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Tuesday, January 10,2023

By Mark Smith, PhotoSmith Colorado, and ABC
committee chair

To give a cushion of
rest after the holidays, The
January Arts + Business
Connection (ABC) meeting
was held one week later
than usual. Andrea Barry,
director of client success
with NINE dot ARTS,
presented on the myriad
of benefits of the arts to
businesses at the January 10 online meeting.
NINE dot ARTS is an art consulting company
that curates art experiences for businesses,
and advocates for art and artists. This meeting
helped attendees understand how creative
placemaking boosts business and builds
community.

Barry began by presenting the concept of
being a “Partner in Placemaking.” According
to Wikipedia, Placemaking is a multi-
faceted approach to the planning, design,
and management of public spaces. NINE
dot ARTS focuses on the creative aspect
of placemaking by bringing in artwork that
provides a memorable experience and
marries with the brand of the business.

Many businesses are now looking for
increased return from a company they spend
their money with, and therefore gravitate
toward those that can provide products

and experiences that reflect the core of the
business and its brand story. In this scenario,
the client business becomes integrated with
the art curated for it.

NINE dot ARTS uses local and emerging
artists in venues ranging from community
and public spaces to any size business. They
collaborate with several partners for projects,
including developers, artists, and private and
public architects. Barry explained that their
4-stage process for all projects includes social
impact, DEIB, budget, and scheduling. She
also shared local and national examples of

Andrea Barry

Curated art at CSU Spur.

work, including the Dairy Block in Downtown
Denver, CSU Spur in Denver, and the Midtown
Square in Seattle, along with smaller projects
such as the Catbird Hotel in Denver.
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Tuesday, February 7,2023

By Mark Smith, PhotoSmith Colorado, and ABC
committee chair

February of 2023 took Arts + Business
Connection to the Denver Museum of Nature
and Science (DMNS) for a look at how the
Museum integrates art — in all forms — into
exhibits and programs, to spark wonder
and curiosity about science and nature.
Treloar Bower, the DMNS manager of Adult
and Family Experiences and Experience
Development, shared anecdotes of moments
when music, theater, dance, and creative arts
inspired learning, expression, exploration,
and discovery in guests of all ages. ‘Art helps
with the learning of scientific concepts and
promotes play within science,” said Bower.

Treloar Bower shares how art encourages divergent
thinking, which supports entrepreneurship. (Photo
by Mark Smith, PhotoSmith Colorado)

Bower offered that art supports creativity
in science by allowing original ideas and
encouraging original questions that further
scientific investigations and helps our
understanding of the world to grow. Scientists
draw on creativity to answer questions such

Art + Science at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. (Photo by

Lucas Reilly, DMNS)

as: what is this? What caused this? And

how could this happen? Art further supports
divergent thinking: the ability to generate many
ideas from a single question.

The intersection of art and science sparks
entrepreneurship as it fosters original and
creative ideas as well as promoting a growth
mindset, so important in running a business
today. Art also encourages lateral thinking
rather than linear. It is in generating multiple
ideas and solutions that science AND
businesses can find the best one to execute or
implement.
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Wednesday, January 11,2023

By Tim Harris, Horrocks Engineers, and
Transportation committee chair

Jeff Kloska, director of the Colorado Air
and Space Port (CASP), and Ryan Nalty,
Adams County deputy director of Community
and Economic Development provided The
Chamber’s
Transportation
committee with
an update about
CASP and its
relationship in
Adams County
economic
development.

Kloska began
by giving an
overview of the
CASP facility,
which includes
a combination
of airport and
future spaceport
operations. The
24-hour traditional
air operations
with more than
50 hangar facilities
and 300 based aircraft continues to grow each
year and the facility is well-positioned for long-
term growth.

CASP boasts the Tallest
General Aviation Air Traffic
Control Tower in North America
(191 Feet).

Nalty explained the
impacts of the aerospace
industry in Colorado and
some of the current or
potential types of space-
related businesses located
at CASP. One example is
a firm that is developing
and testing a hybrid rocket
engine capable of Mach
5 travel that would allow
runway-to-orbit travel.

CASP recently completed
a Spaceport Master Plan

[continued on page 4]
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outlining priorities regarding facility growth,
increased manufacturing and testing of 21st
century technology and products, and further
development of systems for short-haul cargo
and passenger needs.

Colorado Air and Space Port is positioned to grow.
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Wednesday, February 1,2023

By Tim Harris, Horrocks Engineers, and
Transportation committee
chair

The City of Aurora’s
transportation program
was presented at the
February 2023 meeting
by Director of Public
Works Cindy Colip,

Traffic Manager Carlie

Campuzano, Transportation Projects Delivery
Manager Matt Kozakowski, and Transportation
Planning Manager Mac Callison.

Colip began the presentation by
emphasizing that the city continues to develop
partnerships and pursues completion of
prioritized projects through funding provided
by DRCOG and federal grant programs. She
highlighted the new Division of Development
Review within Public Works to improve
timeliness and quality of reviews and the
5-Year Pavement Rehabilitation Plan with most
of the work in residential neighborhoods.

Campuzano showed technology
improvements for traffic signals and progress
on the Fiber Optic Master Plan. Two projects
on Havana Street, one at 6th Ave. and one
including 11th Ave. and Del Mar Parkway, will
improve traffic flow and increase safety.

Work being done on the 25th Ave. pedestrian
corridor.

Kozakowski gave an update on the new
interchange at I-70 and Picadilly Rd., which
will begin construction this spring and be
completed in the fall of 2025. The recently
completed 25th Ave. pedestrian corridor
improvements have increased safety and
access for nearby residents and businesses.

Callison provided an update on the 13th

Ave. corridor project, which involved input from

the neighborhood and will increase safety
and comfort for the multimodal users of the
corridor.
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Thursday, January 5, 2023

Left to right: Aurora Chamber President/CEO
Kevin Hougen; Aurora Chamber Chair Brian Sowl
with Nelnet; and President of Mutch Government
Relations William Mutch.

On January 5, the Government Affairs,
Education, and Energy committee held
the annual Legislative Breakfast to kick off
the 2023 Legislative Session. The event,
which gathered nearly 100 community
and committee members, was hosted and
sponsored by the Community College of
Aurora, and CCA President Dr. Mordecai
Brownlee welcomed everyone to the college.
Legislators in attendance were Senators
Janet Buckner (SD 28) and Tom Sullivan (SD

Viewing the House Chamber from the gallery.

COMMITTEES (conTD)

CCA President Dr. Mordecai Brownlee and City of
Aurora Interim Police Chief Art Acevedo.

Chamber Board Chair Brian Sowl addresses
attendees at the January 5,2023 Legislative
Breakfast.

27), and Representatives Mike Weissman

(HD 36) and Rod Bockenfield (HD 56). Many
other elected officials including County
Commissioners and Aurora Mayor Mike
Coffman, and Aurora and Centennial City
Council members also spoke about their plans
for 2023.
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Wednesday, February 8,2023

On February 8, 2023, the Government
Affairs, Education, and Energy committee went
to the State Capitol for Chamber Day at the
Capitol, organized by the Colorado Chamber
of Commerce. The day included advocacy
training, legislative briefings, and discussions

[continued on page 5]






advice for the YP's. The session started with 30
minutes of networking over coffee and cookies,
followed by introductions, and transitioned into
1.5 hours of flowing conversation and engaging
questions.

It was a full house at the February 2023 Young
Professionals’ CEO Panel.
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Wednesday, January 25,2023

Colonel Marcus Jackson, Commander
of Space Base Delta 2, and Buckley Space
Force Base Installation Commander along
with Chief Master Sergeant Charles Shurchay,
Space Base Delta 2 Senior Enlisted Leader,
addressed more than 200 military and
community leaders at the annual State of
the Base at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel,
Denver-Aurora on January 25. Colonel
Jackson and Chief Shurchay highlighted
the men and women of Space Base Delta

Left to right: Chief Master Sergeant Charles
Shurchay, Space Base Delta 2 Senior Enlisted
Leader; Kevin Hougen, president & CEO, Aurora
Chamber of Commerce; and Colonel Marcus
Jackson, Commander Space Base Delta 2,

and Buckley Space Force Base Installation
Commander.

Colonel Marcus Jackson and Chief Charles Shurchay address
community leaders, Defense Council members, and Rotary Club of

Aurora members.

2 in addition to the six major base partners
representing “Team Buckley” that play such
an important role in our nation’s defense:
Aerospace Data Facility Colorado, 140th
Wing (Air National Guard), Space Delta 4,
Headquarters Air Reserve Personnel Center,
Naval Reserve Center Denver, and the Army
Aviation Support Facility. Colonel Jackson also
announced that in 2022, Buckley’s fiscal impact
on the local economy was almost $1.38 billion.
The annual luncheon was organized
jointly by the Aurora Chamber Defense
Council and the Rotary Club of Aurora.
The Community College of Aurora was the
Audio-Visual Sponsor. Table sponsors were
Arapahoe County Board of Commissioners,
Aurora Chamber of Commerce, Aurora
Economic Development Council, Aurora
Police Department, City of Aurora - Mayor and
City Council, Colorado Technical University,
DeNOVO Solutions, Leidos, Rotary Club of
Aurora, U.S. Department of Labor, and Visit
Aurora.

Thursday, February 23,2023

The February 2023
Defense Council meeting
was hosted by the Colorado
National Guard’s (CONG)
Army Aviation Support
Facility. Legends of Aurora
Sports Grill provided
breakfast, which was
co-hosted by Fairfield Inn
& Suites, Aurora/Denver/
Parker.

Colonel Will Gentle,

COMMITTEES (contD)

director of Aviation and Safety,
CONG, welcomed Defense Council
members. Colonel Gentle discussed
the CONG’s search and rescue
missions to include mountain
rescues and the High Altitude
Aviation Training Site (HAATS).
HAATS, located in Gypsum, CO,

is a school catering to rotary-wing
military pilots from all over the
world and has hosted and trained
helicopter pilots from Slovenia,
Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands,
Germany and the Republic of
Georgia. The meeting also consisted of
updates from senior military members, and
from the Rocky Mountain VA Regional Medical
Center and the Colorado Freedom Memorial.
Following the meeting, members of the CONG
offered a tour of the AASF facility to include up
close contact with some of the helicopters.

Aurora City Council Member and Legends of
Aurora Sports Grill General Manager Steve
Sundberg checks out the cockpit of a UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopter.

Defense Council Members enjoy a tour of the AASE

Leadership Aurora
Class of 2019 Get Together

Left to right, back row: Nazan Wolfe, Aurora Mental Health &
Recovery; Heidi Fritz; Jamie Pieper, 140th Wing COANG; Marty
Garland; Deb Kirschbaum, Priority Properties, Inc. Left to right,
front row: Kristin Robinson, Downtown Aurora Visual Arts (DAVA);
Allen Golden; and Benjamin Focht, Nelnet.
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E Colfax Art Gallery

and Studios in ACAD

10201 E Colfax Ave.,Aurora, CO 80010
Aurora Cultural Arts District (ACAD)

Executive Director Bliss Coleman,
and ACAD Board President

Ribbon cuttings
mean business: 50 Jobs

Stephanie Hancock (left to right, holding the scissors), cut the ribbon for the Grand Opening of the E Colfax Art Gallery and Studios on a chilly afternoon in
February 2023. In attendance were Aurora Mayor Mike Coffman and Aurora City Council for Ward 1 Crystal Murillo, Centennial Mayor Stephanie Piko, and

Centennial City Council for District 4 Don Sheehan.

The new home for ACAD’s Art Gallery and Studios was formerly the oldest liquor store in the State of Colorado. In its new iteration, the space transfers
between studio and gallery space, with six movable walls for exhibitions, that can be stored and replaced with tables for studio time and classes.There is
also a kiln for pottery and ceramics.The grand opening featured art for purchase by local artists, an original artwork raffle, sandwiches, desserts, and wine.
ACAD is a non-pro t organization dedicated to promoting the arts and fostering creativity in the community. The district is home to a vibrant arts community
and the new gallery will host workshops, classes, and events, offering opportunities for individuals to immerse themselves in the arts - and to learn new skills.

(2/22/2023) http://auroraculture.org (303) 747-6917

Chambers Plaza Aurora Public Library
1551 N. Chambers Road, Aurora, CO 80011

Left to right: Aurora Mayor Mike Coffman, and City Council
members Steve Sundberg, Ward Il,and Danielle Jurinsky,
At-Large, cut the ribbon to mark the Grand Opening of the
Chambers Plaza Library. Midori Clark, director of Library and
Cultural Services (not pictured), welcomed guests:“This
seventh library branch contributes to our purpose of improving
lives with learning opportunities for the Aurora community; this
branch makes library services accessible to

neighboring schools as well as the culturally
diverse communities in this northeast side
of the city;’said Clark. Chambers Plaza
Library is open from 10 am to 6 pm Monday
through Saturday. (1/12/2023)
http://www.auroralibrary.org

(303) 739-6520.

Family Care Center — Englewood
750 W Hampden Ave, Ste 350, Englewood, CO 80110

Cutting the ribbon for the grand opening of the Family Care Center,LLC
- Englewood location, left to right: Aurora Chamber President/CEO Kevin
Hougen; FCC Regional Director of South Denver Charlton Clarke; Clinic
Director Melanie Buckley, MA, LPC, Chief Human Resources Officers
Sarah Walker; and Chief Medical Officer Charles Weber, MD. FCC was
founded in 2016 with the mission of improving access to mental health
care in the local community. Services include counseling, medication
management, and Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS). Guests were
given tours of the new space, a demonstration of the TMS machine —
and treated to hors d’oeuvres and beverages. (1/24/2023) https://www.
fccwellbeing.com/ (303) 872-1734






WE’'RE HIRING!

Join CCA’s team and commit to
creating social and economic
mobility for its students!

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:
Budget and Analysis Manager

Visit us online at
CCAURORA.EDU/JOBS

COMMUNITY

COLLEGE
of AURORA

Connect With Our Community!
CCAURORA.EDU/CONNECT
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The Aurora Fox Arts Center Ends

SEASON 38

WITH TWO STUNNING SHOWS

lom Sloney  *1SyRND

A New Musical for a
MARCH 10 - APRIL 2 New Generation

Written by Lydia R. Diamond APRIL 28 - MAY 21
Book by Carla Vitale & Brett Smock
Music & Lyrics by Corinne Aquilina

Th an k yOu FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

TICKETS AND MORE!  AJ¥)\ /{AURORA
303.739.1970 -+ AuroraFox.org o (ﬂF@

9900 E. Colfax Ave. Aurora, CO 80010

SPONSORED BY: Judy Ja o
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Ray and Sue Bodis AURORA
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