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Learning Objectives:

At the end of this lecture, the listener will be able to
1. Develop a systematic approach to the diagnosis and surgical management of common gastrointestinal emergencies in dogs and cats, including intestinal and gastric foreign body obstruction, and intestinal tumors.
2. Refine surgical techniques for enterotomy, gastrotomy, intestinal resection and anastomosis, and learn strategies to minimize complications such as dehiscence and peritonitis.
3. Identify appropriate perioperative management protocols, including fluid therapy, analgesia, and nutritional support, to improve patient outcomes in GI surgical cases.
4. Recognize and manage common postoperative complications of gastrointestinal 
This continuing education lecture is designed to enhance the clinical and surgical proficiency of practicing veterinarians in the management of gastrointestinal (GI) emergencies in dogs and cats. Participants will develop a systematic approach to diagnosing and surgically managing common GI conditions, including gastric and intestinal foreign body obstructions and intestinal neoplasia. Emphasis will be placed on integrating diagnostic imaging, laboratory data, and clinical presentation to guide timely surgical intervention and improve patient outcomes.
The lecture will also provide a detailed review of key surgical techniques such as gastrotomy, enterotomy, and intestinal resection and anastomosis, with a focus on best practices to reduce the risk of complications such as dehiscence, leakage, and peritonitis. Attendees will review evidence-based perioperative management protocols, including fluid therapy, analgesic plans, and nutritional strategies to support GI healing. Finally, the session will equip veterinarians with the skills to recognize and manage common postoperative complications through early detection and intervention, improving recovery and minimizing morbidity.
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