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LNC NAME, CREDENTIALS                                                                                                     
COMPANY NAME, LLC
Address

Phone: xxx-xxx-xxxx
Fax: xxx-xxx-xxxx
Email Address: xxxxxxx@xxx
Name, Licensed in _____	


					             
						 

(Date)


(Attorney Name)  
Defense Law Firm, LLP
Address


Re: Claimant v. (Restaurant)

Dear     :

(Claimant) is a XX years-old registered nurse who attributes salmonella food poisoning to the horseradish sauce served during dinner at (Restaurant) in (City, State) on (date).  

She further claims endocarditis or inflammation of the heart lining or heart valves arose directly from the salmonella poisoning.  

Salmonella poisoning did occur, but no data links this to ______ of this date, and no data supports a claim of endocarditis arising from salmonella.

Source and Course of Salmonellosis

· Salmonellosis is a bacterial infection that manifests in humans in two ways: 

· Enteritidis (diarrhea, fever, nausea and vomiting) is the most common presentation, also known as food poisoning. 

· The second form is more severe and involves septicemia, or infection in the bloodstream and any internal organ, also commonly called Typhoid Fever.  This is a rare complication only seen in infants and immunocompromised individuals.   

(Authoritative texts) describe the same presentation of salmonella food poisoning. The symptoms arise 12-72 hours after exposure to the toxin, last 4-7 days, and remit spontaneously with or without antibiotics.  Antibiotics often lengthen the time it takes diarrhea to subside, killing normal and needed intestinal flora.  



Salmonella Course for Claimant

· (Claimant) claims her symptoms arose just two (2) hours after dinner.

· Within the 12-72 hour window of potential for symptom onset, (Claimant) dined out five times in North and South Carolina. Thus, infection could link to any of these locations (she ingested chicken twice), in addition to her own kitchen where breakfast consisted of eggs, toast and milk. Eggs, poultry and dairy are both primary sources of salmonella.

· (Claimant) states she saw (Physician) “as soon as he opened” the next morning, (date), but in reality, did not see him until three days later, on (date).  

· A stool culture was obtained in the (Hospital) ER on (date) and antibiotics started….

Endocarditis Claim

(Claimant) claims a diagnosis of endocarditis (if associated with salmonella, would usually include clumps of bacteria on the heart valves and presence of bacteria in the blood). 

· She had a pre-existing diagnosis of mitral valve prolapse.

· The diagnostic code for endocarditis (XXXX) does not appear in the billing records of (insurance company), nor is that diagnosis stated in the dictation of (physician) or the cardiologists with whom she consulted.

· (Physician) considered endocarditis when she reported fatigue, sore throat, shortness of breath, and low-grade (at night) fever on (date).  The claimant stated her symptoms were new since the food poisoning incident. He did diagnose sinusitis…. 

Actions taken

I contacted the (Name) County Environmental Health Agency, the Department of Epidemiology for (Name) Health, the (Name) Hospital System’s microbiology laboratory, the (Name) Emerging Infection Program at the VA Medical Center,

For the period of (dates) seven cases of salmonella were reported in (Name) County. 

· No cases link to (Restaurant).
· A report of salmonella linked to (__) would have automatically triggered an immediate Food Facility Inspection Report.  
· Restaurants are inspected twice annually in (State).  This (restaurant) was inspected on (date) and (date).  
· The next inspection did not occur until (date).  




Unrelated conditions

(Claimant) also underwent mammography/biopsy in the left breast in (date) for in situ carcinoma, followed by 33 radiation treatments.   Chest CT scan of (date) revealed scarring in the lung tissue. She is a former smoker….

She has accessed healthcare with (Physician) for:
 
· Chest congestion, sore throat, sinus congestion and sinusitis
· Chest pain with normal cardiac workup
· Head laceration from the tailgate of her car
· Dog bite in (year) resulting in the euthanasia of her own dog and a series of rabies vaccinations upon her demand.  This was an indoor dog up to date on its vaccinations…..

Areas of Potential Defense Weakness

(___) health inspection ratings in (year) were ____ and ___, both occurring in the month of (xxxx).  

These reports cite various areas needing improvement, addressing food temperature regulation, general storage, and pest control.

The inspection rating was ___ in (date).  

Areas of Potential Pursuit

· Medical records of (Physician) from (date) to (date).  

· Further inspection of (insurance company) billing records prior to this incident

· Expert cardiologist to examine all heart-related medical records and formally opine on endocarditis claim…

This is a preliminary report, submitted in the interests of a timely response. Further information may change some of these findings and recommendations.


Respectfully Submitted,



Name, Credentials
Legal Nurse Consultant
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