2026 Member Magazine Cover Contest – Official Guidelines

Eligibility
· Open only to Montgomery County residents.
· Entries must be submitted by March 20th, 2026. 

Theme
· Celebrating Montgomery County’s 250th Anniversary
· Submissions should emphasize landscapes, architecture, or other meaningful representations of Montgomery County, Virginia. Preference is given to those that represent the entirety of the county, as opposed to a single locality.

Submission Specifications
· File Type: PDF or vector file (preferred: .AI, .EPS, or high-resolution PDF).
· Resolution: 300 DPI.
· Canvas Size (with bleed):
· Trim Size (final print): 6 in. wide x 9 in. tall
· Bleed Size (extra for printing): +0.5 in. each side
· Total Canvas Required: 6.5 in. wide x 9.5 in. tall
· Safe Area (no critical details): Keep all important elements at least 0.5 in. inside the trim (5.5 in. x 8.5 in. safe space).
· Do not include text overlays such as “2026 Member Magazine” or Chamber logos. These will be applied after selection.

Submission Process
· All entries must be emailed to marketing@montgomerycc.org.
· Each submission must include:
· Resident’s full name
· Contact information for resident
· Signed consent form

Judging Criteria
The winning entry will be selected by the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, or a committee designated by the Board,  in its sole and absolute discretion. The Chamber reserves the right to exclude or disqualify any entry for any reason, including but not limited to entries that do not comply with these Official Guidelines, that are deemed inappropriate, or that do not meet the Chamber’s standards. The Chamber’s decision regarding the winner is final and binding and is not subject to appeal or challenge. In evaluating submissions, the Chamber may consider, among other factors:
· Creativity & Originality (artistic style, unique approach to the theme)
· Relevance to Theme (clear tie to Montgomery County’s 250th anniversary and local significance)
· Composition & Design Quality (balance, color, readability as a cover)
· Technical Compliance (file format, size, bleed requirements)

Recognition & Prizes
· Winning Submission: Featured on the print cover of the 2026 Member Magazine.
· Winner will also receive a certificate of recognition and have their name included in the magazine’s interior.
· Digital Recognition: All appropriate entries will be displayed in the digital version of the magazine.


Permissions & Legal Terms
· All submissions must be original artwork. AI-generated art, traced images, or copyrighted material will result in disqualification.
· By submitting an entry, the entrant grants the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce a perpetual, irrevocable, worldwide, royalty-free, fully paid-up, non-exclusive license to use, reproduce, modify, adapt, publish, display, distribute, and create derivative works from the submitted artwork in any medium now known or hereafter developed, including but not limited to: the 2026 Member Magazine (print and digital editions), the Chamber’s website, social media channels, newsletters, advertising and promotional materials, and any other Chamber publications or communications, without further compensation, notice, or approval from the entrant. The entrant retains ownership of the original artwork but acknowledges that this license is irrevocable once the entry is submitted.
· Each entry must include a signed consent form.
· The entrant represents and warrants that the submitted artwork is entirely original, that the entrant is the sole creator and owner of all rights in the artwork, and that the artwork does not infringe upon or violate the intellectual property rights, privacy rights, or any other rights of any third party; and was not created in whole or in part using artificial intelligence (AI) tools or software.
· These Official Guidelines and all contest entries will be posted on the Chamber’s website. By submitting an entry, the entrant consents to the public display of their artwork and name on the Chamber’s website and in any related materials.
· Limitation of Liability: By entering this contest, each entrant agrees that the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce, its directors, officers, employees, and agents shall not be liable for any claims, losses, damages, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to their participation in the contest or the acceptance, use, or misuse of any submission or award. Entrants who are not selected as the winner shall have no claim to any prize or compensation of any kind.
· The Chamber reserves the right to cancel, modify, or suspend the contest at any time and for any reason without liability to any entrant.
· By submitting an entry, the entrant agrees to be bound by these Official Guidelines and all decisions of the Chamber, which are final and binding in all respects.
