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Featured Speaker
David Evans
(Retired) 

 
City of Kansas City, MO

THE NEW WORKPLACE PERIMETER:  
How Technology Is in Every 

Moment of Your Day
October is Cybersecurity Month, join us 

at the Member Luncheon with David 
Evans, the cybersecurity expert who will 
share simple, actionable tips to protect 
your business and personal life in the 

digital age. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn 
from a cybersecurity veteran on how 

to protect yourself in every moment of 
your digital day.

Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events

This is an exclusive opportunity to 
engage directly with local leaders 

and receive key updates on current 
legislative developments impacting 

our community at both the local and 
state levels. 

 
Don’t miss this chance to stay 

informed and connect with your 
representatives! 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Event dates and 

details are subject to 
change without 

notice. 
Please check the 

Chamber calendar 
for the most current 

event details.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

OCTOBER BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Ennovation Center
201 N Forest Ave #120

MEMBER LUNCHEON 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
The City House
14300 E US Highway 40

LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING
8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
Chamber of Commerce &
Online via Zoom

RIBBON CUTTING
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Thomas Automotive
200 W US 24 Hwy

SMALL BUSINESS BREAKFAST CLUB
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM
Chamber of Commerce
210 W Truman Rd

October 15

October 17

October 23

This month’s Business After Hours 
comes with a twist, we’re celebrating 
the Ennovation Center’s 15th Anniver-
sary of fueling entrepreneurship with 
local food tastings, product shopping, 

and tours of the kitchen incubator. 
Enjoy biotech demos, a keynote from 

Steven McBee Jr. at 6 PM, and a chance 
-

working and toasting to the next 15 
years of Ennovation in Independence!

October 25
77TH ANNUAL HALLOWEEN PARADE
10:00 AM 
Historic Independence SCARE (Square)
116 W. Lexington

The 77th Annual Halloween Parade, 
hosted by the Independence Chamber of 
Commerce, will take place on Saturday, 
October 25th, 2025, starting at 10:00 AM 

on the Historic Independence Square. 
The parade will feature local businesses, 

coming together for a morning of festive 
fun and community spirit.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

October 28

-AND-

This month’s Small Business Breakfast 
Club, presented by Independence 

Chamber President Valerie Byrnes, will 
show you how to go beyond good 

service and create memorable 
customer experiences. 

In this interactive session, you’ll 
explore key touchpoints, understand 

customer expectations, and walk away 
with practical strategies to build trust, 

empathy, and lasting loyalty, no 
matter your role.

*Call us with your ribbon cutting needs
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November 21

DECEMBER

Help us to plan 
accordingly by registering 
for these events online: 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
LUNCH & LEARN 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Chamber of Commerce
210 W Truman Rd

Calling all Young Professionals!  Join us 
for an engaging Lunch & Learn event 

designed to inspire and empower young 
professionals in the area! 

This session will focused on “The Art of 
of Saying No” with Charline Gray.

HOLIDAY BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Vaile Mansion
1500 N Liberty Street

NOVEMBER
November 6

SPONSORED BY

TASTY THURSDAY
Networking from 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Courthouse Exchange
113 W Lexington Ave

Have you ever heard of a 
lunch mob? 

This is our version!

Courthouse Exchange

it is come and go as your schedule al-
lows, howver, we will have a dedicated 
networking hour from 12 pm to 1 pm. 
Connect with other business leaders 

November 13
RIBBON CUTTING
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
The Fountains at Greenbriar
2100 S Swope Drive

November 14
MEMBERSHIP PERKS
8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
Chamber of Commerce
210 W Truman Rd

Join us for Membership Perks, where 
we’ll take a deep dive into all the 

connections that your Chamber 

November 19

Featured Speaker
Melesa Johnson 
Jackson County 
Prosecutor

MEMBER LUNCHEON 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Hilton Garden Inn
19677 E Jackson Dr

Join us for the November Member 
Luncheon featuring Jackson County 

Prosecutor Melesa Johnson! 
 

Raised in one of Jackson County’s most 
challenged areas, Prosecutor Melesa 

Johnson has built her career on justice, 
safety, and transformative change. From 

her start as Rookie of the Year in the 

of Public Safety for Kansas City Mayor 
Quinton Lucas, she’s worked to balance 

accountability with rehabilitation. 
 

Beyond the courtroom, she has served 
on numerous community boards, earned 
honors like Up & Coming Award and 30 
Under 30, and continues to lead with 

vision and service. 
 

Hear how she’s working to build a safer, 
more equitable Jackson County.

This is an exclusive opportunity to en-
gage directly with local leaders and re-
ceive key updates on current legislative 
developments impacting our community 

at both the local and state levels.

LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING
8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
Chamber of Commerce &
Online via Zoom

December 4
TASTY THURSDAY
Networking from 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Olive Garden
13910 E US 40 Hwy

December 11

December 16

December 17

Celebrate the season at our Holiday 
Business After Hours inside the beauti-
fully decorated Vaile Mansion!  Take in 

the stunning holiday décor, enjoy festive 
food & drinks, and connect with fellow 

Chamber members. Don’t miss this merry 
night of cheer and connections!

HOLIDAY MEMBER LUNCHEON 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
The City House
14300 E US Highway 40

Join us for a festive celebration at our 
annual Holiday Member Luncheon! This 

year, we’re excited to feature a live choir 

cheer and music.
Come enjoy a delicious meal, connect 

with fellow members, and celebrate the 
holiday spirit together. This is a won-

year, share in our successes, and look 
forward to the future.
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September 17, 2025

1719 S Noland Road
Independence, MO 64055

Ribbon CuttingsRibbon Cuttings

August 21, 2025

Arabella Apartments

Independence, MO 64057

August 1, 2025

DNA Community Center
17902 N Whitney
Independence, MO 64058

July 17, 2025

Vy’s Kitchen Food Truck

We would be delighted to help your business celebrate a grand open-
ing, new management, new location, or a remodel or expansion at 
your present location with a ribbon cutting ceremony.  Please contact 
Paula McKinney at  to schedule a ribbon cutting 
ceremony or scan the QR code to apply online. 
Not yet a member? Call to learn how our ‘Community Welcome’ 
ribbon cutting can put your business in the spotlight!
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OCTOBER

15
Wednesday

11:30 AM-1:00 PM 

The City House
14300 E US Hwy 40

Kansas City, MO  64136

UPCOMϣNG
LUNCHEONS

CYBER SAFE

19
Wednesday

11:30 AM-1:00 PM 

Melesa Johnson
Jackson County 

Prosecutor
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8:30 AM
October 17, 2025
8:30 AM

Independence
Chamber of Commerce
210 W. Truman Road
Independence, MO 64050

Independence 
Chamber of Commerce
210 W. Truman Road
Independence, MO 64050

receive Zoom Link

Online via Zoom
Please register to
receive Zoom Link

November 21, 2025
8:30 AM
November 21, 2025
8:30 AM
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Encouraged by Stephanie Smith with the Fort Osage School 

that launched him deeper into community service and 
leadership. With the skills and connections he gained, Pat 
went on to serve with the Fort Osage Foundation for nearly 
a decade before becoming the Eastern Jackson County rep-
resentative for Community Services League, later advancing 
to Director of Operations. His commitment to service also 

boards across the community. 
 
Today, Pat serves as Executive Director of the Northwest 
Community Development Center, where his leadership has 
brought meaningful improvements. He has secured stable 
funding for Tabitha’s Closet in partnership with ISD, dou-
bled the reach of Meals on Wheels while expanding into 
Raytown to serve 300 meals each day, and strengthened 

senior services throughout Western Independence. NWCDC now provides not only critical meal programs but also daily lunch 
and resources that improve the lives of countless residents. Pat also looks 

-
tunity for new business growth. 
 
For the past nine years, Pat has shared his time and talents as the facilitator 
of the Chamber’s LEAD program, mentoring new leaders and consistently 
giving back to the community he calls home. Alongside his wife, Rita, he con-
tinues to embody the spirit of service and philanthropy. It’s been a privilege 
to work with Pat in LEAD and on the Chamber Board. We celebrate his leader-
ship, generosity, and lasting impact on our community.

Pat began expanding the agricultural opportunities and 
raising other crops such as apple and peach trees.  While 
developing Sibley Orchards, Pat continued working in the 
casino business at Ameristar and Harrah’s.  
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FOR MORE INFO ABOUT THESE 
BUSINESSES & ALL CHAMBER 

MEMBERS VISIT THE 
CHAMBER DIRECTORY 

WWW.BUSINESS.ICHAMBER.BIZ/
DIRECTORY

July-September 2025

ABC Dental LLC 

Blackburn Orthodontics 
Curtis Stout Inc.  

Excellent Taste - The Potato Shack 
Friends of the National Frontier Trails Museum  

HTeaO Independence  
Independence Council PTA 

Kinship Cafe
Lombardo Companies  

Olive Garden 

Visit Independence 
Wesley’s Day Labor 

SCAN QR 
CODE FOR THE 

DIRECTORY

1st MidAmerica Credit Union
Balanced Body Chiropractic Center PC
Bank of Grain Valley
Cargo Largo
Downey Construction Inc.
Fort Osage R-l School District
Gallagher Insurance & Risk Management
Glenn’s Tire & Automotive Inc
Greg’s Lock & Key Service Inc.
Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum
Hilburn Trucking Inc.
Independence Housing Authority
Independence School District Foundation
Independence Womens Clinic
Junior Service League of Independence
McDaniel Furnace & Sheet Metal Inc.
Midwest Machine Co. Inc.
Recognition Plus
Red Carpet Service
Rotary Club of Independence
Sam’s Club
Silverstein Eye Centers PC
Smokehouse Barbecue
State Farm Insurance, Stacey Schell Newland
The Fountains at Greenbriar
V’s Italiano Ristorante

City of Independence
City of Independence Fire Dept.
City of Independence Police Dept.
City of Independence Power & Light
Comcast
Scott King, Attorney
Ted’s Trash Service Inc.
The Groves

Blue Ridge Bank and Trust Co 

25-39 Years - October-December 2025

40-49 Years - October-December 2025

15-24 Years - October-December 2025
AAA Disposal Service
BeHereNow
BMO Bank
Cafe Verona
Clinton’s Soda Fountain
Edward Jones, Adam Kliethermes
Edward Jones, Chris Thiele
Gilbert Whitney & Co
Hereford House Restaurant
Independence Square Association
Independence Square Townhouses
Kansas City Public Library -Trails West Branch

Mother’s Refuge
Ophelia’s Restaurant & Inn
Rand Construction Co.

State Farm Insurance, Chad Mitchell
Studio on Main
UPS STORE

Cheers for Success!Cheers for Success!

H O N O R I N G  5 0  Y E A R S  O F  C H A M B E R  P A R T N E R S H I P
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at our Business After Hours event.

Doug Cowan
Chair
Community Services League

Mary House
Treasurer
Cruise Planners

Officers:Officers:

Kelly Anders, J.D., M.L.S.
Harry S Truman Library

Dr. Cynthia Grant
Independence School District

Dr. Robert Jerome 
Blue Springs School District

Meritas Health

Patrick Farrell
NorthWest Communities Develop. 
Corporation/Fairmount Comm. Ctr.

Charline Gray
�e Cleaning Crew KC

Angie Judy
McClain Brothers Real Estate

Eric Knipp
i360 Insurance, LLC

Stoney Creek Hotel & Conf. Center

Christina Leakey
Truman Habitat for Humanity

Cindy McClain
McClain Companies

Corporate Copy Print

Board of Directors:Board of Directors:
Matt McNamara
Cornell Roo�ng

Dan O’Neill
Reece & Nichols Realtors 

Cindi Rogers
Independence Square Association

Alicia Scott
Alicia Scott State Farm Agency

Kenny Soule
Asphaltic Surfaces

Terri Steele
Evans & Steele Financial, L.L.C.

Susan Wray
Mid-Continent Public Library
                                                                         

Ex Officio Members: Ex Officio Members: 
Tammie May
MCC - Blue River

Dr. Jason Snodgrass
Fort Osage School District 

Zach Walker
City of Independence

Valerie Byrnes
President
valerie@ichamber.biz

Lynne Baker
Member Relations
lynne@ichamber.biz

Chamber Team: Chamber Team: Mara Bradford
Administrative Assistant
mara@ichamber.biz

Mikealene Evans 
Director of Marketing & 
Communications
mikealene@ichamber.biz

Amy Knipp
SantaCaliGon Festival Director
amy@ichamber.biz

Bret Kolman
Chair Elect
3.14 Catalyst

Yvonne Hall
Past Chair of the Board
Blue Ridge Bank & Trust

Paula McKinney
Director of Membership
paula@ichamber.biz

Jarvis Sackman
Director of Business Retention & 
Expansion
jarvis@ichamber.biz

Kris Zerr
Vice President & Director of 
Finance
kris@ichamber.biz

210 W. Truman Rd.
Independence, MO  64050

Phone:  (816) 252-4745 
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LeadershipLeadership
Quote of the Quarter

“The only way to discover 
the limits of the possible is 
to go beyond them into the 

impossible.”

~ Arthur C. Clarke ~

“

210 West Truman Road
Independence, MO 64050

816-252-4745

Caught on CameraCaught on Camera
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SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

December�
�
�
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KINDLY RSVP
HERE

4:30 PM-6:00 PM


