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Membership 
Information

Crochet Guild of America 
is a nonpro� t, member 
organization. National 
membership includes a 
subscription to Crochet!
magazine with a Chain Link
insert. Annual dues are 
$35 (U.S.), $42 (Canada 
and Mexico), $50 (all other 
international addresses) and 
$100 (corporate). Dues may 
be paid by check or money 
order in U.S. funds only, 
payable to Crochet Guild of 
America.

Mailing address: CGOA, 
1100-H Brandywine Blvd., 
Zanesville, OH 43701-7303 
Phone: (740) 452-4541 
email: CGOA@crochet.org

Address corrections: 
Send your mailing label with 
corrections clearly marked to 
the address above.

Copyright information: 
All items submitted to Chain 
Link become the prop-Link become the prop-Link
erty of CGOA. Chain Link is Chain Link is Chain Link
copyrighted by the Crochet 
Guild of America. All rights 
reserved except where other 
copyright notice is given. 
Please write for permission 
to reprint articles.

Welcome New CGOA Chapters!

Sun Basic Hookers 
(Soap Lake, Wash.)

Longmont Yarn Shoppe Crochet 
Guild (Longmont, Colo.)

CGOA Chapters!
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Find a chapter in your area: www.e-of� nger.net/cgoa/public/chaptersearch.cfmwww.e-of� nger.net/cgoa/public/chaptersearch.cfmwww.e-of� nger.net/cgoa/public/chaptersearch.cfm

The Jean Leinhauser Crochet Hall of Fame
By Kimberly K. McAlindin

Rita Weiss is the 2013 inductee into The Jean 
Leinhauser Crochet Hall of Fame. 

Rita Weiss is an author, designer and teacher 
whose name has become a household word 
in the � elds of knitting, crochet, quilting and 
cross-stitch. As founder and head of the Dover 
Publications needlework division for many years, 
Rita became known as an expert in thread crochet 
and quilting.

As executive vice president of the American 
School of Needlework, she produced publications 
including knitting, crocheting, quilting and 
embroidery, as well as many other needle arts. She 
served as president of the International Quilting 
Association, chairman of the Craft Yarn Council 
of America’s Crochet Marketing Committee and 
president of the Crochet Guild of America. 

Author of more than 50 books in the needle 
arts, she has taught and lectured both in the 
United States and in Europe, and she is often 
called upon to judge competitions. 

Rita, who has been married for many years to 
a man who has never objected to � nding yarn 
in his soup, lives in Escondido, Calif. She is the 
mother of three daughters, mother-in-law of three 
magni� cent sons-in-law, and the grandmother of 
four boys and one delightful little girl.

When I � rst met Rita Weiss, she was sitting at 
the table at Professional Development Day. She 
was wearing the most beautiful crocheted robe, 

a really breathtakingly beautiful piece. I got a bit 
closer during one of the breaks and on her CGOA 
badge was the sparkliest, most awesome pin 
which read “OLD BROADS RULE.”

You cannot speak of the needle arts without 
Rita’s name coming up. When I spoke with her to 
tell her the news of her induction, she was—are 
you ready for this—speechless! Rita will be at 
the fall CGOA Conference to accept her induction 
gift. If you were not planning on attending the 
conference, you really have a reason to come now!


