Le Mars Community Facade Improvement Grant
Revised: May 15, 2025
Overview
The purpose of the program is to encourage architectural restoration and renovation to improve commercial building facades. The Facade Grant Program is funded by the City of Le Mars and is administered by the Le Mars Area Chamber of Commerce Design Committee.  The program provides funding to owners of commercial property within the designated Le Mars city limits. At the discretion of the Design Committee, individual non-commercial, business properties with historical significance to the community may be considered.
The Facade Improvement grant offers financial assistance to commercial property owners who strive to enhance, promote and preserve the Le Mars community. Applicants may receive up to 50% of costs on a facade improvement project. The maximum award to one building, defined by its physical street address, is $15,000.  If ownership of a building changes, the $15,000 maximum award limit is reset and becomes available to the new ownership.  
Eligibility
A. A grant application must be submitted and signed by the legal owner of the eligible building within the Le Mars city limits.
B. The improvements must be made to the exterior of the building visible from a public street, alley or municipal parking lot,
C. Property taxes and other city services accounts must be current at the time of approval and funding.
[image: ]
D. Grants are not available to applicants if the owner of the building has received a Façade Grant on that building within the previous three years or if that building has reached the maximum grant award total of $15,000 under that ownership.
E. All rehabilitation work must comply with all applicable City codes, ordinances and policies including but not limited to building code requirement and local ordinances.
F. Properties listed on the National Registry of Historic Places must retain the historic integrity of the building facade.
G. The Design Committee, at their discretion, may decline any application.
Applicant Design Assistance
The Le Mars Historic Preservation Commission will offer assistance regarding the historical characteristics of the building and how they may be retained.
Award Criteria
Grants are awarded based on the project's compliance with the guidelines and value of the project to the community. It is preferred for applicants to use a Le Mars area contractor (within 100 miles) in developing attractive and appropriate facade improvement projects.

Grant Funding Cycle
The Design Committee will review grants once a month on the second Tuesday at noon in the Chamber conference room. Applicants are required to present proposed plans, costs and timeframe to the Design Committee.  The Design Team Chairperson will contact applicants with the committee's decision.
Award Letter
If an application is approved, the applicant will receive an award letter. The award letter will include a maximum dollar amount which will be reimbursed. Actual reimbursement will be 50% of actual cost up to the maximum amount in the award letter. The grant award may be based on a lower bid.  No construction or demolition work may be done prior to both parties signing the award letter. If work is begun prior to the final approval, no funds will be released.
Application Process
The purpose of the application and required attachments is to provide the Design Committee with all the relevant information to make a grant decision.

The following items are required for a complete application –
· Completed Budget Worksheet
· A minimum of two quotes from appropriately licensed and insured Le Mars area contractors (within 100 miles) for each and all aspects of the work to be done. The committee reserves the right to require additional quotes.
· A current, colored photo of the building facade.
· A drawing showing what the facade will look like after the proposed improvements. [image: ] 
· Proof of payment for all applicable property taxes.
· Submit material samples if applicable — indicate quality of finishes, paint sample colors and signage lettering and size.
· Examples of contractors’ local work may be requested.

For assistance with the application process, contact the Le Mars Chamber office at 712-546-8821.

Project Work
Work may begin once the grant letter has been signed. All work outlined in the grant application should be completed no later than six months following the date of the award letter.

If at any time during the course of the project work, the applicant is unable to adhere to the work as described in the application, work should be halted as soon as is reasonable and the Design Committee should be informed immediately. Work should not be resumed until the Design Committee has provided written approval of the revised project.

A request for an extension of the project completion deadline may be made to the Design Committee in writing. This request should be made no later than four weeks prior to the deadline.

Eligible Expenses
Eligible costs include, but are not limited to: labor, material and design assistance:
[image: ] Restoration, repair or replacement of windows, doors, exterior walls or other architectural elements.
[image: ] Exterior painting, only in conjunction with other physical improvements. [image: ] Signage, awnings, marquees and related lighting and electrical fixtures.
[image: ] Facade work must be done to the building as a prerequisite for applying for signage. [image: ] The removal of false fronts (such as aluminum panels)
[image: ] Cost of materials.
[image: ] Masonry repair or cleaning.

Ineligible Expenses
The following costs are NOT eligible:
[image: ] Costs incurred before final grant approval by the Design Committee.
[image: ] Sweat Equity- under no circumstances will reimbursement be made for work performed by the owner(s) or his/her spouse, sibling or sibling spouse, unless this work is done as an agent of a company that is a standalone business that has provided a quote included in the original application.
* Expenses not directly related to the improvement of the exterior of a building, including (but not limited to): heating and air conditioning, plumbing, roofs, electrical work other than that required for exterior lighting signage.
Reimbursement Process
A Request for Reimbursement must be delivered to the Chamber office no later than six months following the date of the award letter unless the applicant has received an extension of the deadline for project work completion. This form must be accompanied by the following attachments:
[image: ] Copy of receipt or paid invoice for all items for which reimbursement is required
[image: ] Picture of completed work
[image: ] Copy of any deadline extensions or project revisions from the Design Committee 
[image: ] Copy of all work permits issued for the project work
[image: ] Proof of payment for all applicable property taxes
All documents will be reviewed by the Design Committee at their next meeting following the date the documents were received at the Chamber office. No funds will be dispersed without a completed Request for Reimbursement form and all required attachments for reimbursement. No funds will be dispersed if completed work does not accurately reflect the work outlined in the grant application. No funds will be dispersed if the completed project includes work which requires permits which were not issued. No funds will be dispersed if the completed project does not meet all applicable code.

Applicants should file only one Request for Reimbursement at the completion of all work; no interim payments will be dispersed.
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