Orthopedic Examination for the General Practitioner
Brian Martin DVM, MS, ACVS-SA

Learning Objectives:
1. Rehearse the essential elements of orthopedic examination in small animals. 
2. Have a good understanding of the purpose of an orthopedic examination.
3. Understand the primary differentials of forelimb lameness in immature and mature patients.
4. Understand the primary differentials of pelvic limb lameness in immature and mature patients. 
5. Discuss the limitations of an orthopedic examination and the subsequent recommendations to gain a diagnosis.
Orthopedic examinations are a foundational skill in veterinary practice, yet they are often underutilized or performed inconsistently. This session will revisit the essential principles of orthopedic evaluation, reinforcing the techniques and thought processes many practitioners learned during their training. Participants will be guided through a systematic approach to the orthopedic exam, emphasizing the "why" behind each step—whether it’s to localize a source of pain, differentiate between orthopedic and neurologic causes of lameness, or decide when further diagnostics are warranted. By reviewing core principles and encouraging deliberate, thoughtful assessments, attendees will gain greater confidence in their ability to evaluate musculoskeletal complaints in clinical settings.
A key component of the seminar will focus on differentiating causes of lameness in both immature and mature patients. Common differentials affecting the forelimb and pelvic limb will be reviewed in the context of age and development, highlighting how clinical presentation and diagnostic approach can vary. Additionally, the discussion will address the limitations of the orthopedic exam—what it can and cannot definitively diagnose—and how to recognize when additional imaging or referral is indicated. By the end of the session, general practitioners will be better equipped to perform thorough and meaningful orthopedic evaluations, improving diagnostic accuracy and patient outcomes.




Cranial Cruciate Ligament Disease
Brian Martin DVM, MS, ACVS-SA

Learning objectives:
1. Rehearse the most frequent surgical orthopedic issue in veterinary medicine.
2. Understand that common procedures should not be interpreted as routine or easy. 
3. Recognize when to refer for cranial cruciate ligament disease.
4. Discuss common questions generated by general practitioners and specialists about cranial cruciate ligament disease.

Cranial Cruciate ligament (CCL) disease remains the most frequent surgical orthopedic condition encountered in small animal practice. This session will provide an opportunity to revisit and reinforce fundamental knowledge surrounding pathophysiology, diagnosis, and management of CCL disease. While many general practitioners are familiar with the condition, this seminar emphasizes that familiarity should not lead to complacency. Even common procedures such as lateral suture stabilization or TPLO carry complexity and risk, and their success depends heavily on appropriate case selection, surgical technique, and post-operative management.
Beyond technique, a critical focus of the discussion will center around clinical decision-making—specifically, when to treat in-house and when to refer. By exploring real-world scenarios and addressing frequently asked questions from both generalists and specialists, attendees will gain practical insights into the nuances of CCL disease management. The session aims to foster a deeper understanding of the condition and encourage thoughtful dialogue about the challenges and responsibilities involved in treating it. General practitioners will leave better equipped to navigate CCL cases with greater confidence and clarity, recognizing both their capabilities and their limits.
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