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ATTACHMENT A

SBHA Principles & Goals for School Based Health Centers

SBHA established seven fundamental principles for school-based health centers (SBHC)
that set a national standard for the field. The principles provide guidelines by which to
benchmark programs, define the essential elements of a SBHC, and provide a framework
for accountability and continuous improvement.

The principles are useful for planning, needs assessment, implementation, evaluation, and
continuous quality improvement. They should be used as a building block at every level -
local, state, and national.
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The SBHC is built upon mutual respect and collaboration between the school and the health
provider to promote the health and educational success of school-aged children.

ǒ Understands and respects accountability within the educational system.
ǒ Works with the school administration to develop and achieve a shared vision.
ǒ Communicates the vision to all school constituencies including teachers, support

staff, students, and parents.
ǒ Build collaborative and mutually respectful relationships with school personnel.
ǒ Identifies community resources that provide support to students and

promote successful learning.
ǒ Serves as a resource in times of school crisis and community disasters.
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The SBHC is developed and operates based on continual assessment of local assets and
needs.

ǒ Assesses child and adolescent health care needs and available resources in
the community through formal evaluation methods.

ǒ Informs the community of student health needs and trends.
ǒ Solicits community input to address unmet health needs and to support the operations

of the program.
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APPENDIX  
    This guide provides information, not legal advice. 
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APPENDIX L:  
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