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	Date
	Provider
	Facts
	Comments
	Location
	Charges

	
	Put the name of the facility if it’s a hospital, etc., or if it’s a doc’s office, put the name of the doc. One way to correlate is to look at the billing statements and match up provider names, because it might be Dr. Smith, but he’s with ABC Orthopedic Associates. The billing statements will clarify that.
	This is just the facts as they are stated in the record. For instance, if it’s a doc’s exam, state Subjective Complaints, Objective Findings, Plan, etc. … or whatever may be relevant. If it’s a radiology test, state exactly what the impression reads, unless it’s complex and the body of the report helps to explain it better. DO NOT put ‘editorial’ in this column – just facts from the records. Quotes from the record are sometimes helpful or noteworthy to tell the story.
	Use this column for your ‘editorial’. It could be an explanation of a term or a condition. If there are strengths or weaknesses to point out – they go here. Add notations in italics about missing or additional records needed. It could be suggestions for further research, etc. should you keep going with the case. Essentially anything can go in here that helps you and/or your client work up case strategy. If your client needs a ‘clean copy’ of the chrono for production at a hearing, or to forward to an expert to expedite their review of records, etc., you just delete this column, and click ‘save as’, and save it under another name. Then you have your ‘working copy’ and the ‘clean copy’ that doesn’t contain any opinions – just facts – so nothing discoverable.
	Binder #

Section #

Page #
	If it’s an x-ray, be sure to designate charges separately for the facility fee and for the read fee. Same with a procedure – separate facility fee from surgeon fee, from anesthesia fee, etc. Be sure to match up all the charges with the visits to help identify missing records.


Plaintiff or Defense: This form can be modified/used for any case type. For defense, listing charges helps to identify those truly related, as opposed to those unrelated or unjustified, thereby mitigating damages. Listing charges for the plaintiff client aids them in determination of demand amounts. 

You can add a summary statement at the bottom if desired. It is helpful to your client to extrapolate the missing records (identified in the body of the chronology by way of italics), and/or the charges for the purpose of an at-a-glance list. The charges are best demonstrated in an Excel spreadsheet, assuring the math is done correctly to provide sum totals for the individual providers, as well as for total medical specials on the case. 
Remember the LNC is the teacher in this role, so always spell out acronyms the first time used. Explain medical terms and conditions. Particularly with Personal Injury and Workers’ Compensation cases, be sure to explain how a medical condition actually affects a person’s functional level. It has to be related to ‘real life’ and not just a jumble of medical terms. Compare the injured party’s functional status before and after the accident. This ensures you have thoroughly researched for any pre-existing conditions posing a problem for the plaintiff. The pre-existing may relate to a causal link between the incident in question and the resulting condition. Think about mechanism of injury and correlate it to the complaints and the treatment. Remember the LNC is professionally and ethically obligated to provide both the strengths and the weaknesses of a case. 
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