Executive Director of Legislative Affairs and Strategic Partnerships:

Valerie J. Grussing, PhD

As Executive Director of NATHPO, Valerie is committed to protecting Native places through
support, guidance, advocacy, and strengthening partnerships among Tribal Historic Preservation
Officers. She enjoys group projects and creating collaborative solutionsfocused programming. She
is passionate about advocating for and elevating Native interests and voices in revitalizing Native
cultures and reclaiming places. Valerie is honored to be part of an ongoing paradigm shift of
decolonization grounded in sovereignty, self-determination, reconciliation, and healing.

Valerie holds a BA in History from North Carolina State University, an MA in Anthropology from
the University of lowa, and a PhD in Coastal Resources Management from East Carolina University.
Based in Silver Spring, MD, she enjoys making jewelry, chalk art, and calligraphy, and spending
time with her husband, young son, and daughter.



