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1. What is Neighborhood Court? 
Neighborhood Court is an alternative to the traditional Criminal Justice system. Instead of prosecuting the case in Criminal Court at 850 Bryant, the District Attorney’s Office refers appropriate low level misdemeanor cases to Neighborhood Court. At Neighborhood Court, panelists—qualified residents who live and work in the community where the incident occurred—hear the case. Hearings are held at various community locations throughout the City, not at 850 Bryant. The Panel uses restorative justice to problem‐solve and address harm caused to the victim and community by the incident. All Neighborhood Court hearings are voluntary and confidential. 

2. How do cases get referred to Neighborhood Court? 
If a misdemeanor case is appropriate for Neighborhood Court, the District Attorney’s Office will send a letter to the person cited. If the person declines to participate, or would like to dispute the incident in question, or there is no contact, the case will proceed to the criminal court system at 850 Bryant. 

3. What happens at Neighborhood Court? 
A panel of 3 to 4 residents meets with the participant to discuss the incident. After a deliberation period the panel may issue one or more “directives,” or actions that repair the harm caused by the incident. Directives can include, but are not limited to: community service, restitution, a letter of apology, research project, or a counseling program. 

4. Can I participate in the hearing?
You may participate in the Neighborhood Court process by speaking to the panelists at the hearing. The participant will not be in the hearing room when you speak to the panel. If you want to participate without attending, you can submit a letter in advance, which will be read to the panelists. If you are seeking restitution for financial harm please bring documentation verifying your loss to the hearing or submit it by mail to: Pre Trial Diversion, 115 10th Street, SF, CA, 94103. 
5. How will I be compensated for my damages? 
If you suffered damages resulting from the incident, the panel may issue a directive to the participant that includes instructions to pay for your losses. Compensation from the participant for your losses is a top priority; however, the directive is NOT a guarantee of partial or full payment. Please be aware that the panel will formulate a directive that they have determined will best repair the harm caused by the incident, which may or may not include victim restitution.
You also may seek to recover your losses through the Small Claims Court. For further information, contact: http://www.sfsuperiorcourt.org/divisions/small-claims. 
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