February 2026 Observances
Black History Month (Civic and Social Literacy)
Description: Black History Month focuses on the history of People of Color in American history. Education focuses on civil rights and the struggle for social, economic, and political freedom.  
Black History Month Graphic:
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG6eF3zNKo/cSwQnB1-29V5rxGvOgI1rA/edit?utm_content=DAG6eF3zNKo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton

Hash Tags & Social Media
#BlackHistoryMonth #CivilRights
Sample Posts: 
February is Black History Month. Did you know PA Residents have free access to the Black Freedom Struggle database? Primary sources can connect us directly with our nation’s history. Check out this resource and other tools from PowerLibrary at [Library].
--
Black History is American History. During Black History Month, [Library] will be highlighting a collection of resources about the important work done by Black Americans across all of American History. Stop in today!

Newsletter Content:
Black History Month is an annual celebration dedicated to recognizing the achievements, resilience, and cultural contributions of African Americans throughout U.S. history. It grew out of “Negro History Week,” established in 1926 by historian Carter G. Woodson to bring attention to the role of Black people in shaping the nation. Observed every February, the month honors figures such as Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and countless others whose courage advanced civil rights, social justice, and artistic expression.
Black History Month encourages reflection on ongoing struggles and progress toward equality. Libraries and other organizations celebrate Black culture and uplift contemporary voices that continue to build Black history and culture. By calling attention to past accomplishments and present challenges, Black History Month serves as a reminder of the importance of inclusion, representation, and the continued pursuit of justice.
With the state’s POWERLibrary Collection, users can experience history hands-on through the Black Freedom Struggle database. Primary sources include letters from Harriet Tubman, correspondence and legal documents about the Little Rock desegregation project, and more. At [Library], we are celebrating Black History Month by highlighting our collection of books on Black civil rights leaders, inventors and scientists, and artists and authors. Our collection includes works by [Black Authors] and a varety of books on Black history for all ages.

Additional Resources:
Black History Month Digital Tool Kit, National Museum of African American History and Culture: https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/moments/black-history-month/digital-toolkit
Black Freedom Struggle, Database provided by PowerLibrary: https://blackfreedom.proquest.com/
Black History Month: http://blackhistorymonth.gov



National Toothache Day February 9 (Health Literacy)
Description: National Toothache Day is a painful reminder of the importance of dental care. 
National Toothache Graphic: 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG6eOaUPkU/LM1Vb380aJQbSaxb-0E2oQ/edit?utm_content=DAG6eOaUPkU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
Hashtags & Social Media: 
#Toothache #Ouch #NationalToothAcheDay
Sample Posts: 
Ouch! It’s National Toothache day – a painful reminder to schedule your regular checkup and keep your teeth looking and feeling good!
Newsletter Content:
February 9 is National Toothache Day. The day is a reminder that dental care is an important part of overall health. Toothaches are most frequently caused by tooh decay, as cavities can get deep enough to impact the sensitive layers of a tooth. Gum disease and other factors can cause tooth pain as well.
In addition to regular checkups, dentists recommend fostering good dental hygiene habits. The American Dental Association recommends brushing twice a day for two minutes, and avoiding sugary beverages and snacks that can feed bacteria and make tooth decay worse.
[Library] has great resources on how to talk to kids about tooth care. Developing good dental habits at an early age can ensure lifelong healthy teeth. We also provide great resources on topics like tooth decay and gum disease.

Additional Resources:
American Dental Association: https://www.ada.org/resources/ada-library/oral-health-topics/home-care



Home Warranty Day February 10 (Financial Literacy)
Description: Home Warranty Day highlights the importance of home maintenance, including warranties and insurance that can help lower costs to homebuyers in the case of damage to the home. 
Home Warranty Graphic: 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG6eFs0qQs/RJDqHkiaK5P1prP7Q8Cq6Q/edit?utm_content=DAG6eFs0qQs&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
Hashtags & Social Media: 
#HomeMaintenance #FinancialLiteracy 
Sample Posts: 
It’s home warranty day! Taking care of a home can be difficult, and unexpected costs can really put a dent in personal funds. Stay on top of things and learn more about how home warranties work. 
--

Buyer beware! A home warranty may not be helpful against poltergeists or boggarts, but they can help replace a fridge or air conditioning unit.

Newsletter Content:
February 10 is Home Warranty Day. Caring for a home is a great example of practical financial literacy. Home Warranties can help protect the mechanical systems, structure, or equipment that comes when buying a home. A warranty is similar to insurance, but the coverage is only provided for certain components of a home when it is purchased.
Caring for a home requires a lot more than just a warranty, and [library] can help. We can provide resources on purchasing a home, deciding if a home warranty if right for you, and learning how to maintain and repair common systems. 
Additional Resources:
Consumer Reports: Is buying a home warranty worth it? https://www.consumerreports.org/money/homeowners-insurance/is-buying-a-home-warranty-worth-it-a1160643417/



Walk Your Dog Day February 22 (Basic Literacy)
Description: A day to get out and enjoy light execise with your favorite pup.
Walk Your Dog Graphic: 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG6eOlc3bY/CLRbzH2yUwZgdHV8GPhlrw/edit?utm_content=DAG6eOlc3bY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
Hashtags & Social Media:  
#DogWalking
Sample Posts: 
It’s National Walk Your Dog Day! Walking your pup is a great way to bond and support good health, no matter how many feet you have.
--
Take a nice stroll to celebrate National Walk Your Dog Day! Walking with a pet has great benefits. May we suggest listening to an audiobook as you stroll?


Newsletter Content:
National Walk Your Dog Day, celebrated each year on February 22, is a fun reminder of the importance of getting outside and moving with our four-legged friends. Regular walks aren’t just a chance for dogs to stretch their legs—they provide essential physical exercise, mental stimulation, and social interaction. For owners, it’s also a simple way to build healthier habits and enjoy a peaceful break from busy routines.
[Library] offers a great selection of audiobooks to enjoy while out on a walk. Even a short walk can reduce stress and build physical health too. Walking with a dog has additional benefits, like establishing trust and bonding.
Remember, pet safety is important! Leashing your dogs is a great way to keep them safe from unexpected situations. [Library] has books and resources on animal safety and training help to make sure both dogs and humans have a great relationship for life.

Additional Resources:
ASPCA: 9 Tips to get the most out walks with your dog: https://www.aspca.org/news/9-tips-get-most-out-walks-your-dog
World Spay Day February 24 (Information Literacy)
Description: World Spay Day highlights the importance of pet health and safety, including spaying and neutering animals.
World Spay Day Graphic: 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG6eOfE4ug/Yu1KPe_Gfu2KaT5fdF2fKg/edit?utm_content=DAG6eOfE4ug&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
Hashtags & Social Media: 
#SpayNotStray #Spay #Neuter
Sample Posts: 
It’s World Spay Day.  Did you know just ONE unspayed cat can increase the population by over 10,000 descendants in just four years? Spaying animals is an important step in protecting wildlife and ensuring your pet is healthy and safe too. Learn more with our books on animal health at [Library]
--
Those stray animals in the neighborhood cause a lot more trouble than you think. On World Spay Day, we’re saying Yes to Spays and No to Strays!

Newsletter Content:
February 27 is World Spay Day. Spaying pets is one of the most effective ways to promote their long-term health and well-being. Spay procedures help prevent serious medical issues like uterine infections and certain types of cancer. Proper reproductive care can increase a pet’s lifespan and quality of life,  and can reduce unwanted behaviors driven by reproductive hormones.  
Spaying plays a crucial role in addressing pet overpopulation. Every year, shelters are overwhelmed with animals in need of homes, and reducing accidental litters is a powerful step toward easing that strain. By choosing to spay their pets, owners are not only caring for their own animals but also contributing to a more compassionate and sustainable community for all.
Spayed pets also reduce the wild animal population. Domestic cats are actually considered an invasive species, due to the substantial impact they have on local bird populations. 
If you’d like to learn more about keeping your pets happy and healthy, visit the library to check out our collection of pet care books. 
Additional Resources:
ASPCA: Spay/Neuter your pet: https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/spayneuter-your-pet
Persemus Foundation: How spaying and neutering affect health: https://www.parsemus.org/project/how-spaying-and-neutering-affect-health/



National Pokémon Day February 27 (Basic Literacy)
Description: Pokemon is a popular game played by all ages! 
National Pokémon Day Graphic: 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG6efQiFgo/EC4vw0mWCtfjutuxUyGT5w/edit?utm_content=DAG6efQiFgo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
Hashtags & Social Media: 
#Pokémon 
Sample Posts: 
It’s National Pokémon Day, and together we can catch ‘em all! Playing Pokémon can help kids read, learn math, and even improve critical thinking. We choose you, Pikachu!
--
Can't tell a Diglett from a hole in the ground? We’ve got you covered! It's National Pokémon Day and we have all the books and guides you need!

Newsletter Content:
February 27 is National Pokémon Day. Pokémon was invented in 1996 and has grown into a vast empire of video games, card games, and cartoon and live-action movies. The game centers on the idea of wild animals known as Pokémon, which can be fought and collected by trainers.
The Pokémon games are appropriate for all ages and feature a variety of literacy-friendly skills. Trainers can study their Pokémon's stats and make decisions on how to beat other Pokémon. Most games also include a variety of puzzles to be solved, which increased logic and critical thinking skills. Many Pokémon are based on real life animals, including exotic-looking animals like pangolin, axolotl, and dugongs.
[Library] offers a variety of Pokémon related books to help gamers of all ages get started. 

Additional Resources:
Pokémon Official Website: https://www.pokemon.com/us

