Reproductive Surgery of the Dog and Cat
Rebecca Ball, DVM, MS, DACVS-SA

Learning Objectives:

At the end of this lecture, the listener will be able to

1. Evaluate current literature and guidelines regarding the optimal timing of routine spay and neuter procedures.  Apply this knowledge to individual patient care balancing individual patient needs with long-term health outcomes.
2. Identify criteria of dystocia and formulate an anesthetic, surgical and postoperative plan for a dog or cat experiencing dystocia.  
3. Identify the  clinical and clinicopathologic criteria of pyometra as well as its surgical management.
4. Identify and manage the common complications associated with both routine and emergent surgeries of the reproductive tract with an emphasis on prevention strategies.


Reproductive surgeries are among the most common surgical procedures performed by the general practitioner.  While these procedures are common, they are far from easy and often challenging.  Attendees will critically evaluate current literature and guidelines surrounding the optimal timing of elective spay and neuter procedures and learn to apply this information in the context of individual patient care, weighing factors such as breed, age, behavior, and long-term health risks. A thorough exploration of dystocia will be provided, with a focus on identifying clinical criteria and formulating comprehensive anesthetic, surgical, and postoperative management plans tailored to canine and feline patients in critical reproductive distress.  Participants will also gain the ability to recognize and interpret the clinical and clinicopathologic signs of pyometra and develop an effective surgical treatment approach, including preoperative stabilization and postoperative care. 

In addition, the lecture will highlight common complications associated with both elective and emergency reproductive surgeries—such as hemorrhage, infection, dehiscence, and anesthetic challenges—while emphasizing strategies for prevention, early detection, and management to optimize patient outcomes and minimize morbidity. 
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