Chamber Perspective: A Business View on the School Sales Tax Referendum

This fall, Newport News voters will have an important decision to make: whether to approve a
1% local sales tax dedicated to renovating aging schools and building new ones.

As a Chamber, we don't look at issues like this through a political lens. We look at them through
an economic one.

Businesses need a strong workforce, and strong communities depend on strong schools. The
quality of our public schools plays a role in attracting employers, retaining talented workers, and
preparing the next generation for good-paying jobs. Modern school facilities are an investment in
the future of our community and our economy.

At the same time, businesses also expect accountability. Before asking taxpayers to contribute
more, there should be a clear plan for how the money will be be spent, regular public reporting
on progress, and confidence that the funds will be used efficiently and only for their intended

purpose.

Whether you support or oppose this referendum, we encourage you to take the time to
understand what is being proposed and the impact it could have on our community. Good
schools and a strong economy go hand in hand, and thoughtful, informed decisions are essential
to achieving both.
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