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The Fellowship Factor

Take it outside the hall

The Grange hall is an important gathering place, but 
fellowship does not have to stay inside it.

Sometimes relationships grow differently when we leave the 
meeting room behind.

Go to a minor-league baseball game. Meet at the county fair. 
Attend community theater, visit a museum, go bowling, walk 
through Christmas lights, or meet for breakfast. Try a farmers’ 
market, hiking trail, concert, festival, or picnic. The activity itself 
matters less than creating another opportunity for members to 
spend time together.

These outings can be especially helpful for newer members 
who are still finding their place in the Grange. A business 
meeting comes with officers, procedure, reports, and people who 
already know how everything works. Sitting beside someone at 
a baseball game is different. So is spending an a�ernoon walking 
through the fair.

You learn things about people, like Margaret keeping score 
at every baseball game, John knowing an astonishing amount 
about antique tractors, and the new member who hardly speaks 
during meetings becoming very animated when someone 
mentions local history.

Those little discoveries are how acquaintances begin 
becoming friends.

Don’t assume every outing needs to involve the entire 
membership. Five Grangers going to breakfast counts. So do 
four members meeting at a concert and eight families gathering 
at the fair.

Also, don’t overlook opportunities already happening in your 
community. Instead of creating another event that someone 
must plan, find something on the calendar and say, “Who wants 
to go or will be at…?”

Whenever possible, make the invitation personal. Someone 
who ignores a newsletter announcement may happily accept 
when another member says, “We’re going to the play Saturday. 
Why don’t you come with us?”

Fellowship depends partly on having places to gather, but 
sometimes strengthening fellowship means realizing the Grange 
can gather almost anywhere.

Start an Outings List
Ask members to suggest one local thing they would enjoy 

doing with other Grangers. Keep the list and choose several 
throughout the year. The suggestions themselves will also tell 
you something about your members’ interests. 

You can also keep a shared calendar that includes local 
events and allow others to note where they will be if they would 
welcome company.

by Amanda Brozana
National Grange Membership & Leadership Development Director

Opinion: The Grange - Non-Partisan and 
Proud of it

It’s election season, and the signs are everywhere… literally.
In front yards, roadsides, and even in your own mailbox, bold 

and colorful imagery announces your opportunity to select 
who will represent you and your neighbors in various levels of 
government. This November, Pennsylvanians will take to the 
polls to select mayors, local officials, state legislators, and other 
public servants, including the Governor.

Many of us have noticed during our lifetimes that politics, 
for better or worse, has become a more prominent aspect of 
our lives. Sadly, we have watched as traditional civil discourse 
devolved into shouting matches and personal attacks. In our 
personal lives, many of us have seen friendships strained by the 
political divide, or now find that an uneasy tension underlies 
family holiday gatherings. The situation is exacerbated by the 
almost relentless hammering of social media and perceived 
slanted news coverage. For me, in this time of division, the non-
partisan nature of the Grange has been a welcome respite.

Since its establishment more than 150 years ago, one of 
the Grange’s defining principles has been its commitment 
to non-partisanship. Adopted in 1874, the National Grange’s 

Declaration of Purposes outlines the Order’s function within our 
society. Among them, it states the Grange will not call political 
conventions, nor endorse candidates for public office. Rather, 
the Grange will “seek the greatest good to the greatest number.”

But we must also remember that in the following paragraph it 
states that “no one, by becoming a Patron of Husbandry, gives up 
that inalienable right and duty that belongs to every American 
citizen, to take a proper interest in the politics of their country.”

So how do these two critical points align? I would offer that 
it is somewhat similar to the sentiment of being “in the world, 
yet not of it”. Though the Grange does not endorse candidates, 
it desires a well-informed electorate. In fact, as rural community 
hubs, Grange Halls o�en serve as polling places or locations to 
host a candidates’ forum. During our Grange meetings, respectful 
dialogue among fraternal members is not only expected; it is 
required.

Rather than aligning itself with a specific political party or 
ideology, the Grange has focused on advocating for policies that 
benefit agriculture, rural communities, and the public regardless 
of which party supports them.

While other groups may extoll their financial contributions 
to elected officials, with possible unspoken expectations 
attached, our non-
partisan nature 

submitted by Matt Espenshade
President, Pennsylvania State Grange
Originally published in the Pennsylvania Grange News
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has allowed the Grange to work with elected officials from all 
political backgrounds. The respect and admiration given to 
the Grange was garnered not by a checkbook, but instead by 
our longstanding history of working for the betterment of our 
friends and neighbors.

Instead of endorsing political candidates or promoting party 
platforms, this organization evaluates issues based on how they 
affect farmers and rural families. This approach has enabled the 
Grange to remain focused on its mission rather than becoming 
divided by party politics. Members with different backgrounds 
and political beliefs can work together because they share 
common interests in strengthening agriculture, improving rural 
life, and supporting local communities.

Throughout its history, the Grange has influenced important 
public policies without becoming mere political party apparatus. 
As you know, during the late nineteenth century, Grange members 
campaigned for fair railroad rates, reasonable grain storage fees, 
and protections against unfair business practices that harmed 
farmers. These efforts led to the passage of “Granger Laws” in 

several states, which regulated railroad and warehouse charges. 
Although these reforms certainly had political consequences 
and ramifications, the Grange itself remained dedicated to 
advocating for issues rather than promoting partisan agendas.

Instead of shying away, the Grange encourages civic 
participation, leadership development, and public discussion of 
community concerns. By providing educational programs and 
forums for respectful debate, the Grange helps members better 
understand public policy while maintaining an atmosphere that 
welcomes people with diverse viewpoints. This commitment 
reflects our steadfast belief that informed citizens can work 
together to solve problems without allowing political divisions to 
overshadow shared goals.

The Grange’s non-partisan philosophy may seem old-
fashioned, but it continues to be relevant today. Modern 
issues such as broadband access, rural healthcare availability, 
agricultural stewardship, rural infrastructure, and support for 
family farms require cooperation among leaders from different 
political parties. The Grange advocates for practical solutions 
rather than ideological positions, allowing it to build relationships 
with lawmakers across the political spectrum. This approach 
helps ensure that rural voices are heard regardless of either slow 
or sudden changes in political leadership.

In today’s increasingly polarized political environment, the 
Grange serves as an example of how organizations can promote 
civic engagement while remaining independent of party politics. 
Our emphasis continues to be on cooperation, respect, and 
service. Through our actions, the Grange demonstrates that 
people can disagree on political matters while still working 
together for the common good. By focusing on shared interests 
instead of partisan loyalties, the Grange has maintained its 
credibility and effectiveness for generations. 

We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the Founders of 
the Grange for their foresight in making non-partisanship a key 
tenet of our Order. An enduring commitment to non-partisanship 
has strengthened our ability to advocate for agriculture and 
rural communities, while at the same time fostering unity among 
its members and encouraging constructive participation in our 
cherished American democracy.

Political signs line roads and sidewalks all over the United States 
in the leadup to the midterm elections.	        Photo Provided

Non-Partisan continued from page 9
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