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By Zippy Duvall,
President of the
American Farm
Bureau
Federaঞon
  As we ap-  As we ap-
proach Mental 
Health Aware-
ness Month

  Maryland Farm Bureau is thrilled to welcome its newest addiধon 
to the team, Mickinzi Ferguson as an Operaধons Coordinator.
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MDFB New Hire: Mickinzi Ferguson 
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Becky Yost Wins 2026 Golden Owl Award, Maryland’s Ag
Educator of the Year
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Yost gives a hug to Maryland FFA Execuধve Director Terrie Shank ađer her win.

Yost accepts her award from former
student and FFA VP, Connor Clary.
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MDA Launches Grants to Boost Urban Ag & Community Gardens
  The program invites grant applica-
ধons from individual growers, organized 
for-profit agricultural businesses and 
non-profit organizaধons during the 
annual open enrollment period, which 
runs from June 15 through July 24, 2026. 
Please note that the maximum funding 
per applicaধon is $10,000. To ensure im-
mediate cash flow for growers, grants will 
be paid using a ধered payment schedule 
without the need for reimbursement.

  To qualify for these grants, applicants 
must produce a farm product that gener-
ates at least $1,000 in sales or donaধons 
annually. All grant recipients are required 
to comply with local, state and federal 
regulaধons, and obtain any necessary 
permits for their projects. Eligibility for 
this grant is limited to operaধons locat-
ed in urban areas as defined by the 
United States Census Bureau.
  Contact bill.tharpe@maryland.gov for 
more info.
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American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall Visits Linden Hall
Farm in Hagerstown

AFBF President Zippy Duvall takes a selfie with Nicole Forsythe and her show cow.

(L to R): American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall,
Maryland Farm Bureau President Jamie Raley, and

Washington County Farm Bureau President Brian Forsythe.
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  The declaraধon follows a data-driven advocacy campaign 
spearheaded by MDFB. In the immediate ađermath of the 
freeze, MDFB launched an internal statewide damage survey. 
The findings showed that nearly 90 impacted growers report-
ed an average esধmated producধon loss of 67.5 percent 
across frost-damaged crops, with many operaধons in heavily 
hit counধes reporধng near-total losses of 90 percent or 
higher.higher.
  Supported by this data, MDFB sent a formal peধধon on 
May 14th to USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins, requesধng an ex-
pedited declaraধon. This leħer was followed by similar re-
quests from Governor Wes Moore and Maryland’s Congressio-
nal Delegaধon. MDFB subsequently supported the State of 
Maryland’s May 24 direcধves to assist growers, which includ-
ed criধcal relief like waiving the producধon minimum require-
ments for Class 4 Limited Wineries. 
  “We are grateful to Secretary Rollins and our federal part-
ners at the USDA for their swiđ, collaboraধve response,” said 
Governor Wes Moore in response to the disaster declaraধon. 
“We thank the Maryland Farm Bureau and Maryland's Con-
gressional Delegaধon for their partnership in supporধng the 
needs of Maryland farmers and the statewide effort that 
helped secure this criধcal USDA designaধon.”
  "This federal designaধon provides an important safety net 
to support what will be a mulধ-year recovery process," said 
Maryland Secretary of Agriculture Kevin Aষcks. "Moving for-
ward, the state will conধnue to work side-by-side with federal 
agencies and our congressional delegaধon to deploy every 
tool at our disposal to navigate this environmental volaধlity 
and preserve marketplace stability."
  Throughout the crisis, MDFB served as the primary mega-
phone for affected producers, keeping the agricultural commu-
nity's struggles in the public eye. On April 30th, President 
Raley released a video message urging all affected producers 
to officially report their losses to their local FSA offices. MDFB 
leadership and staff took those stories directly to the airwaves 
with interviews to WUSA, WMAL, WTOP, and more.
  FSA emergency loans are now available to eligible farmers 
in the designated counধes, including Balধmore, Caroline, Car-
roll, Cecil, Dorchester, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery, 
Queen Anne’s, Somerset, Washington, and Wicomico Coun-
ধes. Conধguous counধes included in the disaster declaraধon 
also include Allegany, Anne Arundel, Harford, Kent, Prince 
George’s, Talbot, Worcester, and Balধmore City. 
  In late June, the USDA issued a similar disaster declaraধon 
in many Virginia counধes. This declaraধon makes a handful of 
Maryland coun eligible for disaster assistance as conধguous 
counধes, including the previously undeclared Charles County. 
Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to 
begin the applicaধon process.

Frost Damage (Cont’d from Page 1)
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South Mountain Creamery in Middletown | #MemberSpotlight
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Md. Farm Bureau Launches New Legal Services Benefit for Members



The horticultural industry (wholesale or
retail plants) is the second largest
agricultural commodity in Maryland.

Md. Farm Bureau, The Old Line Farmer | July/Aug 2026 11

Maryland Ag Fun Fact:
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The “Wi-Fi Guy” Gets Farmers Connected

Mary Lou speaks to the press
outside her poultry houses.
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Horizon Farm Credit: Applicaধons Now Open for Inaugural
Young, Beginning, and Small Farmer Grant Program
 

MDFB’s Women’s Leadership Program Pack “Fuel A Farmer” Bags
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ALL Produce & Greenhouse in Oakland | #MemberSpotlight
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Traveling this summer?
Save money with exclusive Farm Bureau member benefits!

“I was traveling with the horses. When I
was traveling, I took advantage of the
hotel discounts and fuel discounts, and
that really helped keep me on the road.”

Jessie Flores Johnston
Rusted Star Ranch, Worcester County
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The Zipline: Celebraধng 250 Years of American Agriculture
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Farm Labor Bill Answers Agriculture’s Call for Reform
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Naধonwide: Founded by farmers, for farmers
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Subscribe on
Apple Podcasts

Subscribe on
Spoধfy

Maryland
Farm Bureau’s
Podcast

Attending the Maryland State Fair?
Get a scoop at Maryland Farm Bureau’s

Dairy Bar!
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Calendar/Upcoming Events:

Visit marylandö.org for event updates, registraধon, and new events!


