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By Kristy Hutchings

khutchings@scng.com

Within a day after Carson’s city 
clerk resigned, after just hours 
on the job, the city’s director of 
human resources 
was fired and its 
city manager was 
placed on admin-
istrative leave last 
week.

No one at City 
Hall would discuss 
Monday whether 
any of the actions 
were related, but 
the latest moves Thursday re-
sulted in the termination of Faye 
Moseley as director of human re-
sources and risk management 
and an indefinite leave for City 
Manager Sharon Landers.

At a special meeting Monday 
night, the City Council appointed 
Khaleah Bradshaw, the associate 
director of external and com-
munity relations at Cal State 

SOUTH BAY

Carson    HR 
chief �red 
amid sta� 
upheaval
City manager placed on 
leave a�er city clerk quits
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By Scott M. Reid

sreid@scng.com

USA Gymnastics and the U.S. 
Olympic and Paralympic Commit-
tee reached a $380 million settle-
ment Monday with more than 500 
women who were sexually abused 
by former U.S. Olympic and na-
tional team physician Larry Nas-
sar.

The agreement ends a legal bat-
tle that highlighted the organiza-
tions’ roles in enabling Nassar’s 
behavior and then covering it up 
for more than a year.

U.S. Bankruptcy Court South-
ern District of Indiana Judge 
Robyn Moberly’s confirmation 
of the agreement comes almost 
three years to the day after USA 

USA GYMNASTICS

Organizations 
to pay victims 
of sex abuse 
$380 million
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By Bruce Schreiner 

and Claire Galofaro

The Associated Press

MAYFIELD, KY. » Residents of Kentucky 
counties where tornadoes killed doz-
ens of people could be without heat, 
water or electricity in frigid tempera-
tures for weeks or longer, state o�cials 
warned Monday, as the toll of damage 
and deaths came into clearer focus in 
five states slammed by the swarm of 
twisters.

Kentucky authorities said the sheer 
level of destruction was hindering their 
ability to tally the damage from Fri-
day night’s storms. At least 88 people, 
including 74 in Kentucky, were killed 
by the tornado outbreak that also de-
stroyed a nursing home in Arkansas, 
heavily damaged an Amazon distribu-
tion center in Illinois and spread its 
deadly e�ects into Tennessee and Mis-
souri.

In Kentucky, as searches contin-
ued for those still missing, e�orts also 
turned to repairing the power grid, 

WEATHER

TORNADO VICTIMS  
STRUGGLE IN COLD 

GERALD HERBERT — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Martha Thomas stays warm with a bed comforter Monday in May�eld, Ky., as volunteers help her salvage possessions from her destroyed 
home in the a�ermath of tornadoes that tore through the region. At least 88 people, including 74 in Kentucky, were killed in the outbreak.

Many in Kentucky may be without heat, power or water for weeks in freezing temperatures

SCOTT OLSON — GETTY IMAGES

Crews clear the rubble at the May�eld Consumer Products candle factory on Monday in 
May�eld, Ky.,  a�er it was destroyed by a tornado three days earlier.TORNADOES » PAGE 7

By Adam Beam

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO » California is 
bringing back a rule requir-
ing people to wear masks in-
doors, a move aimed at con-
taining a new type of the 
coronavirus as people gather 

with family and friends dur-
ing the holidays.

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s ad-
ministration announced 
the new mandate will start 
Wednesday and last until Jan. 
15. The order comes as the per 
capita rate of new coronavirus 

CALIFORNIA

Indoor mask mandate is back
Newsom: Face coverings to be required 
across the state until at least mid-January

By Ryan Carter

rcarter@scng.com

California’s renewed uni-
versal indoor masking man-
date issued Monday will 
a�ect much of the state’s 
population, including in 
Orange and San Bernardino 

counties, where face cover-
ings will now be required 
for all residents in such 
places as restaurants and 
retail shops.

But for Los Angeles 
County, where public health 
o�cials issued a universal 

L.A. County: State is just catching up 
to where region has been for months

JEFF CHIU — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Gavin Newsom said a mandate requiring 
masks be worn indoors will start Wednesday. CORONAVIRUS » PAGE 8 MASKS » PAGE 8

Sports: Shorthanded Rams stay in NFC West race with 30-23 win over Cardinals. B1
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Honoring victims of racial violence: A section of two handcra�ed quilts adorned 
with more than 115 cross-stitched portraits honoring African Americans who lost their 
lives to racial violence, is photographed while on display at the Margaret Walker Center 
on the Jackson State University campus, Nov. 30, in Jackson, Miss.

RACE AND ETHNICITY

ROGELIO V. SOLIS – THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MINNEAPOLIS » Former Minneapo-
lis police o�cer Derek Chauvin ap-
pears to be on the verge of plead-
ing guilty to violating George Floyd ‘s 
civil rights, according to a notice sent 
out Monday by the court’s electronic 
filing system.

The federal docket entry shows 
a hearing has been scheduled for 
Wednesday for Chauvin to change his 
current not guilty plea in the case. 
These types of notices indicate a de-
fendant is planning to plead guilty. 
The court system also sent out in-
structions for media to attend the 
hearing. Chauvin has already been 
convicted of state murder and man-
slaughter charges for pinning his 
knee against Floyd’s neck as the Black 
man said he couldn’t breathe during 
a May 25, 2020 arrest. He was sen-
tenced to 22½ years in that case.

He and three other former o�cers 
— Thomas Lane, J. Kueng and Tou 
Thao — were set to go to trial in late 
January on federal charges alleging 
they willfully violated Floyd’s rights.

– The Associated Press

RACIAL INJUSTICE

Chauvin expected to plead 
guilty in Floyd civil rights case

WASHINGTON » No U.S. troops in-
volved in the August drone strike that 
killed innocent Kabul civilians and 
children will face disciplinary action, 
U.S. defense o�cials said Monday.

O�cials said that Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin has approved rec-
ommendations on the disciplinary 
matter from the generals who lead 
U.S. Central Command and Special 
Operations Command, based on the 
findings of an independent Pentagon 
review released last month.

The review, done by Air Force Lt. 
Gen. Sami Said and endorsed by Aus-
tin in November, found there were 
breakdowns in communication and 
in the process of identifying and con-
firming the target of the bombing, 
which killed 10 civilians. But he con-
cluded that the strike was a tragic 
mistake. The Aug. 29 drone strike on 
a white Toyota Corolla, killed Zeme-
rai Ahmadi and nine family members, 
including seven children. Ahmadi, 37, 
was a longtime employee of an Ameri-
can humanitarian organization.

               – The Associated Press

AFGHANISTAN

No troops disciplined in U.S. 
strike killing Afghan civilians

WASHINGTON » The Supreme Court 
refused Monday to halt a COVID-19 
vaccine requirement for health care 
workers in New York that does not of-
fer an exemption for religious reasons.

The court acted on emergency ap-
peals filed by doctors, nurses and 
other medical workers who say they 
are being forced to choose between 
their jobs and religious beliefs.

As is typical in such appeals, the 
court did not explain its order, al-
though it has similarly refused to get 
in the way of vaccine mandates else-
where.

Justices Neil Gorsuch, Clarence 
Thomas and Samuel Alito dissented. 
“Now, thousands of New York health-
care workers face the loss of their jobs 
and eligibility for unemployment ben-
efits,” Gorsuch wrote in a 14-page 
opinion that Alito joined.

New York is one of just three states, 
along with Maine and Rhode Island, 
that do not accommodate health care 
workers who object to the vaccine on 
religious grounds.

– The Associated Press

SUPREME COURT

Justices won’t block vaccine 
mandate for NY health workers

LONDON » Long lines formed Mon-
day at vaccination centers across 
England as people heeded the gov-
ernment’s call for all adults to get 
booster shots to protect themselves 
against the omicron variant, and as 
the U.K. recorded its first death of a 
patient infected with omicron.

In a televised announcement late 
Sunday, Prime Minister Boris John-
son said everyone 18 and older would 
be o�ered a third vaccine dose by 
Dec. 31 — less than three weeks 
away, and a month earlier than the 
previous target. Johnson said boost-
ers would “reinforce our wall of vac-
cine protection” against an antici-
pated “tidal wave of omicron.”

U.K. health authorities say omi-
cron cases are doubling every two 
to three days in Britain, and that 
the variant will replace delta as the 
dominant coronavirus strain within 
days. Health Secretary Sajid Javid 
told lawmakers Monday that omi-
cron will be dominant in London 
“within 48 hours.”

– The Associated Press

UNITED KINGDOM

Surging omicron variant sparks 
a rush on booster vaccinations

NEW YORK » Russia on Monday vetoed 
a first-of-its-kind U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolution casting climate change 
as a threat to international peace and 
security, a vote that sank a years-long 
e�ort to make global warming a more 
central consideration for the U.N.’s 
most powerful body.

Spearheaded by Ireland and Ni-
ger, the proposal called for “incorpo-
rating information on the security 
implications of climate change” into 
the council’s strategies for managing 
conflicts and into peacekeeping oper-
ations and political missions, at least 
sometimes. The measure also asked 
the U.N. secretary-general to make 
climate-related security risks “a cen-
tral component” of conflict preven-
tion e�orts and to report on how to 
address those risks in hot spots.

Stronger storms, rising seas, more 
frequent floods and droughts and 
other e�ects of warming could in-
flame social tensions and conflict. 
Some 113 of the U.N.’s 193 member 
countries supported it.

— The Associated Press

ENVIRONMENT

Russia vetoes resolution that 
links climate change, security

MINNEAPOLIS » The trial of a Min-
nesota police o�cer charged in the 
shooting death of Daunte Wright  
opened its second week of testimony 
on Monday with an assistant medi-
cal examiner telling jurors that the 
gunshot wound was not survivable 
and caused Wright’s death.

Prosecutors also highlighted the 
di�erences between the O�cer Kim 
Potter’s handgun and the Taser that 
her lawyers say she had intended to 
fire.

Wright, 20, was killed on April 11 
after being pulled over in the Min-
neapolis suburb of Brooklyn Center 
for having expired license plate tags 
and an air freshener hanging from 
his rearview mirror. Potter, 49, is 
charged with manslaughter.

Potter, a 26-year police veteran 
who resigned two days after the 
shooting, said she meant to draw her 
Taser to stop Wright after he pulled 
away and got back in his car as o�-
cers tried to arrest him on a warrant 
for a weapons charge. 

– The Associated Press

MINNESOTA

Pathologist: Wright’s gunshot 
wound wasn’t survivable

Online: For continual coverage of national and international news, go to our website. 

By Mary Clare Jalonick 
and Farnoush Amiri
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » The House 
panel investigating the 
Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection 
voted Monday to recom-
mend contempt charges 
against former White 
House chief of sta� Mark 
Meadows as lawmakers 
revealed a series of frantic 
texts he received as the at-
tack was underway.

The texts, provided by 
Meadows before he ceased 
cooperating with the com-
mittee, revealed that mem-
bers of Congress, Fox News 
anchors and even Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s own 
son were urging Mead-
ows to push Trump to act 
quickly to stop the siege by 
his supporters.

“We need an Oval ad-
dress,” Donald Trump Jr. 
texted Meadows as his 
father’s supporters were 
breaking into the Capitol, 
sending lawmakers run-
ning for their lives and in-
terrupting the certification 
of President Joe Biden’s 
victory. “He has to lead 
now. It has gone too far 
and gotten out of hand.”

Trump Jr. added, “He’s 
got to condemn this s—- 
ASAP.”

Republican Rep. Liz 
Cheney of Wyoming, the 
panel’s vice chairwoman, 
detailed the texts ob-
tained by the commit-
tee as the panel voted to 
recommend the contempt 
charges against Meadows, 
who did not show up for a 
deposition last week after 
his lawyer said he would 
stop cooperating.

The panel voted 9-0 to 
recommend the contempt 
charges. The House is ex-
pected to vote Tuesday to 
refer the charges to the 
Justice Department, which 
will decide whether to 
prosecute the former Re-
publican congressman.

Cheney said the texts 
show Trump’s “supreme 
dereliction” as he refused 
to strongly condemn the 

v i o l e n c e 
of his sup-
p o r t e r s , 
and a lso 
raise ques-
tions about 
w h e t h e r 
he sought 
to obstruct 
the con-

gressional certification 
through inaction.

“These texts leave no 
doubt,” Cheney said. “The 
White House knew exactly 
what was happening at the 
Capitol.”

The vote comes as the 
panel has already inter-
viewed more than 300 wit-
nesses, and subpoenaed 
more than 40 people, as 
it seeks to create the most 
comprehensive record yet 
of the lead-up to the insur-
rection and of the violent 
siege itself. The commit-
tee’s leaders have vowed 
to punish anyone who 
doesn’t comply, and the 
Justice Department has 
already indicted longtime 
Trump ally Steve Bannon 
after he defied his sub-
poena this fall.

“Whatever legacy he 
thought he left in the 
House, this is his legacy 
now,” committee Chair-
man Bennie Thompson, 
D-Miss., said of Meadows 
ahead of the vote. “His 
former colleagues sin-
gling him out for crimi-
nal prosecution because 
he wouldn’t answer ques-
tions about what he knows 
about a brutal attack on 
our democracy. That’s his 
legacy.”

In a Monday letter to 
Thompson, Meadows’ at-
torney George Terwil-
liger said the contempt 
vote would be “unjust” be-
cause Meadows was one of 
Trump’s top aides and all 
presidents should be af-
forded executive privilege 
to shield their private con-
versations. Meadows him-
self sued the panel, asking 
a court to invalidate two 
subpoenas that he says are 
“overly broad and unduly 
burdensome.”

CAPITOL INSURRECTION

Panel votes for contempt 
charges against Meadows

Meadows

By Julie Bosman, Amy 
Harmon and Albert Sun
The New York Times

As the coronavirus pan-
demic approaches the end 
of a second year, the United 
States stands on the cusp 
of surpassing 800,000 
deaths from the virus, and 
no group has su�ered more 
than older Americans. All 
along, older people have 
been known to be more 
vulnerable, but the scale 
of loss is only now coming 
into full view.

Seventy-five percent of 
people who have died of 
the virus in the United 
States — or about 600,000 
of the nearly 800,000 who 
have perished so far — 
have been 65 or older. One 
in 100 older Americans 
has died from the virus. 
For people younger than 
65, that ratio is closer to 1 
in 1,400.

The heightened risk for 
older people has domi-
nated life for many, partly 
as friends and family try 
to protect them. “You get 
kind of forgotten,’’ said Pat 
Hayashi, 65, of San Fran-
cisco. “In the pandemic, 
the isolation and the lone-
liness got worse. We lost 
our freedom and we lost 
our services.”

Since vaccines first be-
came available a year 
ago, older Americans 
have been vaccinated at 
a much higher rate than 
younger age groups and 
yet the brutal toll on them 
has persisted. The share 
of younger people among 
all virus deaths in the 
United States increased 
this year, but, in the past 
two months, the portion 
of older people has risen 
once again, according to 
data from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention. More than 1,200 
people in the United States 
are dying from COVID-19 
each day, most of them 65 
or older.

In both sharp and sub-

tle ways, the pandemic 
has amplified an existing 
divide between older and 
younger Americans.

In interviews across the 
country, older Americans 
say they have continued to 
endure the isolation and 
fear associated with the 
pandemic long after tens 
of millions of younger and 
middle-aged people have 
gone back to work and 
school and largely resumed 
normal lives. Older people 
are still falling seriously 
ill in great numbers, par-
ticularly if they are unvac-
cinated, and hospitals in 
the Midwest, New England 
and the Southwest have 
been strained with an in-
flux of patients this month. 
Worried about their risks, 
and the ongoing warnings 
from health o�cials about 
the added dangers for older 
people, many of them are 
still curtailing travel and 
visits with grandchildren, 
and are dining out less.

At the same time, the 
push by many companies 
to have employees return 
to workplaces is also creat-
ing new tension for adults 
who are older — but still 
working — and considered 
at higher risk if they were 
to get the virus, some ex-
perts said. “There’s all 
these ways — subtle, overt, 
direct, indirect — that we 

are not taking the needs of 
older people in this pan-
demic into account,” said 
Louise Aronson, a geriatri-
cian at UC San Francisco 
and author of “Elderhood.”

The pandemic is no 
longer in the early, dark 
days of spring 2020, when 
the mysterious virus was 
sweeping through nursing 
homes and assisted living 
facilities and killing people 
in staggeringly high num-
bers, particularly those 
with preexisting health is-
sues.

After the first known 
coronavirus death in the 
United States in Febru-
ary 2020, the virus’s death 
toll in this country reached 
100,000 people in only 
three months.

The pace of deaths 
slowed throughout sum-
mer 2020, then quickened 
throughout the fall and 
winter, and then slowed 
again this spring and sum-
mer.

By now, COVID-19 
has become the third- 
leading cause of death 
among Americans 65 and 
older, after heart disease 
and cancer. It is respon-
sible for about 13% of all 
deaths in that age group 
since the beginning of 
2020, more than diabetes, 
accidents, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease or dementia.

CORONAVIRUS

In two years, 1 of every 100 
older Americans has perished

ISADORA KOSOFSKY – THE NEW YORK TIMES

Co�ns hold Maria Serrano, 98, and her son Victor, 67, 
who both died a�er complications from COVID-19, at Park 
Lawn Cemetery in Los Angeles in February 2021. 

By Randall Chase
The Associated Press

DOVER, DEL. » Attorneys in 
the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica bankruptcy case have 
reached a tentative settle-
ment under which one of 
the organization’s largest 
insurers would contribute 
$800 million into a fund 
for victims of child sexual 
abuse.

The agreement an-
nounced Monday calls for 
Century Indemnity Co. and 
a�liated companies to con-
tribute $800 million into 
the fund in return for be-
ing released from further 
liability for abuse claims. 
The payment would bring 
the amount of money in the 
proposed trust to more than 
$2.6 billion, which would be 
the largest sexual abuse set-
tlement in U.S. history.

The settlement comes 
as more than 82,000 sex-
ual abuse claimants face a 
Dec. 28 deadline to vote on 
a previously announced Boy 
Scouts reorganization plan.

That plan called for the 
Boys Scouts and its roughly 
250 local councils to con-
tribute up to $820 million 
in cash and property into a 
fund for victims. They also 
would assign certain in-
surance rights to the fund. 
In return, the local coun-
cils and national organiza-
tion would be released from 
further liability for sexual 
abuse claims. The plan also 
includes settlement agree-
ments involving another 
one of the Boy Scouts’ ma-
jor insurers, The Hartford, 
and the BSA’s former largest 
troop sponsor, the Mormon 
church. The Hartford has 
agreed to pay $787 million 
into the victims’ fund, and 
the Mormons have agreed 
to contribute $250 million. 
In exchange, both entities 
would be released from 
any further liability involv-
ing child sex abuse claims.

BOY SCOUTS

Insurer 
agrees to 
$800M 
settlement
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DEAR ABBY » My 
husband is in his 
40s and perma-
nently disabled 
from injuries re-
ceived in a recent 
automobile acci-
dent. He is in pain, 
on pain medicine 
24 hours a day and 
basically sleeps his 
days away. His pain 
and immobility make inti-
macy impossible.

He doesn’t object when 
I go out with friends or 
participate in activities he 
is unable to do, like hik-
ing, biking or kayaking, 
yet I feel guilty for leaving 
him home alone five days 
a week, and sometimes 
the entire weekend. His 
mother thinks I’m a terri-
ble person for doing this, 
but I can’t just sit home 
with him after I get home 
from work because he falls 
asleep watching TV.

We both know this will 
be the situation for the 
rest of our lives. This self-
care is very important to 
my physical and mental 
well-being, as the financial 
stress is also overwhelm-
ing. How do I continue 
to live an active life and 

still be the wife he 
needs?

— Sad Fate in 
Pennsylvania

DEAR SAD FATE » If 
the situation were 
reversed, is this the 
way you would like 
your husband to 
treat you? This is 
an honest discus-

sion you should be having 
with him. I will be frank. 
Leaving a disabled spouse 
five days (nights?) a week 
or for an entire weekend 
on a regular basis seems 
excessive.

You promised to love, 
honor and cherish this 
man in sickness and in 
health. Would it be possi-
ble to include him on an 
occasional outing — if he 
can handle it — so he can 
have some fresh air and a 
change of scenery? If you 
must go out to preserve 
your sanity, it would be 
compassionate to arrange 
for someone to stay with 
him so he’s not alone in 
case there is an emergency.

DEAR ABBY » I’m a woman 
of 28. I have started fall-
ing in love with a girl I 

met recently. We talked 
for a while, expressed feel-
ings for each other and de-
cided to start dating. She 
lives in Minnesota and I’m 
in Texas. She’s also in col-
lege. I think she’s 18 or 19. 
I know our age span is a 
little wide, but we didn’t 
care about that.

Recently she hasn’t been 
talking to me as often. She 
said she just needs some 
time to herself and that 
she’s having some second 
thoughts about all of this. 
I talked with her about it, 
and she told me she still 
loves me and wants me 
to come visit her. What 
should I do?

— Starting To Lose Faith

DEAR STARTING » You are 
ready for a serious com-
mitment to someone. She’s 
a college student who isn’t 
yet out of her teens. If she 
needs time to herself so 
she can figure out whether 
she is ready for the kind 
of relationship you have in 
mind, give it to her. Do not 
force it. If that means post-
poning your visit, so be it.

Contact Dear Abby at 
DearAbby.com.

ADVICE

Wife’s activities exclude husband 

Dear 
Abby
Columnist

Moon Alert: After 12:30 a.m., 
there are no restrictions to shop-
ping or important decisions. The 
Moon is in Taurus.

Happy birthday for Tuesday, 
Dec. 14, 2021: You are a sensitive 
person who is versatile and ambi-
tious. You’re fair, impartial and 
thoughtful. You are a seeker who 
wants to learn more about many 
things. This year is a time of work 
and building both physically in an 
external way as well as internal 
structures in your life. This will 
prepare you for change next year.

Aries (March 21-April 19): ★★★ 
Financial matters are on your mind 
today. You might be contemplat-
ing a major purchase. At a deeper 
level, you also might be thinking 
about your values today. Some-
thing might prompt you to ask 
yourself, “What really matters?” 
Tonight: Guard your possessions.

Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
★★★★★ The Moon is in your 
sign today and tomorrow. This 
happens for two days every 
month, and when it occurs, it 
increases your emotions about 
things and heightens your 
reactions to others. However, 
it slightly improves your luck. 
Tonight: Unexpected events.

Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
★★★ While you are focused on 
partners and close friends today, 
especially someone who might 
be a bit challenging to deal with 
lately, you will welcome a chance 
to hide or work alone or behind 
the scenes. You need a breather; 
perhaps some time off. Tonight: 
Quiet time.

Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
★★★★ Today a heart-to-heart 
conversation with a friend, per-
haps a female, will be meaningful 

to you. In fact, this discussion 
might prompt you to change or 
modify your future goals. You 
also might rethink your relation-
ship to a club or a group. Tonight: 
Be friendly.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): ★★★ 
You are high-viz today, which 
means people notice you more 
than usual. Since this is happen-
ing, it’s good for you to be aware 
of this in case you have to do 
some damage control. Today you 
will feel sympathetic to others, 
especially co-workers. If you can 
help someone, you will. Tonight: 
Expect something different.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
★★★★★ Your sense of adven-
ture is heightened today, which 
is why you want to go places, 
meet new faces and discover ex-
citing things. You want to learn 
more about your world! If you can 
travel, by all means, do so. Take 
a course or study to expand your 
knowledge. Tonight: Check travel 
plans.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
★★★ Today your feelings are 
intense. Ironically, you might 
attract emotionally intense 
people to you as well! You might 
envy something that someone 
else owns. Or you might have a 
desire to have greater control 
over something or a particular 
situation. Tonight: Something 
unexpected.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
★★★ Once a month, for two 
days, the Moon is opposite your 
sign. Today that time has arrived. 
This means that when you’re 
dealing with others, you have to 
be cooperative and show largess 
and be accommodating. Let 
someone else go first. In two 

weeks, when the Moon is in your 
sign, you’re the star! Tonight: 
Someone will surprise you.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
★★★ You might have to work 
on behalf of someone else today 
or do something to provide a ser-
vice for someone. You also might 
be focused more than usual on 
your health. Meanwhile, some of 
you will be involved with a situa-
tion related to your pet. Tonight: 
An interruption.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
★★★★★ This is a favorable 
day because the Moon in Taurus 
is supportive to your Sun in 
Capricorn. Furthermore, for you, 
this Moon makes you feel more 
playful, more sociable and more 
inclined to enjoy sports, fun out-
ings and pleasant activities with 
kids. Hurrah! Tonight: Socialize! 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
★★★★ If possible, you will 
prefer to cocoon at home among 
familiar surroundings today. 
This is because you want to 
seek comfort and refuge, and 
escape the demands of your 
outside world. Some of you also 
might be involved with a parent 
today. Tonight: A surprise at 
home.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
★★★★ Today you need to talk 
to someone because you have 
something you want to say. You 
won’t be satisfied with superficial 
chitchat. You want to get some-
thing off your chest, and you want 
someone to listen to you. Tonight: 
Unexpected news.

Find Georgia Nicols 
horoscopes at 
georgianicols.com.

Horoscope

DEAR READERS » 
When you pur-
chase a live 
Christmas tree, 
ask the seller to 
make a fresh cut, 
straight across 
the base of the trunk, re-
moving around an inch 
from the bottom, to be 
sure that there’s plenty 
of water absorption.

As soon as you get 
the tree home, put it in 
a tree stand. Add wa-
ter right away, and be 
sure it covers the cut 
end of the trunk. The 
tree needs lots of water. 
Check it daily.

Place the tree away 
from fireplaces, wood 
stoves, direct sunlight 
or other heat sources, 
because the heat will 
make the tree droop and 
might create a fire haz-
ard.

DEAR READERS » Dur-
ing the festive and busy 
holidays, your house 
can get messy, and you 
might need to spi� it up 
in a hurry. Here are five 
quick ways to do this:

1. File it — Sort and 
file bills, coupons and 
paperwork.

2. Forward it — 
Items that are scattered 
around should be moved 
to where they belong.

3. Fix it — Col-
lect any items 
that need to be 
repaired and fix 
them.

4. Fill it in — 
Fill out any forms, 

school permission slips 
or bills that must be 
completed.

5. Forget about it — 
Throw out, donate to 
charity, give away or 
take to the recycle bin 
any unwanted items.

DEAR READERS » Dur-
ing holiday meals, it’s 
inevitable that some of 
the delicious food will 
end up on the table-
cloth, particularly gravy. 
Here’s what to do for 
a washable tablecloth: 
Spoon up as much of the 
gravy as you can and 
try to treat it as soon as 
possible. Blot the stains 
with paper towels. Then 
put the tablecloth in a 
sink. Soak with a mix-
ture of 1 teaspoon of a 
mild, colorless liquid de-
tergent to each cup of 
lukewarm water. If the 
stain is still there, put a 
full-strength liquid laun-
dry detergent on the fab-
ric and rub it well, then 
launder as usual.

DEAR READERS » Most 
likely, after your holi-

day dinners, there will 
be leftovers, and you 
don’t want to toss out 
good food that can be 
transformed into other 
tasty meals. Instead, use 
heavy plastic plates with 
compartments. Scoop 
leftover portions into 
them. You can add spices 
or seasonings to jazz 
them up. Then put the 
filled dinner plates into 
freezer-safe zip-top bags 
and label and date it. 
When you are in a rush 
for a fast dinner, you can 
grab these and reheat in 
the microwave.

DEAR READERS » After 
you slice apples, isn’t 
it annoying when they 
start to turn brown? It’s 
not an appetizing look. 
Here’s how to prevent 
this from happening. 
Squeeze lemon, orange 
or grapefruit juice on 
the cut slices, or you can 
dip the slices in lightly 
salted water.

Here’s a quick treat: 
Mix a teaspoon of sugar 
with a bit of lemon juice 
and toss the apples.

Write to Heloise at 
P.O. Box 795001, San 
Antonio, TX 78279-5000; 
Fax 210-HELOISE; or 
email Heloise@Heloise.
com.

HINTS FROM HELOISE

Make your tree last longer

Universal Sudoku Puzzle

Previous puzzle 
solution

© 2021 by Universal UClick

The New York Times Crossword
By Jennifer Lee and Victor Galson Edited by Will Shortz  No. 1109

Answers to yesterday’s puzzle

ACROSS
 1 Analyze 

grammatically

 6 Extreme devotee, 
informally

11 Org. for Pistons 
and Rockets

14 Overact

15 Egypt’s Sadat

16 Common street 
name in the 
Northeast

17 “God in his wisdom 
made the fly / And 
then forgot …”

19 ___ Sports  (video 
game)

20 Card in Uno

21 Word after square 
or plus

22 Brings home

24 “Tell me, O 
Octopus, I begs, 
/  Is those things 
arms …?”

28 Festival that 
awards the Palme 
d’Or

31 Best possible

32 Eschew

33 Voiced, as 
grievances

35 Something often 
lent, but never 
returned

38 Eye of ___  (part of 
a witch’s brew)

39 Poet Nash, who 
wrote the lines in 
17-, 24-, 47- and 
58-Across

40 Long part of a 
horse, short part of 
a giraffe

41 Places with 
frontline workers, 
for short

42 Vibes

43 Parts of a 
Facebook feed

44 Bring out

46 “Let’s be real”

47 “The cow is of the 
bovine ilk; /  One 
end is moo, …”

51 Alternative to 
Google or AOL

52 One-named singer 
born Gabriella 
Sarmiento Wilson

53 Straw, basically

57 Thanksgiving 
dinner ending

58 “The trouble with 
a kitten is that /  
Eventually it …”

62 Flub

63 They protect the 
QB

64 Beth Harmon’s 
weakness in “The 
Queen’s Gambit”

65 “Yes, captain”

66 Ocean’s motions

67 Like a good biscuit

DOWN
 1 Adoptees from the 

A.S.P.C.A.

 2 One way to run

 3 Indian flatbread

 4 “Go, go, go!”

 5 Fish that may have 
only vestigial fins

 6 Mr. Tumnus in the 
“Narnia” books and 
others

 7 Zoomed-in map

 8 “Blech!”

 9 “I’ll pass”

10 Impassive

11 Netflix debut, 
perhaps

12 Ice you can wear

13 Not quite right

18 Lowry who wrote 
“The Giver”

23 ___ mode

25 Like a low battery 
icon

26 Puts on the payroll

27 Genesis garden

28 Walking aid

29 Profess

30 “Listen, bub!”

33 What the nouns 
and verb in this 
clue doesn’t do

34 Civil rights activist 
___ B. Wells

36 Prefix with 
inflammatory

37 Doctor’s generic 
recommendation 

39 “That’s gotta 
hurt!”

40 Shirley Temple, e.g.

42 Decepticon’s 
enemy in the 
“Transformers” 
films

43 Chum

45 Scooby-___

46 Something said to 
be in the eyes or 
belly

47 Like an 
overachieving 
personality

48 Dangerous, as a 
situation

49 French wine valley

50 Much internet 
humor

54 Home of the Bruins

55 Refuse to continue

56 E-commerce site 
for homemade 
goods

59 One of  the 
Manning brothers

60 El ___ (Spanish 
hero)

61 UV blocking 
measure

Q U E E N P A C T S C S I
E D D I E A M A H L E T C
D O N N A S U M M E R R Y E

N A S A L O O F T E X T
T I S L I S A

A R E T H A F R A N K L I N
A V O I D D R E S S B R O
C A P N S M I T H L O K I
H I E A K I T A N E W E R
E L L A F I T Z G E R A L D

A C T S G A S
M A D E L A S S O H E S
O L D L O R E T T A L Y N N
J O E O P E R A W A R I O
O E R L E A F Y S W E P T

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67
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By Andrew Knoll

Correspondent

With victories against 
competitive teams in three 
of their last four games and 
a sweep of a two-game home-
stand in their rearview mir-
ror, the Kings tonight begin 
a four-game road trip during 
which they will face four of 
the Eastern Conference’s top 
teams.

The Kings’ three victories 
came against an Edmon-
ton team that had jockeyed 
around the top three spots 
in the Pacific Division and 
boasted the NHL’s two top 
scorers; a Dallas squad that 
had surged after a wobbly 
start; and conference-lead-
ing Minnesota, which had 
entered their matchup on an 
eight-game tear.

The Wild had defeated the 
Kings in their second game 
of the season, throwing their 
weight around and domi-
neering in the greasy areas of 
the ice. Since then, the Kings 
had strung together a seven-
game win streak but sand-
wiched it between skids of six 
and five games, respectively.

“I think that we’re just a 
better hockey team than we 
were,” said winger Brendan 
Lemieux, who scored the 
game-winning goal on Satur-
day before taunting the Min-
nesota bench. “We’ve come 
a long way. We’ve been able 
to string some wins together 
in bunches and now it’s just 
a matter of finding some 
consistency and being able 
to win games with our ‘B’ 
game, win games tired and 
win games when the pucks 
aren’t bouncing.”

The Kings will face the 
two-time defending Stanley 
Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning today. They’ll also 
play the Metropolitan Di-
vision-leading Washington 
Capitals, as well as the Caro-
lina Hurricanes and Florida 
Panthers on the trip, four of 
the East’s top five teams by 
point percentage. So do their 
recent big wins against for-
midable foes give the Kings 
a bit of swagger going into a 
tough trip?

“For us, any type of mo-
mentum is really good. We 
played probably two of the 
hottest teams in the league 
right now (that) had the 

best winning streaks,” Kings 
coach Todd McLellan said. 
“So, to head out on the road, 
it gives us a little bit of confi-
dence, but it doesn’t allow us 
to relax though.”

The Kings will have to 
confront the challenges 
ahead without the services 
of defenseman Alex Edler, 
who was placed on injured 
reserve with a lower-body in-
jury he sustained in the open-
ing moments of the Minne-
sota game. McLellan de-
scribed Edler’s absence as 
“long-term.”

Veteran defenseman Olli 
Maatta seems most likely 
to draw in for Edler. Defen-
seman Christian Wolanin, 
who was lost on waivers to 
the Bu�alo Sabres earlier this 
season but then reclaimed 
on Dec. 1 after Bu�alo also 
waived him, was recalled 
from the Kings’ top minor-
league a�liate to provide de-
fensive depth.

Tampa Bay won the Stan-
ley Cup in the bubble in 2020 
and then again after last 
year’s truncated regular sea-
son. This season, the Light-
ning have remained in con-
tention despite playing in a 
ruthlessly competitive divi-
sion and conference, as well 
as persevering through inju-
ries to key players.

Right wing Nikita 
Kucherov, a former scor-
ing champion and MVP, 
and clutch-performing cen-
ter Brayden Point have both 
missed significant time with 
injuries. Center Anthony Ci-
relli has joined them in the 
press box recently.

Center Steven Stamkos, 
Tampa’s captain, leads the 
Lightning with 32 points in 
26 games. He and defense-
man Victor Hedman have 
been the foundation of a 
fruitful era in Tampa.

Hedman, a former Norris 
Trophy winner, has stepped 
up his o�ensive game with 27 
points in as many games, and 
winger Alex Killorn is having 
a career-best campaign at age 
32. Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy 
has led the NHL in wins for 
four straight seasons and is 
tied for second this season.

KINGS

Kings leave for 
challenging trip 
with con�dence

Today: Kings at Lightning, 
4:30 p.m., BSW

UP NEXT

NHL standings

WESTERN CONFERENCE

PACIFIC DIVISION

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Ducks 30 16 9 5 37 94 82
Calgary 28 15 7 6 36 87 62
Edmonton 26 16 10 0 32 90 80
Vegas 27 16 11 0 32 95 85
San Jose 28 15 12 1 31 75 77
Kings 26 12 10 4 28 70 68
Vancouver 29 12 15 2 26 72 85
Seattle 27 9 15 3 21 77 98

CENTRAL DIVISION

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Minnesota 28 19 8 1 39 106 82
Nashville 28 17 10 1 35 81 75
St. Louis 28 15 8 5 35 96 79
Colorado 25 16 7 2 34 109 84
Winnipeg 27 13 9 5 31 82 76
Dallas 25 13 10 2 28 69 70
Chicago 27 10 15 2 22 62 86
Arizona 27 5 20 2 12 48 101

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC DIVISION

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Florida 27 18 5 4 40 101 75
Toronto 29 19 8 2 40 93 75
Tampa Bay 27 17 6 4 38 89 74
Boston 24 14 8 2 30 69 62
Detroit 28 13 12 3 29 78 96
Buffalo 27 8 15 4 20 73 97
Ottawa 25 8 16 1 17 67 93
Montreal 29 6 20 3 15 62 102

METROPOLITAN DIVISION

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Washington 28 17 5 6 40 97 71
Carolina 27 19 7 1 39 85 58
N.Y. Rangers 27 18 6 3 39 79 68
Pittsburgh 27 14 8 5 33 80 70
Columbus 26 14 11 1 29 86 86
New Jersey 26 10 11 5 25 74 86
Philadelphia 26 10 12 4 24 65 88
N.Y. Islanders 23 7 11 5 19 50 70

Monday’s result
Calgary at Chicago, ppd.

Today’s games
Kings at Tampa Bay, 4 p.m.
Montreal at Pittsburgh, 4 p.m.
New Jersey at Philadelphia, 4 p.m.
Ottawa at Florida, 4 p.m.
Vegas at Boston, 4 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Detroit, 4:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Winnipeg, 5 p.m.
Calgary at Nashville, 5 p.m.
Carolina at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
St. Louis at Dallas, 5:30 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Colorado, 6 p.m.
Toronto at Edmonton, 6 p.m.
Columbus at Vancouver, 7 p.m.
Seattle at San Jose, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s games
Washington at Chicago, 5 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Arizona, 6 p.m.
Seattle at Ducks, 7 p.m.

Thursday’s games
Detroit at Carolina, 4 p.m.
Kings at Florida, 4 p.m.
Ottawa at Tampa Bay, 4 p.m.
Philadelphia at Montreal, 4 p.m.
Vegas at New Jersey, 4 p.m.
Boston at N.Y. Islanders, 4:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
Colorado at Nashville, 5 p.m.
Columbus at Edmonton, 6 p.m.
Toronto at Calgary, 6 p.m.
Vancouver at San Jose, 7:30 p.m.

By The Associated Press

The NHL has post-
poned the Calgary Flames’ 
next three games after six 
players and a sta� mem-
ber entered the league’s 
COVID-19 protocol over a 
24-hour period.

The Flames announced 
Monday that forwards 
Elias Lindholm, Andrew 
Mangiapane, Brad Rich-
ardson and Adam Ruz-
icka and defensemen Chris 
Tanev and Nikita Zadorov 
were in the protocol.

Postponed games in-
clude Monday night’s 
game at Chicago, Tues-
day’s game at Nashville 
and Thursday’s home 
game against Toronto.

Later Monday, the Car-
olina Hurricanes an-
nounced star center Se-
bastian Aho, rookie center 
Seth Jarvis and a member 
of the training sta� have 
entered the COVID-19 pro-
tocol.

The team said all three 
would remain in Vancou-
ver. The Hurricanes lost 
there 2-1 on Sunday, with 
Aho missing the game 
with what the team orig-
inally said was an illness. 
Carolina played at Calgary 
on Thursday, winning 2-1 
in overtime.

The league said in a 
news release that the 
Flames games were post-
poned due to concern with 
continued spread and the 
likelihood of additional 
positive cases. The Flames’ 
training facilities were 
also closed.

Calgary is the third 
NHL team this season to 
have games postponed due 
to a COVID-19 outbreak.

NHL HIGHLIGHTS

Flames have 
COVID-19 
outbreak

in the Rose Bowl. But Slovis 
finished with a 67% comple-
tion rate and a 17-7 touch-
down-to-interception ratio. 
Still, he was named to the 
2020 All-Pac-12 first team.

Slovis entered 2021 hop-
ing to shake o� those issues 
and establish himself as a 
high-end NFL draft pick. 
He spoke in the preseason 
about how his confidence 
was restored and that his 

arm felt strong and ready 
for the season.

But Slovis again strug-
gled, with three of the four 
NFL receivers from his 
freshman year off to the 
pros along with the two 
NFL linemen from 2019, 
too. Slovis’ completion per-
centage dropped to a career 
low of 65%, and he threw 11 
touchdowns to eight inter-
ceptions.

A neck injury in Week 2 
against Washington State 
opened the door for fresh-
man Jaxson Dart, who led 
USC to a comeback win over 

the Cougars. Once Dart re-
covered from meniscus 
surgery, he and Slovis be-
gan splitting time at quar-
terback, with Dart being 
trusted in the fourth quar-
ter with USC holding onto a 
one-possession lead against 
Arizona.

A lower leg injury shut 
down Slovis’ season, caus-
ing him to miss the final 
three games.

There was reason to spec-
ulate on whether Slovis 
would follow his original 
intention to turn pro after 
this season or transfer. With 

USC hiring Lincoln Riley, 
it was considered unlikely 
that Slovis would remain a 
Trojan, given that the dual-
threat Dart is a better fit 
for Riley’s o�ense than the 
pocket-passer Slovis.

But now Slovis will get to 
test out the transfer market, 
with two seasons of eligibil-
ity remaining.

He joins former USC play-
ers like defensive end Jake 
Lichtenstein, linebackers 
Juliano Falaniko and Ray-
mond Scott and outside line-
backer Hunter Echols in the 
transfer portal.

USC
FROM PAGE 1

By The Associated Press

Heisman Trophy winner 
Bryce Young and Alabama 
teammates Will Anderson 
Jr. and Jameson Williams 
have been selected All-
Americans by The Associ-
ated Press, giving the top-
ranked Crimson Tide more 
players on the first team 
than any other school.

The AP All-America 
team presented by Regions 
Bank, selected by a panel of 
Top 25 college football poll 
voters, was released Mon-
day.

Young became the fourth 
Alabama player, and first 
Tide quarterback, to win 
the Heisman on Satur-
day night. Anderson, who 
leads the nation in sacks 
with 15.5, was fifth in the 
Heisman voting.

Alabama (12-1) will face 
No. 4 Cincinnati (13-0) in 
the College Football Play-
o� semifinals Dec. 31.

The Tide will bring five 
players who received AP 
All-American honors into 
their playo� game. Tackle 
Evan Neal made the sec-
ond team and safety Jordan 
Battle was a third-team se-
lection.

Cincinnati is represented 
on the first team by corner-
back Ahmad Gardner, who 
was a second-team All-
American last season. Fel-
low Bearcats cornerback 
Coby Bryant made the sec-
ond team.

The other playo� semifi-
nal on New Year’s Eve, No. 2 
Michigan (12-1) against No. 
3 Georgia (12-1), will feature 
four more first-team All-
Americans.

Defensive end Aidan 
Hutchinson, the Heisman 
runner-up, and kicker Jake 
Moody are All-Americans 
for the Wolverines. Geor-
gia’s top-ranked defense is 
represented by defensive 
tackle Jordan Davis and 
linebacker Nakobe Dean.

Michigan linebacker Da-
vid Ojabo was chosen for 
the second team and run-
ning back Hassan Haskins 
was a third-team selection.

Georgia matched Al-
abama with five players 
across the three teams. De-
fensive tackle Devonte Wy-
att and freshman tight end 
Brock Bowers made the sec-
ond team and safety Lewis 
Cine was a third-team 
choice.

Pittsburgh quarter-
back Kenny Pickett made 
the second team and fel-
low Heisman finalist C.J. 
Stroud from Ohio State was 
the third-team QB.

Iowa State running back 
Breece Hall is the only 
player to repeat as a first-
team AP All-American this 
season.

Iowa center Tyler Linder-
baum and Texas A&M 
guard Kenyon Green each 
were first-team selections 
this season after making 
the second team in 2020.

Kentucky tackle Darian 
Kinnard and Oregon edge 
rusher Kayvon Thibodeaux 
went from third-team in 
2020 to first-team in 2021.

The AP added two play-
ers, one on each side of the 
ball, to the teams this year, 
the first change to the All-
America structure since 
2006. To reflect a game that 
features more passing than 
ever before — plus more 
schools playing major col-
lege football — the o�enses 
now feature three receivers 
and the defenses include an 
extra defensive back.

With more receiver 
spots to fill, Ohio State be-
came the first school to 
have three wideouts earn 
All-America honors in the 

same season. Chris Olave 
and Garrett Wilson made 
the second team and Jaxon 
Smith-Njigba was a third-
team pick.

Add in Alabama’s Wil-
liams, an Ohio State trans-
fer, and four receivers who 
played for the Buckeyes 
in 2020 made the AP All-
America teams.

The Buckeyes led all 
schools, placing eight play-
ers on the three teams. Join-
ing the three receivers and 
Stroud were o�ensive line-
men Thayer Munford and 
Nichola Petit-Frere, defen-
sive lineman Haskell Gar-
rett and kicker Noah Rug-
gles, who all made the sec-
ond team.

Virginia QB Armstrong 
says he’s staying put

Virginia’s new coach 
achieved the first big vic-
tory of his tenure on Mon-
day when quarterback 
Brennan Armstrong said 
he’s given no thought to 
transferring.

Coach Tony Elliott met 

with the Cavaliers for the 
first time on Sunday night, 
and Armstrong — who 
threw for 4,444 yards in 11 
games this season for an 
average of 404 per game, 
which ranks second na-
tionally — said Monday af-
ter Elliott’s introductory 
news conference that he’s 
staying put.

“I think he’s going to run 
a great program. I’m really 
excited to see it,” said Arm-
strong, who has two years 
of eligibility remaining. 
“I’m not going to transfer. 
It’s either here or the NFL.”

Elliott spent the past 
seven seasons as the o�en-
sive coordinator at Clem-
son, a stint that included 
two national titles and the 
spectacular three-year ca-
reer of quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence, who was the top 
pick in this spring’s NFL 
draft.

At Virginia, Elliott takes 
over for Bronco Menden-
hall, who surprisingly an-
nounced his resignation af-
ter the Cavaliers concluded 
a 6-6 regular season.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

The 2021 Associated Press All-America 
team presented by Regions Bank, selected 
by a panel of Top 25 poll voters.

FIRST TEAM
OFFENSE
Quarterback: Bryce Young, sophomore, 
Alabama.

Running backs: Kenneth Walker III, junior, 
Michigan State; Breece Hall, junior, Iowa 
State.

Tackles: Ikem Ekwonu, sophomore, North 
Carolina State; Darian Kinnard, senior, 
Kentucky.

Guards:Kenyon Green, junior, Texas A&M; 
Zion Johnson, senior, Boston College.

Center: Tyler Linderbaum, junior, Iowa.

Tight end: Trey McBride, senior, Colorado 
State.

Receivers: Jordan Addison, sophomore, 
Pittsburgh; David Bell, junior, Purdue; 
Jameson Williams, junior, Alabama.

All-purpose player: Deuce Vaughn, 
sophomore, Kansas State.

Kicker: Jake Moody, senior, Michigan.

DEFENSE
Edge rushers: Aidan Hutchinson, senior, 
Michigan; Kayvon Thibodeaux, junior, 
Oregon.

Linemen: Jordan Davis, senior, Georgia; 
DeMarvin Leal, junior, Texas A&M.

Linebackers: Will Anderson, Jr., sopho-
more, Alabama; Nakobe Dean, junior, Geor-
gia; Devin Lloyd, junior, Utah.

Cornerbacks: Ahmad Gardner, junior, Cin-
cinnati; Roger McCreary, senior, Auburn.

Safeties: Verone McKinley III, sophomore, 
Oregon; Jalen Pitre, senior, Baylor.

Defensive back: Marcus Jones, senior, 
Houston.

Punter: Matt Araiza, junior, San Diego State.

SECOND TEAM
OFFENSE
Quarterback: Kenny Pickett, senior, 
Pittsburgh.

Running backs: Sean Tucker, freshman, 
Syracuse; Tyler Badie, senior, Missouri.

Tackles: Evan Neal, junior, Alabama; 
Nicholas Petit-Frere, junior, Ohio State.

Guards: Thayer Munford, senior, Ohio 
State; William Dunkle, junior, San Diego 
State.

Center: Alec Lindstrom, senior, Boston 
College.

Tight end: Brock Bowers, freshman, 
Georgia.

Receivers: Chris Olave, senior, Ohio State; 
Garrett Wilson, junior, Ohio State; Jerreth 
Sterns, junior, Western Kentucky.

All-purpose player: Jahmyr Gibbs, sopho-
more, Georgia Tech.

Kicker: Noah Ruggles, senior, Ohio State.

DEFENSE
Edge rushers:Jermaine Johnson, senior, 
Florida State; Cameron Thomas, junior, San 
Diego State.

Linemen: Devonte Wyatt, senior, Georgia; 
Haskell Garrett, senior, Ohio State.

Linebackers: Malcolm Rodriguez, senior, 
Oklahoma State; Leo Chenal, junior, Wis-
consin; David Ojabo, junior, Michigan.

Cornerbacks: Coby Bryant, senior, Cin-
cinnati; Ja’Quan McMillian, junior, East 
Carolina.

Safeties: Jaquan Brisker, senior, Penn 
State; Kyle Hamilton, junior, Notre Dame.

Defensive back: JoJo Domann, senior, 
Nebraska.

Punter: Adam Korsak, senior, Rutgers.

ALL-AMERICA TEAM

Alabama puts three players 
on AP All-America �rst team

BUTCH DILL — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Alabama quarterback Bryce Young (9) won the Heisman Trophy and led the Crimson Tide to the CFP semifinals.
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NFL

By The Associated Press

Urban Meyer’s tenure in 
Jacksonville is nearing a new 
low, and no one could have 
thought that was possible 2 
½ months ago.

The Jaguars (2-11) were 
shut out for the first time 
in more than a dozen years 
Sunday, a 20-0 drubbing at 
Tennessee that showed just 
how far the team’s o�ense 
has regressed in the past 
seven weeks.

Although it’s unlikely bil-
lionaire owner Shad Khan 
would fire Meyer after one 
season — Khan despises the 
notion of paying people to 
not work and has been ada-
mant he finally “got it right” 
by hiring Meyer — he has to, 
at the very least, have grow-
ing concerns about his latest 
debacle in Jacksonville.

The Jaguars have failed to 
top 200 total yards in three 
games, including in back-to-
back weeks, and now have 
two five-game skids. Neither 
had happened in the team’s 
previous 26 years.

They have the league’s 
longest current losing streak 
to go along with a 15-game 
road skid and eight consecu-
tive losses in AFC South play.

The only thing that’s im-
proved since Meyer took over 

in January is the team’s de-
fense, and Meyer has mostly 
left that side of the ball to 
longtime NFL assistant and 
first-time coordinator Joe 
Cullen.

Meyer’s first year with 
the Jaguars will be remem-
bered for public embarrass-
ments and weekly confusion  
about what’s happening in 
games and seemingly inside 
the locker room.

Khan and Meyer had a 
one-on-one meeting in Nash-

ville for roughly 15 minutes 
following the latest loss, the 
team’s 32nd in its past 37 
games.

“Our focus is to finish the 
season strong and to make 
whatever adjustments we 
have to make to get this 
thing cooking,” Meyer said.
FORMER JETS PLAYER SEN-
TENCED TO 3 YEARS IN COVID 
SCAM » Former NFL player 
Josh Bellamy has been sen-
tenced to three years and 
one month in federal prison 

for fraudulently obtaining 
over $1.2 million in CO-
VID-19 relief funds.

Bellamy, 32, of St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida, was sen-
tenced Friday in Tampa 
federal court, according to 
court records. He pleaded 
guilty in June to conspir-
acy to commit wire fraud. 
Besides serving prison time, 
Bellamy must also pay res-
titution.

Bellamy most recently 
played for the New York Jets, 

who released him from the 
reserve/physically unable to 
play list in Sept. 2020, just 
days before his arrest.
RAVENS HOPE JACKSON IS A 
QUICK HEALER » This was 
the absence Baltimore could 
least a�ord. The Ravens are 
hopeful it won’t linger.

Lamar Jackson missed 
most of Sunday’s loss at 
Cleveland after spraining 
his ankle, but a day later, 
coach John Harbaugh said 
the star quarterback did not 
have a high ankle sprain. 
Harbaugh said he’s plan-
ning for Jackson to play 
this week, but it’s too early 
to tell for sure.

“We’ll see where it goes 
this week,” Harbaugh said. 
“If he can go, he’ll go. If not, 
Tyler (Huntley) will be the 
quarterback.”

Huntley threw for 270 
yards and a touchdown 
and showed some impres-
sive scrambling ability, 
but it wasn’t enough as the 
Ravens fell 24-22 to the 
Browns. It was Baltimore’s 
second consecutive loss, but 
the Ravens (8-5) remained 
in sole possession of first 
place in the AFC North.
BRONCOS MAKING A SUR-
PRISING POSTSEASON PUSH 
» What usually drives the 
Denver Broncos this time of 

year is seeing what’s under 
the Christmas tree and en-
visioning what sunny locale 
they’ll be jetting o� to come 
January.

Not now.
The Broncos (7-6) thrust 

themselves into the thick of 
the AFC playo� scramble 
with a 38-10 blowout of the 
Detroit Lions  on Sunday.

The postseason hasn’t 
been a possibility for the 
Broncos in mid-Decem-
ber since 2015 when Pey-
ton Manning was holler-
ing “Omaha! Omaha!” at 
the line of scrimmage in-
stead of bantering with 
baby brother Eli from the 
broadcast booth on “Mon-
day Night Football.”

“This is the first time 
we’ve been in this posi-
tion this late in the season 
where we have everything 
right in front of us,” fourth-
year linebacker Bradley 
Chubb said Monday. “So, it 
feels di�erent, guys coming 
in at 10 o’clock, the first lift 
option we’ve got, trying to 
get it in, watching the film.

“Everybody’s locked in, 
man. It’s been fun to see.”

The Broncos haven’t had 
a winning record in Decem-
ber since 2016, when they 
finished 9-7 and missed the 
playo�s. 

NOTES

Meyer’s turbulent tenure with Jags hits new low

KYUSUNG GONG — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jaguars head coach Urban Meyer, in his �rst year in the NFL, watched Jacksonville get 
shut out for the �rst time in more than a dozen years on Sunday.

“It’s just a part of life,” 
Staley said about the CO-
VID-19 spikes across the 
NFL. “It’s just part of the 
world that we’re living in. 
You just make your adjust-
ments when things happen 
and you keep it moving.

“I know that we’re doing 
our best within our ecosys-
tem to make sure that our 
ecosystem here at the build-
ing is safe and that we fol-
low the protocols the best 
that we can and that we 
know how.”

Chargers get rest, 
recovery for Thursday

The Chargers created an 
ideal situation heading into 
a short week by jumping to 
a 30-point lead during the 
fourth quarter of Sunday’s 
win at SoFi Stadium.

Staley pulled most of his 
starters at that point to be-
gin the rest and recovery 
plan that the team imple-
mented to deal with the 
drawbacks that come from 
playing in a Thursday game.

The Chargers will play 
their first Thursday home 
game since 2016 and will 
get to face the Chiefs with-
out having to travel the 
prior game.

“Luckily, this game (ver-
sus the Giants), I think a 
lot of us came out feeling 
pretty good,” Bosa said. 
“It’s definitely the best I’ve 
felt, probably, going into a 
Thursday game I can re-
member.”

Staley had his players go 
through a recovery room 
that had five stations, in-
cluding ice tubs and mas-
sages, following the win 
against the Giants.

“We wanted to start that 
recovery process right now,” 
Staley said Sunday. “We 
did not want to wait until 
Monday. We have a bunch 
of people in there work-
ing right now. That’s a big 
part of it, making sure that 
they take advantage of all 
the resources that we pour 
into them so that they can 
be at their best on Thurs-
day night.”

Bosa isn’t a fan of Thurs-

day games, but he com-
mended the recovery plans 
that Staley and his sta� in-
corporated for this season.

“I’ve never really enjoyed 
having to play on Thurs-
day,” Bosa said. “Usually, by 
Thursday, I’m barely start-
ing to feel a little bit better 
going into the weekend. It’s 
kind of tough, but the team 
has been doing a great job. 
They really put an emphasis 
on recovery after the game. 
We were all back there do-
ing the ice tub and getting 
some massages, flushes and 
all of that. We’re doing our 
best to get ready for it.”

Staley, who was hired as 
the team’s head coach in 
January, has taken a cau-
tious approach for players’ 
safety when it comes to in-
juries. He has also added 
detailed pre-practice activ-
ities for warm-ups.

Bosa said he wasn’t 
happy at the time with Stal-
ey’s decision to sideline him 
for the final three quarters 
against the Cincinnati Ben-
gals in Week 13 after be-
ing evaluated for a concus-
sion and cleared to return 
to the game. But Bosa, who 
sustained two concussions 
last season, appreciated 
Staley for prioritizing his 
long-term health.

“It’s definitely easy to get 
caught up in the emotions 
in the moment and I defi-
nitely wanted to go back 
out there, but I’m trying to 
think long term for myself 
and definitely for the team 
as well,” Bosa said. “Because 
if I take a few more bad 
shots, then it’s something 
I’m gonna have to consider, 
probably retiring. But that’s 
not something I’m really 
thinking about. Luckily, I 
made the right decision and 
so did Coach Staley, so I had 
plenty of time to recover.”

Update on James
Staley said safety Der-

win James reported Mon-
day that his hamstring in-
jury is improving.

James didn’t play in the 
win against the Giants be-
cause he felt tightness in 
his hamstring after Friday’s 
practice.

“Derwin reported better 
today than he was yester-
day,” Staley said. “He’s day-
to-day.”

Chargers
FROM PAGE 1

By Rob Maaddi
The Associated Press

TAMPA, FLA. » Josh Allen 
wouldn’t let Tom Brady and 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
cruise to a lopsided victory 
after the Bu�alo Bills fell 
behind by 21 points at half-
time.

Allen led an impressive 
comeback with his arm and 
legs to force overtime be-
fore Brady connected with 
Breshad Perriman for a 58-
yard catch-and-run touch-
down to win it.

Several other teams 
didn’t show Bu�alo’s fight 
on Sunday. Most had less 
at stake.

Seven games were de-
cided by 15 or more points, 
including five by at least 20.

Considering the teams 
on the losing end, it wasn’t 
a surprise.

The Lions (1-11-1), Jag-
uars (2-11), Texans (2-11), 
Jets (3-10) and Giants (4-
9) were outscored 158-53. 
They’ll spend the final four 
weeks fighting for draft po-
sitioning, and on the wrong 
side of more routs.

“It’s going to flip,” Jets 
coach Robert Saleh prom-
ised after a 30-9 loss to 
New Orleans. “This crappy 
part is part of the process, 

but at the same time it’s 
not discouraging by any 
sense of the imagination 
because we’ve got a lot of 
young guys getting a lot of 
good playing time. And I 
promise you they’re learn-
ing from all this.”

Jets fans can’t be blamed 
for being skeptical. New 
York will miss the playo�s 
for the 11th straight year 
and has had only one win-
ning season in that span.

Coming o� its first win 
of the season, Detroit 
stayed close for a half in 
Denver. The Broncos then 
pulled away for a 38-10 win.

“It just wasn’t good 
enough,” Lions coach Dan 
Campbell said.

They’ve been saying the 
same thing for decades in 
Detroit. The Lions haven’t 
won a playo� game since 
1992.

The dysfunctional Jag-
uars lost 20-0 at Tennes-
see following a report that 
rookie coach Urban Meyer 
and his sta� aren’t getting 
along. Jacksonville has 
just one winning season 
in the last 14 years yet has 
su�ered more embarrass-
ment under Meyer in only 
13 games.

“It hasn’t exactly ma-
terialized the way I ex-

pected it to have, the expe-
rience of winning games,” 
said Meyer, a three-time 
national champion at Flor-
ida and Ohio State who has 
learned it’s not easy to win 
in the NFL.

The Texans fell to the 
Seahawks 33-13, their 23rd 
loss in 29 games. They 
couldn’t win with Deshaun 
Watson last year. They 
can’t win with him getting 
paid to sit out games this 
season.

Houston visits Jackson-
ville next week. The win-
ner may be the real loser 
for dropping a spot in the 
draft order.

The Giants are one loss 
away from securing their 
fifth straight losing season 
and eighth in nine years af-
ter a 37-21  loss to the Char-
gers. The biggest question 
in New York will be coach 
Joe Judge’s job security af-
ter only two seasons.

“I am the head coach and 
everything in this program 
reflects on me,” Judge said. 
“I will never shy away from 
that. I do not make any ex-
cuses and I do not hide 
from that either. I am not 
a finger pointer. I am not 
an excuse maker and I am 
never trying to deflect any-
thing. In terms of the direc-

tion the program is going, 
there is a lot of things that 
I see week after week with 
our players and where we 
are going that I am encour-
aging all the way. 

“Sometimes that is tough 
to see externally, but these 
are the key foundational 
pieces that are being put 
in place and we are mak-
ing lots of progress going 
forward.”

Others may need a mi-
croscope to see the prog-
ress Judge is talking 
about.

The worst loss of the day 
belonged to Las Vegas. The 
Chiefs routed the Raiders 
for the second time in five 
games. Kansas City won 
this one 48-9. The Raiders 
(6-7) are clinging to play-
o� hopes, but they’ve lost 
five of six and aren’t going 
anywhere.

“I try my best to stay 
positive, but it sucks,” Las 
Vegas quarterback Derek 
Carr said.

He could’ve been speak-
ing on behalf of many play-
ers on the bad teams that 
were blown out.

AP pro football writers 
Dennis Waszak and Mark 
Long contributed to this 
report.

ANALYSIS

Bad teams getting blown out 
is a common theme in NFL

ERIC CHRISTIAN SMITH — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Two Seahawks break up a pass intended for Houston’s Brandin Cooks (13) during the Texans’ 33-13 loss Sunday.

KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Chargers’ Joey Bosa isn’t a fan of Thursday games but 
likes what the coaching sta� has done to help players recover.
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