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Sports: Shorthanded Rams stay in NFC West race with 30-23 win over Cardinals. B1

By Scott M. Reid

sreid@scng.com

USA Gymnastics and the U.S. 
Olympic and Paralympic Commit-
tee reached a $380 million settle-
ment Monday with more than 500 
women who were sexually abused 
by former U.S. Olympic and na-
tional team physician Larry Nas-
sar.

The agreement ends a legal bat-
tle that highlighted the organiza-
tions’ roles in enabling Nassar’s 
behavior and then covering it up 
for more than a year.

U.S. Bankruptcy Court South-
ern District of Indiana Judge 
Robyn Moberly’s confirmation 
of the agreement comes almost 
three years to the day after USA 

USA GYMNASTICS

Organizations 
to pay victims 
of sex abuse 
$380 million

By Mike Sprague

msprague@scng.com

Norwalk officials have en-
tered into an exclusive negotiat-
ing agreement with a company to 
develop a vacant bank in the cen-
ter of town as part of an overall 
plan to develop the oldest section 
of the city.

The 12-month agreement with 
Primestor Development Inc. of 
Culver City — approved on a 5-0 
vote last week — calls for the 
developer and city to reach an 
agreement on a plan to develop 
323,384 square feet of land at the 
southeastern corner of Firestone 
Boulevard and San Antonio Drive.

Mayor Jennifer Perez called the 
agreement, which gives exclusive 
rights to develop the area, “excit-
ing.”

“I’m looking forward to see-
ing how it transforms our area,” 
Perez said.

The agreement is a step for-
ward on implementing what city 

REVITALIZATION

Norwalk 
pushing 
forward  
on project
City and developer sign a 
negotiating pact for plans 
to renovate town’s center

By Bruce Schreiner 

and Claire Galofaro

The Associated Press

MAYFIELD, KY. » Residents of Kentucky 
counties where tornadoes killed doz-
ens of people could be without heat, 
water or electricity in frigid tempera-
tures for weeks or longer, state o�cials 
warned Monday, as the toll of damage 
and deaths came into clearer focus in 
five states slammed by the swarm of 
twisters.

Kentucky authorities said the sheer 
level of destruction was hindering their 
ability to tally the damage from Fri-
day night’s storms. At least 88 people, 
including 74 in Kentucky, were killed 
by the tornado outbreak that also de-
stroyed a nursing home in Arkansas, 
heavily damaged an Amazon distribu-
tion center in Illinois and spread its 
deadly e�ects into Tennessee and Mis-
souri.

In Kentucky, as searches contin-
ued for those still missing, e�orts also 
turned to repairing the power grid, 

WEATHER

TORNADO VICTIMS  
STRUGGLE IN COLD 

NORWALK » PAGE 4

By Adam Beam

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO » California is 
bringing back a rule requir-
ing people to wear masks in-
doors, a move aimed at con-
taining a new type of the 
coronavirus as people gather 

with family and friends dur-
ing the holidays.

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s ad-
ministration announced 
the new mandate will start 
Wednesday and last until Jan. 
15. The order comes as the per 
capita rate of new coronavi-

CALIFORNIA

Indoor mask mandate is back
Newsom: Face coverings to be required 
across the state until at least mid-January

By Ryan Carter

rcarter@scng.com

California’s renewed uni-
versal indoor masking man-
date issued Monday will 
a�ect much of the state’s 
population, including in 
Orange and San Bernardino 

counties, where face cover-
ings will now be required 
for all residents in such 
places as restaurants and 
retail shops.

But for Los Angeles 
County, where public health 
o�cials issued a universal 

L.A. County: State is just catching up 
to where region has been for months

JEFF CHIU — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Gov. Gavin Newsom said a mandate requiring 
masks be worn indoors will start Wednesday. 

GERALD HERBERT — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Martha Thomas stays warm with a bed comforter Monday in May�eld, Ky., as volunteers help her salvage possessions from her destroyed 
home in the a�ermath of tornadoes that tore through the region. At least 88 people, including 74 in Kentucky, were killed in the outbreak.

Many in Kentucky may be without heat, power or water for weeks in freezing temperatures

SCOTT OLSON — GETTY IMAGES

Crews clear the rubble at the May�eld Consumer Products candle factory on Monday in 
May�eld, Ky.,  a�er it was destroyed by a tornado three days earlier.TORNADOES » PAGE 7
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held at the North County 
Correctional Facility in 
Castaic in lieu of a $5.12 mil-
lion bail. From the same in-

vestigation, Angel Martinez, 
40, of Phelan was arrested 
on suspicion of being a felon 
in possession of a firearm 
and unlawful possession 
of ammunition, police said. 
Booking records show he 
posted a $35,000 bond and 
was released on Dec. 8.

Shooting
FROM PAGE 3

meteorologists said.
The storm will dump 

1 to 3 inches of rain in the 
valleys and on the coast, 
and possibly upwards of 5 
inches of precipitation in 
the mountains beginning 
Monday night and through 
tonight.

Mudslides near areas 
scorched by recent wild-
fires are possible, as rain 
loosens exposed soil and 
boulders. Voluntary evac-
uation warnings were also 
issued for people living 
near the burn scars left 
last year by the Bond fire in 
Orange County and the Ap-
ple fire in San Bernardino 
County.

California Highway Pa-
trol and Caltrans o�cials 
expect road closures to 

take place due to flooding, 
falling boulders and other 
hazards. Motorists should 
plan ahead, and can check 
for issues along their route 
by visiting roads.dot.ca.gov 
or quickmap.dot.ca.gov

Flooding on low-lying 
roads and highways with 
poor drainage will be likely 
and will make it possible for 
fast-moving vehicles to hy-
droplane. 

“Speeding is the biggest 
reason people lose control,” 
CHP o�cer Dan Olivas said.

Officials in Riverside 
County advised people liv-
ing in encampments along 
washes and drainage chan-
nels, such as the Santa Ana 
River bed, to get to higher 
ground.

The combination of rain, 
wind and low temperatures 
may be dangerous to those 
exposed to the elements over-
night. People in need of shel-
ter during the storm can visit 

ocgov.com/residents/health/
homeless-services to learn 
about emergency facilities in 
Orange County, or lahsa.org/
winter-shelter to find a place 
to stay indoors in Los Ange-
les County.

Snow is expected to fall 
at heights as low as 4,500 
ft. above sea level by this 
afternoon. Tire chains may 
be required on the 5 Free-
way along the Grapevine, 
the Cajon Pass on the 15 
Freeway, and other roads 

at high elevations.
Thunder and high winds 

will accompany heavy rain-
fall. Gusts ranging from 
4 5  t o  6 0  m p h  
were expected by Monday 
evening in mountain and 
desert regions.

The storm will leave 
Southern California this 
evening, but gusty con-
ditions will linger into 
Wednesday and tempera-
tures for the remainder of 
the week will remain cool.

Storm
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eligible.
“We have also learned 

that this network is not just 
focused on ensuring access, 
rather, this network needs 
to engage in outreach, pro-
vide culturally respect-
ful information, and con-
nect residents to additional 
needed supports.”

According to the county, 
there are still roughly 3.4 
million people currently el-
igible for a booster shot who 
have not yet received one, 
and 2.2 million people aged 
5 and over who have not yet 
received their first dose.

The news came on a day 
the state announced a 47% 
increase in COVID infec-
tions rates statewide in the 
weeks since Thanksgiving 
— prompting the imple-
mentation of a statewide 
indoor mask-wearing man-
date, mirroring the one that 
has remained in place in 
Los Angeles County.

The upward trends af-
fecting the state have been 
noticeable in L.A. County, 
with Ferrer last week say-
ing the rising numbers are 
indicative of a post-Thanks-
giving spike that could lead 
to a feared winter surge in 
infections.

She said that on Dec. 1, 
the county’s seven-day av-
erage daily number of new 
cases topped 1,000 — a 19% 
increase from the previous 
week.

The county’s average 
daily rate of new infections 
rose to 13 per 100,000 res-
idents in early December, 
up from 8 per 100,000 res-
idents the previous week. 
The seven-day cumulative 
rate of infections rose to 
113 per 100,000, moving the 
county back into the cate-
gory of “high” transmission 
as defined by U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

The county was previ-
ously in the less-severe 
“substantial” transmission 
category. That category re-
quires a county to have a 

cumulative seven-day trans-
mission rate of less than 100 
cases per 100,000 residents.

On Monday, the county 
reported another 11 CO-
VID-19 deaths, lifting its 
overall virus-related death 
toll to 27,341.

Another 1,123 cases were 
also reported, for a cumu-
lative pandemic total of 
1,540,200.

According to state fig-
ures, there were 718 peo-
ple hospitalized with CO-
VID-19 in the county as of 
Monday, up from 698 on 
Sunday. Of those patients, 
190 were being treated in 
intensive care, up from 179 
on Sunday.

So far, the county has 
confirmed a total of seven 

cases of the Omicron vari-
ant of COVID-19, while 
Long Beach — which has 
its own health department 
— has confirmed one.

The Omicron variant has 
been deemed a “variant 
of concern” by the World 
Health Organization and 
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion. However, it remains 
unclear if the variant is 
more easily transmitted or 
can cause more severe ill-
ness. The previously identi-
fied Delta variant — blamed 
for the most recent surge 
in cases nationwide — re-
mains the dominant mu-
tation in circulation, rep-
resenting more than 99% 
of all COVID-19 specimens 

that have undergone ge-
netic testing in the county, 
Ferrer said this week.

According to the most 
recent figures, 83% of 
county residents aged 12 
and over have received at 
least one dose of vaccine,  
and 75% are fully vacci-
nated. Of all eligible resi-
dents aged 5 and over, 77% 
have received at least one 
dose, and 69% are fully vac-
cinated.

Of the more than 6.15 mil-
lion fully vaccinated people 
in the county, 84,931 have 
tested positive, or about 
1.38%. A total of 2,798 vac-
cinated people have been 
hospitalized, for a rate of 
0.046%, and 537 have died, 
for a rate of 0.009%.

Vaccine
FROM PAGE 3 1,540,200

CASES

1,123 new cases

27,341 698
DEATHS HOSPITALIZATIONS

11 new deaths
28% in ICUs

L.A. County coronavirus cases

Sources: Los Angeles 

County Department of 

Public Health, Homeland 

Security Advisory Council

at Pepperdine University’s 

School of Public Policy
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ment and was not required 
to conduct a 2021 count due 
to the pandemic. The deci-
sion was made after LA-
HSA determined it was 
not safe to gather 8,000 
volunteers, given guid-

ance from the Los Angeles 
County Department of Pub-
lic Health and taking into  
account stay-at-home or-
ders and curfews due to 
COVID-19.

The Los Angeles Home-
less Services Authority is 
seeking volunteers for the 
2021 count. People can reg-
ister at theycountwillyou.
org.

Count
FROM PAGE 3

By Janie Har  
and Christopher Weber
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO » Motor-
ists spun out on whitened 
mountain passes and resi-
dents wielded umbrellas that 
flopped in the face of fierce 
winds as Northern Califor-
nia absorbed even more rain 
and snow on Monday, bring-
ing the possibility of rock 
slides and mudslides to areas 
scarred by wildfires follow-
ing an especially warm and 
dry fall across the U.S. West.

Kirkwood Mountain Re-
sort was closed Monday, 
saying on social media that 
it was not safe to open with 
17 inches of overnight snow 
and high winds. A Califor-
nia Highway Patrol car in 
Truckee nudged a big-rig up 
a snowy hill while smaller 
vehicles spun out, resulting 
in minor bumps and bruises 
but no real injuries, CHP Of-
ficer Carlos Perez said.

“It’s just so bad and so 
thick,” he said of the snow-
fall, with more expected 
Monday night. “We’re telling 
people that if they don’t need 

to be around this area, they 
probably shouldn’t travel.”

The multiday storm, 
a powerful “atmospheric 
river” weather system that 
is sucking up moisture from 
the Pacific Ocean, raised the 
threat of flooding and was 
expected to dump more than 
8 feet of snow on the high-
est peaks in California and 
Nevada and drench other 
parts of the two states be-
fore it moves on midweek, 
forecasters said.

The storm will bring 
much-needed moisture to 
the broader region that’s 
been gripped by drought 
that scientists have said is 
caused by climate change. 
The latest U.S. drought mon-
itor shows parts of Montana, 
Oregon, California, Nevada 
and Utah are classified as be-
ing in exceptional drought, 
which is the worst category.

Most western U.S. reser-
voirs that deliver water to 
states, cities, tribes, farmers 
and utilities rely on melted 
snow in the springtime.

This week’s storm is typ-
ical for this time of the year 
but notable because it’s the 

first big snow that is ex-
pected to significantly a�ect 
travel with ice and snow on 
the roads, strong winds and 
limited visibility, said Na-
tional Weather Service me-
teorologist Anna Wanless in 
Sacramento.

“Most of California, if not 
all, will see some sort of rain 
and snow,” she said.

Meanwhile, gusts were so 
strong in and around San 
Francisco that state trans-
portation o�cials issued a 
wind advisory for the Bay 
Bridge connecting the city 
to Oakland and warned driv-
ers of campers and trailers to 
avoid the 4.5-mile span late 
Sunday.

The welcome rain didn’t 
stop Oakland resident and 
artist Zhenne Wood from 
walking her neighbor’s dog, 
a short-legged corgi.

“I decided to stay home 
today and not go anywhere, 
which is nice,” she said. “And 
I’m really happy for the rain. 
I think we needed it a lot.”

The storm prompted o�-
cials to shut down a 40-mile 
stretch of the iconic High-
way 1 in California’s Big Sur 

area until today. 
The scenic coastal route 

south of the San Francisco 
Bay Area frequently expe-
riences damage during wet 
weather. Nearby Monterey 
County residents who live 
close to burn scars from 
last year’s Dolan Fire were 
warned to be prepared to 
evacuate if rains loosen hill-
sides and cause debris flows 
while in Southern California, 
Los Angeles County fire of-
ficials urged residents to be 
aware of the potential for 
mud flows.In coastal Santa 
Barbara County, residents 
of mountain communities 
near the Alisal Fire burn 
scar were ordered Monday 
to evacuate over concerns 
that heavy rains might cause 
flooding and debris flows 
that could inundate hillside 
homes. O�cials didn’t say 
how many people were af-
fected by the orer. A simi-
lar order was issued for peo-
ple living in several com-
munities near another burn 
scar in the San Bernardino 
Mountains, more than an 
hour’s drive east of Los An-
geles.

CALIFORNIA

Storm dumps snow, douses 
parched northern regions By City News Service

A one-time Upland finan-
cial adviser with a history 
of violating securities laws 
was sentenced Monday to 
14 years behind bars and 
ordered to pay more than 
$12.5 million in restitution 
for running a real estate 
fraud scheme that conned 
victims into investing in his 
businesses and then spend-
ing their money on himself.

Paul Ricky Mata, 58, of 
Oceanside, was ordered 
into federal custody imme-
diately following the hear-
ing, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s O�ce.

He pleaded guilty in 
July to over a dozen federal 
counts of mail fraud, wire 
fraud and making false 
statements in a bankruptcy 
proceeding.

Mata committed the of-

fenses while based in Up-
land, serving more than 100 
clients in the Inland Empire 
and elsewhere between Au-
gust 2008 and September 
2015, according to docu-
ments filed in Los Angeles 
federal court.

“It was not simply that 
(Mata) was an investment 
advisor to his victims,” pros-
ecutors wrote in a sentenc-
ing memorandum. “It was 
that, for many of them, he 
met them through church. 
He prayed with them, pro-
fessed to share values and 
beliefs with them, and he 
acted like they were his 
friends. Moreover, many 
of his victims are currently 
retired, and/or were in the 
process of retiring when 
(Mata) advised them to en-
ter into his risky invest-
ments based on false pre-
tenses.”

UPLAND

Former �nancial adviser 
gets 14 years in prison
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Puzzler Crossword

No more than two X’s or two O’s 
can be next to each other on any 
line, across or down. There must be 
�ve X’s and �ve O’s in each row and 
column. No two rows or columns 
can be the same.

Previous solution

Previous solutionThe goal is to �ll 
the grid with con-
secutive numbers 
that connect 
horizontally, 
vertically or 
diagonally. Each 
puzzle has only 
one possible 
solution. The �rst 
and last numbers 
of a puzzle will be 
in circle markers.

Previous solution

Sudoku X

Previous solution

Follow all of the 
rules of a classic 
Sudoku game — no 
repeats within the 
same row, column 
or 3x3 grid — but be 
careful. Each axis 
of the X of black 
squares that 
criss-crosses the 
puzzle is another 
no-repeat zone.

Kakuro
How to solve: Kakuro is 
acrossword that uses 
numbers. The “clues” are in 
the small triangles. The 
answers contain the 
numbers 1 through 9. The 
numbers in an answer must 
add up to the clue. However, 
no number can be 
duplicated in an answer.

Previous solution

Word Scrimmage Make a 2- to 
7-letter word 
from the letters 
on each 
yardline. Add 
points to each 
word using 
scoring direc-
tions. Seven-
letter words 
get a 60-point 
bonus. “Blanks” 
used as any 
letter have no 
point value. All 
the words can 
be found in 
Webster’s New 
World College 
Dictionary.

Previous 
solution
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By Kevin Modesti
kmodesti@scng.com 
@kevinmodesti on Twitter

GLENDALE, ARIZ. » The Rams’ game 
against the Arizona Cardinals on 
Monday night was always going to 
be a test of their place in the playoff 
pecking order. But in the hours before 
kickoff, it became something more. A 
test of their resources, resourceful-
ness and resolve.

Taking the field at State Farm Sta-
dium without five important players 
lost to the COVID-19 reserve list, the 
Rams got big games from Matthew 
Stafford and Cooper Kupp on offense 
and Aaron Donald and Leonard Floyd 
on defense — and a cast of understud-
ies all over the field.

The Rams beat the Cardinals, 30-
23, to silence a red-clad crowd that 
wanted to cheer the home team closer 

RAMS

HEALTHY BOOST 
RALPH FRESO — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rams wide receiver Cooper Kupp, le�, who had 13 receptions Monday night, celebrates his touchdown catch with guard Austin Corbett.

Short-handed Rams beat 
the Cardinals to close in 
on lead in the NFC West

CHRISTIAN PETERSEN — GETTY IMAGES

Greg Gaines, le�,  tackles the Cardinals’ Kyler Murray for 
one of the Rams’ four sacks of the Arizona quarterback.

GLENDALE, ARIZ. » The NFL is not 
going to 7-on-7. The NFL will not be 
postponing games into time slots to 
be named later.

On field level, they re-
alize this. They know 
from experience that 
COVID-19 and its vari-
ants will be viewed the 
same as pulled ham-
strings. The Rams cer-
tainly grasped it Mon-
day night. Unlike every 
other business, pro foot-
ball features a surplus of 
players and a shortage of jobs. Their 
stand-ins plugged the holes well 
enough to let the stars stand tall, 
and created an unlikely 30-23 vic-
tory, the Cardinals’ third loss in 13 
games.

The Rams are 9-4 and should feel 
somewhat reassured, going into a 

As COVID-19 strikes, the 
Rams pull together for an 
unlikely win vs. Cardinals

By Gilbert Manzano
gmanzano@scng.com 
@gmanzano24 on Twitter

The Chargers placed 
rookie left tackle Rashawn 
Slater on the COVID-19 re-
serve list Monday.

Slater tested positive for 
COVID-19, but Chargers 
coach Brandon Staley didn’t 
rule out Slater for Thursday 
night’s showdown against 
the Kansas City Chiefs at 
SoFi Stadium.

“He has a chance that he 
can play Thursday,” Staley 
said.

Staley said the team is 
still working on the contin-
gency plan for Slater pos-
sibly not playing against 
the Chiefs. Offensive tackle 
Trey Pipkins, the Chargers’ 
2019 third-round selection, 
would likely get the start at 
left tackle if Slater is ruled 
out.

Slater, the 13th overall 
draft pick, is in the midst 
of a Pro Bowl-worthy rookie 
season and has provided 
ample time for quarterback 
Justin Herbert to operate.

This is the third time 
in the past month that 
the Charges have entered 
a game week with uncer-
tainty surrounding their 
star players because of CO-
VID-19.

Wide receiver Keenan 
Allen didn’t play Sunday 
against the New York Gi-
ants because he tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, and wide 
receiver Mike Williams and 
cornerback Chris Harris Jr. 
were required to quaran-
tine for five days before be-
ing cleared to play because 
they were deemed close 
contacts of Allen.

Edge rusher Joey Bosa 
also had to quarantine 
for five days before being 
cleared to play against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers in Week 
11 because he was a close 
contact of defensive tackle 
Jerry Tillery.

Linebacker Drue Tran-
quill, backup center Scott 
Quessenberry and defensive 
tackles Linval Joseph and 
Christian Covington have 
also tested positive for CO-
VID-19 in the past month.

CHARGERS

Chargers’ 
Slater in 
COVID  
protocol
Rookie lineman could 
still play Thursday

RAMS 30, CARDINALS 23
Up next: Seahawks at Rams, Sunday, 1:25 p.m., Ch. 11

THE SCORE

By Adam Grosbard
agrsobard@scng.com 
@adamgrosbard on Twitter

Kedon Slovis’ time at 
USC is coming to an end.

The junior quarterback 
has entered the transfer por-
tal, according to multiple re-
ports, allowing him to find a 
new school at which he can 
finish his collegiate career.

Slovis was a three-year 
starter at USC, taking over 
the job in 2019 following a 
season-ending knee injury to 
JT Daniels in the first game 
of the season. The next week, 
Slovis made a statement per-
formance by throwing for 
377 yards and three touch-
downs without an intercep-
tion in a win over a ranked 
Stanford team.

Daniels went on to trans-
fer the following off-sea-
son after Slovis established 
himself as USC’s man with 
a freshman stat line that 
read 71.9% completion 
rate, 3,502 yards and 30 
touchdowns to nine inter-
ceptions. He was named 
the 2019 Pac-12 Offensive 
Freshman of the Year.

But Slovis never again 

reached those heights at 
USC, as confidence issues 
lingered in 2020 while he 
recovered from an elbow 
injury suffered in the 2019 
Holiday Bowl.

The former three-star 
prospect led several fran-
tic comebacks as a sopho-
more, including a fourth-
quarter rally to beat UCLA 

USC FOOTBALL

Slovis, facing a diminished role 
under Riley, enters transfer portal

KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHTOOGRAPHER

USC quarterback Kedon Slovis entered the transfer portal 
Monday, looking to �nish his college career elsewhere.

Inside: Ramsey, Higbee placed on COVID-19 reserve 
list before Monday night’s game. PAGE 6
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Thursday: Chiefs at  
Chargers, 5:20 p.m., Ch. 11

UP NEXT

Morris’ 24 points lead six L.A.  
players in double �gures in a  
111-95 victory over the Suns. PAGE 4
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HIGH SCHOOLS
The high school boys basketball 
rankings include teams from the 
areas covered by the San Gabriel 
Valley Tribune, Pasadena Star-
News and Whittier Daily News.

1. Damien (12-0)
Previous: 1
The Spartans are o� to an incred-
ible start, and they’re doing it with 
several players averaging double 
�gures. They won the St. John 
Bosco tournament and are ranked 
No. 1 in MaxPreps’ Southern Sec-
tion rankings. Coach Mike LeDuc 
is two wins away from 1,000 for 
his career. It could come Monday, 
Dec. 20 against Sacramento at 
home.

2. Los Altos (7-2)
Previous: 2
A�er losing to Serra in its opening 
game of the St. John Bosco tour-
nament, the Conquerors won three 
straight to take the consolation 
title. Junior Jazz Gardner has been 
on a tear, notching three straight 
triple-doubles during that stretch.

3. St. Francis (9-2)
Previous: 3
The Golden Knights haven’t played 
since losing to Clovis West in the 
championship of the Rocklin/
Whitney Tournament in Sacra-

mento a week ago. It will return 
to action against La Cañada on 
Friday.

4. South Pasadena (5-3)
Previous: 4
The Tigers continue to play a 
tough schedule. They lost to 
Alemany and followed it up with a 
victory over Montebello. It’s obvi-
ous they might be the favorites 
to win what is shaping up to be 
a very competitive Rio Hondo 
League.

5. Glendora (8-4)
Previous: 5
A�er winning the San Dimas 
tournament last week, the Tartans 
advanced to the �nals of their own 
tournament before falling to Los 
Osos, 44-38, in the championship 
game.

6. Bosco Tech (10-1)
Previous: 9
Won its own tournament on Sat-
urday by defeating Rowland, 70-
59. Jaden Erami was named the 
tournament MVP a�er scoring 32 
points in the championship game.

7. San Marino (10-1)
Previous: NR

The Titans are the area’s biggest 
surprise so far, as they won the 

Pasadena Poly tournament with a 
53-47 victory over the host Pan-
thers on Saturday.  Michael Azinge 
led the way with 12 points and 10 
rebounds and Aidan Hoang and 
Jayden Tse had 11 points each.

8. Whittier Christian (8-3)
Previous: 6
The Heralds continue to play well, 
winning three straight tournament 
games last week before losing to 
South Torrance. The Heralds will 
be a factor in the CIF-SS playo�s.

9. La Cañada (7-3)
Previous: NR

The Spartans lost a Paci�c 
League game to Crescenta Valley, 
but also swept a pair of games 
against Flintridge Prep. They have 
a big game Friday against St. 
Francis.

10. Rowland (11-2)
Previous: 10

The Raiders are much improved 
this season. They advanced to the 
�nals of the Bosco Tech tourna-
ment before losing in the champi-
onship game to Bosco Tech. They 
have a nonleague game against 
Baldwin Park on Dec. 20 and then 
open the Hacienda League against 
Walnut in January.

— Fred Robledo

BOYS BASKETBALL RANKINGS

The high school girls basketball 
rankings include teams from 
the areas covered by the San 
Gabriel Valley Tribune, Pasa-
dena Star-News and Whittier 
Daily News.

1. South Pasadena (13-1)
Previous: 1
The Tigers’ dominant start 
continued during the Arroyo 
tournament. They defeated 
La Salle in a battle of area top 
teams and then beat Redondo, 
53-49, in the tournament 
championship game. They will 
take a break this week and will 
be back in action a�er Christ-
mas.

2. St. Paul (8-0)
Previous: 3
Not only are the Swordsmen 
undefeated, they haven’t had 
a close game as they’ve won 
two tournaments. They have 
blowout wins over Northview 
and Flintridge Prep.

3. Los Altos (7-1)
Previous: 7
A week a�er losing in the 
championship of the Glenn/
Norwalk tournament, the Con-
querors marched to the �nals 
of the Artesia tournament and 

beat Artesia in the �nal, 49-33. 
Looks like the Hacienda League 
favorites.

4. Glendora (7-4)
Previous: 6
Marched to the semi�nals 
against a competitive �eld in 
the Covina tournament before 
losing to Summit in the semi-
�nals. Bounced back to defeat 
host Covina in the third-place 
game, 38-31.

5. Sonora (8-3)
Previous: NR

Ended the week with an im-
pressive 45-35 victory over El 
Dorado in the championship of 
the Sunny Hills tournament. 
Jazmin Sheikh was named the 
tournament MVP.

6. Bonita (4-2)
Previous: 3
Had solid wins over San Dimas 
and Walnut during its own 
tournament before losing to 
a strong Eastvale Roosevelt 
squad. Still hard to tell how 
strong Bearcats will be this 
season. Need to see more 
games, but they do have talent.

7. La Salle (9-2)
Previous: 5

The Lancers are young and 
talented. They lost to area No. 
1 South Pasadena during the 
Arroyo tournament, but they 
bounced back and beat Temple 
City to �nish third. They should 
continue to improve.

8. San Dimas (6-2)
Previous: 8
Lost a nonleague game to rival 
Bonita, 46-38, but also had 
wins against California and 
Gladstone. Should be consid-
ered the Valle Vista favorites 
along with Northview and 
Covina.

9. La Canada (5-2)
Previous: 5
The Spartans split a pair of 
nonleague games, beating 
Maranatha and then falling to a 
deep Hart team, 55-22. They’re 
the best chance to give South 
Pasadena a competitive game 
in the Rio Hondo League.

10. Arcadia (8-3)
Previous: 9
Had a shocking loss to Pasa-
dena, 60-56, during a Pa-
ci�c League contest. Until that 
point, the Apaches had looked 
really strong.

— Fred Robledo

GIRLS BASKETBALL RANKINGS

KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Damien and RJ Smith won the St. John Bosco Tournament last week 
and are ranked No. 1 in the MaxPreps Southern Section list.

KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

South Pasadena’s Alyssa Chan (3) drives to the basket against Ryann Riddle of 
La Salle in the Arroyo Tournament. South Pasadena won the tournament.

By Eddie Pells
The Associated Press

COPPER MOUNTAIN, COLO. » 
One of Shaun White’s great-
est fears is finding himself 
upside down above a half-
pipe with no idea where he’s 
going to land.

Time and again over two 
decades, he has decided the 
risk is worth it.

As he embarked this 
month on the quest to 
make his fifth Olympics, 
the world’s most famous 
halfpipe rider says living a 
life full of calculated risks 
is still part of his DNA — 
a mindset that, these days, 
is less taken for granted in 
all-or-nothing sports such 
as his than it was a mere 12 
months ago.

“I’ve been lost in the air 
before, and it’s terrifying,” 
White said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 
“You’re flying around and 
you don’t know where you 
are and you’re hoping for 
the best. The sky color 
matches the color of the 
snow. We never really had 
a name for that. I was in-
trigued when I heard they 
call it the ‘twisties’ in gym-
nastics.”

Simone Biles’ decision 
to pull out of the wom-
en’s team final  at the To-
kyo Games earlier this year 
resonated with athletes 
throughout the elite world, 
including White, and also 
advanced the conversation 
about many of the mental-
health challenges Olympi-
ans face.

Just as twisting and som-
ersaulting over a vault can 
be a life-threatening en-
deavor, doing the same 
over an icy, rock-hard half-
pipe is among the most dan-
gerous of Olympic pursuits. 
White was famously heli-
coptered off the halfpipe in 

New Zealand after a griz-
zly wreck in the run-up to 
the 2018 Olympics. When he 
overcame the 62-stitch in-
jury to his face and won the 
gold medal in Pyeongchang, 
it marked a stunning cre-
scendo to a comeback that 
even he wasn’t sure was pos-
sible.

White believes the key to 
an athlete putting him or 
herself at risk over and over 
again is knowing you’re do-
ing it for the right reasons 
— a key component missing 
from Biles’ mindset when 
she stepped away.

“It’s scary to be out there 
alone,” White said. “And 
when you go out and do 
that, you want it to be your 
choice. You don’t want to 
feel like you have to do this 
because of some reason 
other than, ‘Hey, I want to 
do this.’”

The stakes will be every 

bit as high, if not higher, 
this year. A triple cork jump 
— involving 1620 degrees of 
spin above the halfpipe — 
could very well be the trick 
needed to win the Olym-
pics. It involves another 
half revolution of spin than 
the back-to-back 1440s that 
White used to win in Korea. 
White used to practice the 
triple cork into an air bag, 
but nobody has yet pulled it 
off in a high-stakes contest.

Meanwhile, at the sea-
son’s first Olympic quali-
fying event this week, ev-
eryone saw the risks in-
volved. In Saturday’s final 
of the U.S. Grand Prix, Jap-
anese rider Raibu Katayama 
had to be taken by sled off 
the course after hitting his 
head and neck on the lip 
of the halfpipe. Earlier in 
the week, freeskier Connor 
Ladd was taken to a hospi-
tal in Denver after suffering 

a traumatic head injury. His 
family said Ladd has made  
progress but has a long jour-
ney ahead.

Another freeskier, Gus 
Kenworthy, pulled out of the 
contest. He said it’s not un-
common for action-sports 
athletes to get lost in the air.

“I didn’t have a sense 
of where the sky and the 
ground and everything was, 
and that’s why I pulled out,” 
said Kenworthy, who won 
the silver medal in slope-
style in 2014.

White withdrew from 
snowboarding’s Olympic 
slopestyle contest in 2014 
— part of a Russian adven-
ture that turned out noth-
ing like he’d hoped.

“It was hard and it was 
harsh,” White said. “I got 
a bunch of backlash from 
other competitors saying 
I chickened out. But I had 
to be confident with myself 

and say, ‘You know, look, 
this is the comfort level, and 
it’s not there.’”

White also finished 
fourth in the halfpipe that 
year. The setbacks forced 
him to step back and re-
think what made him love 
snowboarding, and all the 
risk that comes with it, in 
the first place.

Part of the mission be-
tween 2014-18 was to get 
back to the top, and do 
it without so much noise 
from the outside — spon-
sors, business projects and 
the like.

It’s like that again this 
time around, but with an 
even tighter-knit feel.

He’s working with his 
brother, Jesse, again, and 
is in a relationship with ac-
tress Nina Dobrev, who he 
met at a motivational sem-
inar, Now 35 and with the 
end of his career much 

closer than the beginning, 
White says he’s entering this 
Olympic journey with a re-
fined perspective on what’s 
really important.

In his teens and 20s, he 
battled against cynics who 
wondered why he was de-
voting his life — putting 
his life on the line, in fact — 
for a sport that was not ac-
cepted in the mainstream. 
He coupled that with a de-
sire to show that not only 
was he in a legit sport, but 
that he was the best at it, 
and that, yes, you could be-
come rich and famous do-
ing it.

“After a while, drawing 
from that same fuel of moti-
vation isn’t sustainable,” he 
said. “So then, you go, ‘OK, 
cool, what else is there? And 
then I look and see things 
that are important to me: 
Being a good friend. Being 
someone who others can 
count on. I had to take this 
hard look at what I was do-
ing, and now, this under-
standing of who I am in the 
greater picture has really 
helped me with everything. 
With feeling content.”

Don’t get him wrong. 
He’d still like to win on Feb. 
11, the day the gold medal is 
awarded on the mountains 
outside of Beijing.

If he does, it will add to 
an already legendary trophy 
case. If he doesn’t — well, it 
won’t be the first time he’s 
come up short.

Perhaps the biggest tri-
umph, he says, has already 
been secured. He’s still do-
ing this at age 35, and he’s 
ready to give everything in 
a quest for a fifth Olympics 
because he’s doing it for the 
right reasons.

“I’m feeling motivated 
and I’m feeling like I can,” 
White said. “It’s a different 
feeling but the drive and the 
motivation is there.”

OLYMPICS

On road to ��h Olympics, White �nds risk worth it

PATRICK SEMANSKY — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Shaun White bites his gold medal during a ceremony at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea.
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