
Stop the Drop

AGC of Colorado “Stop the Drop” task force
An Alliance between the Denver and Englewood OSHA offices 
and “Stop the Drop” task force



Stop the Drop Task Force



Special Thanks
Stop the Drop Task Force 

• Calvin Ludwig, 4 Blades Digital, www.4bladesdigital.com
• Adam Hardin, Ergodyne, https://www.ergodyne.com/dropped-objects/tool-

lanyards
• Jackson VanWinkle, Milwaukee Tool, 

https://www.milwaukeetool.com/Products/Safety-Solutions/Tool-Lanyards
• Mark Malezija, OES/ Falltech, https://www.falltech.com/fall-protection-

products/tool-tethering/tool-tethers/
• Matt Schmidt, Shur Sales, 3M https://www.3m.com/3M/en_US/p/c/ppe/fall-

protection/tool/b/dbi-sala/i/safety/personal-safety/
• Bill Moore, Petzl, https://www.petzl.com/INT/en/Professional/Packs-and-

accessories/TOOLEASH
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• First full week of October
• October 7-10th, 2024 
• Banners
• Stickers
• Website

• Toolbox Talks (English/ Spanish)
• Video
• Educational material

Campaign Information
Stop the Drop



Website
Stop the Drop



Objective
Stop the Drop

To bring awareness of the 2nd

leading cause of fatalities in 
construction industry (Struck By)

Inform the construction workforce 
that largest percentage of struck by 
fatalities are due to dropped objects 

Provide education to ensure struck 
by hazards are identified and 
effectively controlled



The 4 Principles
Stop the Drop

Tool Tethering

Barricading

Material Securement

Safe Cargo



Impact
Stop the Drop

Struck by hazards has been one of the 
OSHA Fatal Four since 1994

52,000 “Struck-by Falling Object” OSHA 
recordable injuries annually. BLS, 2022
238 fatalities. BLS, 2022

7 fatalities in Colorado from 2015-
present



Kick-Off
Stop the Drop

• Tool tethering
• Barricading
• Material Management
• Safe Cargo



Tool Tethering
Stop the Drop

1 pound tape measure, dislodged from 
worker’s belt

Fell from 50th floor, struck a piece of 
construction equipment (10-15 feet above 
ground) then ricocheted 

Struck/ killed a 58-year-old, Gary Anderson, 
drywall delivery driver, when it struck him in the 
head

Delivery driver was not wearing a hardhat



Tool Tethering
Stop the Drop



Tool Tethering
Stop the Drop

• What needs secured?
• How are you going to secure 

it?
• What are you going to attach 

it to?
• If tool < 5lbs = can be 

secured to the body
• If tool > 5lbs = anchor to a 

rated structure



Video
Stop the Drop



Barricading
Stop the Drop

• Guardrail system
• Opening protection
• Overhead protection
• Fencing
• Barricade-Danger Tape
• Debris netting
• Spotters



Material Securement
Stop the Drop

• Comply with OSHA standards
• Avoid storing by floor and wall 

openings
• Stable and secured
• Secured from wind uplift



Material Securement



Safe Cargo
Stop the Drop

• Only qualified riggers for 
hoisting with cranes

• Equipment lifted per 
manufacturer

• Protect rigging from sharp 
edges

• Control back side of trailer 
being offloaded 



Safe Cargo – Loading / Unloading



Best Practices
Stop the Drop

• Housekeeping & Material 
Management

• Tool & Equipment Use
• Barricading
• Safe Cargo



• Stand downs/ Toolbox Talks
• Sharing stories of dropped objects
• “Smashing Pumpkins” 
• Increase observations/ audits
• Increase conversations about 

prevention dropped objects
• Safety moments about dropped 

objects
• Recognize the good! 

The Ask
Stop the Drop



• AGC of Colorado “Stop the Drop” 
task force website 
https://www.agccolorado.org/stop
-the-drop

• OSHA Construction eTool 
https://www.osha.gov/etools/cons
truction/struck-by

Other Resources
Stop the Drop

https://www.agccolorado.org/stop-the-drop
https://www.agccolorado.org/stop-the-drop
https://www.osha.gov/etools/construction/struck-by
https://www.osha.gov/etools/construction/struck-by


Other Resources
Stop the Drop

Name Company Email Phone #

Adam Hardin Ergodyne Adam.hardin@ergodyne.com 317.750.5689

Jackson VanWinkle Milwaukee Jackson.vanwinkle@milwaukeetool.com 682.666.8104

Marc Malezija OES/Falltech marc@theoesgroup.com 303.726.9989

Matt Schmidt ShurSales/3M mschmidt@shur-sales.com 720.291.9161

Bill Moor Petzl bmoor@elevationpro.net 205.613.3586



Stop the Drop

Through the Alliance between OSHA’s Englewood and Denver Offices and the Stop-The-Drop Taskforce, this presentation 
was developed for informational purposes only. It does not necessarily reflect the official views of OSHA or the U.S. 
Department of Labor. October 2024.

Questions?
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