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In 2025, Uptown United decided to invest even more to address Uptown’s 
cleanliness and physical appearance with a goal to keep Uptown “clean and green.”

With funding from the Uptown Special Service Area, Uptown United has 
contracted three neighbors as part of the Street Team and invested in materials, 
supplies, and equipment to address the various needs of the neighborhood’s 
appearance.  

The Uptown Street Team performs litter abatement, landscaping, weed removal, 
leaf removal, and various other tasks throughout the year, all while being a friendly 
and supportive presence in the neighborhood.  The Street Team also attends 
various neighborhood events to provide a helping hand and market the Uptown 
neighborhood as a place that is warm, welcoming, and vibrant!

Interested in joining the Uptown Street Team?  
Email info@exploreuptown.org or call 773.878.1064.

Up t ow n  S t r e et  Te a m
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The Uptown Trash Can Pilot Program is administered by Uptown United and 
funded by the Uptown Special Service Area.  These new neighborhood trash 
receptacles are privately-owned and therefore can be emptied and maintained 
more regularly than city-owned trash receptacles.

In the Fall of 2025, Uptown United introduced six of these trash cans to 
the neighborhood, two in each sub-area: Argyle Street, Buena Park, and the 
Entertainment District. By Spring of 2026, Uptown United plans to add six more. 

These new trash receptacles are fully enclosed which results in less sidewalk litter 
from overflowing cans and a reduction in waste that is accessible to rodents. 
Additionally, the full enclosure accommodates place-making graphics and 
branding which then allows the trash cans to function as neighborhood identifiers. 

Interested in a branded trash receptacle outside of your business  
or residence? Email info@exploreuptown.org or call 773.878.1064.

Tr a s h  C a n  P i l o t  P r o g r a m
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H i st o r i c a l  Ma rke r  P r o g r a m

The development of the Uptown Square District during the first two decades of 
the 20th century transformed the intersection of Lawrence and Broadway in the 
city’s Uptown community area from a rural crossroads to one of the region’s most 
vibrant entertainment, business, and shopping districts. Christened “Uptown” 
by department store owner and local booster Loren Miller in the mid-1910s, 
the concentration of commercial and retail buildings and entertainment venues 
clustered around the intersection of Lawrence and Broadway became known 
as Uptown Square by the mid-1920s. Only Chicago’s downtown Loop rivaled 
Uptown Square as both an entertainment center and a commercial shopping 
district. 

To recognize buildings that contribute to Uptown’s historic district, Uptown 
United administers a Historical Marker Program. Property or business owners 
in buildings that contribute to the historic district are eligible to receive a 
bronze plaque for their building, customized with the year built and architect. 
Additionally, signage noting the historical significance of the building can be added 
to the public way. 
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I n  2 0 2 5 ,  Up t ow n  Un i t e d  ho st e d  o r  
p a r t i c ip a t e d  i n  ove r  1 0 0  me et i n g s  r e l a t e d  

t o  c o nst r u c t i o n ,  p l a n n i n g ,  a nd  s a fet y.
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C o m mu n i t y  P l a n n i n g

As Uptown’s community economic development organization, Uptown United 
leads e�orts to facilitate economic development through smart urban planning. 
This includes facilitating strategic and master planning projects and participating 
in numerous tasks forces, steering committees, and construction meetings.

Lead Role in Community Planning
ACTIVITY	 ROLE	  

Development 	 Monthly meetings with developers, Chicago  
Partners	 Transit Authority, Chicago Department of 
Committee	 Transportation, and others 
 
Entertainment  	 Conducted quarterly visioning sessions, giving 
District Task Force	 participants an opportunity to share their thoughts 
 
Argyle Street	 Conducted quarterly visioning sessions, giving 
Task Force	 participants an opportunity to share their thoughts 
 
Uptown Square Public   	 Six-month master planning process to create a   
Space Master Plan 	 vision for the open space at Lawrence/Broadway

Participation in Community Planning
ACTIVITY	 ROLE	  

APA-IL State	 Shared lessons on commercial corridor health	
Conference	 and planning to state-wide practitioners 
 
Cook County State’s  	 Bi-monthly Community Justice Center meetings 		
Attorney CJC	 with 19th and 20th Chicago Police Districts  
 
CTA Red-Purple 	 Business assistance and informational meetings 		
Modernization and	 related to the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr 			 
LBMM Projects	 Modernization (LBMM) Project 
 
Broadway Land Use 	 Partnered with the Department of Planning and 
Framework Plan	 Development to create a land use framework plan
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Uptown Chamber of Commerce - Board of Directors
Chair: Liz Deboni, Wintrust Bank - Uptown 
Vice-Chair: Alexis Zimmer, Alexis Zimmer State Farm Insurance 
Secretary: Janet Toliver, Mind Body Defense 
Emmanuel Abidemi, Iyanze West African 
Mohammad Abuhashish, Uptown Deli 
Jensen Allen, Graceland Cemetery and Arboretum 
Toni Coke, Bodi Shak 
Lucio DiPaolo, Rocchetta Inc. 
Stephanie Foerster, Ensemble Media 
Danielle Wallington-Harris, Harry S Truman College 
Kenny Lau, Rakkan Ramen 
Charles Murray, Terrace 
Jennifer Pham, Mini Tx Pharmacy 
Adel Shaw, Spoil Me Salon 
Jackie Taylor, Black Ensemble Theater 

Uptown Special Service Area - Commission
Chair: Terry Tuohy, Weiss Memorial Hospital 
Vice-Chair: Patti Eick-Hutzel, Residential Property Owner 
Treasurer: Matthew Ru�, Chicago Market 
Secretary: Noreen Keeney, Residential Property Owner 
Kelly Cheng, Sun Wah BBQ Restaurant 
Rosa Haraf, Residential Property Owner 
Dominic Irpino, Irpino Real Estate 
Todd Allen Israel, Todd Allen Israel Architect LLC 
Andrew Pillman, Uptown Taproom 
Nick Pinto, Cedar Street / FLATS  
Lesley Showers, Institute of Cultural A�airs 
Karl Sullivan, Wilson Abbey

Annual Sponsors
Gold Sponsor: Graceland Cemetery 
Silver Sponsors: Chicago Association of Realtors Foundation, Old National Bank 
Bronze Sponsor: Wintrust Bank - Uptown

Partial funding for the development of this 2025  Year in Review was provided by Uptown SSA #34.   
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