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As we step into May, we enter a season that highlights some of the most important elements of
our local economy and community. Recognized as Small Business Month, May is a natural time
to reflect on the businesses that serve as the backbone of Sauk Prairie, create jobs, support
local initiatives, and help define the character of our community.

This time of year also aligns with National Economic Development Week happening May 4th-
8th. This reminds us that strong communities don’t happen by chance; they are built through
collaboration, intentional investment, and a shared commitment to growth. The Sauk Prairie
Area Chamber of Commerce continues to play an important role in fostering those connections,
bringing together business leaders, community partners, and residents to support long-term
success.

Spring also brings a renewed sense of momentum. As the season changes, so does the pace 
of activity across our Chamber. Events like the Morning Blend (May 5th), Coffee & Coaching 
(May 19th), Spring Swing Golf Outing (May 20th) and Community Expo (June 18th) provide
meaningful ways for members and the community to connect, collaborate, and grow. 

This year, in particular, represents a time of continued evolution. With that comes the
opportunity to build on a strong foundation, welcome new ideas, and ensure the Chamber
remains a responsive and forward-looking organization. The strength of Sauk Prairie has always
been its people, and that will continue to guide us moving forward.

Looking forward, we find ourselves in a meaningful period of growth and evolution. With that
comes the opportunity to think and act visionary as we build on a strong foundation, to remain
relationship-oriented by strengthening the connections that define our community, to uphold
a high-quality experience in everything the Chamber delivers, and to ensure our efforts are
equitable and inclusive of all who call Sauk Prairie home. The strength of Sauk Prairie has
always been its people, and that will continue to guide us forward. As we look ahead to the
coming months, I encourage you to stay engaged, attend an event, connect with a fellow
member, support our great local businesses, and find a way to get involved It is through these
small but meaningful actions that we continue to build a vibrant and resilient Sauk Prairie.

AUSTIN LINS
Sauk Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce

CHAMBER BOARD MEMBER

Sincerely,

Austin Lins
Sauk Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce Board Member



CREATIVECREATIVECREATIVE CORNERCORNERCORNER
You don’t need expensive equipment.
You don’t need editing experience.
You don’t need to be “comfortable on camera.”
If you have a smartphone and Canva, you’re ready.
Here’s how to create clean, professional videos — the simple way.

1.Set Yourself Up for Success (Before You Hit Record)
 Small adjustments make a big difference.

Do this first:
Wipe your lens (seriously — it changes everything).
Face natural light. Windows in front of you, not behind you.
Avoid overhead lighting that casts harsh shadows.
Keep your background uncluttered.
Use a tripod or prop your phone on something steady.

Bonus tip: Use your back camera when possible — it’s higher quality
than the front-facing one.

2. Frame It Like a Pro
You don’t need to “look cinematic” — just look intentional.
Film vertical for social media.
Keep your subject centered.
Leave a little space above your head (don’t crop yourself too tight).
If showcasing a product, get closer — phones handle close-ups beautifully.
And don’t zoom in digitally.
Physically move closer instead for better clarity.

Stop Overthinking Video. Start Using Your Phone.

3. Keep It Focused and Short
Attention spans are short.

Aim for:
10–20 seconds for promotions
30–45 seconds for announcements
Under 60 seconds for most posts

Before filming, ask:
 What is the one takeaway?

Examples:
“We’re hiring.”
“Spring inventory just arrived.”
“Here’s how this works.”
“Meet our team.”
One message per video keeps
it clear and powerful.



Creative &
Content Director
Stephanie Brickl

If you need assistance with videos, Canva, design projects, or
marketing strategy, reach out to:

Stephanie Brickl
 spacc@saukprairie.com

All Chamber members receive:
3 design projects (based on project scope)
Four 1-hour marketing meetings
Take advantage of these benefits to strengthen your
marketing, save time, and better reach your audience.

4.Use Easy, Repeatable Shot Ideas
If you’re stuck, rotate these:

The Walk-Through
Film yourself entering your space.
The Process
Show packaging, prepping, building,
organizing.
The Before & After
These always perform well.
The Human Moment
 Introduce yourself. Smile. Say hello.
Connection builds trust.
Consistency beats creativity every time.

6.Always Add Captions
Most people scroll with the sound off.
Canva’s automatic captions make this easy.
Captions:
Increase watch time
Improve accessibility
Keep viewers engaged longer
It’s one of the simplest ways to improve
performance instantly.

5. Edit It in Canva (Keep It Clean)
Canva makes editing approachable — especially
for beginners.
Simple editing checklist:

Upload your clip.
Trim awkward starts and stops.
Add bold headline text (clear and readable).
Keep fonts consistent with your brand.
Add light background music (not
overpowering).
Drop in your logo at the end.
Export in 1080p.

Avoid:
Too many transitions
Flashy animations
Overcrowded text

Clean, branded, and readable always wins.

7. Progress Over Perfection
The businesses growing online aren’t waiting
until everything is perfect.
They’re posting consistently.
One video a week builds visibility.
One video a week builds familiarity.
One video a week builds trust.
And trust builds business.

Your Challenge
Record one simple video this week:
15 seconds.
One message.
Edited in Canva.
Posted.
Done is better than perfect.
 And your best marketing tool is already
in your pocket.



Start your morning with great conversation, community updates, and meaningful
connections at our next Morning Blend!

Come for the connections—stay for a delicious surprise.

Join us as we hear from local organizations making an impact, including updates from:
Community Education and Parks & Recreation – ﻿John Lehan & Marianne Rauls
SP Community Service Award – Fritz Wyttenbach, Cliff Thompson & Morgan
McArthur
Steak in the Community – Fritz Wyttenbach & Cliff Thompson

Member Spotlight Featuring presentations from:
VFW – Bud Domagata & Jim Bell
Finger Publishing – Hannah Decker & Lisa Kueter-Anderson
JC Care LLC – Jolene Breunig
Somewhere in the Middle – Angela Witczak

Connect with fellow attendees during our interactive Table Talk session—designed to
spark ideas and build relationships.

Stick around for closing updates, upcoming events, and a chance to win a Tools of
Marketing raffle basket!

May 5th
8:00 - 9:30 am
6:8 Inc.
821 Industry Rd., Sauk City

Click here to register >

https://saukprairie.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/35928


















MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

6 New Members
in April 2026

381
Total Members



JOB OPPORTUNITIES HOT DEALS

For a complete listing visit - www.saukprairie.com | Want to learn how to add these call 643.4168!

The Old Schoolhouse Tavern is now hiring
motivated and reliable individuals to join
our food and beverage team! We are
currently seeking line cooks and servers
who are passionate about great food and
excellent customer service. If you enjoy
working in a fast-paced, team-oriented
environment, we’d love to hear from you.

Apply within or send your resume to
bdekeyser@ostavern.com

Make Your Next Event COOL with 
Kona Ice of Monona!

Looking for a fun, unique, and easy way to elevate
your next event or fundraiser? Kona Ice of Monona
brings refreshing treats that guests of all ages love—
while also giving back to your organization!

Perfect for fundraisers, graduation parties, birthday
celebrations, school field days, sports tournaments,
and community events, Kona Ice adds a memorable
(and delicious!) experience to any gathering.

Even better, a portion of proceeds from fundraising
events goes directly back to your nonprofit or
organization—making it a simple and enjoyable way
to raise funds.

Locally connected and community-focused, Kona Ice
owner Toni Baker has strong roots in Sauk Prairie and
is passionate about supporting local organizations.

Book Kona Ice for your next event and make it both
fun and impactful!

📧 Contact Toni Baker at: tbaker@kona-ice.com
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Executive
Director

Tywana German

Membership &
Operations Director

Sue Banta

Creative &
Content Director
Stephanie Brickl

Executive Committee:

President:
Daryl Matzke - 644.2213
    Ramaker & Associates

President Elect:
Jeff Wright - 643.5980
    Sauk Prairie School District

Vice President:
Amy Basken - 561.8468
    6:8 Inc.

Treasurer:
Pam Wipperfurth - 643.2265
    Lake Ridge Bank

Past President:
Rocco Sylvester - 422.8704
   Wisconsin Army National 
   Guard

Directors:

Amanda Haselwander - 393.5211
    C2 Juicery & Eats

Angela O’Connell - 960.8096
    Flaxen Fleece

Anthony Dix - 643.7172
    Sauk Prairie Healthcare

Austin Lins - 581.3096
    MBE Wealth

Casey Koenig - 643.3393
    Bank of Prairie du Sac

Cydney Kruchten - 643.1648
    Milwaukee Valve

John Brennan - 469.8786
    John Joseph Coffee

Julia Dellaria-Terrill
    Sauk Prairie Dollars
    for Scholars

Nettie Stenberg - 644.2146
    Culver Franchising
    System, Inc.

Sommer Von Behren - 643.8511
    First Weber Real 
    Estate Services

Just a reminder:

Chamber Committees meet
at the Chamber office

Board of Directors
meet the third Wednesday of
the month at 8:00 am

Ambassadors
meet the second Wednesday
of the month at 8:00 am

Promotions Committee
meet the first Wednesday of
the month at 8:00 am

Economic Development
meet the second Friday of
the month at 8:00 am
(at the Village of Prairie du Sac)
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