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Greetings Junior Grange Enthusiasts!

This year will mark a few changes within our program that | hope will inspire and create
growth not only for our amazing Juniors but for the program as a whole. National
Grange President Chris Hamp, National Directors, and advisory teams are working to
break down barriers between our programs to create unity among all of our programs
and to help Juniors transition into their community Grange.

We have opened new opportunities and guides for the youngest of our members to be able to compete in
contests that give them entrance-level projects for community service, advocacy, leadership, public
speaking, writing, and legislation. For our older participants, we have created similar guidelines that ensure
they are challenged and can grow in their interests.

Part of unifying our programs includes mentorship opportunities for our Youth Ambassadors to pass on
their knowledge to our Junior Ambassadors. In an effort to foster leadership and new opportunities for our
Juniors, the Ambassador program has been expanded to a regional level, giving opportunities for
leadership to up to 2 ambassadors per region. We envision these changes strengthening our Juniors,
Youth, and programs as a whole.

This programis thoroughness and the breakdowns for age groups would not have been possible without
the hard work and efforts of the National Junior Grange Advisory team. The dedication to keeping our
young people involved and helping them learn to make real change in our world is a daunting but not
impossible task. This is what we hope to empower our Juniors with.

The advisory board and | understand that all children have different needs, skills, and capabilities. These
guidelines are intended to provide structure, but they may not always align perfectly with every childis
individual needs or learning style. If you feel an adjustment to the guidelines would better support your
childis participation, please let us know what alterations you plan to make.

We welcome thoughtful adaptations and encourage creativity®sometimes the most wonderful ideas come
from letting those sparks of imagination kindle.

If at any time program guidelines are unclear, or if you have ideas for future programs, please reach out!
Looking forward to a fruitful year full of curiosity and spark!

Katie Girtler Makayla Piers, Emily Hartsell, and Gayle Reyburn
National Junior Grange Advisory Board

National Junior Grange Director
Junior@NationalGrange.org
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State Director Information

In this section you will find information on:
e Background Checks for Leadership
e Junior 1+ Program
e State Director Report
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e General “Rule of 3” — At least 3 people shall be present at any one time, whetheritis
youth together or adult chaperones with youth in and around the event or activity.

¢ Minors shall not be left unsupervised at any time.

¢ Adults shall use responsible behaviors. Adults shall not be under the influence of
alcohol or drugs while working with minors.

Health & Emergencies:

e Eachyear, minors (ages 0-17) shall have a completed National Grange Medical
Permission Form on file with the National Grange prior to participation in any
National Grange or Regional Grange event or activity. No adult can treat a child
unless consent is given by a parent/guardian.

e At least one adult at the event shall be certified in CPR and First Aid to provide
medical care within the scope of their certification. All treatments provided shall be
logged and documented.

e In cases of emergency, the minor will be transported by at least two adults to the
closest medical facility OR emergency services will be called. If the parent/guardian
cannot be reached, the chaperones and leaders on site will continue trying to reach
the parent/guardian and alternate contact while treatment is initiated.

Ages and Ratios:
e Adults working with minors shall be at least 18 years of age and at least five years
older than the minors being supervised.
e A minimum of two unrelated, non-cohabitating adults with each group of minors is
required with adult to minor ratios as follows:
= High School -2:10 (two adults per every 10 minors)
= Elementary and Middle School - 2:8 (two adults per every 8 minors)

Driving and Travel Guidelines:
e No adult, unless a parent/guardian, shall transport a minor alone to and from
events.
e No minor shall transport other minors, unless related, to and from events.

Rooming Guidelines:

e Forovernight events: Minor participants shall be provided their own beds whenever
possible and shall always room with participants of the same age range and gender
or be provided with individual rooms. Minor participants shall only room with an
adult (over the age of 18) if there is dormitory or cabin-style sleeping available and
either another participant or two unrelated, non-cohabitating adults share the same
space. Dormitory or cabin-style rooms shall house only one gender. Minor
participants shall never sleep alone in a room with an adult, unless a
parent/guardian.

National Grange Child Protection Policy — Adopted: February 2025 Page 2 of 3
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fiWorthy President, it is my pleasure to introduce to you: (give names of
candidates), who have been elected to the Junior Grange membership in our
Grange. They are presented here to receive the Obligation and words of counsel
from you.0
President:
The Grange is a family organization, welcoming all generations in its Halls and
meetings. My young friends, is it your wish to join us as members of this Grange? If
so, please say (It is.0
Candidates: filt is.0
President: (Direct these words to the parents/guardians of the Junior Grange member(s) facing
where they are seated in the Hall)
fiTo the parents and guardians of our Junior Grange candidates, your support and
guidance is most important of all. We commend you for your foresight in allowing
your children to become Grange members. We ask for your continued
encouragement and assistance in their participation and growth in the Grange.o
President: (Face the Candidates at the Altar)
AWith your election to membership in this Grange, it is my pleasure to give you the
Junior Grange Pledge. The Pledge is a simple promise which you freely give to
become part of the Grange Family and to live a good life. In turn, the members of
this Grange promise to help and support you as you grow into future leaders in your
schools and communities.o
fiPlease place your right hand over your heart. | will give the Pledge so that you may
clearly understand it.0
(President gives the entire Pledge slowly and distinctly)
fil Promise T that | will obey T all the rules of the Order, -- and will treat T my fellow
members T with respect. T | will try to follow T the good advice T of my parents and
teachers T and will do my best T to avoid bad company T and harmful habits.0
President:
il welcome you as members of this Grange. Remember, promises are an important
commitment. As part of your Grange Family, we promise to encourage you as you
continue to grow and learn. We ask you to contribute to our meetings by sharing
your discoveries with us. In this way we may learn from you. We want you to know
about the Grange; its past, its present, and, most of all, how you can influence its
future.o
fiwhen you turn 14 years old, you will graduate from the Junior Grange Program and
once again stand at this Altar, taking the next Pledge as a Community Grange
member. From this time until then, you have our promise to encourage you along
lifels journey.o
fiWe extend to you a heartfelt Welcome to our Grange.o
fiWorthy Assistants, please escort our new members to their seats, introduce them
and return to your stations.0
The Assistants will pass by the President, who will shake each members’ hand as they pass.
After the last member has passed by, the President will return to his Station.






State Director Report

Local Leaders
Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: https://grange.biz/JuniorDirectorReport

State Director Report should be submitted via the online form and will include the
number of Junior Grange Members, including 1+ members. You will also be required to
list the Junior Leaders' information, the programming you are using or submit an outline
that plans for the participation in any local, regional, State, or National Junior Grange
Program and MEMBERSHIP: Outline membership promotion efforts by the Junior
Grange members and leaders.

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your State Director Report at https://grange.biz/JuniorDirectorReport
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Programs

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

In this section, you will find information on:
e Regional Ambassador Program
e Junior Mentor Award
e Passport Program





https://grange.biz/JuniorAmbassador
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JUNIOR MENTOR AWARD

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

Nominate online: https://arange.biz/vouthjuniormentor

PURPOSE:
To honor a Youth or Young Adult who makes an impact by serving and mentoring Junior Grange
members.

DESCRIPTION

Grange Youth and Young Adults play a vital role in shaping our organization's future by uplifting,
encouraging, and engaging with our Junior Grange members. Their involvement helps build
confidence, foster a sense of belonging, and create meaningful experiences that last for years
to come.

This award recognizes individuals who demonstrate exceptional leadership, mentorship, and
dedication in guiding Junior Grangers & those who step forward with patience, enthusiasm, and
a heart for service. Through their example, they inspire the next generation to grow, lead, and
carry on the rich legacy of the Grange.

Nomination Requirements:

Community, Pomona, or State Granges can nominate a young person for this
award, as well as State Presidents and State Youth Directors.

Nominations can be made for a Youth or Young Adult, age 14-25

Nomination applications will be reviewed by a panel of judges who will select the
award recipient.

O«

O¢ O«

Entry:
All applications must be received by September 1, 2026

Application includes the following:
3 Why the nominee should be selected for this award
3 How the nominee has impacted Junior Grangers
3 List specific activities, projects, etc. that the nominee participated in or
led to impact Junior Grangers

O¢ O«

Recipients will be announced at the National Grange Convention and will receive a
special award.


https://grange.biz/youthjuniormentor

Passport Program

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: https://grange.biz/JuniorPassport

The Junior Grange Passport is designed to be an exciting and innovative way for Juniors to
learn more about their world, their country, their state, their community, and their Grange.

The PASSPORT program is an online digital format, so leaders will now have easier access to
stamps that will not require a purchase, and thus save on programing costs within your state.

View the current passports at nationaljuniorGrange.org/junior-Grange-passport/

This format will allow us to have constant changes and additions, which will grant us the ability
to spotlight important issues or events throughout history. This transition will be beneficial to all
Junior Grangers, Leaders, and Educators.

Junior Grangers will now have an easy-to-handle notebook that will allow them the ability to
keep track of their accomplishments and utilize them as resources for outside studies.

Educators will be able to utilize the Passports as part of their curriculum, encouraging their
students to learn more about the Grange and other educational entities that will be offered.

Leaders will appreciate the ability to have immediate availability of the downloadable stamps,
making it easier to plan and award Juniors with a stamp in their PASSPORT.

The program is broken down into five categories:

Grange Adventures
United States
Career Readiness
American History
World Discovery

aprwdeE

It is highly encouraged that each Junior Director promotes the use of the PASSPORT program.
The completion of these stamps not only gives each Junior a sense of accomplishment, it also
provides a challenging educational foundation that grows with the Junior. Through the
PASSPORT program Juniors will gain knowledge about the Grange and the world around them
that will last beyond the time they spend in the Junior Grange, laying the path for a strong future
leader.

Be sure to check the Junior Grange website where you will be able to download the current
PASSPORTS and be sure to check back often as there may be new Stamps introduced
throughout the year! Submit your ideas here: https://grange.biz/JuniorPassport
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Writing & Presenting

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

In this section, you will find information on:
e Poetry Contest
e Creative Writing Contest
o Celebrating America’s 250th
o Learning to be Self-Sustaining
e Public Speaking Contest:
o Poetry Slam!
o Poetry Slam! Community Night Plan
o Informational Speeches
o Demonstration Speeches
Youth Fairs Demonstration Speeches
e Junior Talent Showcase

O



Poetry Contest

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: https://grange.biz/JuniorPoetry

Poetry can be a great expression of what you see in the world. There are a number of different
styles and you are encouraged to explore and investigate at least three different styles of poetry
to help you understand how to format your own poem. Rhyming structures are not required, but
can be fun!

Submissions for each prompt are accepted but only one submission per prompt, unless Haiku
format is used, which can be a collection.

Poems written for the Poetry contest may be used in conjunction with the Public Speaking
Poetry Slam! Contest.

Poetry Subjects
Open Category - Free Style or Structured

Use your imagination, write about anything in your world, how your garden makes you feel, any
hobby, interest or fun

Energizing our Future
Write a poem that reflects on the energy of our youth powering our future, how your dreams will
power the future or how energy sources make a difference in our lives, or be creative but focus
on energy and our future.

Americais 250th
Reflections of our nation, What our country means to you, Rural and Urban America working
together, The American Spirit - 250 years, or be creative in your celebratory poem

Poetry Guidelines by Age
Ages 5718 Ages 9T11 Ages 12714
172 original haiku, 273 original haiku 3714 original haiku
or or or
One original poem of One original poem of One original poem of
87112 lines 12720 lines 15730 lines

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Poetry Project to Grange Engage by following this link:
https://grange.biz/JuniorPoetry
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Creative Writing Contest

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: https://grange.biz/JuniorWriting

There are two categories for Creative Writing: Celebrating Americais 250th, or Project
Sustenance. Juniors may submit an entry in each category.

Celebrating America’s 250th
In an effort to celebrate the 250th anniversary of our Nation, this contest encourages you to look
at the history of our Nation. How did our independence, and those who fought for it, shape
where we are now? Prompts are written to encourage age-appropriate creative writing.

Ages 5718
Prompt: Imagine you are a child in 1776 who suddenly wakes up in the year 2026. Describe
what surprises you the most. What do you see, heatr, or feel? What is different from your life
long ago?

Writing Format: Short story, journal entry, or letter

Length: 15071300 words (May be handwritten or typed)

Content Expectations:

Describe one or two things that surprise you about 2026

Include feelings or reactions (excited, confused, scared, curious)
Simple beginning, middle, and end

O¢ O¢ O«

Support Allowed:

Adult help with spelling, handwriting, or typing

o}
0 Ideas must be the childis own

Ages 9111
Prompt: Imagine you are a child living in 1776 whose parents support the American Revolution.
One day, you are transported to the year 2026. Write a story describing your life in 1776, how
you arrived in the future, and what surprises you most about modern life.

Writing Format: Short story, diary entry, or first-person narrative
Length: 3007600 words

Content Expectations:

Compare life in 1776 vs. 2026

Describe daily life (food, clothing, school, transportation, technology)
Include thoughts or emotions about the future

O¢ O¢ O«
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Support Allowed:

Limited adult editing for spelling and grammar
Story ideas and voice must be the Junior Grangeris own

o]
o]
Ages 12714
Prompt: Write a story about a skill you have learned or want to learn by working alongside a
mentor (parent, grandparent, leader, or other adult) that you will carry into adulthood and teach
others. Story can be real or imagined, today or in the future.

Writing Format: Short story, letter to yourself from your future self or creative memoir-style
piece

Length: 60071,000 words
Content Expectations:

Strong first-person voice

Creatively and inspirationally write about your experience learning

Challenges you had to overcome

Where this skill will lead you in the future or if reflective, has led you in the future
Clear beginning, middle, conclusion to story

O¢ O¢ O¢ O¢ O«

Support Allowed:
0 Proofreading only (no rewriting by adults)
SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier

Submit your Creative Writing Project through Grange Engage at
https://grange.biz/JuniorWriting
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Public Speaking Contests

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
Submission: https://grange.biz/JuniorSpeaking
Your speech should be uploaded to YouTube as an “unlisted” video, then the link will be put into
the submission form.

In this section, you will find information on:
Poetry Slam!

Poetry Slam! Community Night Plan
Informational Speeches
Demonstration Speeches
Youth Fair Demonstration Speeches

Public speaking is a skill that will help you to understand topics you are passionate about and
teach others all about your interests, skills, and expertise.

In an effort to make our public speaking contests more accessible to our Junior Grangers and
also keep up with getting out in front of a community, we are opening up a variety of categories.
We would like you to write and memorize your speech or poem. There are a few topics in each
category to choose from.

We would like you to either present your speech at your local Grange's regular meeting or have
your local Grange host a community night where youth can read their speeches and/or poetry.
Speeches should be recorded, showing the community or members present, and then
submitted to the National Junior Grange Director. Submission information is detailed in each
category. A winner from each age group and category will be chosen and asked to present their
speech at the National Convention in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, in November.

Funding to attend the National Convention is not provided; attendance is not required to receive
an award, however we may plan to accommodate a presentation from you via video conference.

If you are planning to attend your state convention, work with your State Junior Grange
Director to see if you may present your speech there, however, YOU ARE NOT required
for National Submission.


https://grange.biz/JuniorSpeaking
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Informational Speeches

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

Submission: https://grange.biz/JuniorSpeaking
Your speech should be uploaded to YouTube as an “unlisted” video, then the link will be put into

the submission form.

Subject: Project Sustenance

Choose one of the three pillars of Project Sustenance, and give an informational speech on
what this pillar means to your community, how you can see the benefit of this pillar, OR if the
pillar is not already in practice, how it could benefit your community and your ideas on how your
Grange could help develop the pillar within your community. Use of the National Grange website
https://www.nationalgrange.org/projectsustenance/ to help with ideas of what you would like to
see in your community is permitted.

Three Pillars of Project Sustenance:
Food Security

Individual & Community Resilience,
0 Self-Sustainability

O¢ O«

Each speech should include the following elements:

1. Explanation of the Pillar
3 Describe what the chosen pillar means in the speakeris own words.

2. Connection to the Community
3 Explain how this pillar currently benefits the community or
3 Describe how it could benefit the community if it is not already in practice.

3. Grange Involvement

3 Share at least one idea for how the local Grange could help support, strengthen,
or develop this pillar within the community.

Speeches should be informational, but may also include personal observations, examples, or
stories.

Notecards are allowed.
Speech Length Guidelines:

Ages 5-8 Ages 9-11 Ages 12-14
1-2 minutes 2-3 Minutes 3-5 minutes

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Digital Package through Grange Engage at
https://grange.biz/JuniorSpeaking with YouTube Link (see instructions on information
page) for your video.
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Subject: Energy and Agriculture
We will be visiting Oklahoma this year for the National Grange Convention, which is one of our
nation's leaders in energy production. In an effort to learn more about the history of Oklahoma,
give an informational speech with a brief history of why Oklahoma began drilling for oil, how

they balance a relationship between drilling and agriculture and the future of energy in our host
state. Speeches should focus on perseverance and hope.

This public speaking contest complements the Agricultural Awareness project.
Your speech should include the following elements:

1. Brief History of Agriculture in Oklahoma
3 Research and convey knowledge of Oklahoma's history in regards to Agriculture

2. Development of Qil Drilling & Relationship with Agriculture
3 What do oil drills mean for farmers? What are the challenges?
3 How has the Agricultural community balanced Oil and Farming?
3 How have they overcome the challenges?

3. Moving into the Future

3 Investigate how Oklahoma is expanding & harnessing energy production and

explore ideas and possibilities for moving into the future that helps support
Agriculture.

Speeches should be informational, but may also include personal observations, examples, or
stories.

Notecards are allowed.

Speech Length Guidelines

Ages 5-8 Ages 9-11 Ages 12-14
1-2 minutes 2-3 Minutes 3-5 minutes

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Digital Package through Grange Engage at
https://grange.biz/JuniorSpeaking with YouTube Link (see instructions on information
page) for your video.



https://grange.biz/JuniorSpeaking
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Option B: Open Category Demonstration
This is a great opportunity to show your Grange Members what you have been working on and
how much you have learned within your Grange!

Create a video of your demonstration.
0 A demonstration can be done on any topic relating to Grange, Agriculture, Home
Economics or any Grange Youth Fairs project. The demonstration can be an illustrated
talk or a true how-to demonstration, but must use visual aids.

0 Inthe video introduce yourself, by stating your name, age, Grange or Junior Grange,
and State. Submissions will be judged on age appropriateness of demonstration as well
as the ability to present your topic thoroughly .

This presentation should be given to your general membership meeting and recorded for
submission.

Time Limits for Presentations

Ages 5-8 Ages 9-11 Ages 12-14
2-5 minutes 3-8 Minutes 5-10 minutes

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Digital Package through Grange Engage at
https://grange.biz/JuniorSpeaking with YouTube Link (see instructions on information
page) for your video.
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Junior Talent Showcase

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: https://grange.biz/JuniorTalent

Letis Get Ready to Shine

Everyone has something they are good at. It might be something you practice all the time or
something you just love to do for fun. You do not need to be perfect or the best at something.
You just need the courage to try.

The Junior Grange Talent Showcase is your chance to step forward and share what makes you
unique. This challenge is about confidence, creativity, and having fun while supporting one
another.

If you have ever thought, fil wish | could show people this,0 this is your moment.

Requirements:

You will prepare and present a talent of your choice.
Your talent can be anything you enjoy doing, including but not limited to:

O«

singing

dancing

playing a musical instrument

acting or performing a skit

storytelling or comedy

magic tricks

demonstrating a skill you have learned
building or showing how something works
teaching something you are good at

O« O« O« O« O« O¢ O¢ O«

If you are unsure whether your talent fits, ask a Junior Leader for approval.

Time Requirement
Your performance must be at least 1 minute and no longer than 5 minutes.
This helps make sure everyone has time to participate.

How You May Perform

Your talent may be:

0 performed live at a Grange or Junior Grange event and recorded as a video to submit.
0 You may perform alone or as part of a group.


https://grange.biz/JuniorTalent
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Creativity Projects

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

In this section you will find information on:
e Create A Sticker Project
o Commemorative Star
o Project Sustenance Shield
Historical Craftsmanship Project: Create a Quill
Calligraphy Project
Creative Art Project:
o Windsock
o Windchime
e Photography Contest

Please note: The Community Service Section includes “Crafting for a Cause” - A Craft
Project that celebrates America’s 250th and our Veterans.



Sticker Design Project

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: https://grange.biz/JuniorSticker

Commemorative Star Sticker
This year is our nation's 250th birthday. To celebrate, we want you to create a commemorative
star that can be made into a sticker. Use the attached empty star as a template or design on the
computer/phone with our Canva template.

NOTE: If using Canva, please use original designs only, not iprecraftedi designs/templates.
Elements from Canvalis element gallery are permitted. Be creative and use your own photos,
drawings, etc.

For Canva Designing:

1. Open Canva template by scanning the QR Code on the Star Template page.
2. Design over the star lines. Be aware, anything outside the lines will not be in the
final star design.

If printing the Star Template for sticker design, please scan completed art into your computer at
300 dpi (this is in the scan settings on your computer.)

When using your cell phone to photograph for submission, please do so next to a large window,
with bright non-direct light, keep the phone as flat as possible to the art and only 3 feet away.

Note: Commemorative Star craft projects can be scanned in or photographed to be used as the
sticker as well but can use any material you wish to craft with.

Note on photographing crafts - Photograph WITHOUT flash, in bright, indirect window light on a
table or the floor with the camera as close to the project as possible while still capturing the
whole piece. Using a white posterboard as a background works well too. Photograph can also
be taken in the Junioris hand.

Winning Sticker Design will be printed and distributed at National Convention

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Commemorative Star Sticker Project at https://grange.biz/JuniorSticker
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Historical Craftsmanship Project

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: https://grange.biz/JuniorHistory

In an effort to combine our country's 250th anniversary and discussion about how documents
like the Declaration of Independence were written (by hand), this year we are opening a craft to
create a feather quill, followed by a learning contest regarding Calligraphy. Did you know
Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence but Timothy Matlockis handwriting is
what we see on the document? Penmanship was just as important today as it was in 1776.
Following building your feather pen, you are encouraged to learn a bit about calligraphy.
Leaders, older Juniors, parents and guardians should also read a few sentences or a section of
the Declaration of Independence to younger Juniors.

Feather Pen Project

Project Description

Junior Grangers along with leaders or parents will research how a feather quill is made, gather a
turkey, goose, duck tail feather and create a feather pen following the instructions found through
research.

The pen should:

0 Be able to hold ink
0 Be able to write

Materials

O«

Strong feather
Whittling knife or X-acto knife
Ink, be sure to locate a non-toxic brand

O¢ O«

Age-Based Expectations

0 Ages 5T18:
Adult supervision and support will be needed for this age group. Adults are permitted to
help with the fine details of cutting the feather. Juniors should be attentive to the process
and try to make cuts, if capable. Focus on participation and understanding is most
important here.

3 Submission Requirements
Yy~ Photograph of Completed Feather Pen
Yy~ Photograph of penis tip used for writing (BEFORE INK)
Yy A card with your name, Grange name and number, written with the pen


https://grange.biz/JuniorHistory




Note on photographing crafts - Photograph WITHOUT flash, in bright, indirect window light on a
table or the floor with the camera as close to the project as possible while still capturing the
whole piece. Using a white posterboard as a background works well too. Photograph can also

be taken in the Junioris hand.

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier

Submit your Hlstorical Craftsmanship Project to https://grange.biz/JuniorHistory
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Calligraphy Writing

To continue learning about our country's vital documents and how they were created, we would
like you to learn a bit about calligraphy. Ask your members if anyone actively writes in
calligraphy and have them do a tutorial or use a YouTube tutorial video.

You can make your final document more fun by coffee- or tea-staining your paper, prior to
writing your words or quotes.

Materials

0 Calligraphy Pen

0 Paper
Age-Based Expectations

Ages 518:
Juniors will be introduced to the basics of calligraphy. The focus for this age group is
participation, exploration, and learning®not perfection.

Submission Requirements

O Write your name
O Write the word filndependenced

Ages 9T111:
Participants will learn the basics of calligraphy and practice forming letters. Improvement
through practice is encouraged; perfection is not required.

Submission Requirements

0 Write your name
Practice your calligraphy letters at least three times, on separate sheets
O Write the words filndependence,o fiLiberty,0 and iFreedomo

O«

Ages 12714:
Participants will build on basic calligraphy skills by focusing on letter consistency, spacing,

and style. This age group is encouraged to experiment with technique and presentation
while continuing to practice.

Submission Requirements

O«

Write your name
Submit at least one practice page showing letter development

O«
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Creative Art Contest

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
Submission: https://grange.biz/JuniorArt

THEME: Energy through Wind

The National Junior Grange is working to help bring awareness to Agriculture and how wind can
be used to generate energy.

With this yearis creative art project, we want you to create a piece of art where you use your
imagination and your creativity to create a wind sock or a recycled material windchime.

Inspired by Oklahomais wide plains, wind energy, and lessons learned from the Dust Bowl,
Juniors will create a wind chime and/or wind sock using recycled or reused materials.

This project connects creativity with environmental awareness and shows how caring for
our resources helps power our future.

Important Notes for Leaders

These projects are intended to be creative, inclusive, and environmentally conscious.
Juniors should be encouraged to use materials readily available to them.

The goal is not perfection, but thoughtful design, creativity, and learning.

Windsock Project

Project Description

Junior Grangers will design and build a functional wind sock using primarily recycled or
reused materials.

The windsock should:

O«

Catch the wind when hung

reflect creativity and personal design
demonstrate thoughtful use of reused materials
Maximum size of 3'x3’

O¢ O¢ O«

Approved Materials
Windsocks must be created primarily from recycled or reused items, such as:

0 Old Clothes, Scrap Cloth, Feed Bags, Etc.
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Wind Chime Project

Project Description

Junior Grangers will design and build a functional wind chime using primarily recycled or
reused materials.

The wind chime should:

move and/or make sound when hung
reflect creativity and personal design
demonstrate thoughtful use of reused materials

O¢ O¢ O«

Approved Materials
Wind chimes must be created primarily from recycled or reused items, such as:

metal washers, nuts, bolts

bottle caps or jar lids

old keys

cans or aluminum pieces

beads from broken jewelry

shells, wood scraps, or found objects
cardboard tubes or scrap wood for structure

O« O« O¢ O¢ O« O¢ O«

Glue, string, wire, fishing line, or paint may be used as needed.
Store-bought kits are not permitted.

Age-Based Expectations

0 Ages 5-8:
Simple wind chime design using a few materials
0 Ages9-11:
Wind chime with intentional design and multiple recycled elements
0 Ages 12-14:
Detailed wind chime showing balance, sound design, and creative construction

Optional Explanation

Juniors may include a short explanation (written or verbal) describing:

0 what materials were used
0 where the materials came from
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Agricultural & Sustainability Awareness

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

In this section you will find information on:
e Agricultural Awareness Contest
e Home Garden Project
e Recipe Contest
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What You Will Do

1. Research the Dust Bowl and its long-term impact

2. Explain three ways farmers protect soil today

3. Complete two or more activities, such as:
3 aconservation experiment
3 an educational display
3 ateaching activity
3 aplanting or sustainability project

4. Create a plan to teach others what you learned

What to Submit

o]

a written summary (up to 1 page)
o]

photos of your activities and sharing efforts

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Agricultural Awareness Project at https://grange.biz/JuniorAgriculture
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National Junior Grange
Design a Home Garden Project

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: https://grange.biz/JuniorGarden

Gardens can be big or small. Even a single plant can teach us responsibility, patience, and how
food and flowers grow. When we care for plants, we are caring for the land and learning how
agriculture supports families and communities.

This project allows you to grow a garden at your own home, using the space and materials you
have available.

Your Challenge

You will plan, plant, and care for a garden at home.

Your garden can be:

0 inthe ground

O inraised garden boxes

O in containers, pots, or buckets
0 indoors or outdoors

The size of the garden does not matter. What matters is that you help plan it, plant it, and
take care of it.

What You Will Do

Decide what kind of garden you want to grow.

Choose plants such as vegetables, herbs, or flowers.
Prepare the soil or containers.

Plant your seeds or plants.

Care for your garden by watering and observing growth.

aprwbdeE

Garden Ideas

Your home garden may include:

O«

vegetables for your family

herbs used for cooking

flowers that attract pollinators
plants that grow well in containers

O« O¢ O«
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You may add:

O«

plant labels
simple decorations
signs showing it is your Junior Grange garden

O¢ O«

Caring for Your Garden

As your plants grow, pay attention to:

O«

how often they need water
how sunlight affects them
how the soil helps them grow

O¢ O«

If something does not grow as planned, that is okay. Learning from mistakes is part of
gardening.

Age Guidelines

Ox¢

Ages 518: Help choose seeds for planting, plant, water, and observe growth.
Ages 9111: Help plan the garden, track growth, and care for plants.
Ages 12714: Take responsibility for planning, care, and explaining what you learned.

O¢ O«

Your Project Submission: These should be combined into one pdf document

Take photos of:

O«

your garden when you first plant it
your garden as it grows
your finished or growing garden

O¢ O«

You may also write or explain:

O«

what you planted
why you chose those plants
what you learned from caring for your garden

O¢ O«

Submission Requirements:

Online form and a summary of your plan to complete the project. Include explanation of
information outlined above. Summary should be roughly 2-3 paragraphs. Include 2-3
photographs or short videos from your project.

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Home Garden Project at https://grange.biz/JuniorGarden
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Legislation & Advocacy

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

In this section, you will find information on:
e Local Advocacy Project/ Advocacy for All Ages
e Legislative Experience
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have identified that a possible reason that lemonade stands are not allowed could have to do
with a risk of traffic within the neighborhood, and you would like to suggest that to hold a
lemonade stand, parents help by making parking areas to help make sure traffic build up
doesn’t happen.

Ages 8-11 - Submit to the Junior Grange Director:

o]

O¢ O«

Ox¢

Ox¢

O¢ O«

A list of your research;
3 What community type you live in and why this might matter to your research
3 What community organization you choose (if not a town/city concern)
3 The community leader's name and title
The issue you are presenting and your solution
A copy of your letter
3 Include your name, city, state, Grange name & number, age & date of birth, in the
signature.
A YouTube video link (see instructions on Information page) of you presenting your
advocacy piece to your local Grange.

Junior Grangers 12-14
Identify what your communities are and what type of locale you live in. Write down what

your thoughts are on why this might matter.
3 School, Grange, Neighborhood, Town, Athletics, Clubs
3 Rural, suburban, urban
Identify who helps make decisions for your chosen community, who makes the rules?
(Grange President, School Principal, HOA Chair, etc.)
Identify a change you want to make in your chosen community.
Decide how you would like to make a change.
3 lIdentify 3 key reasons your ideas would benefit your community.
32 Identify 2 reasons the rule may be the way it currently is.
3 Identify the solutions to your identified reasons the rule is in place.

Once you have identified who makes the decisions, the issue you see in your
community, reasons your idea benefits the community, write a letter to the community
leader.

3 Write a 2 page formal letter typed, double spaced, to your identified community
leader (Principal, HOA president, Grange President, Athletics Dept Chair) about
your concerns and the changes you would like, the benefits you see for the
change.

3 Present your ideas and letter to your local Grange - be sure to videotape this
part!

3 Mail your letter, take a photograph of your dropping it into the mailbox as proof.

For example: You live in a suburban area and your neighborhood doesn't allow Lemonade
stands, but you think they would be beneficial to help kids raise money for various things. You
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Deaf & Hard of Hearing Awareness

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

In this section you will find information on:
e Deaf Awareness Service Project
e Sign a Song Contest
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National Junior Grange
Community Service Project

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
Submission: https://grange.biz/JuniorCommunityService

Teaching our children about community service is more important than ever. Community service
has been a foundational piece for the Grange since its beginning. This year, Junior Grangers
across the country are encouraged to take part in a service project together. The basis of this
project will be the same across all Junior Granges, but each Grange is encouraged to make the
project unique and mold it to fit within their communities.

The goal of the Junior Grange service project is to teach kids how businesses and community
organizations work. Juniors are encouraged to learn how to plan and carry out a plan of action.
They are taught within service projects how to communicate with others, accomplish a task, and
learn the process and rules of carrying out a service project.

Project Options: Local Food/Supply Drive and/or Supporting our Elder Community

Community Service Project: Local Food/Supply Drive

This community service project may be completed in collaboration with your Community
Grange.

Many individuals and families in our communities rely on services like food pantries, shelters
and service organizations due to food insecurity or lack of access to basic needs. By organizing
a supply and food drive, Juniors will learn how to gather necessary items and work alongside
other community organizations to support neighbors in times of need.

Step 1: Identify a Community Need

Identify a need within your community and determine where the collected items will be donated.
As part of this process, Juniors should research which supplies are most needed by the
receiving organization by calling the organization.

Your drive may focus on:

0 Non-perishable food items
Toiletry or hygiene supplies
Baby or household essentials

A specific high-need item (such as peanut butter or canned proteins)

O« O¢ O

O«
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Step 2: Locate a Community Partner

Identify and contact a local organization or business to partner with for your drive. This may
include:

(@

A food pantry or shelter

A grocery store

A food service facility

Another community organization

O¢ O¢ O«

Ask if they are willing to partner with you, assist with promotion, or serve as a collection site.

Step 3: Develop a Service Plan

Create a plan to ensure your drive is successful. Consider:

Ox¢

How you will advertise or share information about the drive
Whether a budget is needed

How long the drive will run

Where and how items will be collected

O¢ O¢ O«

All plans should be clear, organized, and achievable for your group.

Step 4: Take Action

Put your plan into action. Collect items, track donations if desired, and coordinate with your
community partner to deliver the supplies at the conclusion of the drive.

Step 5: Reflect
After completing the project, reflect as a group. Discuss:

What worked well

What challenges you encountered

How the project could be improved in the future
Who was helped by your efforts and how

O¢ O¢ O¢ O«

Reflection helps Juniors better understand community needs and the impact of service.

Submission Requirements:

Submit a letter, including the names, ages, birthdates of Juniors involved, Grange name and
number, state, as well as a summary of your plan for the project. Include information about the
organization you partnered with, how you put your plan into action and your reflections.
Summary should be roughly 2-3 paragraphs. Include 2-3 photographs from your event in the
same PDF.
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Grange In Action Information

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
SUBMISSION: Mail or Email listed below

Projects within this Program Book Qualify you to apply to
the Grange In Action Program and we encourage you to
submit your community projects. For +1 Junior
Programs, the community grange would submit Juniors
projects alongside their own community projects,
highlighting where a Junior led the service project.

The Grange In Action program encourages all Granges
to be active in their communities and complete events or
projects, no matter how small. Any Grange that does not
complete the application for Distinguished Grange can
participate in this program. Granges that wish to be
recognized at the 2026 National Grange Convention as a
fiGrange In Actiond should complete the following
requirements:

A Submit 1 letter-sized page with color photos and a brief caption (Suggested: Only 140 words)
of three (3) different events/activities; with no more than 1 photo for each event for a total of 3
photos, from September 1, 2025, through August 31, 2026. Anything over 1 page will be
disqualified.

A The Grange name, number, and state must be on the front of the page.

A On a separate page, please include the name, address, phone number, and email address of
the person who submitted the Grange In Action report.

A Granges that qualify for the 2026 Distinguished Grange Award are not eligible for this
recognition.

A If one of your events/activities/meetings is on Project Sustenance, you will qualify as a
fiDiamond Grange in Action.o

A If one of your events/activities/meetings is on mental health, you will qualify as a fiGolden
Grange in Action.}

A The deadline to submit your application to the National Grange is midnight on September 1,
2026, either by postmark or by email.

0 Mail to National Grange, ATTN: Loretta Washington T 1616 H Street NW, Suite
300, Washington, DC 20006.

0 Email to Loretta Washington - Iwashington@nationalgrange.org. Please write
fiGrange In Action 2026 reportd in the subject line.

To be named a fiState Grange in Action,0 a State Grange must have at least 6 Granges
recognized as fiGrange In Action.o

Some of the entries might be displayed online.

Granges that submit an entry will receive a certificate of recognition from the National Grange



Crafting for a Cause

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
Submission: https://grange.biz/JuniorCrafting

The National Junior Grange is celebrating our Nationis 250th anniversary, and wants to
encourage a community service craft to benefit our Veterans to honor their service to our
country in conjunction with celebrating.

For our Crafting for a Cause project, we want you to use your creativity and imagination to
create a commemorative Star craft. Our flag has 50 stars, representing each one of our states.
Show us how you would create a special star, celebrating 250 years as the United States.

You can integrate the community service aspect in two ways.
1. Identify your local Veterans home and schedule a time for Junior Grangers to work with
the veterans to create commemorative stars; you can invite veterans to attend this event
at your hall or work to schedule a field trip to a veterans hall/ home. This would be a
project for 12-14 year olds to organize and plan in conjunction with adults, for their
younger counterparts.
OR

2. Present your commemorative stars to your local veterans hall or identify a veteran in
your community that you want to honor by presenting your star to them.

Star Craft Description

Junior Grangers will design and create a commemorative star, alongside veterans in their
community or on their own to present to a Veteran or Veterans Hall.

The Star Craft should:

O«

Thoughtful design around being American
Indication of the 250th anniversary

Recycled materials are encouraged but not required
Maximum size of 12"x12”

O¢ O¢ O«

Approved Materials

Any materials, recycled or new are acceptable. Decorate, color and design a piece of art
that can be displayed to show celebration.
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Optional Explanation
Juniors may include a short explanation (written or verbal) describing:

what materials were used
where the materials came from (if recycled)
Their day working with the Veterans or how presenting the craft went.

O¢ O¢ O«

Submission Guidelines
Each entry must include:

Online submission forms
Photos of the completed Commemorative Star craft (up to 3)
Photos of Grangers working with Veterans or presenting craft to Veterans

Q¢ O¢ O«

Note on photographing crafts - Photograph WITHOUT flash, in bright, indirect window light on a
table or the floor with the camera as close to the project as possible while still capturing the
whole piece. Using a white posterboard as a background works well too. Photograph can also
be taken in the Junioris hand.

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Commemorative Star Craft at https:/grange.biz/JuniorCrafting
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National Junior Grange
Silver Garden Project

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026
Submission: https://grange.biz/JuniorSilverGarden

Silver Garden Community Project
As people get older, many still enjoy gardening, growing plants, and spending time outdoors.
Sometimes it becomes harder to bend, kneel, or care for a garden the way they once could.
That does not mean they should lose the joy of growing things.

This project is about caring for older members of your community by listening, planning, and
helping in ways that truly meet their needs.

Your Challenge

Connect with elderly members of your community, design a garden that fits their space, and
then share or build that garden in a meaningful way.

What You Will Do
1. Connect First

Before designing anything, you will find out where the garden will go.
With the help of a leader, contact:

an assisted living home

a nursing home

a senior center

or elderly neighbors in your community

O¢ O¢ O¢ O«

Ask questions such as:
Where could a garden fit?
What type of garden would be helpful?
3 Vegetables for meals?
3 Flowers for pollinators and enjoyment?
What plants or flowers are enjoyed most?

O¢ O«

(@

Listening first will help you design a garden that truly works for the people you are serving.

2. Design the Garden

After learning where the garden will be placed, create a design that fits that space. Your design
may include:
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O«

a raised garden box
a container or box garden
a flower box to attract pollinators

O¢ O«

Think about height, reach, safety, and ease of care.

3. Share or Build the Garden

Depending on what is allowed in your area, you may:

Ox¢

help build and plant the garden together

deliver the finished garden

share your garden design with residents

create planters, flower boxes, or supplies they can use

O¢ O¢ O«

4. Spend Time and Listen

When possible, take time to talk, listen to stories, and work alongside others. The time you
spend together matters just as much as the garden itself.

Materials and Safety

Use safe materials for gardening.

0 Use untreated wood or cedar only.
0 Do not use chemically treated lumber.
0 Reclaimed materials may be used if they are safe for gardening.

An adult should help check materials before building.
If You Cannot Visit a Facility

If visiting an assisted living or nursing home is not allowed in your area, you can still complete
this project by:

O«

writing letters or cards
creating care packages
asking the facility what supplies are needed most

O¢ O«

The most important part of this project is listening and responding to real needs.

NOTE: See National Service Project: Supporting Our Elder Community if a community
garden would not work within the communities you would like to serve.



Age Guidelines

0 Ages518:
Help decorate, choose seeds, plant seeds, water, make cards, and share what you
helped with.
0 Ages 9111:
Help design the garden, assist with planting or building, and explain your project.
Ages 12714:
Help lead planning, communication, building, and teaching others what you learned.

Ox¢

Submitting your Project

Take photos or short videos of:

O«

contacting the community partner
your garden design
building, planting, or sharing

O¢ O«

Submission Requirements:

Submit a letter, including the names, ages, birthdates of Juniors involved, Grange name and
number, state, as well as a summary of your plan to complete the project. Include information
about the organization you partnered with, how you put your plan into action and your

reflections. Summary should be roughly 2-3 paragraphs. Include 2-3 photographs or short
videos from your project.

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY SEPTEMBER 1st and accepted earlier
Submit your Digital Package at https://grange.biz/JuniorSilverGarden
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What is

Prqect Senane™?

Project Sustenance is the National Grange’s signature program,
designed to align and elevate the community-based work Granges
are already doing through three clearly defined pillars:

. @muity &
WY gy gl el

Community & Personal
Resilience projects help
individuals and communities
prepare for, respond to, and
recover from challenges. This
may include disaster
preparedness efforts, mental
health awareness, wellness
programs, emergency supply
drives, or activities that
strengthen social connections
and reduce isolation. These
projects emphasize building
strong relationships, local
leadership, and support networks
SO communities are better
equipped to adapt, respond, and
care for one another during times
of change or uncertainty.

Sf-agtananility

Learn more and access ideas and resources at
https://www.nationalgrange.org/projectsustenance
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National Grange Medical Permission Form

Please fill out this form COMPLETELY and provide as much medical information as you can
for your child. This information will help ensure your child’s well-being in case of a medical
situation while attending a National Grange or Regional Grange event or activity.

You must fill out a separate form for each child.

ATTENDEE INFORMATION

Name of Attendee: Birth Date:  /

Attendee’s gender assigned at birth/listed on medical insurance (circle): Male / Female

Physical Address, City, ST, ZIP:

Mobile Phone: Receives Texts (circle): YES NO

Email:

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION

Name of Parent/Guardian:

Physical Address, City, ST, ZIP:

Mobile Phone: Receives Texts (circle): YES NO

Email:

ALTERNATE CONTACT INFORMATION

Name of Alternate Contact:

Relationship to Attendee:

Physical Address, City, ST, ZIP:

Mobile Phone: Receives Texts (circle): YES NO

Email:

National Grange Medical Permission Form - Adopted: February 2025 Page 1 of 2
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