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As 2025 draws to a close, I am proud to reflect on 
a year defined not by caution or maintenance, but 
by momentum – real, measurable, forward-moving 
momentum that has strengthened our Order and 
elevated the voices of rural America. Across the 
country, in our halls, our communities, and on the 
national stage, the National Grange has shown what 
is possible when we lead with purpose, unity, and 
heart.

This has been a year of expansion, visibility, and 
impact – and every success belongs to the members, leaders, and partners 
who believe in the mission of this great organization.

Advocating for a Strong Rural America
The National Grange continued to expand its trusted national voice in 

rural health and rural policy. Our 2025 Rural Health Report (nationalgrange.
org/rural-health-report) elevated urgent issues – maternal health deserts, 
gaps in mental health access, hospital closures, inequitable provider 
reimbursement – and strengthened our 
advocacy for vital programs like 340B, 
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“What does the Grange mean to you?”
As the National Grange continues 

to shape the organization we are 
today—and the one we aspire to be 
tomorrow—we want to hear directly 
from our members across the country.

Whether you joined last week or 
have been part of our community for 
generations, your voice matters. We 
invite you to answer one simple but 
meaningful question: “What does the 
Grange mean to you?”

Please visit our VideoAsk link 
to share your perspective — ideally 
through a quick video recorded on 
your phone. The form includes just two 
brief questions, and each response 
should be 60 seconds or less.

Share your insight and help guide 
the future of our organization by 
visiting https://grange.biz/videoask.

Your story helps shape our story.
All responses must be received by 

December 31.

by Christine Hamp
National Grange President

http://nationalgrange.org/rural-health-report
http://nationalgrange.org/rural-health-report
https://grange.biz/videoask


https://grange.biz/RLIwebinar
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Medicaid, and Medicare. In communities across the 
country, Granges hosted wellness events, screenings, 
and educational programs that directly served their 
neighbors.

In addition to health care, agriculture, and reliable, 
affordable internet connectivity remained central to our 
mission. We amplified the message that farm security is 
national security, calling attention to the volatility and 
rise of input costs, fair market access, and the need 
for greater support for small and mid-sized producers. 
We also continued to advocate for complete universal 
broadband coverage.

Project Sustenance Creates Branded Narrative for 
Work of Granges

Project Sustenance, announced last 
year at our 158th annual convention, 
focuses on the outreach and programs 
being done by local Granges to improve 
food security, personal sustainability and 
individual and community resilience. The 
initiative saw the creation of a resource 

database (nationalgrange.org/projectsustenance) in 
which Granges have provided guiding documents and 
details that others can access for ideas or to duplicate 
efforts.

The Rural Life Initiative: Community-Led Impact at 
Its Best

The Rural Life Initiative (RLI) 
became one of our most successful 
and transformative efforts of 2025. 
With 60 proposals submitted 
by 45 Granges, RLI supported 
approximately 50 community events 
across 14 states, partnering with 
more than 110 local organizations and engaging 376 
new Grange members. The work centered around 
the Project Sustenance pillars. From back-to-school 
events and health screenings to folk-art workshops, fall 
festivals, and intergenerational dances, RLI showcased 
the best of grassroots leadership – local people meeting 
local needs with creativity, heart, and purpose.

We are thrilled to share that additional funding has 
been secured for 2026. Information will soon be released 
for the 2026 RLI grants, opening the door for even more 
Granges to participate in this growing national initiative.

Learn more at nationalgrange.org/rural-life-
initiative-program

Learning Through Innovation: The Pilot Program
This year also marked the launch of our multi-state 

Pilot Program, now active in six states with more 
knocking on the door. These State Granges are testing 
new approaches to membership structure, governance, 
and community engagement – models designed to 
lessen barriers, welcome new people into leadership, 
and adapt more flexibly to modern community needs. 
What we learn from this program will shape the future 
of our organization and help us expand into communities 
ready for connection and purpose.

Our 159th Annual Convention: Historic and 
Unforgettable

One of the defining highlights of 2025 was our 159th 
Annual National Grange Convention – our first ever 
held at sea. This annual convention proved something 
powerful: that we can complete our work with 
excellence and have fun doing it. The unique setting 
sparked excitement among new and long-time members 
alike and attracted participants of all ages. The result 
was a convention filled with energy, fun, productivity, 
and deep connections. We now know that innovative, 
engaging environments can ignite participation, enrich 
the delegate and member experience alike, and inspire 
future leaders.

A Future Built on Momentum
We continued to strengthen organizational culture 

through our monthly Speak Like a CHAMP series. We 
expanded partnerships through the National Grange 
Advocacy Corporate Council. We brought together the 
boards of the National Grange, Grange Advocacy, and 
the Grange Foundation to identify how we can best use 
each of the knives in the drawer. 

Momentum will continue as we work with each state 
on Performance Improvement Plans to ensure they 
identify the resources needed to become stronger 
tomorrow than they are today. We are also on the cusp 
of launching statewide Growth Teams to support our 
bold goal for 2026: At least one newly chartered Grange 
in every State Grange by our 160th Annual Session.

As we prepare to celebrate our nation’s 250th 
birthday, we can be proud of our membership in the 
Grange, because it is not simply a historical institution 
– it is a modern, mission-driven force shaping and 
strengthening rural America’s next chapter.

Together, we are Grange Strong.

Year in Review continued from page 1

http://nationalgrange.org/projectsustenance
http://nationalgrange.org/rural-life-initiative-program 
http://nationalgrange.org/rural-life-initiative-program 
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Hamp Watch: Catching up with the National 
Grange President

This monthly feature highlights where National Grange President Chris Hamp has been and what 
she’s been up to. Do you want to see her in your neighborhood or at your Grange event? Email her at 

champ@nationalgrange.org. This week, we reflect on October & the first half of November.

October 4: I had the honor of obligating the officers-elect at the 87th 
annual convention of the Montana State Grange.

October 10: It is always fun to lead a 
workshop with engaged participants! Here 
I am discussing unity of purpose with the 
California State Grange.

October 7: The drive from 
Sacramento to Humboldt County for 
the 150th annual convention of the 
California State Grange included a 
stretch of the beautiful Redwood 
Highway. Here I provide scale to the 
famous Grandfather Tree.

October 9: Duane and I had a blast 
channeling Sonny and Cher for the “talent” 
show at the 150th annual convention of 
the California State Grange.

October 16: The pre-convention tour of the 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, area included a visit 
to the beautiful and historic Eagle Grange #1 
(whose charter was signed by National Secretary 
Oliver Hudson Kelley in 1874).

October 6: Five Mile Prairie Grange #905 – Our October 
“Crock-tober” Soup Showdown and the awarding of the 
Golden Ladle is quickly becoming a community favorite.

October 18: Duane and I joined the 
Pennsylvania State Grange Youth for 
their axe (and knife) throwing outing.
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October 26: What a thrill to present Brother 
Jennell Branson of Moran Prairie Grange #161, 
Spokane County, Washington, with his 80-year 
consecutive membership award.

October 30: I was honored to be asked to 
be a panelist for the HealthyWomen virtual 
Congressional briefing to explore the urgent 
health challenges facing women in rural 
communities.

November 1: On the screen 
giving my annual greeting and 
shout-outs to the attendees of 
the 153rd annual convention of 
the Massachusetts State Grange. 
The state convention videos are 
a labor of love as each state gets 
their own, personalized message. November 3:Five Mile Prairie Grange #905 – 

The hall was full for our November community 
potluck and Family Feud.

November 9: Giving the President’s 
External Address at the National 
Grange session is one of my most 
favorite and rewarding responsibilities.

November 10: I was thrilled to be able to have 
my mom, Margaret Ohlsen of Tualco Grange 
#284 (WA), be able to serve as President 
and close the second day of the 159th annual 
convention of the National Grange.

November 14: It was 
an honor to receive 
a personal invitation 
from the Carnival 
Horizon’s captain to 
join him on the bridge 
while heading back to 
Miami.



mailto:olgaskill@comcast.net
https://grange.biz/grangetodaysubmit
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Are you traveling this winter? Grange members 

save up to 20% on best available rates at over 

4,000 Comfort Inns, Comfort Suites, Quality, Sleep 

Inns, Clarion, MainStay Suites, EconoLodge, and 

Rodeway Inn and other Choice Hotels worldwide. 

To receive your Choice Privileges membership  

and discounts, please visit choicehotels.com or call 

1-800-258-2847 and provide the National Grange 

ID: 00211660.

Grange Member Benefit: Choice Hotels

http://choicehotels.com
http://www.grangestore.org

