


NATIONAL GRANGE YOUTH DEPARTMENT
PROGRAM GUIDE

Grange Youth, Leaders, and Directors

It is exciting to be entering into a new chapter with the National Grange Youth Department. | am
excited to work with each of you as we aim to make our youth Grange Strong. As many of you know,
| have served the National Grange in various capacities over the last decade and a half, and | am
honored to have been asked to step back into the role as the National Grange Youth Director. It is
my goal to help develop programming that will grow and inspire our youth to grow Grange
Strong—for their Grange, their communities, and for themselves. Developing leaders who are
confident and passionate about the Grange's mission and vision helps us create a future stronger
than ever, preserving the Grange's legacy for generations to come.

The National Grange Youth Department exists to guide, equip, and inspire young people as they
grow into active, confident, and engaged leaders in their communities, their Grange, and the world
around them. We believe youth are not only the future of the organization—they are an essential part
of the present. Through meaningful programming, hands-on leadership development, and
opportunities that build character and skill, we strive to create pathways for youth and young adults
to discover their voice, follow their passions, and make a real and lasting impact.

Our goal is to cultivate informed and capable young leaders who are prepared to make a difference
in rural America and beyond. Participants will gain exposure to civic engagement, legislative
advocacy, membership development, and leadership training designed to grow their personal
strengths while strengthening the Grange as a whole. Whether they feel called to serve their local
communities, speak boldly on issues that matter, or build innovative programming that welcomes
new members into the Grange, the Youth Department provides the tools, mentorship, and
encouragement to take the next step with confidence.

This is a place to learn. A place to lead. A place where youth are empowered to stand tall, use their
voice, and shape a brighter future for the generations to come.

Together, we grow.
Together, we lead.
Together, we shape the future of the Grange.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns by emailing
Youth@NationalGrange.org.

Fraternally,
Samantha Wilkins

National Grange Youth Director


mailto:Youth@NationalGrange.org

1ST EDITION

January 2026

This version of the National Grange Youth Program Guide replaces all prior versions
and will take effect beginning in February 2026.

For any additional updates or for more information, visit the National Grange Website at
www.nationalgrange.org.

Questions or comments should be directed to:
National Youth Director
Samantha Wilkins
210-838-7892
youth@nationalgrange.org
Or
National Grange Regional Youth Advisory Council
Great Plains: Mandy Bostwick (KS)
Eastern: Gail Switzer (PA)
Northeast: Jaimie Cameron (CT)
Western: (TBD)

Midwest: (TBD)


http://www.nationalgrange.org

YOUTH PROGRAM BOOK OUTLINE:

In this program book, you will find a thoughtful, intentional focus on four key areas that guide
youth as they grow, serve, and lead within the Grange and their communities. These focus
areas—Community Service, Legislative, Agriculture, and Growth/Leadership—reflect the
Grange's values and provide meaningful opportunities for youth to develop skills, build
confidence, and make a lasting impact.

Through Community Service, youth are encouraged to identify needs in their local
communities and take action through hands-on projects that promote compassion,
responsibility, and civic pride. This area helps youth understand the importance of service and
the power of working together to support others.

The Legislative focus area introduces youth to advocacy, public policy, and the legislative
process. By learning how to express their voices respectfully and effectively, youth gain a
deeper understanding of how local, state, and national decisions impact agriculture, rural
communities, and everyday life.

Agriculture remains at the heart of the Grange. This focus area allows youth to explore the role
agriculture plays in sustaining our communities, economy, and environment. Youth are
encouraged to learn about farming, food systems, sustainability, and agricultural innovation
while gaining appreciation for those who work to feed our nation.

Finally, Growth and Leadership are woven throughout every aspect of the program. Youth are
challenged to discover their strengths, develop leadership skills, and step into opportunities that
build confidence, teamwork, and responsibility. Through mentorship, hands-on experience, and
leadership roles, youth are prepared not only for future involvement in the Grange but also for
leadership in all areas of life.

In addition to these four focus areas, this year’s programming will include opportunities for youth
across the country to learn about and celebrate the 250th birthday of the United States of
America. Through special activities, educational projects, and service initiatives, youth will
explore our nation’s history, civic responsibility, and their ongoing role in shaping its future. This
milestone provides a meaningful way for youth to connect Grange values with patriotism,
service, and active citizenship.

Together, these four focus areas create a well-rounded program that equips youth to learn,
serve, lead, and grow—today and for the future.





https://grange.biz/youthallstar
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yaSrqD7dGMI6fXh-vPIYd5rth-VpqtBI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113297052094024457219&rtpof=true&sd=true
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WIB & JUNE JUSTI
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

Nomination Form: https://grange.biz/lyouthcommservice

Purpose:
To honor a Youth or Young Adult who has gone above and beyond to serve his or her
community.

Description:
Community Service has long been a pillar of the Grange, providing members with meaningful

opportunities to engage with and support the communities in which they live. Wib Justi served
as the very first National Grange Director of Youth Activities, alongside his wife June, dedicating
18 years to fostering leadership and service among young members. Known for their
unwavering positivity and signature response of iilid be delighted!o, the Justis exemplified joyful
service, mentorship, and commitment to others.

This award will be presented to a youth or young adult who reflects that same spirit—serving
others with enthusiasm, dedication, and a heart for strengthening their community.

Nomination Requirement:

e Community, Pomona, or State Granges can nominate a young person for this
award, as well as State Presidents and State Youth Directors
Nominations can be made for a Youth or Young Adult, aged 14-25.
Nomination applications will be reviewed by a panel of judges who will select the
award recipient.

e The recipient will be announced at the National Grange Convention and will
receive a special award.

Entry:
e Online Application includes the following:

o How nominee possesses an attitude of service
o Description of a particular service project in which they participated
o Impact made as a result of the nominee’s service

e All online applications must be received by September 1, 2026.


https://grange.biz/youthcommservice



https://grange.biz/youthdelegate

HONORARY YOUTH DELEGATE EXPERIENCE
(cont.)

Eligibility
e Must be a Grange Youth or Young Adult member (recommended ages 18-25).
e Demonstrated interest in policy, civic engagement, debate, or public service.

e Active involvement in a Community and/or State Grange
o And be a member in good standing

e Commitment to completing year-long expectations.

Application Requirements
e Completed application questionnaire.

e Short personal statement on why legislative advocacy matters to rural America and the
Grange.

e |etter of recommendation from State Youth Director, Community Grange leader, or State
Grange President

e Agreement to attend the National Grange Convention and actively participate throughout
the program year.

Participant Output & Program Completion

To complete the program, the participant must:
1. Present one program-related workshop, article, or resource for youth engagement.
2. Complete one year of external committee participation and advocacy involvement.
3. Submit an end-of-year summary to the National Grange Youth Director.

Upon completion, the participant will be recognized at the following National Grange Convention
and formally acknowledged as an Honorary Youth Delegate Graduate.





http://nationalgrange.org
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RURAL IN ACTION: FROM FIELD TO FUTURE

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

Submission Form: https://grange.biz/youthruralinaction

Rural in Action helps youth explore agriculture in a practical, creative, and accessible way.
Participants choose an agriculture topic, complete a hands-on or research-based project,
and share what they learned through an easy submission format. The focus is on learning,
effort, and impact, not access to land or expensive materials.

Eligibility: 14-25 years old, Grange member in good standing, Individual or small team
(2-3 participants)

Project Categories (Choose ONE): Participants select one category that best fits their
interests and resources:

Grow It - Hands-on growing projects
Examples: Container gardening, Backyard
or school garden, Herb, vegetable, or
flower growing, Hydroponics or indoor
growing

Ag Awareness - Education and outreach
projects

Examples: Social media campaign on
agriculture, Educational poster or
brochure, Short video explaining where
food comes from, Presentation to a school

Raise It - Animal or livestock learning :
or community group

projects

Examples: Caring for small animals,
Poultry projects, Research on animal
care, nutrition, or welfare, Virtual or
observational livestock studies (for those
without animals

Ag Innovation - Future-focused or
problem-solving projects

Examples: Research on sustainable
agriculture, New ideas to reduce food
waste, Technology in agriculture,
climate-smart farming practice.

Required Project Components: Each submission includes:

1. Project Summary (1 page max) to include the following: Project title, Category, Why
did you choose this project, What did you learn

2. Project Evidence (Choose ONE format): 3—-5 photos with captions, A short video (3—-5
minutes max), A digital poster or slideshow (5-8 slides)

3. Reflection Questions (short answers): \What surprised you most about agriculture
through this project? How does agriculture impact your daily life? How could this project
help your community?


https://grange.biz/youthruralinaction



https://grange.biz/youthignite
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13jkCVkjfLuAsVzQnqGKoubcpQzAjHPwG?usp=sharing



https://grange.biz/youthofficerteam



https://grange.biz/youthambassadorteam

REGIONAL YOUTH AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
(CONT.)

Ambassador Responsibilities

Represent the Grange at events, fairs, and meetings across the region.

Lead or support one community service or ag-literacy project.

Promote youth involvement in Grange programs.

Maintain positive communication and monthly updates to the National Grange Youth
Director.

Create social media content about programming and projects.

e Attend the Washington, DC Experience.

Training Provided

Orientation on Grange values and expectations.

Public speaking and leadership training.

Legislative Advocacy training.

Guidance on media etiquette and event representation.

Recognition

Certificates and pins.

Spotlight in newsletters and/or social media.

Swag.

Moments to share your year of experience at the National Grange Convention.

Application Components- Via Online Submission

Personal information.

Short essayl/letter of interest.
Summary of Grange involvement.
Reference from a Grange leader.
Headshot.

Interview: Applicants meet with an interview panel of 3—5 people.

Appointment: Selected ambassadors serve a one-year term. (November - November)



JUNIOR MENTOR AWARD

Submission Deadline September 1, 2026

Nominate online: https://grange.biz/youthjuniormentor

PURPOSE:
To honor a Youth or Young Adult who makes an impact by serving and mentoring Junior Grange
members.

DESCRIPTION

Grange Youth and Young Adults play a vital role in shaping our organization's future by uplifting,
encouraging, and engaging with our Junior Grange members. Their involvement helps build
confidence, foster a sense of belonging, and create meaningful experiences that last for years
to come.

This award recognizes individuals who demonstrate exceptional leadership, mentorship, and
dedication in guiding Junior Grangers — those who step forward with patience, enthusiasm, and
a heart for service. Through their example, they inspire the next generation to grow, lead, and
carry on the rich legacy of the Grange.

Nomination Requirements:

e Community, Pomona, or State Granges can nominate a young person for this
award, as well as State Presidents and State Youth Directors.
Nominations can be made for a Youth or Young Adult, age 14-25
Nomination applications will be reviewed by a panel of judges who will select the
award recipient.

Entry:
All applications must be received by September 1, 2026

Application includes the following:
o  Why the nominee should be selected for this award
o How the nominee has impacted Junior Grangers
o List specific activities, projects, etc. that the nominee participated in or
led to impact Junior Grangers

Recipients will be announced at the National Grange Convention and will receive a
special award.


https://grange.biz/youthjuniormentor
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PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST

Submission Deadline November 1, 2026

Submission Form: https://grange.biz/youthpublicspeaking

The public speaking contest is designed to help youth find their voice, build confidence, and
share their ideas clearly and with purpose. Through this experience, participants strengthen
communication skills that will serve them in leadership roles, school, and everyday life.

GUIDELINES:

Each submission must be from a Grange member in good standing and meeting the age
requirements listed below.

Contestants may submit both an in-person AND a video entry.

AGES:
e Youth- 14-20
e Young Adult- 21-25
e Alumni 26+

PREPARED SPEECH:

e TOPIC: America at 250: Honoring Our Past, Shaping Our Future

e TIME: Minimum of 3 minute Maximum of 5 minutes

e PRESENTATION: Presenters may use props, PowerPoint slides, displays, etc.

e OUTLINE: Presenter must submit 3 copies of their speech outline for the judges (Online
video submissions must submit one outline digitally)

e QUESTION: Each participant will be asked 1 question related to their speech and will be
given 1 minute to answer the question asked by the judges.

SUBMISSIONS:

e In-Person: A person wishing to compete in person at the National Grange convention
must submit their interest to the National Grange Youth Director no later than November
1, 2026. It must be verified by their state youth director and/or State Grange president
that the entrant is the state winner.

e VIDEO: Participants wishing to compete in the Video Prepared Speech category must
submit their video to the National Grange by November 1, 2026. All submissions must
be provided as a YouTube link; no other forms of submission will be accepted. The
video must have clear, audible sound, and the speaker’s entire body must be visible in
the frame for the duration of the speech.

e Best of show winners will be selected in both the video and in-person entries.


https://grange.biz/youthpublicspeaking
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e Sleeping rooms are only for the participants assigned to those rooms. Event
leadership shall keep a written record of all individual participants by room.

e Sleeping rooms shall not be a gathering place for other participants.

e There shall be a process in place for a nightly check-in and assurance that all
participants are in their assigned room for the night. Check-ins shall be done in
person, not by message passed through another participant or by phone or text.

CODE OF CONDUCT

Each participant (minors, youth, and young adults) must sign the National Grange Code of
Conduct each year prior to attending any National Grange or Regional Grange event or
activity. Parents/guardians shall be given a copy. The National Grange Code of Conduct can
be found on the National Grange website. Please submit completed National Grange Code
of Conduct documents to youth@nationalgrange.org.

National Grange Child Protection Policy — Adopted: February 2025 Page 3 of 3
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National Grange Code of Conduct

Grange Youth or Junior Grange Department participants must sign the National
Grange Code of Conduct each year and submit it to the National Grange prior
to attending any National Grange or Regional Grange event or activity.
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National Grange Medical Permission Form

Please fill out this form COMPLETELY and provide as much medical information as you can
WY 1Y 2 IS TUNGHHRUNY | GrcorY UlsRitleici U2 1l Ya lirah TiHsWii-being in case of a medical
situation while attending a National Grange or Regional Grange event or activity.

You must fill out a separate form for each child.

ATTENDEE INFORMATION

Name of Attendee: Birth Date:  /

gl dUTIIHNIUTIlassigned at birth/listed on medical insurance (circle): Male / Female

Physical Address, City, ST, ZIP:

Mobile Phone: Receives Texts (circle): YES NO

Email:

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION

Name of Parent/Guardian:

Physical Address, City, ST, ZIP:

Mobile Phone: Receives Texts (circle): YES NO

Email:

ALTERNATE CONTACT INFORMATION

Name of Alternate Contact:

Relationship to Attendee:

Physical Address, City, ST, ZIP:

Mobile Phone: Receives Texts (circle): YES NO

Email:

National Grange Medical Permission Form T Adopted: February 2025 Page 1 of 2






PHOTO RELEASE FORM
NATIONAL GRANGE

| hereby grant the Community, Pomona, State, or National Grange permission to use my
likeness, or that of the minor named below, in a photograph or media representation, in
any and all of its publications, including website entries, social media, printed materials,
or other media currently existing or yet to exist, without payment or any other
consideration.

| understand and agree that these materials will become the property of the Grange and will not be
returned.

| hereby irrevocably authorize the Community, State, or National Grange to edit, alter, copy, display,
distribute, or use in any other manner for the purposes of publicizing the Grange programs, events,
website content, or for any other promotional or marketing purpose. In addition, | waive the right to
inspect or approve the finished product, including printed or electronic copy, wherein my likeness
appears. Additionally, | waive the right to royalties or other compensation arising or related to the use
of the photograph.

| hereby release and forever discharge the Community, State, or National Grange from all claims,
demands, and causes of action which I, my heirs, representatives, executors, administrators, or any other
persons acting on my behalf or on behalf of my estate have or may have by reason of this authorization.

| am 18 years of age or older, and am competent to contract in my own name, or | have the legal right
to sign for the minor named below. | have read this release before signing below and | fully understand
the contents, meaning, and impact of this release.

(Authorized Signature) (Date)
(Printed Name) (Date)
(Name of Minor — Printed) (Date)

(Minor’s Date of Birth)

National Grange Photo Release Form
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