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The Leadership Aurora class of 2024 
acknowledges the many individuals and 
businesses that provide invaluable support 
to make this one of the most outstanding 
leadership programs in the United States. 

Our appreciation goes to the guest speakers 
and personnel who took us behind the 
scenes of organizations throughout the city. 
Gratitude is also extended to the Leadership 
Aurora Board, Program Director Rene Simard, 
Assistant Director Mitzi Schindler, and the 
Aurora Chamber of Commerce – for collectively 
cultivating this top-notch program. 

As we graduate, we look forward to meeting 
the individuals who will join us as Leadership 
Aurora alumni in the years ahead. Together, we 
will take Aurora confidently into the future.

Introduction
In 10 short months, Leadership Aurora 
class members experience an intensive 
mountain retreat, followed by monthly 
immersion in the best Aurora has to 
offer: medical facilities, educational 
institutions, nonprofit organizations, 
police and fire facilities, the military, city 
management, and more. The class also 
selects, plans, and implements projects 

designed to give back to the community.

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
has supported the development 
of community leaders through the 
Leadership Aurora program for 40 
years, and while much has changed, 
the program continues to incorporate a 
laser focus on meeting the city’s need 
for strong, skilled, and participatory 
leadership. The program is funded by 
The Chamber, in-kind donations, and 
class tuition. The Leadership Aurora 
Board steers the program, develops its 
curriculum, and oversees its success. 

Ask a member of this year’s class or 
a graduate of the program about their 
experience - you will be inspired!
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Chair’s Letter
Leadership Aurora 
Board Chair 
Yvonne Valdez, 
Citywide Banks

In honor of this 
celebration of 40 years of Leadership Aurora, 
I want to congratulate the class of 2024 for 
being a part of this milestone anniversary, and 
for their positive affect as a contributor to the 
story of Leadership Aurora in the community. 

When I met each of you in Breckenridge, I 
could sense the nervousness of the unknown. 
I told you then, that by the end of that 
weekend, you will have created unexpected 
bonds - and will go on to have incredible 
experiences - that are unique to this program.

As I expected, this class of exceptional leaders 
can boast a successful year, to include their 
class project of remodeling the break room of 
the Aurora Mental Health & Recovery Crisis 
Center - along with monthly mini projects of 
gathering socks, coats, gloves, hats, toiletries, 
and canned goods for organizations serving 
our community. 

It has been my honor to serve as the board 
chair for the class of 2024. I met amazing 
people and have had numerous heartwarming 
and hilarious experiences. It has also been 
my privilege to work with an amazing board 
for the past six years and want to thank 
each of them for all their hard work and 
dedication to ensuring each class has the 
best experience possible. I would especially 
like to thank Past Chair Alan Antolak and 
Incoming Chair John Wolfkill, for all their 
support throughout the year. As the board 

for this impactful program, we could not do it 
without everyone’s commitment. I also want 
to thank Rene Simard, Mitzi Schindler, and the 
entire Chamber staff for all their support and 
guidance to keep us organized and on point. 

I joined the Leadership Aurora board after my 
graduation in 2018, or as our class said, Class 
of 20-GR18! I was motivated to join the board 
so I could continue sharing the Leadership 
Aurora experience with the classes that came 
after me. 

As with my class, I look forward to seeing this 
class continue to serve our community, and 
again want to thank each of you for allowing 
me to serve as the board chair for this special 
40th anniversary year!

Yvonne Valdez, Citywide Banks/HTLF

Yvonne ValdezYvonne Valdez
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The Leadership Aurora Class of 2024 took on 
the task of renovating the break room for Aurora 
Mental Health & Recovery staff, to provide 
them with a sanctuary for relaxation amid their 
demanding duties, enhancing their ability to serve 
the community’s mental health needs. Aurora 
Mental Health & Recovery, a community mental 
health center serving thousands in the city of 
Aurora and the surrounding area, offers services 
in 43 languages, including meeting with students 
in schools, families in their homes, individual 
therapy for all ages, substance abuse and 
recovery support, and crisis intervention.

Class 
Project
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Amanda Duraes
Kaiser Permanante
Amanda Duraes Brittany Fabrizio

Juvenile Assessment Center
Brittany FabrizioBrittany Fabrizio

Kayla Gordan
140th Wing (COANG)
Kayla Gordan Mike Grimberg

Colorado Access
Mike GrimbergMike Grimberg Susan Harman

Blue�sh Designs, LLC
Susan Harman

Polica Houston
Big Brothers, Big Sisters
Polica Houston Courtney Klein

Aurora Mental Health 
& Recovery

Courtney Klein Julia Lamb
Aurora Mental Health  
& Recovery

Julia Lamb

Junho Doo
Aurora Public Schools
Junho Doo

Byron Ferguson
Nelnet
Byron Ferguson

Joseph DeHerrera
Jefferson County Juvenile 
Assessment Center





CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OFCLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 242 24

Ryan Seely
Cherry Creek School District
Ryan Seely Ayana Session

Colorado Access
Ayana SessionAyana Session

Paula Stolebarge
Z3 Talent
Paula Stolebarge Jasmin Tapia

Citywide Bank
Jasmin Tapia Ashley Verville

Cherry Creek School District
Ashley Verville

Mirna Villa Linares
Pickens Technical College
Mirna Villa Linares Dave West

Aurora Public Schools
Dave West Tyler Woods

Adolfson and Peterson 
Construction

Tyler WoodsTyler Woods

Marc Scherschel
UCHealth
Marc Scherschel

Mitch Stillman
Advantage Security
Mitch Stillman

Patrick Nay
140th Wing (COANG)



























When our students and 
schools thrive, we all benefit. 

DPS Foundation galvanizes and mobilizes our entire 
community to invest in crucial resources and programs 
that have the greatest impact on student well-being and 
success, while supporting families and educators. When 
we all join together in this work, our students become 
the future leaders we need, and our city thrives. Join us. 

Our work impacts students in a variety of ways. From 
afterschool programs to workforce development, we 
help ensure students are ready to become contributing 
members of society. 

Get involved and learn more
at DPSFoundation.org. 

DPSFoundation.org
1860 Lincoln Street, 10th Floor  •  Denver, Colorado 80203-2907
Phone: (720) 423-3553  •  Fax: (720) 423-3968







CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OFCLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OFCLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 24
CLASS OF
2 242 24






