CNU's New SERC Adds Another Piece to the Peninsula's
Innovation Ecosystem

Another important piece of the Virginia Peninsula's growing technology and advanced-
manufacturing ecosystem is now open at Christopher Newport University.

CNU's new 83,000-square-foot Science and Engineering Research Center (SERC) opened in
January, bringing state-of-the-art laboratories, research and teaching spaces to programs
including engineering, computer science, cybersecurity, mathematics, neuroscience and
kinesiology.

But SERC is about more than educating students. It is designed to connect students, faculty and
industry and help move ideas from the classroom and laboratory toward real-world applications.

Among its most impressive features is a two-story Robotics and Autonomous Systems Lab,
where students can develop and test drones and other robotic systems. The facility also includes
a cybersecurity networking lab, faculty-student research labs, a capstone project lab and a
makerspace equipped with 3D printers and computer-controlled manufacturing equipment.

That makerspace may be particularly important to the region's economic-development story. It
gives students and faculty the ability to move from theory to prototype, gaining experience with
the same kinds of modern manufacturing technologies increasingly used by the Peninsula's
advanced manufacturers.

SERC also comes at an important time for CNU. The university has launched one of Virginia's
first undergraduate artificial-intelligence majors and is expanding its School of Engineering and
Computing.

For a region increasingly defined by aerospace, defense, advanced manufacturing, robotics and
emerging technologies, SERC represents more than a new academic facility.

It is another bridge connecting the Peninsula's talent, technology and industry—and
another reason to believe that some very interesting things are being built here.
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