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By: Hilary Gingold

President's Message

As many of  you may have heard by now, 
I am honored to have been elected this 
November as a Civil Court Judge in New 
York County. According to QCBA’s by-
laws, as a sitting Judge I will not be able 
to continue as President. It is with much 
regret that I step down, but rest assured 
that Marie-Eleana First, QCBA’s current 
President-Elect, is ready, willing and 
able to step up as Acting President until 
her Election in May of  2019 when she 
will become the next President of  QCBA.

I am proud of  the work that we have done 
so far this year – our outreach to the local 
law schools continues to be a success 
and we have started to engage our first 
Student Ambassador from CUNY Law 
School. Our first Stated Meeting was well-
attended and the Criminal Law Update 
was quite informative for our members. 
QCBA’s New Member event held in 
early November was also a hit! It was 
wonderful to meet our newest members 
and I was happy to see that several 
members of  our Judiciary showed up 
as well. The Young Lawyers Committee 
and the Surrogate’s Court, Estates and 
Trusts Committee are hosting a joint 

event on Wednesday, November 28, 
2018, at 4:00 pm at the Association with 
Surrogate Peter J. Kelly as the special 
guest speaker. The next generation of  
QCBA’s leadership are well on their way 
to bringing in new programming and 
enticing young attorneys to come join 
our Association.

I want to give special mention to my 
fellow Board Member, and Secretary of  
QCBA, Karina Alomar, who will also be 
ascending to the Bench as a Civil Court 
Judge in Queens County. Joining her will 
be past Board Member Lourdes Ventura. 
All good news and certainly speaks 
volumes for the benefits of  being active 
in QCBA! 

It has been a privilege to serve on the 
Board of  Managers for QCBA. Although 
I will no longer be able to serve on the 
Board of  Managers, I look forward 
to continuing my activities with this 
Association, a place I have called my 
professional home for so many years.

Warm Regards,
Hilary Gingold, President
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2018-2019 Officers and Board of Managers
of the Queens County Bar Association

President - Hilary Gingold 
President-Elect - Marie-Eleana First
Vice President - Clifford M. Welden

Secretary - Karina E. Alomar
Treasurer – Richard H. Lazarus

Class of 2020
Gregory J. Brown

Joshua R. Katz
Michael Kohan
Adam M. Orlow
Zenith T. Taylor

Class of 2021
Gregory J. Newman

Deborah M. Garibaldi
Jeffrey D. Lebowitz

Michael Serres
Elizabeth Yablon

Class of 2019
Michael D. Abneri

Frank Bruno, Jr.
Kristen J. Dubowski Barba

Charles A. Giudice
Paul E. Kerson

Arthur N. Terranova . . . Executive Director

Queens Bar Bulletin

Editor
Paul E. Kerson

Associate Editors
Stephen D. Fink

Richard N Golden

The Docket
Being the official notice of the meetings and programs listed below, 
which, unless otherwise noted, will be held at the Bar Association Building, 
90-35 148th Street, Jamaica, NY.  Due to unforeseen events, please note 
that dates listed in this schedule are subject to change. More information 
and changes will be made available to members via written notice and 
brochures.  Questions?  Please call 718-291-4500.

New Members

December 2018
Thursday, December 6 Holiday Party at Floral Terrace
Monday, December 24 Christmas Holiday - Office Closed
Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day - Office Closed
Monday, December 31 New Year’s Eve - Office Closed

January2019
Tuesday, January 1  New Year’s Day - Office Closed
Monday, January 21  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Office Closed

February 2019
Tuesday, February 5  CLE: Criminal Law Comm & Brandeis Assn Seminar
Tuesday, February 12  Lincoln’s Birthday - Office Closed
Monday, February 18  President’s Day - Office Closed
Wednesday, February 27 Ethics Update 

Raehna Agarwal
Lisa S. Ally

Mohammed Rasheeq Azhan
Lamar Bennett

Annemarie Caruso
Daniel Crone

Maya Demianczuk
Amanda J. Dunne

Costas Eliades
Jaime Ezratty
Mariya Golub

Eve Cho Guillergan
Thanh Hoang
Corey Kadash
Sarah Keene

Brian A. Kupferberg
Trevor K. Lawson
Waishun Lumas

Tiffany C. Malcolm

Scott L. McCann
Peter Meegan
Sindy Mendez

Jason Moor
Gabriel Munson
Marc Nicoletta

Carla M. Oakerson
Julian Oppenheimer

Daniel Pena
Michael Reddy
John Samaras
Gail Schechter
Ramin Seddiq
Sukhbir Singh

Phillip A. Solomon
Jessica E. Soultanian-Braunstein

Maricella Tenorio Bocangel
Malinda Vazquez

Alla Voronovitskaia 

ClE Seminar & Event  listings

Quick, easy legal ad quotes and service
is a phone call or email away:

718-639-7000
 ads@queensledger.com

fax: 718-429-1234

Serving Up Your Community News For 
More Than 100 Years

Community Weekly Newspapers,
Listed With Courts To Publish

All Legal Advertisements
In Queens And Brooklyn

Legal Advertising
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NAM Voted the #1 ADR Provider. Again.

The parties agree that any dispute or controversy arising out of, or in connection with, this Agreement 
or any alleged breach thereof, shall be resolved by final and binding arbitration administrated by 
The American Arbitration Association NAM (National Arbitration and Mediation) in accordance 
with NAM’s Comprehensive Dispute Resolution Rules and Procedures...

990 Stewart Avenue, First Floor, Garden City, NY 11530
Additional Locations: Manhattan, Brooklyn,  
Staten Island, Westchester and Buffalo
(800) 358-2550 | namadr.com

 The Better Solution®

CHOOSING YOUR  
ARBITRATION PROVIDER  

SHOULDN’T BE ARBITRARY. 
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  In our last issue’s Editor’s 
Note, I gave some ideas for solving the 
problem of  climate change, which also 
threatens the world’s food supply.

 This month, I have proposed some 
more ideas on this topic to Texas A & M 
University, which took the lead the last time 
our world’s food supply was threatened, 50 
years ago.     

President Michael K. Young
Texas A & M University
Office of  the President 
1246 TAMU
Texas A & M University
College Station, TX 77843-1246

Re: The Lead on Climate Change 

Dear President Young:

 I write as the Past President of  
the Queens County Bar Association. Our 
County is America’s front door because we 
host Kennedy and LaGuardia Airports. We 
thus have people from all over the world. 
They look to the American people for 
leadership. That is why they are here with 
us. I write on behalf  of  all our people. 

 I am writing to ask you to persuade 
the Texas A&M University community to 
take the lead in solving the problem of  
Climate Change. 

 The scientific community is warning 
us: “Anticipated effects include rising 
sea levels, changing precipitation, and 
expansion of  deserts in the sub tropics. 

Warming is expected to be greater over land 
than over oceans and greatest in the Arctic, 
with the continuing retreat of  glaciers, 
permafrost, and ice. Other changes include 
more frequent extreme weather such as 
heat waves, droughts, wildfires, heavy rain 
flow with floods, and heavy snowfall: Ocean 
acidification and species extinctions due 
to shifting temperature regimes. Effects 
of  significance to humans include the 
threat to food security from decreasing 
crop yields and the abandonment of  
populated areas due to rising sea levels. 
(See Wikipedia, Global Warming, Pages 1 
and 2) (Emphasis added)

 I am writing to you as President 
of  Texas A & M University because history 
reveals that the world faced this threat 
to food security 50 years ago, and it was 
largely solved at Texas A & M University. 

 In his 1968 best seller, The 
Population Bomb, Stanford University Prof. 
Paul Ehrlich predicted that the increasing 
world population would far surpass the 
food supply during the 1970s and 1980s.
 
 This was in fact true. However, 
because of  the work of  Prof. Norman 
Borlaug of  Texas A & M University, this 
problem was largely solved. Prof. Borlaug 
was in the employ of  a Mexican Government 
agency with Ford and Rockefeller 
Foundation grants in the 1960s. During 
that time he invented a much higher-yield 
kernel of  wheat. He was able to introduce 
this high-yield wheat to Mexico, India, and 
Pakistan largely heading off  the disaster 
that Stanford University Prof. Ehrlich 
accurately predicted. 

 Prof. Borlaug then became a 
member of  the faculty of  Texas A & M 
University and continued his work and then 
prevented starvation in Africa through his 
same techniques. In 1970, he was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts.
 
 In my view, this makes Prof. Borlaug 
the world’s most accomplished person and 
TAMU the world’s leading University on the 
subject of  food security. He prevented the 
starvation of  nearly a billion people. His 
work was labeled the “Green Revolution”.

 Texas A & M University provided 
Prof. Borlaug with the environment and 
resources to literally save the planet. 

 Simply put, climate change 
threatens our food security today just as an 
exploding population threatened our world 

Editor’s Note
Taking the Lead on Climate Change 

in Law and History
By Paul E. Kerson

Continued on p. 5...
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in 1968.

 Texas A & M University is an original 
land-grant college of  the United States.

 The historic Morrill Acts of  1862 
and 1890 gives the statutory authority to 
take the lead in the field of  food security 
that is now threatened by climate change.

 The Morrill Act comes down to us 
as 7 U.S.C. Section 304 which provides 
for the sale of  Federal lands to support 
“a perpetual fund … for the endowment, 
support and maintenance of  at least 
one college (in each state) where the 
leading object shall be, without excluding 
other scientific and classical studies and 
including military tactics, to teach such 
branches of  learning  as are related to 
agriculture and the mechanic arts …” 
(Emphasis added)

 The First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution has freed us to have 
inventions, the likes of  which the world 
has never seen before. Combined with the 
power to regulate commerce, naturalization 
and bankruptcies, the following items were 
invented in our country in a short 227 
year period: the cotton gin, the telegraph, 
the refrigerator, the transatlantic cable, 
the transcontinental railroad, the internal 
combustion engine , the telephone, the 
phonograph, the electronic generator, 
the light bulb, the Dictaphone, the 
supermarket, rocket science, synthetic 
fibers, photocopying, credit cards, the Salk 
vaccine, the interstate highway, Wal-Mart, 
plastic, the prevention of  world starvation, 
the personal computer, the Bloomberg 
terminal, Google, Facebook, and the 
I-phone.

 We have the tools to conquer 
climate change. I wrote an article about 
this subject in the October 2018 issue of  
my Bar Association’s Journal, the Queens 
Bar Bulletin. A copy is enclosed for your 
reference with this U.S. Mail Edition of  this 
letter. An electronic copy can be Googled 
at Queens Bar Bulletin and clicking on the 
October 2018 icon.

 I am hopeful that you will persuade 

the faculty and students of  Texas A & M 
University to take the lead today just as 
TAMU did 50 years ago.

 The food security of  the world 
was in TAMU’s hands 50 years ago. That 
certainly provides the expertise and 
shining historical example for insuring our 
food security in the years to come.

 I hope you will follow the 
recommendations in my article. 

 I also hope you will come up with 
additional ideas to take Texas A & M 
University to the leadership position in the 
field of  climate change and food security.

 Here are some additional ideas 
your TAMU faculty and students may wish 
to consider:

1. When Prof. Ehrlich presented Prof. 
Borlaug with the rising population problem 
of  1968, Prof. Borlaug did not seek to cut 
the population using a one-child birth 
policy (as in China for some time), birth 
control, or abortion. Rather, Prof. Borlaug 
took the situation as it was and looked to 
expand the food supply. 

2. Applying Prof. Borlaug’s reasoning 
to the current climate change problem, 
perhaps we are going about it the wrong 
way. Perhaps we cannot alter climate 
change. Perhaps we need to come up with 
new inventions to cope with it. 

3.  How about a pipeline which takes in 
ocean water at all coastal cities so that the 
seas are no longer rising?

4.    How about a new species of  trees that 
can be planted  and survive in overheated 
climates to provide cooling by absorbing 
the ocean water collected to keep seas 
from rising?

5.  How about establishing the Norman 
Borlaug Institute for Understanding 
Climate Change (NBI-UCC) that will call 
together all of  the Heating, Ventilation, 
Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration (HVAC) 
experts in the world to brainstorm the idea 
of  inventing new cooling systems for an 

overheated planet?

These are the types of  agricultural and 
mechanical issues that TAMU is in the best 
position to address. Indeed, this is probably 
what Senator Justin Morrill of  Vermont had 
in mind when he shepherded the Morrill 
Land-Grant Act through Congress in 1862.

 Our world is depending on you. If  
you wish me to come to Texas and discuss 
this with you, I will be on the next plane. It 
is that important. Most people in our hectic 
world are concerned with the problems of  
today. However, someone must be looking 
out for the state of  our world, 10, 20, 30, 
40, 50 years from now. History and law 
shows that Texas A&M University should 
be that leader.

 I look forward to hearing from you.

 Best regards.  

Sincerely,
     
Paul E. Kerson
Past President, Queens County Bar 
Association

Editor's Note, continued from p. 4...
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In honor of the late George Kaufman, founder 
of Kaufman Astoria Studios, The Astor Room 

has been renamed George’s.

The 3,500 square-foot restaurant seats 70 in 
the main dining area, 40 in the private Valen-

tino dining room and 25 at the bar. 

Private events can be hosted in the 73-seat 
screening room, renovated as the Zukor 

Theater.

Make a reservation at George’s and take a 
trip decades back in time and revisit the old 
Hollywood charm still alive in the city today.

Live music weekly!
Visit website for performance schedule.

347-983-6491
www.georges.nyc

35-11 35th Ave.,  Astoria NY 11106
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On September 17, 2018, the QCBA held its annual Golf and Tennis 
Outing at the Garden City Country Club. Over 100 members and 
guests enjoyed a spectacular day of golf, tennis, food and drink.

Our President's Cup for the Low Net by a member, resulted in a 
tie between Josh Katz and Robert Miller. Longest Drives were by 
Mark Hankin and Laura Oppenheim. Closest to the Pin were Kevin 
Buggy and Elisabeth Vreeburg. Max Leifer won the putting contest 
sponsored by the Honorable Joseph Risi, Jr.

This event would not be possible without the support of our 
sponsors: Big Apple Abstract - Dinner Sponsor; Jasper Surety Agency 
- Brunch Sponsor; Enright Court Reporting - Tennis Sponsor. Tee 
Sponsors: Queens Daily Eagle/Brooklyn Eagle; Hankin & Mazel, LLC; 
The Orlow Law Firm; Scott Kaufman, Esq., Signature Bank; NAM; 
Eric Subin, Esq. Of Subin Associates; Ken Litman, Esq.; and Ramo, 
Nashak, Brown &Garibaldi, Esqs. We also want to thank Big 
Apple Abstract; Signature Bank; Deitz Reporting; and Enright Court 
Reporting for their generous raffle prize donations.

Thanks to all who attended and our sponsors for making it possible 
for us to raise funds to assist the Queens Volunteer Lawyers Project. 
We look forward to seeing all of you next year - September 9, 2019!

David Louis Cohen, Chair Golf Outing Committee

2018 Queens County Bar 
Association Golf Outing

David Cohen, Golf Outing Chair, Art Terranova and Mark Weliky
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There is no question that we as attorneys 
must take great care of  our escrow/lOLA 
accounts. Failure to do so may actually 
result is disciplinary action.

However, careful records alone do not ensure 
the local practitioner of  any issues.

For example, in Takayama v. Schaefter 240 
A.D. 2d 21,669 N.Y.S. 2d 656 (2d Dept. 
1998)the seller’s attorney in a real estate 
transacion was holding the $12,000.00 
down payment in escrow pending the closing 
of  title.* When a dispute broke out between 
the parties that money was placed in the 
lOLA account of  the seller’s attorney.

The Civil Court determined that the funds 
should be returned to the purchaser but 
granted an additional $5,484.00 in costs 
and interest.

While the Appellate Term upheld the 
judgment, the Appellate Division reversed 
and set aside the costs and interest. As per 
Section 497 (5) of  the Judiciary Law, an 
attorney is absolved from liability for “good 
faith” placement of  funds in an escrow 
account. There was no question that is what 
happened in this case. Of  course, the better 
course would be to place the funds with the 
Court as per CPLR Section 1006.

Escrow funds of  the deceased attorney
What course should be taken when you are 
the attorney for the estate of  a deceased 

attorney?

I recently represented an attorney’s estate 
that had approximately $30,000.00 
remaining in an lOLA account. To further 
complicate the matter we were able to discern 
two deposits to be returned constituting 
most of  the funds. These people were due 
refunds for uncompleted real estate maters.

Accordingly a petition was brought pursuant 
to 22 NYCRR Part 1200 Rule 1.15(g). 

This section provides for the appointment 
of  a successor signatory and for the Court 
to direct the disbursement of  funds as 
necessary.

In the case I handled an Order to Show 
Cause was utilized on behalf  of  the estate 
with IP Morgan Chase Bank being named as 
a Respondent. Chase had no objection to the 
application and the funds were transferred to 
my lOLA account. They were then disbursed 
as
necessary with the remaining funds 
continuing to be held in escrow. But see, 
Matter of   Letkowit v. Lawyers Fund, 35 Misc. 
3d 1233(A)(Sup. Ct., Suffolk Cty. 2012).

This did not end the issue because the 
deceased attorney still had funds held in 
his capacity as a foreclosure Referee. This 
was approximately $ and came from a sale 
years prior. The funds were also held in 
Chase Bank but the bank did not possess 
records going back that far. Investigation at 
the Courthouse was similarly unsuccessful 
to find records of  the underlying foreclosure 
action from so many years prior.

Accordingly, an application was (again) 
made to the Supreme Court (as per J. 
Buggs) seeking direction and the possible 
placement of  the funds with the Court. 
Chase did respond to the application 
indicating it had no relevant records. As a 
result these funds of  the deceased attorney 
and any remaining escrow funds were placed 
with the Court.

As always, when in doubt, in most cases 
seek the direction of  the Court
Other funds held in escrow.*

Many of  us find that over the years we have 
accumulated certain funds in our escrow 
account. Under 22 N.Y.C.R.R. Section 1200, 
Rule 1.15 (c) (1) if  an attorney holds funds 
in which our client or a third party has an 
interest, he has a responsibility to notify that 
party. This means that the issue of  what to 
do with the proceeds must be faced.

As noted, when the funds are of  some 
substance, an application can be made to 
the Court seeking direction as to what to do 
with the money. The Court will often direct 
that the funds be placed with the Court 
thereby solving the problem.

*With special reference to the article by 
Matthew K. Flanagan of  Jericho in the New 
York State Bar Journal of  October, 2018.

However, if  the funds are less than 
$1,000.00, resorting to the Court may be 
a rather expensive remedy. While there is 
no direct rule permitting the remittance of  
small amounts to the Lawyer’s Fund, it has 
been held that this is a perfectly reasonable 
remedy. Of  course, this should only be done 
after “reasonable” effortsto find the client 
and/or the third
party.

When there is a dispute as to the ownership 
of  funds then an interpleader action is a 
remedy utilizing CPLR 1006. The attorney 
can even request fees and expenses for 
making such an application. See, Republic 
National Bank v. Lupu, 215 A.D. 2d 467 (2d 
Dept. 1995).

CONCLUSION

When in doubt the Lawyer’s Fund is an 
excellent resource. It actually provides 
forms on its website for the convenience of  
attorneys.

Of  course, our local QCBA has attorneys 
with expertise in ethics as well as how to 
maintain our lOLA accounts. The local Bar 
will certainly provide resources for escrow 
lOLA issues we face.

Stephen David Fink is Associate Editor of  
the Queens Bar Bulletin

Pitfalls of The IOLA Account
By: Stephen David Fink, ESQ.

*Note that this 1998 decision completed the matter which began in 1990.
*With special reference to the article by Matthew K. Flanagan of Jericho in the New York State Bar Journal of October, 2018.
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Digging up Dirt on Your Adversary's Witness & Other Cool 
Stuff You Never Thought You Could Uncover 2-22-16

Frank Galchus, Ronna Gordon-Galchus and Seymour JamesEmilie Simone, Joe Carola, Kristen Dubowski Barba and Hilary Gingold

Hon. Darrell Gavrin, Michael Abneri, Allison Ageyeva and James PieretHilary Gingold and Spiros Tsimbinos

John Q. Barrett, Professor of Constitutional Law, St. John’s School of Law

Karl Pflanz, Paul Schechtman, Hilary Gingold, Spiros Tsimbinos and John Barrett

Hon. Thomas Raffaele, Laura Outeda, Adam Sasiadek, Sebastian Karczmarczyk,
Ann Barbargallo, Hon. Jeff Levin and Jim Pagano

Karl E. Pflanz, Deputy Chief Court Attorney, Appellate Division, 2nd Dept

Photos by Walter Karling

Recent  Significant  Decisions & Developments            from our Highest  Appellate Courts 10-30-18
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Paul Schechtman, Leading Criminal Law Practitioner and 
Professor of Law at Columbia Law School

Spiros Tsimbinos, Presenter of Recent Sifnificant Decisions and Developments from 
our Highest Appellate Courts

Lamont Bailey, Jawan Finley ,Seymour James, Juanita Wing and Hon. Howard Lane

Members of co-sponsoring association-Brandeis Assn.

Karl E. Pflanz-Deputy Chief Attorney, Appellate Division, 2nd Dept; Adrienne Williams-President, Queens County Womens Bar Assn; Paul Schechtman-Professor of Law at Columbia 
Law School; Hilary Gingold-President, Queens County Bar Assn; Spiros Tsimbinos; Jawan Finley-President, Macon B. Allen Black Bar Assn; John Q. Barrett-Professor of Constitutional 

Law of St. John’s Law School; John Saketos-Past President of Hellenic Lawyers Assn and Hector L. Santiago-Past President of Latino Lawyers Assn of Queens County.

Photos by Walter Karling

Recent  Significant  Decisions & Developments            from our Highest  Appellate Courts 10-30-18
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MEDIATION/SETTLEMENTS
SKILLED NEGOTIATOR
45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

PREPARATION OF BRIEF
CASE PRESENTATION/ARGUMENT

SETTLEMENT DISCUSSIONS
FOLLOW UP UNTIL RESOLUTION

Send me your select files
that are ready for mediation forum

HEAVY CASES ONLY

ROBERT P. ROVEGNO, ESQ.
ROVEGNO LAW, P.C.

600 OLD COUNTRY ROAD
SUITE 505

GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 11530
516-729-0033

Continue a Chocolate Tradition, or Start a New One

103-02 Metropolitan Ave.  Forest Hills, NY   Aignerchocolates.com  Open 7 Days a Week

DUFFY & POSCILLO AGENCY INC.
Court Bond Specialist

BONDS*BONDS*BONDS*BONDS
Administration • Appeal
Executor • Guardianship
Injunction • Conservator
Lost Instrument • Stay

Mechanics Lien
Plaintiff & Defendants Bonds

Serving Attorneys Since 1975Serving Attorneys Since 1975
Complete Bonding Facilities

1-800-841-8879
FAX: 516-741-6311

1 Birchwood Court  Mineola, NY 11501 (Across from Nassau County Courts)
NYC Location: 65 Broadway, Suite 1104, New York, NY 10006

www.duffybonds.com

IMMEDIATE SERVICE
WE KNOW THE VALUE OF YOUR TIME 
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On Thursday evening, October 
11, 2018, the Queens County Bar 
Association LGBT Committee and the 
Professional Development Committee 
presented a CLE Program on Name 
Change/Birth Certificate Changes at 
the Bar Association.  The panelists 
were Charlie Arrowood, the Director 
of Name and Gender Recognition for 
Transcend Legal and Noah E. Lewis, 
the Executive Director of Transcend 
Legal.  Michael Goldman of the LGBT 
Committee moderated the Program.
  
     The Program, which was very well 
attended, was truly remarkable, 
groundbreaking and instructive.  The 
panelists and moderator provided the 
attendees with a practical workshop 
providing training with respect to the 
processes of legally changing names 
and legal documents including birth 

certificates.  Topics covered also 
included the effort to legalize the 
use of "X" as a gender designation 
alongside "F" and "M."  The panelists 
and moderator provided the attendees 
with perspectives from both the courts 
and practitioners.  A detailed summary 
of the current state of the law was 
also presented.  Very importantly, the 
panelists provided vital tips about how 
to treat trans people with respect and 
support when navigating the often 
intimidating legal structure.

Those who attended this CLE Program 
now have a great deal of insight into 
how to effectively represent clients 
who wish to change their names and 
their gender on legal documents.

By John F. Duane
Chair, LGBT Committee

LGBT -
Professional Development 

Committees’ Seminar

Charlie Arrowood, Michael Goldman and Noah Lewis

HAVE YOU BEEN
INJURED ON THE JOB?

718.514.2244
FREE CONSULTATION

NEW YORK WORKERS’ COMPENSATION | SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY | PERSONAL INJURY
If you suffer a work-related injury or develop an illness or condition that prevents you from earning a living, 

your life will be turned upside down. Your instincts are to protect yourself and your family and you may wonder:

Do I have a case for compensation?
Do I have a right to file a workers’ compensation claim?

Am I eligible for Social Security benefits?

PYRROS & SERRES LLP • 31-19 NEWTOWN AVE,  5TH FLOOR ASTORIA,  NY 11102
BROOKLYN: 111 LIVINGSTON STREET,  SUITE 1928 BROOKLYN, NY 11201

BRONX: 149 EAST 149TH STREET,  BRONX, NY 10451.
718.514.2244 | WWW.NYLAW.NET | NEWCASECENTER@NYLAW.NET

CONTACT PYRROS & SERRES LLP: YOUR WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
& SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY LAWYERS
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ARCHITECTURE STUDIO
DESIGNER & ARCHITECT

William Gati, AIA
Principal Architect

We do Legalizations, Building Depar tment work, 
Cer t if icates of Occupancies,  etc. . .

The mission of Architecture Studio is to design f ine 
structures that are strong, beautiful and uti l i tarian. 
This is  achieved through computer-aided design and 

draf t ing, attention to details,  and a hands-on ap-
proach to construct ion administration.

718.805.2797
wgati@architecturestudio.com

architecturestudio.com
112-31 84th Avenue, Richmond Hill, NY 11418

              Business Valuation and Forensic Accounting for: 

 Equitable Distribution 

 Shareholder & Partnership Disputes 

 Estate and Gift Tax/Succession Planning 

 Financial Asset Tracing 

 Litigation Support/Expert Witness Testimony  

 Business Interruption and Lost Profit Analysis 

 Economic Damages - Personal Injury & Wrongful Death Cases 

 Retirement Assets Valuation and QDRO Services 

 
LONG ISLAND 
 (516) 364-3232 

NEW YORK CITY 
(212) 505-5770 

 
WESTCHESTER 
(914) 831-1555 
CONNECTICUT 
(203) 344-3200 

www.goKLG.com 
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QUEENS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
90-35 148th Street, Jamaica, New York 11435 ž (718) 291-4500 ž Fax: (718) 657-1789 ž WWW.QCBA.ORG

The Nominating Committee is accepting 
applications to serve on the 

Queens County Bar Association 
Board of Managers

Please take notice that those members who wish to be considered for nomination as Members of the Board of Managers of 
the Queens County Bar Association should submit written requests and resumes highlighting your activities in the Association 
prior to January 11, 2019.

Tentative meetings pursuant to the by-laws have been scheduled by the Nominating Committee on January 16, 2019 and 
finally on January 23, 2019.  The final meeting of the Committee will take place on January 30, 2019.  Said meetings are 
scheduled for 5:00 P.M. in the Board of Managers Room - in the Headquarters Building, 90-35 148th Street, Jamaica, N.Y. 

At those meetings you may present the names of the persons whom you desire to have considered by the Nominating 
Committee for nomination to offices to be filled at the Annual Meeting.  Hearings will be held at those times for that purpose 
pursuant to the by-laws.

Karina E. Alomar,
Secretary

Please submit your requests in writing to the attention of the:

Nominating Committee
Queens County Bar Association
90-35 148 Street
Jamaica, N.Y. 11435

The Annual Election of Officers and Managers will be held on March 1, 2019. The newly elected Officers and Managers will 
assume their duties on June 1, 2019. 

Dated: December 1, 2018
            Jamaica, NY 



16

DO YOU HAVE ESTATE CLIENTS THAT CALL 
EVERY DAY TO ASK WHEN THEY WILL 

RECEIVE THEIR INHERITANCE?

At ProbateADVANCE, we provide heirs with cash advances 
on their inheritance in as little as 2 business days

• Free to apply, no hidden fees
• Simple / straightforward process
• Guaranteed best pricing

We Can Help!

Website: www.probateadvance.com
Email: info@probateadvance.com

Phone: 1-800-959-1247

Contact us directly or pass our contact info to your clients

Some trades
are not as
good as they
first appear

Complimentary Portfolio Reviews • Fee Based Investment Management

Investment and Insurance Products > NOT FDIC Insured > No Bank Guarantee > May Lose Value

Investment products and services offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Netqork, LLC (WFAFN), 2018 Wells Fargo Advisors Member SIPC, a registerd
broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 2018 Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC. All rights reserved.

Philip Canzoneri
Senior Financial Advisor
550 W Old Country Road, Suite 405
Hicksville, NY 11801
516.605.2500
philip.canzoneri@wfafinet.com
wellsfargoadvisors.comwellsfargoadvisors.com
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Foreign nationals 
who are applying 
for H-1B visas may 
see some changes in 
the near future. The 
U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services 
are looking to change 
the way the H-1B visa 
lottery works. 

The lottery is used to randomly select 85,000 
petitions out of  the whole pool of  H-1B 
applicants every year to determine who will be 
granted an H-1B visa. The lottery system was 
set fourth in 2014 when the number of  H-1B 
petitions exceeded the annual limit. Currently 
there are two rounds in the lottery: (1) in the 
first round 20,000 visas are randomly chosen 
from a pool of  applicants with advanced 
degrees, the advanced degree applicants 
who were not chosen are then put into the 
pool of  the second round applicants; (2) in 
the second round 65,000 visas are randomly 
chosen from a pool of  applicants with at least 
a bachelor’s degree and the leftover advanced 

degree applicants. The current lottery system 
favors advanced degree applicants more. 

The overall number of  H-1B applicants has 
increased greatly over the years and the 
chances of  an applicant being selected has 
decreased. Under the proposed new lottery 
system, the first round of  visas would be given 
to 65,000 applicants randomly selected from 
the entire pool of  H-1B applicants. Then, in 
the second round 20,000 visas would be given 
to those applicants with advanced degrees 
that did not get selected in the first round. 

The new lottery system would require 
companies to electronically preregister. 
Employers would need to first register their 
workers, then submit the full H-1B petition 
once they are picked in the lottery. Requiring 
preregistration may increase the number 
of  applicants in the lottery poll because 
preregistration is a lot less work then 
submitting a full H-1B petition. The time given 
to H-1B applicants to submit their full petition 
after being selected in the lottery is unknown 
at the moment, but providing a reasonable 

amount of  time is crucial because employers 
will need enough time to prepare all of  the 
necessary documents. 

Under the new lottery system, H-1B applicants 
who will be selected in the lottery may no 
longer be totally “random”. The Department 
of  Homeland Security is thinking about 
giving priority to H-1B petitioners who are 
the most skilled and are the highest paid. 
This change can potentially effect smaller 
companies because they may not be able to 
pay high salaries such as those paid by larger 
companies. The allocation of  H-1B visas 
is consistent with President Trump’s “Buy 
American, Hire American” executive order, 
which was set forth to make sure that visas 
are given to the most skilled workers at the 
highest salary rates.

The new lottery system is for now only a 
proposal and it still has to go though the 
rulemaking process in order to be finalized. It 
is unsure if  this proposal will effect the H-1B 
visa lottery selection in April 2019. 

U.S. Immigration and Nationality Law
Dev@bandadlaw.com | www.bandadlaw.com | 718.361.5999 | Fax: 718.937.1222

Loyalty and Devotion to Carry You Through Your Case

U.S. Immigration & Nationality Law for New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Conneticut and the Entire U.S. and the World

QUEENS OFFICE: 186-09 Union Turnpike, 2nd Floor, Fresh Meadows, NY 11366
NYC OFFICE: 18E 41ST. 233 Broadway, Suite 2040 | The Woolworth Building, New York, NY 10279
INDIA OFFICE: Barton Centre, Suite 510, 84 M.G. Road Bangalore 560001, India | 080.308.93291
INDIA OFFICE: BLDG No 60, Ground Floor, Flat NO 2682 Ghandhi Nagar, Ahead of MIG Cricket Club

Bandra East, Mumbai 400051, India | 022.2640.1140 | (USA - India Line: 001.718.766.8606)

By Dev B. Viswanath, Esq. & Michael Phulwani, Esq.

Potential Changes to the
Visa Lottery of H-1B Visas
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Call Cheryl at 718.990.2027 for a quote today!
www.stjohns.edu/conference-services

SJU Conference Services

Event Spaces

Carnesecca Arena
Fixed Area Seating: 5,453

Perfect for: Graduation, Performance, Expo

Marillac Auditorium
Fixed Area Seating: 604

Perfect for: Lecture, Conference, Performance, Workshop

Marillac Terrace
Capacity: 492

Perfect for: Networking Event, Cocktail Party, Business Expo

Special Pricing for QCC Members!

“Modern Spaces, Easy Parking, Attentive, Caring Hosts”
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On October 7, 2018 we lost a Super Star in our profession. Mike practiced more than 57 
years and died still practicing law.  He was a graduate of Dartmouth College and Cornell Law 
School. He was Past President of the Queens County Bar Association, 1978-1979. He was 
Chairman of the Queens County Bar Association’s Family Law Committee for over 40 years. 
He was the first recipient of the Queens County Bar Association’s Academy of Law Award in 
recognition of his years of writing and lecturing on Family Law.

 In 1980 the Equitable Distribution Law was enacted in New York State. Every year 
since its passage Mike did a seminar reviewing the important cases of the year on that 
subject. His written materials gave an overview of all of the important cases on the subject. 
Experienced Matrimonial Attorneys used his materials for their primary research. Many times 
you did not have to go any further. Annually he and his son, David,  did a summary of new 
Family Law legislation and case law for the Queens County Bar Bulletin. 

 Michael’s reputation was not limited to Queens and Nassau Counties. It was New 
York State wide. In 2004 – 2006 Michael was appointed by Chief Judge Judith Kaye to serve 
on her New York State Divorce Commission.  Michael held various offices and was a long 
term member of the Board of Managers of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers.

 If you were fortunate enough to represent a spouse of one of Michaels’s clients 
you can attest to his knowledge, honesty and efficiency. Negotiations on one case I had 
with Mike resulted in an agreement about 6:00 P.M. in his office. He agreed to prepare the 
settlement agreement. I had it the next day.  
 After the love he had for his wife, Harriet, his son and daughter and his grandchildren, 
Mike had two passions, the practice of law and magic. He was a professional in both pursuits. 

 Michael was extremely generous with his time in helping the matrimonial bar to be 
the best it could be. Thank you Michael, You will be missed.

By: George J. Nashak Jr.

IN MEMORIAM
MICHAEL DIKMAN
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MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 

CANCER ∙ SURGERY ∙ BIRTH INJURY ∙ HOSPITAL NEGLIGENCE  
 

PERSONAL INJURY 
CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS ∙ AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS ∙ SLIP/TRIP and FALLS 

 
TRUST US WITH YOUR MEDICAL MALPRACTICE  

AND PERSONAL INJURY REFERRALS 

 
Silberstein, Awad & Miklos, P.C. 
600 Old Country Road, Garden City, NY 11530       ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

 
ROBERT A. MIKLOS 
 Medical Malpractice &  

Personal Injury Attorney 

CONTACT ROBERT NOW 
(516) 417-0744 

rmiklos@ask4sam.net 
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7. Our
Rich
Diversity
in our
Student
Body and
Faculty

8.
Safe
and

Nurturing

9. Students
Discover
their
Passions
and Soar

1. Our
Small Size =
Individual
Attention

1O REASONS WHY

3.
College Prep
Specialists

4. High
School
Regents
Courses
in Middle
School

6. Our Faith
Base Means
we Respect
each other’s
Beliefs

10.  59 Years of Educating for Life

Smart Choice.Small School.
Martin Luther School

5. College Credit
Courses in High School

2. Your
Smartest 
Investment
for a 
Long- Lasting
Advantage
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QUEENS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
90-35 148 STREET w  JAMAICA, N.Y.  11435 

Tel: (718) 291-4500  w   Fax: (718) 657-1789  w   Website: www.qcba.org 
 

I hereby apply for membership to the Queens County Bar Association: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Print Full Name)                                                                                                                                    (Date of Birth) 
 
Residence:  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                         (Street) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(City or Town)                                                                      (State)                                                               (Zip + 4) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Phone)                                        (Fax)                                        (E-Mail)                                        (Website) 
 
Firm Affiliation: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
                            (Street) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(City or Town)                                                                     (State)                                                                 (Zip + 4) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Phone)                                       (Fax)                                          (E-Mail)                                         (Website) 
 
Mailing Address:     Residence  ¨          Office  ¨ 
 
Admitted to Practice on the ____________________ day of _________________________ in the year of _______________ 
 
by the ______________________________ Judicial Dept. _____________________________________________________ 
 
College: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
               (Name)                                                                                                                     (Degree)                               (Year) 
 
Law School: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                     (Name)                                                                                                                (Degree)                               (Year) 
 
Have you ever applied for membership in this Bar Association? _________________________________________________ 
 
Please indicate preference for committee participation, i.e. Torts, Surrogate’s Court, Family Law, Criminal Court, etc. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________                              _______________________________________________________ 
                         Date                                                                                             Signature of Applicant 
 
$340 per year for Sustaining Membership (optional); $290 per year for applicants admitted more than 10 years; $215 per year 
for applicants admitted 5 years but less than 10 years; $125 per year for applicants admitted less than 5 years but more than 1 
year; applicants admitted less than 1 year are free; $50 per year for Associate Membership - office in other than First or 
Second Department; free for student applicants.  Applicants working for a city/state agency (Judges, Corporation Counsel, 
Legal Aid, Queens Legal Services, Law Secretaries, et. al.) take 30% off from regular rate.  18B Assigned Counsel Plan 
Members pay 20% less than their respective rate. Applicants that are members of another Queens bar group, that have never 
been members of the QCBA, dues are prorated 30% less for their first year’s dues, 15% for their second year’s dues and by 
the third year paying regular rate. 
 

 
 

 
ADDRESS CHANGES 

In order to keep our listings up to date, please advise us of any changes in your address, telephone and fax numbers, email or 
website.  Forward information to our office: 
 

QUEENS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
90-35 148th Street, Jamaica, N.Y.  11435  Attn:  Mr. Arthur N. Terranova 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

$350 $300 $225
$135

$60



23

SCO Family of Services, a leading provider of 
social services, health care and mental health 
services to vulnerable populations, celebrated 
the opening of the newly revitalized courtyard 
at El Camino Inn, a family shelter in Queens. 
The renovation project was sponsored by Zara 
Realty, a housing provider in Queens and 
Long Island, as a way to give back to the com-
munity.

SCO hosted a cider social on November 13 for 
residents, neighbors, and civic leaders to tour 
the newly renovated space that includes new 
landscaping, seating areas, picnic tables, and a 
covered pergola.  Special guests included As-
sembly Member David Weprin.  
 
“We are grateful to the team at Zara for help-
ing to transform our courtyard into a welcom-
ing, year-round outdoor space for the families 
in residence,” remarked Keith M. Little, Ex-
ecutive Director of SCO Family of Services. 

“This revitalized area offers residents a more 
home-like environment where they can social-
ize and spend quality time with one another.” 
 
“The Zara Realty family is deeply committed 
to this community, where we live and work. 
We consider this donation to be an invest-
ment in our neighbors and in the future,” said 
Anthony Subraj, Vice President of Zara Re-
alty. “We are proud to partner with SCO on 
this important project, which will improve the 
lives of El Camino residents and help support 
them as they look ahead to the next chapter for 
themselves and their families.”
 
Zara Realty Financial Controller Amir Sobhraj 
added, “Providing a comforting environment 
for El Camino residents is very important to 
the vital mission that SCO is carrying out 
here. As a local company with deep roots in 
Jamaica, this project is close to all our hearts. 
I want to thank SCO for the work they do and 

offer my hope that the residents enjoy these 
beautiful new amenities.”
 
SCO’s El Camino Inn provides adult families 
with safe, temporary housing. The shelter of-
fers a variety of on-site support services, in-
cluding job readiness and medical and mental 
health services.
 
SCO Family of Services helps New Yorkers 
build a strong foundation for the future. They 
get young children off to a good start, launch 
youth into adulthood, stabilize and strengthen 
families and unlock potential for children and 
adults with special needs. 

Zara shares in this mission by providing their 
tenants with safe, clean, affordable places to 
live. They run tenant appreciation events year 
round, and give back to the community by en-
hancing local schools and non-profit organiza-
tions through volunteerism and sponsorships.

Zara Realty | (718) 291-3331
166-07 Hillside Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11432

SCO Family of Services and Zara Realty
Celebrate Opening of Courtyard

for Shelter Residents

SCO and Zara Realty create a welcoming space for
families who are experiencing homelessness.

Sponsored Content
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