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Dear Friends,
Vision
ACSO envisions thriving,

inclusive orchestras that
serve and uplift their

| am proud to share the Association of California Symphony Orchestra’s (ACSO)
first annual Impact Report, highlighting how our work this past year strengthened
orchestras and music organizations—and the thousands of staff, musicians, board
members, and volunteers who bring music to communities across California and

communities.
the Western United States.
MiSSion 2024-25 was a year of meaningful internal growth as we invested in ACSO'’s long-
ACSO provides term resilience. We completed the first year of our five-year : L ,
updated our , and undertook a major transition to

leadership, knowledge-
building, advocacy, and
connection to expand the
vitality and impact of the
orchestra and broader
music community.

a new database and website to better serve our members.

Even more significant, however, was the impact we made across the wider
orchestra ecosystem. In January, when the fires struck Los Angeles, we quickly
created a website to support performing arts workers in need.
In the spring, we joined statewide advocates to successfully preserve the $11.5
million Performing Arts Equitable Payroll Fund. In the summer, we convened more
va’ues than 270 professionals at our annual conference for learning, inspiration, and
Integrity & Authenticity connection. Throughout the year, we expanded programs and services across all

) areas—resulting in a 17% increase in member engagement.
People & Service

Connecting & Belonging  As you explore this report, | hope you feel
Equity, Dive as inspire.d as | do bY what our music
Inclusion & Access community accomplished together. Your
support, partnership, and participation
make this work possible. Thank you for
your dedication to ACSO and to the
orchestras and music organizations that
enrich lives in every corner of California.

Learning & Sharing

With gratitude,

ACSO Executive Director Sarah Weber donates

her violin to Director of Education and

Sarah Weber Community Engagement Alex Chu at the
ACSO Executive Director Pasadena Symphony’s Instrument Drive,
January 2025



https://growthzonecmsprodeastus.azureedge.net/sites/2222/2025/03/ACSO-Strategic-Framework-2024-2029.pdf
https://growthzonecmsprodeastus.azureedge.net/sites/2222/2025/08/ACSO-Equity-and-Inclusion-Commitment-6-23-25.pdf
https://www.acso.org/wildfire-resources/

MEMBERSHIP COMMUNITY

125 2,600

Orchestras & Individual
Music Orgs Members &
throughout Individuals

California and the Connected through

Western U.S. their Organizations

LEARNING & CONNECTING

30 Colleagues shared ideas and support
at 27 virtual peer forum meetings.

Orchestra professionals learned and
3 9 1 connected at webinars, workshops,

confabs, meetups, and retreats.

2 7 1 Delegates gathered in Costa Mesa for
the 2025 Annual Conference

INFORMATION SHARING

50 Editions of ACSO eNews and other eblasts

400 100

Concert Calendar Listings | Career Center Jobs Postings

19 60

Blog Posts Member News Social Posts

45

Requests fulfilled for data, | Views of LA Wildfire Resources
information, & resources

1 1 Awards Presented to Remarkable Individuals

Organizational
Member Map



The 2025 Annual Conference brought together over 270
orchestra professionals to Costa Mesa in August for three days
of learning, inspiration, and connection. Hosted by Pacific
Symphony, the event featured breakout sessions, peer forums,
and idea exchanges on topics ranging from video game music
and audience surveys to tech tools, board governance,
strategic planning, and the role of conservatories in shaping
the canon. GRAMMY award-winning pianist Michelle Cann
and behavioral scientist Dr. Tasha Golden delivered powerful
keynotes that uplifted and challenged the field.

CONFERENCE SURVEY RESPONSES

learned new skills found content felt welcomed A

or information relevant to their role AUGUST 7=9

*COSTA MESA

HILTON ORANGE COUNTY/COSTA MESA

FOR DETAILS & REGISTRATION VISIT: ACS0.0RG/CONFERENCE

What was your favorite part about the 2025 ACSO Conference?

“Meeting with colleagues who could . “It was a terrific opportunity to learn!”
answer difficult questions.” ' 1

“Seeing my staff and board members realize Meeting new-folks and learning about
other orchestras.”

how they have much to contribute to the field, 2
and learn from the ﬂ Id.”

'!TI
“H(”‘hg H‘en ccmversations with other members about strategies
and ideas...learning t’o survivi Fhalllenging times.”
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Pacific Symphony Youth
Ensembles Saxophone Choir
performs at Conference
Opening Plenary




We asked Conference attendees:
What keeps you passionate about working in the performing arts?
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ACSO President Scott Vandrick
presents the ACSO Legacy
Award to Pacific Symphony
Music Director Carl St.Clair

Hutchins Consort performs at
Conference Closing Plenary

" Emerging Pfofessfonals Brown Bag Lunch




Youth Orchestra Confab

Bringing youth orchestra leaders together to create
opportunities for the next generation of musicians.

On March 28, 24 youth orchestra leaders gathered in
San Luis Obispo for a day of learning and networking
(and axe-throwing!) Discussion topics included
growing scholarship funds, designing gender-inclusive
policies, board diversity, best practices in social media,
recruiting music directors, and centering the student
perspective.

2025 ACSO Youth Confab

“Sometimes it feels like I'm working in a silo, but being at the ACSO Youth Orchestra Confab
and hearing from peers with similar experiences makes me feel seen and reminds me that
we're all in this together."

~ Nadia Liu, Executive Director, Young People's Symphony Orchestra
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Webinars

ot pcSO ™ ACSO Webinar
Building capacity though training and professional development.

¥
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R Fors soous. s, nvsprncs ACSO presented 6 webinars for 176 attendees, with content
focused on fundraising, government relations, CA employment

law (AB5), and optimizing and building more inclusive boards.

Peer Forums

Keeping the conversation and connection going year-round.

ACSO organized 27 Virtual Peer Forum meetings for 307
attendees across 12 constituency groups such as Orchestra CEOs,
Artistic Leaders, Board Members, Community Orchestra Leaders,
Development Staff, and Marketing Staff (pictured left).

“Virtual peer forums build community, support, and reassurance.”

~ Zen Edwards, Executive Director, Baroque Music Festival Corona del Mar



2024-25 Programs and Services

Orchestra CEO Retreat

Supporting and valuing orchestra leaders.

Eighteen orchestra leaders gathered in in Big Sur on January
13, in partnership with the Monterey Symphony and the Big
Sur Land Trust, to examine the orchestra business model,
strengthen board development, and offer peer-to-peer
learning and support.

2025 Orchestra CEO Retreat

Advocacy

Giving orchestras and music organizations a seat at the table.

! ACSO and nine member orchestras gathered with hundreds of
Y B statewide arts colleagues in Sacramento for Arts Advocacy Day
R N on April 22. We rallied in solidarity and met with lawmakers to

champion public funding and support for the arts.

In the spring, ACSO advocated as part of a statewide coalition
® 0  to successfully protect $11.5 million for the Performing Arts
| Equitable Payroll Fund.

ACSO Awards

-::-,:.
ACSO celebrated remarkable individuals for their meaningful [ o
contributions to the orchestra field through four awards: Most > S "
Valuable Player (MVP) Volunteer Award, Executive Leadership Award, 2 ﬁ:f i
Emerging Professional Award, and Young Musician Leadership Award. = %
Eleven outstanding individuals were honored at ACSO’s 2025 Annual it

Meeting for their innovation, fearlessness, and the deep sense of
service they bring to their work.

Click to Read About the
2025 ACSO Award Winners
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https://members.acso.org/blog/Details/acso-announces-2025-award-winners-275667
https://members.acso.org/blog/Details/acso-announces-2025-award-winners-275667
https://members.acso.org/blog/Details/acso-announces-2025-award-winners-275667

ACSO is grateful for the generous individuals whose support helps us deliver essential programs
and services to our music community.

Jamei Haswell & Mack Schwing

Donna Williams

Jeri Crawford
Sharon Simpson
Scott Vandrick & Tony Foster

Nora Brady
Giuliano Kornberg
Elizabeth Shribman
John Wineglass

Alessandra Aquilanti
Roger Best

Tim Beswick

Dr. Robert & Denise Bourne
Corinne Byrd

Chelsea Chambers
Nancybell Coe

Patrick & Mary Dirk

Dr. Kevin Eberle-Noel
John & Michelle Forsyte
Loribeth Gregory-Beck
Dr. Mieko Hatano

Ron La Bruzzo

Saul Levine, K-Mozart

Alan Mason & Timothy Rodrigues

Paul Meecham
Judith F. Posnikoff
Sean & Lisa Sutton
Amanda Wu Chroust

Jenny Darlington-Person
Deborah B. Lewis

Akilah Morgan

Ellen Armour Stein

Aubrey Bergauer

Garth Bixler

Connor Bogenreif
Barbara Faulkner
Michael Gordon

Dean McVay

Michelle Horowitz
Arthur Ong & Ginger Sun

Nicola Reilly

Michael Remson & Glen Hilton
Andrew Rios

Jonathan Rios

Renee Rymer

Edie Van Huss

Sarah Weber

Kate Akos & Harry Jacobs
Todd Aldrich

Ben Cadwallader

Bryan Coryell

Major Brian Dix

James & Kathy Drummy
Kathy Hart

Mary James

Cristine Kelly

Joel Krajewski

Nuri Kye

Marianne LaCrosse
Sharon McNalley
Catherine Heitz New
Caroline Nickel
Alexandra Opsahl

Joyce Osborn

Bryan Roach

Sara & Phil Salsbury
Alice Sauro

Bob & Suellen Swaney
Dwight Tate, on behalf of
Riverside Philharmonic
Bonnie Weber

Stephen Wilson

Marie Yang

Tara Aesquivel
Anonymous

Arts in River Park
Samuel Balimbin
Cindy Bandel
Sharon Beckman
Leni Boorstin
William Bracken
Andrew Bradford
Tod Brody

Andy Brown
Anne Brown
Linda Burroughs
Cristina Cadavid
Barbara Celli

Kathy Cencirulo
Nancy Chalifour

Lee Coduti

Dan Cooperman
Caroleen Cosand
John Cross

Renee Cunning
Caroline Eidsten Dahl
Marjorie Darlington
Sunshine Deffner
Alexa Dieterle
William Doolittle
Carmina Eylar

Issy Farris

Matthew Faulkner
Betty Ferris

Patricia Fink

Joel Ginsberg

Sue Greenway

Alex Groth

Rami Hindiyeh
Jeffrey Holt

Katie Horak

Rei Hotoda

Lacey Huszcza

Peter Jaffe

Eileen Jeannette
Sharen Jeffries
Nancy Jenkins
Mireya Asturias & Larry Jones
Emily Kubitskey
Nadia Liu

Lynne Ludeke
Theresa Madeira
Robert Massey
Margie Masterson
Carol McCormick
James Medvitz
Sheree Meyer
Michael Michael Cohrs
Natasha Miller-Zahn
Rachel & Alex Morot
Dr. Myles Lee

Emily Neveu

Daniel Ohgi
Orchestra Santa Monica
Nikki Palley

Gary Payne

Jennifer Pedroza
Jeff Phillips

Ravi Rajan

Ron Ramin

Emily Rankin

Gary Reece

Jessica Rivera

John Robinson

Lee & Shirley Rosen
Kelly Ruggirello

Stephen Salts

Phillip & Kiki Schlosberg
Andrew Sewell

Lois and Doug Sheppard
David Shribman & Cynthia
Skrzycki

Stephanie Snyder
Natalia Staneva

Clifton Swanson
Edward Sweeney
Stephen Turk

Tanya Vandrick & Casey Wells
Diane Vigil

Ann Yvonne Walker
Julia Ward

Scott Watkins

Peter Wilson

Henry Wirz

Lily Wu

Daniel Zimardi

Terri & Larry Zinkiewicz

Larry Allen
Christian Amonson
Megan Anderson
Julie Askew
Caroline Bamforth
Carlo Benedetti
Keven Brown

Luisa Cariaga

Amy Carson-Dwyer
Alex Chu

Lee Cioppa
Thomas Conlin
Renee Cooper
Gerald Craft
Robert Darlington
Jefferson DeMarco
Donna Di Grazia
Andrew Dobay
Phillip Doolittle
Andrew Dubowski



Susan Feldman

Gail Foor

Jason Frazier

Sheri Frumkin

Inga Funck

Noreen Green
Stephan Wolfgang Haas
Chris Hammaker
Bryan Hardester
Allen Hatch

Katie Colleen Hickey
Laine Himmelmann
Andrew Jamshidi
Morgan Skyes Jaybush
Linda Jensen
Jennifer Kampani
Kimberly Kebler
Roger Knacke
Michael Kneller
Roger Lebow & Wendy Schorr
Christa Lorenz

Mark Mariscal
Kathryn R Martin
Christopher Matthews
Andrew MclIntosh
Mitch Menchaca

Dr. Ronald Miller
David Milnes

Alex Nelson

Dr. Giulio Ongaro
Edward Phillips
Patricia Pipkin

Lyn & John Pohlmann
Cynthia Shilkret
Elena Sloman

Kermit Springstead
Nancy Stephenson
Monique Stevenson
Gregorio Taniguchi
Brian Taylor

Alice Tutunjian
Michael Uhlenkott
Ruben Valenzuela
Brenda Jew Waters
Stephanie Weaver
LaMae Weber

Becky Whatley
Stephanie Wu

ACSO is thankful to the foundations, companies, and
institutions whose investment strengthens California’s
orchestras and the communities they serve.
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Corporate Sponsors
AMS Planning & Research

Arts Consulting Group
Accountingware

The Bopp Montalvo Group at
Morgan Stanley

BMI

Bank of America

CalNonprofits

Classical California

Cuebox Software

Culture OC

Curtis Artist Management

Dream Warrior Group/ ARTdynamix
easy-connect

Instant Encore

Kathryn R Martin - Next Chapter Coach
Liebert Cassidy Whitmore

Ludus

Luigi - Arts Management Software
Monterey Symphony

Notation Al

Opus 3 Artists

Orange County Community Foundation
Pacific Symphony

RSC Associates

Santa Rosa Symphony

Sounding Point

Symphony.live

Volgistics

We Mail for You, Inc.

Young Concert Artists
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Funders

California Arts Council

Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation
Los Angeles County Arts & Culture
Perenchio Foundation

Partners

Arts Orange County

Deerfield Ranch Winery

Gary Payne Photography
Orange County Museum of Arts
San Francisco Classical Voice
Segerstrom Center for the Arts
Viking River Cruises

To support ACSO, scan the
QR code or visit

to make a donation.



2024-2025 ACSO Board of Directors

Scott Vandrick, President

Chelsea Chambers, Vice President
Elizabeth Shribman, Treasurer
Amanda Wu Chroust, Secretary
Alessandra Aquilanti

Ellen Armour Stein

Jessica Bejarano

Connor Bogenreif

The network,
the voice,
J and the forum f.
: classical mu:
in the west,

a. C S 0 ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAS

Empowering Our Music Communify

Mailing Address
PO BOX 71439
Los Angeles, CA 90071

Physical Address
633 West 5th Street, Floor 34
Los Angeles, CA 90071

Phone: 800-495-2276
Email: office@acso.org

WWW.acs0.0rg
EIN: 23-7047085

Connor Bogenreif Giuliano Kornberg
Nora Brady Ron La Bruzzo
Jenny Darlington-Person Paul Meecham
Dr. Kevin Eberle-Noel Akilah Morgan
Loribeth Gregory-Beck Michael Remson
Jamei Haswell Jonathan Rios
Dr. Mieko Hatano Donna Williams
John Wineglass
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ACSO Board Meeting, October 2024, The Music Center, Los Angeles

ACSO Staff

Caroline Bamforth, Conference & Programs Manager

Julia Dean, Marketing & Operations Coordinator

Elly Khotim, Communications Coordinator

Alicia Miller, Intern

Alex Opsahl, Member Engagement & Development Manager
Sarah Weber, Executive Director


http://www.acso.org/

