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Ann Smith v. Methodist Hospital of Chicago
Rebuttals to Defense Expert Disclosures
Prepared by Mary Meyers RN, BSN
Date: 12/3/2021

1. Ms. Ann Smith presented to Methodist Hospital of Chicago on 11/20/2019. Her skin was intact upon admission to the Operating Room. Following her operation, Ms. Smith was admitted to the nursing unit where Nurse Brittany Brown documented a skin tear on her right lower buttock at 1641. This was not communicated to a physician, which falls below the standard of care. At 1910, nurse Cathy Williams documented that Ms. Smith’s skin integrity was intact. It is not possible for a skin tear to heal within 2 ½ hours. This indicates a lack of accurate assessment which falls below the standard of care. Alteration in skin integrity was not added to the nursing care plan, which falls below the standard of care. 
2.  Defense counsel’s expert, Darlene Cross, is a certified Wound Ostomy Continence nurse (CWOCN). She is expected to testify that wounds only have to be described weekly. That might be true in her role as a wound care nurse; however, staff nurses are required to document on wounds on at least a daily basis, if not more frequently, depending on how often the wound dressing needs to be changed. If the dressing is not taken down per orders, the staff nurse is still required to assess and document the status of the dressing and the type of dressing in place. That is done on a once per shift basis. 
3. Nurse Darlene Cross is expected to testify that it is “normal” for nurses to describe “the same wound in the same place with slightly different assessments.” It’s not clear what Nurse Darlene Cross means by “slightly different;” however, on the same date, Ms. Smith’s right lower buttock wound was described as: 
a. A rash 
b. A pressure ulcer 
c. An abrasion 
d. A skin tear 
These four terms have different meanings/definitions. It is not acceptable that a staff nurse uses these terms interchangeably. To do so “clouds” the medical record and makes it impossible to know the status of Ms. Smith’s wound.
4. Nurse Darlene Cross is expected to testify that “despite the best nursing and medical care…” it was not unexpected that Ms. Smith developed further skin breakdown. While it’s true that Ms. Smith was quite compromised, the medical record does not support the provision of the “best nursing care.” 
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