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Above and Beyond Winterizing your Home
Jeff Brinkman, Owner/Adjuster, Brinkman Claim Service, LLC

It is getting closer to that time of year when Minnesota nice does not apply to the weather. By
November, we Minnesotan’s are used to encountering ice, snow, freezing temperatures and high winds,
all of which cause cold air to penetrate our clothing, footwear and also our homes.

Thieves tend to monitor homes in the winter for inactivity and determine the location of their next
“shopping spree”.

This is also the time many of us have planned our leave of absence to escape winter for a week, a month
and even the entire season. That being the case, we need to remember our homes and property remain left
behind. We tend to take our plumbing and heating systems for granted, assuming they will function flawlessly
as they always have, as long as they are checked from time to time or winterized.

We also tend to think our door locks make our home inaccessible.

However, just like humans, mechanical and plumbing systems all make mistakes. Mechanical and boiler
systems are susceptible to power outages, electrical surges, electronic failure and numerous other hazards that
can interrupt or halt the heating of the home, causing substantial pipe freezing and water leakage. In theft cases,
unoccupied homes can be easily entered and emptied of valuable property within minutes without detection.

In order to minimize the chances of a costly heating failure, water line breaks and thefts many home-
owners are looking to home monitoring and alarm services, as well as, new technology such as Wi-Fi enabled
home monitoring applications and devices. Some new versions of alarm systems and home monitoring web
based equipment provide instant feedback to your smart phone, including instant video and audio, readings for
activity, temperature, humidity, and even air quality.

These products are excellent for 24/7 security as long as your power is stable. However, your trusted
neighbor, friend or relative remains your best bet to avoid a catastrophe. Ideally, someone should be checking
on the home every other day. It literally takes 5 minutes to walk a home inclusive of the bathrooms, kitchen and
mechanical room and determine if there is anything wrong. A pre-planned, home based point of contact can
also respond to any alerts you may receive while you are gone and may even be copied on in the alerts.

Ultimately, the human element with a combination of electronic services or applications can alleviate huge
headaches for both homeowner and insurer during the winter months and save thousands dollars in property
damage. Be sure to check out some of the latest home devices and test them before going on your trip this
winter.

And yes, even with all of these handy gadgets available, you should still plan on buying your brother-in-

law his favorite dinner for checking on the house......
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MESSAGE FROM THE NAMIC CHAIRMAN

Serving as the NAMIC Chairman this past year has been a wonderful and hum-
bling experience for Marlene and I. We have traveled all around our great country
and met so many special people from our industry. The one constant thing that we
always welcomed was coming home again to see our family. We are blessed to
have 7 grandchildren with number 8 on the way. We pray for health and happiness
for our families but none of us know what our future holds.

For that reason Marlene and | are participating in a Head Shaving for St. Baldrick’s
at the NAMIC Convention in Vancouver. We don’t know what the future has in
store for our precious grandchildren or for the children and grandchildren of our
friends and colleagues. Who knows when any of us might hear the dreaded word
“cancer”? We believe all children should be able to grow up and turn their dreams
into realities and the research funded by St. Baldrick’s has the potential to impact
every child diagnosed with cancer.

In short, we are participating in the Head Shaving event to bring hope and inspira-
tion to children fighting cancer and also to protect the future of our own grandchil-
dren. They’re the inspiration behind our event and the reason we’re helping fund
childhood cancer research.

We invite you to join us and the community of families and supporters to champi-
on this worthy cause by making a contribution to help the children. Please visit
https://www.stbaldricks.org/participants/pmstueven to make your contribution to-
day.

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation is a volunteer-powered charity committed to funding
the most promising research to find cures for childhood cancers and give survivors
long, healthy lives. The St. Baldrick’s Foundation is committed to funding research
to find cures for childhood cancers and give survivors long, healthy lives. Each
year, 175,000 children are diagnosed with cancer. St. Baldrick’s has funded over
$178 million in grants, allowing the foundation to fund more in childhood cancer
research grants than any organization except the U.S. government.

Your care, consideration and contribution is greatly appreciated.

Faul and Marlcnc 5tucvcn
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~ Golf Winners ~ July 14, 2016 ~~ \

The 2016 MAFMIC Golf Outing took place once again at the Little Crow Country Club in Spicer,
MN. The event hosted 68 golfers and 16 teams! The sales for the putting contest, hit-the-green,
contest, and mulligans for the day totaled $1300.00! The weather was nice for golfing; cloudy,

cool and drizzly at times but a fun time was had by all!

Contest winners include:

Longest Drive: Pete Hellie Shortest Drive: Linda Jaskowiak
Longest Putt: Steve Severson Closest to the Pin: Bruce Kinnunen
Complimentary Golf Certificate: Mark Thorsland
Winners of Royal Renovations Game: Cory Hubbard, Dick Swanson, Joleen Podvin, & Justin
Pape
Putting Contest Titlist Pro-V Golf Balls: Don Hughes

MAFMIC would like to thank everyone for their generosity and making the day fun in the sun!

First Place Team

wade Boerboom, Mikel Nelson, Scott Second Flight Winners:
Briffett, Mark Noack, Mark Nelson Dean Kerfeld, Linda Jaskowiak, Michael

Jaskowiak, Aaron Cocking, & Brad Kullot

Third Flight Winners:

Wes Magnuson, Laurie Wellnitz, Mike Fourth Flight Winners:
Sagedahl & Bill Broberg Todd Bossuyt, Nick Hager, Gary Swearingen,

& Mike Flugum
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2017 MAFMIC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Name Telephone
Please print or type

Street Address:
City/State/Zip
Minnesota School Currently Attending

A certified copy of my high school transcript has been enclosed. YES NO

What post-secondary school do you plan to attend?

Have you been accepted for admission to this school? YES NO
If not, please indicate reason:

ESSAY: On a separate sheet of paper please address one of the following topics in 150 typed words or less.
1) Describe your involvement in school and community activities and what impact they have had.
2) Describe your life goals and objectives.

Parent’s Name

Parent’s Address

Parent’s Insurance Co (Mutual) Policy No

Agent’s Name Company phone

Please read carefully before signing: “I am applying for the MA FMIC Educational Scholarship. I have read and
understand the application criteria. I hereby certify that all the information provided by me on this application is true
and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that MAFMIC officials may verify information provided by me.”

Applicant Signature Date
Parent Signature Date
Mail to : MAFMIC Scholarship Committee

601 Elm Street East - PO Box 880
St. Joseph, MN 56374

Application must be postmarked by March 3rd to qualify.

Office Use Only Date Received Date Reviewed

Comments:










Agricultural Machinery Fire Losses
i Submitted by Justin Pape, RAM Mutual

&

National Farm Safety & Health Week
eptember i8.24 2015

The fall harvest season is just around the corner and this is also the time of year that combine fires are on the
rise. Combine and tractor fires are a problem that causes millions in property losses each year. Fires not only
cause large losses and down time but can cause serious injury or death.

There are two keys to preventing large machinery fires:
Prevention
Preparation in case a fire does break out

Machinery Fire Prevention

For a fire to occur, three things must be present: air, a material to burn, and a heat source. It's impossible to
eliminate air around a farm machine. So, farm machinery fire prevention focuses both on keeping the machine
clean of excess crop debris and eliminating all possible sources of heat that could lead to a fire. Paying
special attention to the engine compartment is important as this area is prone to moving parts, oil residue leaks
along with high temperatures during operation. This area has been a
problematic area for machinery fires.

A pressure washer should be used to remove all caked-on grease, oil, and
crop residue. A clean engine will run cooler, operate more efficiently, and
greatly reduce your chance for fire.

At the start of each day, and periodically throughout the day if needed, crop
debris should be blown off the machine with compressed air. A gas
powered leaf blower also works well for this and can be brought out to the
field. During this routine “blowdown” inspect bearings, belts, and other moving parts for an accumulation of
crop debris that may be wrapped around these problematic areas.

Eliminate Heat Sources

Combine and tractor fires can be caused by several heat sources. The most common is exhaust system
surfaces that contact any flammable material. Make sure the exhaust system, including the manifold, muffler,
and turbocharger, is in good condition and free of leaks.

When checking oil and performing other daily maintenance, quickly scan any exposed electrical wiring for
damage or signs of deterioration. Replace worn or malfunctioning electrical component with proper parts
from a dealer. If fuses are blowing, or a circuit intermittently cuts out, it's a good sign that there's a short or
loose connection in the system. The arcing electrical wires on a farm machine will generate extremely high
temperatures.

Keep an eye out for worn bearings, belts, and chains. A badly worn bearing can glow red-hot and ignite
rubber belts subjected to the intense heat. Failed bearings can cause spinning pulleys to rub against nearby
frame components or pulley arms generating sparks to ignite nearby combustibles.

Continued on Page 14













