buffalo Bills fell 
behind by 21 points at half-
time.

Allen led an impressive 
comeback with his arm and 
legs to force overtime be-
fore Brady connected with 
Breshad Perriman for a 58-
yard catch-and-run touch-
down to win it.

Several other teams 
didn’t show Buffalo’s fight 
on Sunday. Most had less 
at stake.

Seven games were de-
cided by 15 or more points, 
including five by at least 20.

Considering the teams 
on the losing end, it wasn’t 
a surprise.

The Lions (1-11-1), Jag-
uars (2-11), Texans (2-11), 
Jets (3-10) and Giants (4-
9) were outscored 158-53. 
They’ll spend the final four 
weeks fighting for draft po-
sitioning, and on the wrong 
side of more routs.

“It’s going to flip,” Jets 
coach Robert Saleh prom-
ised after a 30-9 loss to 
New Orleans. “This crappy 
part is part of the process, 

but at the same time it’s 
not discouraging by any 
sense of the imagination 
because we’ve got a lot of 
young guys getting a lot of 
good playing time. And I 
promise you they’re learn-
ing from all this.”

Jets fans can’t be blamed 
for being skeptical. New 
York will miss the playoffs 
for the 11th straight year 
and has had only one win-
ning season in that span.

Coming off its first win 
of the season, Detroit 
stayed close for a half in 
Denver. The Broncos then 
pulled away for a 38-10 win.

“It just wasn’t good 
enough,” Lions coach Dan 
Campbell said.

They’ve been saying the 
same thing for decades in 
Detroit. The Lions haven’t 
won a playoff game since 
1992.

The dysfunctional Jag-
uars lost 20-0 at Tennes-
see following a report that 
rookie coach Urban Meyer 
and his staff aren’t getting 
along. Jacksonville has 
just one winning season 
in the last 14 years yet has 
suffered more embarrass-
ment under Meyer in only 
13 games.

“It hasn’t exactly ma-
terialized the way I ex-

pected it to have, the expe-
rience of winning games,” 
said Meyer, a three-time 
national champion at Flor-
ida and Ohio State who has 
learned it’s not easy to win 
in the NFL.

The Texans fell to the 
Seahawks 33-13, their 23rd 
loss in 29 games. They 
couldn’t win with Deshaun 
Watson last year. They 
can’t win with him getting 
paid to sit out games this 
season.

Houston visits Jackson-
ville next week. The win-
ner may be the real loser 
for dropping a spot in the 
draft order.

The Giants are one loss 
away from securing their 
fifth straight losing season 
and eighth in nine years af-
ter a 37-21  loss to the Char-
gers. The biggest question 
in New York will be coach 
Joe Judge’s job security af-
ter only two seasons.

“I am the head coach and 
everything in this program 
reflects on me,” Judge said. 
“I will never shy away from 
that. I do not make any ex-
cuses and I do not hide 
from that either. I am not 
a finger pointer. I am not 
an excuse maker and I am 
never trying to deflect any-
thing. In terms of the direc-

tion the program is going, 
there is a lot of things that 
I see week after week with 
our players and where we 
are going that I am encour-
aging all the way. 

“Sometimes that is tough 
to see externally, but these 
are the key foundational 
pieces that are being put 
in place and we are mak-
ing lots of progress going 
forward.”

Others may need a mi-
croscope to see the prog-
ress Judge is talking 
about.

The worst loss of the day 
belonged to Las Vegas. The 
Chiefs routed the Raiders 
for the second time in five 
games. Kansas City won 
this one 48-9. The Raiders 
(6-7) are clinging to play-
off hopes, but they’ve lost 
five of six and aren’t going 
anywhere.

“I try my best to stay 
positive, but it sucks,” Las 
Vegas quarterback Derek 
Carr said.

He could’ve been speak-
ing on behalf of many play-
ers on the bad teams that 
were blown out.

AP pro football writers 
Dennis Waszak and Mark 
Long contributed to this 
report.

ANALYSIS

Bad teams getting blown out 
is a common theme in NFL

ERIC CHRISTIAN SMITH — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Two Seahawks break up a pass intended for Houston’s Brandin Cooks (13) during the Texans’ 33-13 loss Sunday.

KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Chargers’ Joey Bosa isn’t a fan of Thursday games but 
likes what the coaching sta� has done to help players recover.
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NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

WEST DIVISION

 W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 9 4 0 .692 351 268
Chargers 8 5 0 .615 351 336
Denver 7 6 0 .538 275 228
Las Vegas 6 7 0 .462 283 360

EAST DIVISION

New England 9 4 0 .692 350 200
Buffalo 7 6 0 .538 363 229
Miami 6 7 0 .462 254 288
N.Y. Jets 3 10 0 .231 226 397

SOUTH DIVISION

Tennessee 9 4 0 .692 324 290
Indianapolis 7 6 0 .538 371 283
Houston 2 11 0 .154 177 356
Jacksonville 2 11 0 .154 180 340

NORTH DIVISION

Baltimore 8 5 0 .615 304 284
Cincinnati 7 6 0 .538 354 293
Cleveland 7 6 0 .538 278 289
Pittsburgh 6 6 1 .500 272 322

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

WEST DIVISION

 W L T Pct PF PA

Arizona 10 3 0 .769 366 254
Rams 9 4 0 .692 366 293
San Francisco 7 6 0 .538 329 301
Seattle 5 8 0 .385 272 262

EAST DIVISION

Dallas 9 4 0 .692 380 287
Philadelphia 6 7 0 .462 337 291
Washington 6 7 0 .462 266 324
N.Y. Giants 4 9 0 .308 232 310

SOUTH DIVISION

Tampa Bay 10 3 0 .769 410 297
Atlanta 6 7 0 .462 245 353
New Orleans 6 7 0 .462 304 285
Carolina 5 8 0 .385 257 282

NORTH DIVISION

Green Bay 10 3 0 .769 328 272
Minnesota 6 7 0 .462 344 333
Chicago 4 9 0 .308 231 332
Detroit 1 11 1 .115 213 354

Monday’s result
Rams 30, Arizona 23

Thursday’s game
Kansas City at Chargers, 5:20 p.m.

Saturday’s games
Las Vegas at Cleveland, 1:30 p.m.
New England at Indianapolis, 5:20 p.m.

Sunday’s games
Arizona at Detroit, 10 a.m.
Carolina at Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Dallas at N.Y. Giants, 10 a.m.
Houston at Jacksonville, 10 a.m.
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 10 a.m.
Tennessee at Pittsburgh, 10 a.m.
Washington at Philadelphia, 10 a.m.
Atlanta at San Francisco, 1:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Denver, 1:05 p.m.
Green Bay at Baltimore, 1:25 p.m.
Seattle at Rams, 1:25 p.m.
New Orleans at Tampa Bay, 5:20 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 20
Minnesota at Chicago, 5:15 p.m.

News service reports

The U.S. Soccer Feder-
ation and the union for its 
women’s national team 
agreed to a three-month ex-
tension of their labor con-
tract through March, a move 
announced on the same day 
players filed a brief asking 
a federal appeals court to 
reinstate their equal pay 
claim.

As part of the extension, 
the sides agreed the federa-
tion will stop paying the sal-
aries of national team play-
ers in the National Women’s 
Soccer League. The alloca-
tion system of national team 
players had been in place 
since the league started play 
in 2013.

“USWNT players will 
have no restrictions as to the 
league in which they play 
club soccer,” the union for 
the women’s national team 
said in a statement Mon-
day. “Players who choose 
the NWSL will sign directly 
with the NWSL/an NWSL 
club and will be employed 
by the NWSL.”

The NWSL Players Asso-
ciation is attempting to ne-
gotiate an initial labor con-
tract with the league, which 
has been dealing with sex-
ual harassment allegations 
that led to the resignation of 
Commissioner Lisa Baird in 
October.

The extension gives more 
time for negotiations during 
the leadup to regional quali-
fying for the 2023 Women’s 
World Cup, scheduled for 
July 4-20.

Players led by Alex Mor-
gan sued the USSF in March 
2019, contending they have 
not been paid equitably un-
der their collective bargain-
ing agreement compared 
to what the men’s team re-
ceives under its agreement, 
which expired in December 
2018. The women asked for 
more than $64 million in 
damages plus $3 million in 
interest under the Equal Pay 
Act and Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964.

U.S. District Judge R. 
Gary Klausner in Los Ange-
les granted a summary judg-
ment to the federation on 
the pay claim in May 2020. 
The judge ruled the women 
rejected a pay-to-play struc-
ture similar to the one in the 
men’s agreement with the 
USSF and accepted greater 
base salaries and benefits 
than the men. He allowed 
their allegation of discrim-
inatory working conditions 
to go to trial, and the sides 
reached a settlement on that 
portion. The court asked the 
parties on Nov. 23 to review 
dates for possible oral ar-
guments in Pasadena from 
March through May. The 
case will be assigned to a 
three-judge panel.

The USSF said the women 
accepted a labor contract 
with greater guaranteed pay 
than the men and additional 

benefits.
“U.S. Soccer remains com-

mitted to equal pay for our 
senior national team play-
ers and ensuring that they 
remain among the highest-
paid in the world,” the fed-
eration said in a statement.

The USSF said on Sept. 14 
it had o�ered identical con-
tracts to the men’s and wom-
en’s unions, which are sepa-
rate and have no obligation 
under federal labor law to 
agree to similar terms. The 
federation met jointly with 
the unions on Nov. 29 and 
was set to meet with the 
women’s union Monday.

“We’ll continue to encour-
age both our USWNT and 
USMNT to come together 
around one table to agree on 
a path forward that benefits 
everyone,” the USSF said.

The USSF says it cannot 
control the prize money give 
to federations by FIFA, soc-
cer’s governing body.

FIFA awarded $400 mil-
lion in prize money for the 
32 teams at the 2018 men’s 
World Cup, including $38 
million to champion France. 
It awarded $30 million for 
the 24 teams at the 2019 
Women’s World Cup, includ-
ing $4 million to the U.S. af-
ter the Americans won their 
second straight title.

FIFA has increased the 
total to $440 million for 
the 2022 men’s World Cup, 
and its president, Gianni In-
fantino, has proposed FIFA 
double the women’s prize 
money to $60 million for 
the 2023 Women’s World 
Cup, in which FIFA has in-
creased the teams to 32.

• Players on the Legia 
Warsaw soccer team were 
attacked by fans who forced 
their way onto the team bus, 
the club said. The defend-
ing league champions were 
heading back to their train-
ing base following a 1-0 loss 
to Wisla Plock on Sunday 
when the bus was attacked.

Legia did not say if any-
one was injured. The club 
said the police dispersed 
the group.

• Paris Saint-Germain 
will play Real Madrid in a 
star-studded Champions 
League Round-of-16 tie af-
ter fixtures were redrawn 
following a technical error.

European football’s gov-
erning body UEFA declared 
the initial draw void ear-
lier on Monday after Man-
chester United was drawn 
by mistake. United was ini-
tially drawn against PSG but 
will now face a slightly eas-
ier two-legged tie against 
Spanish side Atlético Ma-
drid.

But it means fans will 
be denied the mouthwa-
tering prospect of watch-
ing Messi renew his rivalry 
with Ronaldo — for now at 
least. It will also see Messi, a 
long-term enemy of Madrid 
throughout his time at Bar-
celona, return to the Santi-
ago Bernabéu.

DIVING

Hayden makes  
history at nationals

Kristen Hayden became 
the first Black woman to 
win a U.S. national senior 
title when she paired with 
Quinn Henninger for a vic-
tory in mixed synchronized 
3-meter at the USA Diving 
winter national champion-
ships at Bloomington, Ind.  
Hayden, a recent transfer 
to Indiana University, and 
freshman Henninger took 
the lead on their third dive of 
the competition. Their next 
two dives earned mostly 7.0s 
and 7.5s for a total score of 
286.86 points, three points 
ahead of Carson Tyler and 
Anne Fowler.

It was the first synchro 
competition together for 
Henninger and Hayden.

Hayden joined Mike 
Wright as the only Black 
divers to win U.S. national 
titles. Wright won on 1-me-
ter springboard in 2012.

TENNIS

Raducanu tests 
positive for COVID-19

U.S. Open champion 
Emma Raducanu tested 
positive for COVID-19 and 
pulled out of an exhibition 
match in the United Arab 
Emirates. Organizers of the 
Mubadala World Tennis 
Championship said the Brit-
ish teenager is isolating and 
following protocols.

BITS & PIECES

Olympic swim champ 
denies coercion

Two-time Olympic swim-
ming champion Yannick 
Agnel has admitted to hav-
ing a relationship with an 
underage girl but denied co-
ercion, the prosecutor in the 
Frenchman’s rape case said.

Prosecutor Edwige Roux-
Morizot said Agnel “recog-
nizes the materiality of the 
alleged facts” but she said he 
did not have “the feeling that 
there was coercion.”

“If the facts constitute 
rape or sexual assault, it is 
because there is a signifi-
cant age di�erence,” Roux-
Morizot said. Agnel was 24 
when the alleged rape took 
place. The girl was report-
edly 13. Agnel was arrested 
in Paris last week.

• World Triathlon im-
posed a package of sanc-
tions on Russia after re-
peated doping cases, includ-
ing one involving an athlete 
who competed at the Tokyo 
Olympics. World Triathlon’s 
measures won’t stop Russian 
triathletes competing, but 
they bar Russia from host-
ing world and European-
level events until the end of 
2022, suspend Russian o�-
cials from international po-
sitions, and mandate more 
drug testing.

SPORTSWIRE

U.S. Soccer, women’s team 
players extend labor deal

By Anne M. Peterson

The Associated Press

After nearly a decade of 
crisscrossing the country 
and the globe for her profes-
sional career, Alex Morgan 
is headed home to Southern 
California.

Morgan is joining the 
San Diego Wave, which will 
begin play in the National 
Women’s Soccer League 
next season.

“I think something I’m re-
ally excited about is that I’ve 
made a long-term commit-
ment to this club,” she told 
The Associated Press. “I see 
myself being in San Diego 
through my playing career. I 
see my family settling down 
in San Diego.”

The addition of the Wave 
and Angel City FC in Los An-
geles will bring the league to 
12 teams in its 10th season. 
Former Manchester United 
coach Casey Stoney will lead 
San Diego in its inaugural 
year.

Morgan was one of the 
NWSL’s original players 
when the league launched 
in 2013. She spent three 
seasons with the Portland 
Thorns before joining the 
expansion Orlando Pride. 
She also had stints in Eu-
rope with Lyon and Tot-

tenham Hotspur — and she 
took time o� for the birth of 
her daughter, Charlie.

Morgan, who is from San 
Dimas, California, feels a 
bit bittersweet about leav-
ing the Pride, which failed 
to make the playoffs this 
season for the third straight 
time.

“I really did love my time 
in Orlando, it was six years, 
give or take, with pregnancy 
and a couple of other hur-
dles, world championships 
and things like that. But it 
was an incredible run and I 
just wish that we could have 
made more of an impact on 
the field,” she said. “I wish I 
could have left with more of 
a grin on my face knowing 
that we had to accomplished 
what we set our minds to in 
Year 1.”

The trade sending Mor-
gan to San Diego reunites 
her with former national 
team coach Jill Ellis, who is 
president of the Wave.

“This is an incredibly spe-
cial moment for our club, our 
fans, and our community to 
welcome Alex and her family 
to San Diego. She is an ex-
traordinary person, a great 
talent and a leader on and 
o� the field,” Ellis said.

Ellis led the United States 
to back-to-back World Cup 

titles in 2015 and 2019. Mor-
gan was fixture on both 
teams.

The terms of the deal 
were undisclosed. The 
NWSL trade window does 
not open until Friday, the 
day after the league’s expan-
sion draft.

“The Pride are extremely 
appreciative of the profes-
sionalism and commitment 
that Alex has shown to the 
Club over the last six sea-
sons, and respect her desire 
to play closer to family at 
this point in her career,” the 
Pride said in a statement. 

“With the NWSL trade win-
dow currently closed, the 
Pride will continue to follow 
both Club and league poli-
cies, and will make a formal 
announcement when the 
transaction is o�cial and 
timing is appropriate.”

Morgan first grabbed 
attention during the 2011 
World Cup as the young-
est player to make the U.S. 
squad. She scored in the fi-
nal, which Japan won on 
penalty kicks. At the 2019 
World Cup in France, she 
scored five goals in the 
opener against Thailand. 

The United States went on 
to win the title with a 2-0 
victory over the Nether-
lands.

She has 115 career goals in 
190 matches for the United 
States.

In an interview ahead of 
San Diego’s announcement, 
Morgan addressed the fu-
ture of the league, which 
was thrown into turmoil 
this season.

Former players Sinead 
Farrelly and Mana Shim 
came forward with allega-
tions of sexual harassment 
and coercion against long-
time league coach Paul Ri-
ley.

The fallout was dramatic. 
Riley was immediately fired 
by the North Carolina Cour-
age, NWSL Commissioner 
Lisa Baird stepped down, 
and both the league and 
U.S. Soccer commissioned 
outside investigations.

Riley was one of five 
coaches in the NWSL who 
were dismissed this season 
amid reports of misconduct. 
Richie Burke, coach of the 
Washington Spirit, was fired 
for violating the league’s ha-
rassment policy after former 
player Kaiya McCullough 
leveled allegations of abu-
sive behavior.

OL Reign coach Farid 

Benstiti was dismissed over 
the summer after an in-
cident at practice, Racing 
Louisville’s Christy Holly 
was terminated for cause 
and Chicago Red Stars 
coach Rory Dames stepped 
down last month just as alle-
gations of inappropriate be-
havior came out.

Morgan said the NWSL 
needs to be held accountable 
for allowing misconduct to 
go unchecked.

“I think there were just 
a lot of steps missed, a lot 
of corners cut and you have 
to look back and go, ‘We 
can’t do that moving for-
ward. We can’t cut corners.’ 
And so that’s what I feel like 
the league needs to address 
moving forward, it needs to 
look itself in the eye and re-
ally ask for the players’ trust 
by showing that they can 
do it the right way,” Mor-
gan said.

Morgan said a good start 
would be reaching a col-
lective bargaining agree-
ment with the NWSL Play-
ers’ Association. In addition 
to player wages, safety and 
health, among the issues she 
would like to see tackled are 
the NWSL’s long o�season 
and international breaks so 
teams aren’t depleted dur-
ing national team absences.

SOCCER

Morgan heads home to California with NWSL’s Wave

DEAN MOUHTAROPOULOS — GETTY IMAGES

Alex Morgan is joining the San Diego Wave, which will begin 
play in the National Women’s Soccer League in 2022. 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK

College basketball
Favorite Line Underdog

at North Carolina 11 1⁄2 Furman
at Wake Forest 16 VMI
at Clemson 8 Miami (Ohio)
at Towson 8 1⁄2 UNC-Greensboro
Monmouth 1 at Yale
at So. Florida 6 Austin Peay
at S.F. Austin 11 1⁄2 La.-Monroe
at Creighton 7 1⁄2 Arizona St.
at Texas Tech 23 Arkansas St.
at Mississippi St. 9 1⁄2 Georgia St.
at Houston 23 La.-Lafayette
DePaul 9 1⁄2 at UIC
at North Texas 11 1⁄2 Sam Houston
at S. Alabama 8 1⁄2 Tarleton
Alabama 3 at Memphis
at Boise St. 6 Santa Clara
at Oregon St. 6 UC Davis
UC Santa Barbara 2 1⁄2 at Pacific

NBA
Favorite Line (O/U) Underdog

at Brooklyn 8 1⁄2 (Off) Toronto
Golden State 5 1⁄2 (Off) at New York
at Portland Off Phoenix

College football
Friday

Favorite Line (O/U) Underdog

Bahamas Bowl
Toledo 10 (51 1⁄2) Mid. Tennessee

Cure Bowl
Co. Carolina 10 1⁄2 (63 1⁄2) N. Illinois

Saturday
Boca Raton Bowl
Appalachian St. 3 (68) W. Kentucky

New Mexico Bowl
Fresno St. 11 1⁄2 (51) UTEP

Independence Bowl
BYU 7 (54 1⁄2) UAB

LendingTree Bowl
Liberty 9 (58 1⁄2) E. Michigan

LA Bowl
Oregon St. 7 (67 1⁄2) Utah St.

New Orleans Bowl
La.-Lafayette 5 (55) Marshall

Monday, Dec. 20
Myrtle Beach Bowl
Tulsa 9 1⁄2 (53) Old Dominion

Tuesday, Dec. 21
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl
Wyoming 3 (59) Kent St.

Frisco Bowl
UTSA 2 1⁄2 (50) San Diego St.

Wednesday, Dec. 22
Armed Forces Bowl
Army 3 1⁄2 (58 1⁄2) Missouri

Thursday, Dec. 23
Frisco Football Classic
Miami (Ohio) 3 (54 1⁄2)  North Texas

Gasparilla Bowl
Florida 7 (56 1⁄2) UCF

Friday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl
Memphis 7 1⁄2 (59) Hawaii

Saturday, Dec. 25
Camellia Bowl
Georgia St. 4 1⁄2 (50 1⁄2) Ball St.

Monday, Dec. 27
Quick Lane Bowl

Nevada 3 1⁄2 (59) W. Michigan

Military Bowl
Boston College 3 (51 1⁄2) East Carolina

Tuesday, Dec. 28
Birmingham Bowl
Auburn 3 (51 1⁄2) Houston

First Responder Bowl
Louisville 1 1⁄2 (55 1⁄2) Air Force

Liberty Bowl
Mississippi St. 8 1⁄2 (59 1⁄2) Texas Tech

Holiday Bowl
N.C. State 1 (60) UCLA

Guaranteed Rate Bowl
Minnesota 3 1⁄2 (45) West Virginia

Wednesday, Dec. 29
Fenway Bowl
Virginia 2 (71) SMU

Pinstripe Bowl
Maryland 1 (55) Virginia Tech

Cheez-It Bowl
Iowa St. 1 (45 1⁄2) Clemson

Alamo Bowl
Oklahoma 4 1⁄2 (61 1⁄2) Oregon
OTHER BOWLS
Thursday, Dec. 30
Peach Bowl
Michigan St. 2 (60) Pittsburgh

Friday, Dec. 31
Cotton Bowl — CFP semifinal
Alabama 13 1⁄2 (58) Cincinnati

Orange Bowl — CFP semifinal
Georgia 8 (47) Michigan

Saturday, Jan. 1
Rose Bowl
Ohio St. 6 1⁄2 (66) Utah

NFL
Thursday

Favorite Line (O/U) Underdog

Kansas City 4 (51) at Chargers

Saturday
at Cleveland 5 1⁄2 (42 1⁄2) Las Vegas
at Indianapolis 2 1⁄2 (45 1⁄2) New England

Sunday
at Rams 6 1⁄2 (47 1⁄2) Seattle
at Buffalo 10 1⁄2 (43 1⁄2) Carolina
Dallas 10 1⁄2 (44 1⁄2) at N.Y. Giants
at Jacksonville 3 (41) Houston
at Philadelphia 4 1⁄2 (43 1⁄2) Washington
at Miami 8 1⁄2 (43) N.Y. Jets
Arizona 14 (47 1⁄2) at Detroit
Tennessee 2 (41 1⁄2) at Pittsburgh
at Denver 1 (43 1⁄2) Cincinnati
at San Francisco 8 1⁄2 (46) Atlanta
Green Bay 5 1⁄2 (43 1⁄2) at Baltimore
at Tampa Bay 10 1⁄2 (46 1⁄2) New Orleans

Monday
Minnesota 4 (43 1⁄2) at Chicago

NHL
Favorite Line Underdog

at Tampa Bay -205/+168 Kings
at Florida -335/+265 Ottawa
at Pittsburgh -315/+250 Montreal
at Boston -137/+114 Vegas
at Philadelphia -132/+110 New Jersey
N.Y. Islanders -120/+100 at Detroit
at Minnesota -118/-102 Carolina
at Winnipeg -280/+225 Buffalo
at Nashville -131/+110 Calgary
at Dallas -162/+134 St. Louis
at Colorado -210/+172 N.Y. Rangers
Toronto -130/+108 at Edmonton
at Vancouver -162/+134 Columbus
at San Jose -154/+128 Seattle

Odds

SCHEDULE

NCAA FCS playoffs 
Semifinals
Friday’s game
No. 3 James Madison (12-1) at No. 2 
North Dakota State (12-1), 6:15 p.m.
Saturday’s game
South Dakota State (11-3) at No. 8  
Montana State (11-2), 11 a.m.

NCAA Division II championship
Saturday’s game
In McKinney, Texas
Ferris St. (13-0) vs. Valdosta St. (12-1), 6 p.m.

NCAA Division III championship
Friday’s game
In Canton, Ohio
Mary Hardin-Baylor (Texas) (14-0) vs. 
North Central (Ill.) (14-0), 4 p.m.

NAIA championship
Saturday’s game
In Durham, N.C.
Grand View (Iowa) (14-0) vs. Morning-
side (Iowa) (13-0), 3 p.m.

College football

Transactions

BASEBALL

National League
Chicago Cubs: Named Johnny Washing-
ton assistant hitting coach.
Colorado Rockies: Named Reid Cornelius 
bullpen coach, Andy Gonzalez assistant 
hitting coach, P.J. Pilittere assistant 
hitting coach and Darryl Scott pitching 
coach.

FOOTBALL

National Football League
Chargers: Placed LT Rashawn Slater on 
the reserve/Covid-19 list.
Rams: Placed CB Jalen Ramsey and TE 
Tyler Higbee on the reserve/Covid-19 
list. Activated LB Justin Hollins from 
the reserve/Covid-19 list. Placed RT 
Rob Havenstein and CB Donte Deayon 
on the reserve/Covid-19 list. Promoted 
G Jeremiah Kolone, Dbs Grant Haley, 
Kareem Orr, TE Jared Pinkney, RB Javian 
Hawkins and WR Brandon Powell from 
the practice squad to the active roster.

MEN

AP TOP 25

 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Baylor (61) 9-0 1,525 2
 2. Duke 7-1 1,429 3
 3. Purdue 9-1 1,319 1
 4. UCLA 9-1 1,312 4
 5. Gonzaga 8-2 1,291 5
 6. Alabama 8-1 1,202 9
 7. Kansas 8-1 1,181 8
 8. Arizona 9-0 1,172 11
 9. Villanova 7-3 924 6
 10. USC 10-0 810 16
 11. Iowa State 10-0 798 17
 12. Michigan State 9-2 707 19
 13. Auburn 8-1 693 18
 14. Houston 8-2 683 14
 15. Ohio State 8-2 656 21
 16. Seton Hall 9-1 635 23
 17. Texas 6-2 583 7
 18. Tennessee 7-2 390 13
 19. LSU 9-0 376 25
 20. Connecticut 9-2 360 15
 21. Kentucky 7-2 345 10
 22. Xavier 9-1 301 -
 23. Colorado State 10-0 251 -
 24. Arkansas 9-1 241 12
 25. Texas Tech 7-1 164 -
Others receiving votes: Wisconsin 
156, North Carolina 85, Providence 57, 
Oklahoma 46, USF 36, Illinois 31, West 
Virginia 24, Loyola Chicago 20, Michigan 
8, St. Bonaventure 6, BYU 4, Minnesota 
3, Creighton 1.

MONDAY’S RESULTS

WEST
CS Dominguez Hills 79, Westcliff 66
Portland 78, Cal Poly 77
EAST
Albany (N.Y.) 61, Boston College 57
George Washington 67, Radford 58
New Hampshire 92, Keene St. 54
Princeton 89, UMBC 77
Sacred Heart 79, Columbia 69
SOUTH
Appalachian St. 69, Erskine 44
Liberty 95, Carver 36
Stetson 104, Johnson (Fla.) 58
MIDWEST
N. Dakota St. 77, Indiana St. 70
N. Illinois 70, Chicago St. 59
Rhode Island 82, Milwaukee 58

SOUTHWEST
Oklahoma St. 98, Cleveland St. 93, OT

TODAY’S GAMES

AP TOP 25
No. 2 Duke vs. S.C. State, 5 p.m.
No. 6 Alabama at Memphis, 6 p.m.
No. 13 Auburn vs. North Alabama, 6 p.m.
No. 14 Houston vs. Louisiana, 5 p.m.
No. 17 Texas vs. Ark.-Pine Bluff, 6 p.m.
No. 18 Tennessee vs. S.C.-Upstate, 4 p.m.
No. 19 LSU vs. Northwestern St., 4 p.m.
No. 25 Texas Tech vs. Arkansas St., 5 p.m.

WOMEN

AP TOP 25

   Record Pts Pvs
 1. South Carolina (30) 10-0 750 1
 2. North Carolina State 10-1 720 2
 3. Stanford 6-2 651 4
 4. Arizona 9-0 634 6
 5. Baylor 9-1 620 5
 6. Louisville 8-1 594 7
 7. Tennessee 9-0 556 9
 7. Connecticut 6-2 556 3
 9. Maryland 9-3 518 8
 10. Indiana 8-2 515 10
 11. Texas 7-1 464 11
 12. Iowa State 10-1 402 15
 13. Michigan 10-1 400 13
 14. Iowa 5-2 316 12
 15. Duke 8-0 294 19
 16. South Florida 6-3 254 17
 17. Georgia 8-1 195 21
 18. Georgia Tech 8-2 184 -
 19. Kentucky 6-3 170 14
 20. BYU 8-1 158 16
 21. Notre Dame 9-2 146 22
 22. LSU 7-1 123 24
 23. Texas A&M 9-2 115 18
 24. Ohio State 7-2 89 20
 25. North Carolina 9-0 64 -
Others receiving votes: Oklahoma 63, 
Colorado 63, Florida Gulf Coast 52, 
DePaul 30, Nebraska 27, Oregon 13, 
Washington State 8, Oregon State 3, 
UCLA 2, West Virginia 1.

MONDAY’S RESULTS

WEST
N. Arizona 88, Cal Poly 73
Oregon 109, McNeese St. 38
UC Davis 84, Cal State Stanislaus 55

College basketball
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