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Scott Harper – the case

• Sudden death, age 39 – acute type A dissection
• Tall (6’6”), athletic (college baseball, rugby)
• Prodromal Sx over ~6 mo (weakness, listlessness, 

chest tightness)
• Multiple physician visits; ER, clinic, specialist
• Grandfather died in 60s of acute type A dissection
• An avoidable miss



Scott Harper – the man

• Athlete
• Teacher
• Entrepreneur
• Husband
• Father
• Protector
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Impact

• Family
• Friends
• Community



Session Purpose

• Provider education
• Research

• Diagnosis
• Treatment
• Recovery (physical and mental)

• Dissemination / implementation
• “We aren’t doing this as a memorial, we are doing 

what Scott would have done; carrying on his work”


