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For generations, Grange members 
have spoken up on issues affecting their 
farms, families, communities, and rural 
way of life. Now, a new National Grange 
resource is designed to help members 
do that work with greater confidence 
and effectiveness.

The National Grange Guide to 
Grassroots Advocacy offers practical 
tools and resources for Granges and 
Grange members who want to become 
more involved in local, state, or national 
issue-based advocacy.

The guide walks members through 
many of the basics of effective 
advocacy, from understanding how 
Grange policy is developed to building 
relationships with elected officials 
and communicating clearly about the 
issues that matter most. It also provides 
guidance on writing letters and emails, 
making phone calls, attending public 
meetings, working with coalitions, and 
organizing advocacy efforts around a 
particular issue.

For a Community Grange, that 
might mean approaching township 
supervisors about a local concern, 
speaking before a school board, 
supporting farmland preservation 
efforts, or raising awareness about an 
issue affecting local families. At the state 
level, members might use the guide to 
organize support around legislation or 

help lawmakers better understand how 
a proposal would affect communities in 
rural areas. The same tools can also help 
members advocate for National Grange 
policy with members of Congress and 
federal agencies.

At its heart, the guide is intended to 
make advocacy feel more accessible.

Grange members do not need to be 
professional lobbyists or public policy 
experts to have an impact. O�en, the 
most effective advocates are the people 
who can explain how an issue affects 
their own community, share a personal 
story, and build a relationship with the 
people making decisions.
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Great Easton Cleanup
A “Share Your Project’s Story” submission

Thank you to Easton Grange #196 (MA) 
for submitting the electronic SHARE YOUR 
PROJECT'S STORY form located at https://
www.nationalgrange.org/community-
service-programs/. Details of their Great 
Easton Cleanup are shared below.

  It is our hope that by sharing a project’s 
story, details might be helpful suggestions 

to other Granges on future projects.   Thank you and great work, 
Easton Grange!

Project Name: Great Easton Cleanup
Grange:  Easton Grange #196, North Easton, Masschusetts
Approximate Member Hours Expended: 
	 25 Grangers / 300 Hours
Approximate Member Hours Expended: 
	 200 volunteers / 400 Hours
Funded by: Applied for and received a $1,500 Massachusetts 

State Grange Opportunity Grant and received $3050.00 in 
donations from additional local businesses and organizations

History of a good idea: During the November 2025 Easton 
Grange meeting, a comment was made about the increased 
amount of trash along the roadsides and parks in their town. 
Several members noted how much they missed the townwide 
spring cleanup day that previously took place throughout Easton. 
These comments sparked a discussion about how important that 
day was for Easton and what a shame it was that the organization 
called “Keep Easton Beautiful” had been disbanded and no longer 
existed. Discussions also included possibly reinstating this cleanup 
day as a new program for their Grange. A member suddenly made 
a motion to begin this new program, and it was quickly seconded 
and approved by all. They decided to hold their first event during 
Earth Day week, on April 19th, 2026.

Grangers in action.  The planning process began by dividing 
the members into a few different committees. The committee 
categories included marketing and development, fundraising, 
planning/organizing the cleanup day, and celebration planning. 
The committees designed posters, yard signs, and t-shirts; sent 
fundraising letters to several local businesses; developed a 
participant registration sign-up list, street list, and expense list; and 
planned and researched local food options. Posters were hung, 
yard signs were put out, t-shirts were ordered, fundraising letters 
were sent out, the Department of Public Works was contacted, 
and appearances were made on a local cable television station. 
Members advertised as much as possible on social media platforms 
and online newspapers, hung posters at 50 local businesses and 
organizations, placed strategically positioned yard signs, and most 
importantly, used word of mouth! They told everyone at every 
chance they had! The Grange knew this preparation was of utmost 
importance as it was their first year for holding the event, and the 
community wasn’t expecting it.

The big day of work and celebration.  April 19th came, and the 

day was a huge success! It was a damp and dreary day, but that 
didn’t hold the participants back! There was an enormous amount 
of trash picked up in Easton on that day! Over 6,000 pounds in 
two hours! Many participants expressed their enjoyment and 
enthusiasm for the event and wished they could have done 
more! They also shared their gratitude for the Grange being able 
to bring back such an important day for the town. Even people 
driving by shouted out many words of praise and thanks! The a�er-
celebration was as successful as the trash removal itself. It was the 
perfect way to end the event - a community coming together to 
celebrate a strong sense of accomplishment and appreciation for 
this wonderful day and the return of a very worthy project!

Editor’s note: Do you like this kind of content? If so, be sure 
to check out Good Day! magazine which includes a “Share Your 
Project’s Story” in every issue. Please also submit your story online 
to the National Grange Community Service Team - the more stories 
that are submitted, the more frequently we can feature them. We 
know we can feature a story in EVERY issue of Grange Today!.

by Randee Farmer & Bonnie Mitson McCann 
National Grange Community Service Co-Directors

Grangers in action during the Great Easton Cleanup in April.
Photos provided

https://www.nationalgrange.org/community-service-programs/
https://www.nationalgrange.org/community-service-programs/
https://www.nationalgrange.org/community-service-programs/
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That Payment Request Might Be Fake:  
What to Look for Before You Send Money

Digital payments are part of everyday life. Fraud experts 

warn that scammers are increasingly inserting themselves into 

these routine digital payment transactions, redirecting money in 

ways that can be difficult to recover.

Many payment scams start with a message that looks real. It 

may appear to come from a vendor, service provider or someone 

you are already working with. The message asks you to send a 

payment or update payment details.

Because the request fits into a typical situation, such as 

paying an invoice or completing a purchase, it can be hard to 

detect scams. By the time the payment is sent, the money is 

o�en gone.

“Payment and invoice scams are effective because they 

o�en look like routine transactions people are expecting to 

make. Fraudsters may use compromised accounts, impersonate 

trusted contacts or create a sense of urgency to redirect funds,” 

said Joshua Del Valle, executive director of enterprise fraud at 

PNC Bank. “Taking a moment to independently verify payment 

requests and payment instructions can help consumers and 

businesses avoid a costly mistake.”

What to Know About Payment and Invoice Scams
Messages may appear legitimate: Emails, texts or invoices 

can closely resemble real communications, including familiar 

names, logos or ongoing transactions. Sometimes they’re even 

from real communication channels, like a person’s email, a�er 

that communication channel was compromised.

Payment details may suddenly change: Requests to “update” 

wiring instructions or send money to a new account are a 

common warning sign.

Scams often involve fast, irreversible payment methods: 

Wires, payment apps and gi� cards are commonly used because 

funds can be difficult to recover once sent.

Fraud can move across channels: A message may be followed 

by a phone call or text to reinforce the request and create 

urgency.

The Anatomy of a Scam
1.	 Contact: You receive a message about a payment, 

invoice or transaction

2.	 Trust: The message appears tied to a real service or 

relationship

3.	 Urgency: You are asked to act quickly to avoid a delay, 

penalty or disruption

4.	 Request: You are directed to send money or change 

payment details

5.	 Extraction: Funds are sent to a fraudulent account

Five Ways to Protect Yourself
1.	 Verify payment requests directly. Contact the business 

or person using the official phone number or website 

rather than relying on the information provided to you.

2.	 Pause before sending money. Urgency is a common 

tactic. Take time to confirm the request.

3.	 Check payment details carefully. Even small changes in 

account information or small typos in email addresses 

can signal a scam.

4.	 Use payment apps carefully. Treat them like cash. Only 

send money to people you know and have verified.

5.	 Be cautious with unusual payment methods. Requests 

to pay with gi� cards or other nontraditional methods 

are a red flag.

For more information on best practices to help prevent fraud, 

visit PNC’s Security and Privacy Center.

Scams tied to everyday payments can be easy to miss. 

Taking a moment to verify requests and confirm details can 

help protect your money and reduce the risk of sending it to 

the wrong person or place.

Courtesy of StatePoint

Photo (c) Ton Photograph / iStock via Getty Images Plus
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The America’s 250th Grange Workgroup is celebrating our country’s 250th Anniversary by “throwing back” to some 
classic recipes from Grange cookbooks. Do you have favorite recipes that evoke the American spirit which you 

would like to see published again? Send them to Lew Gaskill at olgaskill@comcast.net. Please include which Grange 
cookbook your recipes come from.

1 package lime gelatin

1 package cream cheese

1 can pear halves

Dissolve gelatin with 1 cup hot water and 1 cup pear juice. Place one half the 
gelatin in mold and let set until firm. When the other half of the gelatin is 
beginning to set, stir it into the cream cheese which has been creamed 
until so� and smooth. Place layers of pear halves over the first half of the 
gelatin and pour cream cheese mixture over them. Allow to set. Invert it 
onto lettuce and serve with favorite dressing.

Under the Sea Salad

Mix above ingredients until crumbly. Reserve enough crumbs for topping. 
Press rest in the bottom and sides of pan. 

Cover with: 4 cups diced rhubarb.

Combine: 1 cup sugar, 2 Tablespoons cornstarch, 1 cup water, 1 teaspoon 
vanilla. Cook until thick and clear. Pour over rhubarb. Top with crumbs. 
Bake in moderate oven 1 hour at 350 degrees F. Cut in squares, serve 
plain or with cream.

Rhubarb Crunch
1 Cup si�ed flour
3/4 cups oatmeal
1 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup melted butter
1 teaspoon cinnamon

Courtesy of Theresa Walpole

This week’s recipes are from 
The Williamsburg Grange #225 and Community Cook Book - Massachusetts (1952)

Courtesy of Sarah T. Shea

mailto:olgaskill@comcast.net
http://issuu.com/grangegoodday
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Grange Store:

Grange Member Benefit: MemberDeals

Access exclusive savings on everything from car rentals 
to hotels, even tickets to theme parks, performances, and 

sporting events.
Shop savings and deals on computers, jewelry, phones, 
vision, and more! There’s no end to the things you can find 

at MemberDeals.

Savings include:

Visit 
https://www.memberdeals.com/nationalgrange/?login=1 

today to start saving.

•	 Walt Disney World & 
Disneyland

•	 Universal Orlando  
& Universal Studios 

Hollywood
•	 Sea World
•	 Six Flags

•	 Busch Gardens
•	 Knotts Berry Farm

•	 LEGOLAND
•	 Hersheypark
•	 Sesame Place

•	 Water Parks
•	 Zoos & Aquariums

•	 Hotels
•	 Shows, Sports, & 

Concerts
•	 Movie tickets at AMC, 

Regal and more
•	 Rental Cars (Avis, 
Budget, Hertz, & others)
•	 Shopping Deals
•	 and much more!

http://www.memberdeals.com/nationalgrange/?login=1

