
DAF Introduction



DAFs: A Tax-Advantaged Account for Giving

DAF : Philanthropy 

401(k) : Retirement

HSA : Healthcare Expenses 

Invested account, tax benefits

Restricted Use 

Irrevocable

Contributions
Grant

Tax deduction

Donors DAFs Nonprofits

Comparisons Key Features



Streamlined Accountability Tax Savings

DAF Benefits for Donors

One tax receipt

One portal to manage gifts 

No admin or overhead

Set goals

Automate contributions & grants 

Pre-commit 

Full write-off in year 1

Avoid capital gains

DAF assets grow tax-free 



The Dramatic Rise of DAFs
DAFs have become a large portion of philanthropy - and are still growing fast.
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Only DAF research on nonprofit dataCritical Gap

100M+ Transactions $12B+ Revenue

DAF donor behavior, demographics & key trends

Large Scale

Unique Insights

Case studies, peer advice & actionable 
resources throughout

Practical Use

DAF

Fundraising

Report

2025

June 2025 DAF Fundraising Report Vol 2



Key Data Findings

DAF donors are loyal supporters. 

DAFs increase individual giving DAFs have more value to small orgs now

DAFs are used at all donor levels

DAFs are the fastest growing way to give

+13pts vs. non-DAF retention. 

+100% increase from 2024 DAF giving conversion. +143% growth in the share of revenue from DAFs.

69% of DAF gifts were below $1,000.

+30% median DAF revenue growth 2024. 1
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DAFs Play a Huge Role in Nonprofit Sustainability

Source: 2025 DAF Fundraising Report

In 2024, >80% of Participants saw DAF Revenue Growth & >50% saw non-DAF revenue decline.
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Vast majority of DAF gifts are not “major” gifts
Distribution of DAF Gift Sizes
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Key Takeaway

of DAF gifts were under $1,000

69%

of DAF gifts were under $5,000

92%

of DAF gifts were above $25,000

1%

Exhibit 13: DAF giving trends across donor levels



A large portion of mid-level donors use DAFs
DAF giving penetration at each donor level,  vs. 2020 2024
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Key Takeaway

of donors making $1,000+ 
gifts use DAFs by 2024

>15%

Exhibit 14: DAF giving penetration at each donor level, 2020 vs. 2024 



DAF gift average size dwarfs non-DAF gifts

Exhibit 9: Comparing DAF and Non-DAF Average Gift Size

Comparing DAF & Non-DAF average gift size, by year

Key Takeaway

larger DAF gifts

26x 

larger when excluding $25K+ gifts

18x



DAF donors have much higher retention rates 

Exhibit 12: Comparing annual retention rates between DAF and non-DAF donors. 

Comparing DAF & non-DAF donor retention rates, by year

Key Takeaway

higher retention rates for 
DAF donors 

+13 pts

of DAF donors give 2+ gifts/year.

20%

DAF donor retention rates 

Non-DAF donor retention rates 



Case Study: 

Direct Mail Appeal for 2024 Capital Campaign

Integrated DAF CTAs, messaging & technology

91 Total Gifts

$527,242 Raised

8-50x Upgrades

11/23 DAF gifts last 
gave $100-600

25% in DAFpay

6/23 DAF gifts via DAF 
payment option

25% DAF Gifts

23/91 Responses



Case Study:                               

Prominent DAFPay Tile on website

Direct Mail Reply Device

P.S. on Solicitation Emails

Expanded Digital and Print Marketing 



2026 DAF Fundraising Report
Join the movement!

Part of an industry-leading 
initiative reviewed by every 
major DAF provider 



Understand your 
performance relative to the 
only industry benchmarks 



Free expert evaluation of 
your data & performance 

Have 5 years of DAF giving 
data (2021 - 2025)



Follow our guidance - start 
cleaning today!



Recommended: >$500k 
contributions & >$100k in 
DAF giving in 2025

Oct 30, 12:00 PM

Benefits Who should join Mandatory 2026 Kick Off


