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 Brief Informal Opinion Letter

Dear ___,

The following is an informal assessment of the brain damage inflicted upon (“Baby ___”).   Your main concern was to know the odds of (Baby ___) living to age 18.  For this type of brain injury, there is no definitive evidence supporting mortality prior to age 18.  However, concerns will always exist about co-existing diseases and mortality. Lung disease is probably this child’s most pressing threat.  

Barring a catastrophic event, his neurological deficits are not immediately life threatening, his mother is a nurse and there is a strong parental and grandmother support.
Financial requirements will be constant for:

1. Occupational, physical and speech therapy 
2. Wheelchair 
3. Splinting for extremities 
4. Catheterization needs
5. Tube feeding accessories 
6. Skilled nanny care if the mother returns to work 
7. Possible emergency room visits and hospitalization for lung infections, etc.  
8. Bed, bath and vehicle modification needs that change as he grows
9. Cognitive therapy needs that would increase any neurological improvement
10. Family's desire to seek alternative therapies and the cost or location of this is unknown
Records do not extend beyond (Date). In the 18 months since his accident, Jacob has not gained weight although he has grown several inches. His energy requirements may exceed his calories received from tube feedings. Although he is bedridden, he expends much energy with spastic quadriplegia and tonic-clonic seizure activity.  
 

A real risk is ancillary facilities or individuals offering unnecessary or non-beneficial care who approach the family, but this is beyond our control.
(Date) to ___ via email.
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