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Food Assistance Advisory Committee Meeting
April 9, 2025 1:00pm – 2:30pm



Present
Aaron Czyzewski, Food Lifeline
Aja Bridge, Rural Resources Community Action 
Amanda Gilbert, The Salvation Army - Vancouver
Amanda, Orcas Food Bank, SJC
Angie Wood, Pike Market Senior Center & Food Bank
Carmen Méndez, Northwest Harvest
Claire Lane, Anti-Hunger and Nutrition Coalition
Derrick King, Skagit Valley Neighbors In Need
Emily Heemstra, Solid Ground
Emily Straw, Clark County Food Bank
Erik Mora, Blue Mountain Action Council Food Bank Director
Erin Kester, WSDA FA
Heidi Cobun, WSDA FA
Jay Wehmeyer, FISH
Jim Berry
Judy Jones, Thurston County Food Bank
Ken Trainor, Sunrise Outreach Center of Yakima
Kevin Perry, Port Angeles Food Bank
Kim Eads, WSDA FA
Kyla Tucker, WFC
Kyle Merslich, WSDA FA
Leslie Stewart, Seattle HSD
Lisa White, WSDA FA
Lisa, Des Moines Area Food Bank
Lonnie Walls, CDCAC
Mallorie Shellmer, WSDA
Michelle Douglas, Emergency Food Network Pierce County
Mike Hatada, WSDA Food Assistance
Paige Davis, SVNIN
Patricia Stecker, Saint Vincent de Paul Bremerton
Petra Vallila-Buchman, Ross Strategic (facilitator)
Sam Walker, Emergency Food Network
Taelor Nguyen, WSDA FA
Trish Twomey, WA Food Coalition  
	

Welcome and Get Settled
Erik Mora (Blue Mountain Action Council Food Bank Director and FAAC Chair) invited attendees to share their names and affiliations in the chat and to keep their screens on for the first 15 minutes.
Housekeeping
Erik invited the group to review and approve the January 2025 FAAC Meeting Minutes. Aja Bridge (Rural Resources Community Action) moved to approve the minutes, and Ken Trainor (Sunrise Outreach Center of Yakima) seconded the approval.
Trish Twomey (WA Food Coalition, WFC) welcomed a new staff member to the group. Welcome, Kyla Tucker!
Impromptu Networking
Petra Vallila-Buchman (facilitator) invited participants to join small conversation groups via Zoom breakout rooms for some impromptu networking. The prompts offered were: 
· What have you learned from navigating the uncertainty of this moment?
· Where are you turning these days to stay hopeful and inspired?
Updates from Around the State
Petra invited participants to reflect on areas of concern during the next three months. The conversation underscored the increasing demand for food assistance, declining donations, and the need for strategic planning to address these issues. Participants emphasized the importance of community engagement, collaboration, and advocacy to navigate the difficult times ahead. They expressed a sense of urgency and the need for clear, compelling messaging to advocate for support. Participants highlighted the importance of sharing knowledge and experiences to better prepare for the challenges ahead, with some noting the alarming prospect of rationing food supplies if cuts to SNAP and other programs come to fruition.
"Donors feel quiet this time compared with COVID—there's a sense of nervousness. We got through COVID because funding and donations increased, not because we simply rode it out."
Key Points Shared:
· Aaron Czyzewski, Food Lifeline: Highlighted the importance of the next three months due to the conclusion of the state legislative session and crucial developments in Congress. He emphasized the need for community collaboration and resilience, noting that the experience of banding together during the pandemic has brought new ways of working together. Aaron expressed hopefulness, acknowledging the significant challenges ahead but also the potential for collective action to address them.
· Erik Mora, Blue Mountain Action Council Food Bank Director and FAAC Chair: Shared that his organization is facing the need to reduce services, including cutting mobile pantry hours, due to a decrease in local donations of dry, shelf-stable goods. He mentioned that they are relying more on purchased produce and protein and are working closely with other local agencies to meet the demand. Erik expressed the difficulty of having to say no to requests for assistance and predicted that the next three months would involve more fundraising efforts to address the shortfall in food supplies.
· Angie Wood, Pike Market Senior Center & Food Bank: Echoed Erik's concerns, noting that the progress made over the past four to five years is at risk of being eroded. She highlighted the impact on the consistency and reliability of services, with reduced food purchasing power and more sporadic donations affecting the experience of clients at the food bank. Angie expressed sadness at the prospect of not being able to uphold commitments, such as providing frozen protein to clients every time they visit.
· Emily Heemstra, Solid Ground: Supported the sentiments shared by Erik and Angie, mentioning that more food banks have been reaching out for information on other food procurement resources. She shared an example of having to cancel a bulk order of eggs due to high costs and shifting the order to chicken instead. Emily emphasized the tough decisions being made in response to procurement challenges and the concern for maintaining adequate food supplies.
· Jay Wehmeyer, FISH: Reported a dramatic increase in client numbers, with the food bank serving over 8,000 people a month compared to 3,900 the previous year. He described the strain on resources, with clients now able to come only twice a month and take fewer items due to limited supplies. Jay noted that the food bank is receiving more clients from neighboring areas, including those carpooling from Grant County, highlighting the growing demand and insufficient supply.
· Michelle Douglas, Emergency Food Network Pierce County: Reflected on the difference in response compared to the COVID-19 pandemic, noting the lack of external support and the unrealistic expectation for nonprofits to fill the gap. She emphasized the need for collective advocacy and storytelling to communicate the severity of the situation. Michelle shared an example of the dramatic increase in costs, such as a truckload of oats rising by $4,000 over a weekend due to tariffs, and stressed the importance of bonding together to advocate for support.
· Emily Straw, Clark County Food Bank: Reiterated Michelle's points, noting the quietness of donors and the impact of economic uncertainty on community engagement. She emphasized the difference in community response compared to the COVID-19 pandemic and the need for updated messaging to reflect the current challenges. Emily highlighted the importance of reminding the community of how they came together during COVID-19 and the need for similar support now.
Legislative Updates and Discussion
Claire Lane, Anti-Hunger and Nutrition Coalition
Claire provided an overview of the state funding and policy context for food assistance. She highlighted the ongoing two-year budget writing process, emphasizing the state's unique requirement to balance the budget for four years. Despite facing a significant deficit estimated between $12 and $15 billion, both the House and Senate have fully funded the $93.25 million request for the Washington State Department of Agriculture's Food Assistance Program. Claire praised the collaborative efforts of various stakeholders for their advocacy and support. Additionally, she noted that the House and Senate budgets nearly fully fund the senior nutrition program at $27.96 million, close to the requested $35 million. However, the bill for free school meals for all was not passed due to budget constraints, although nearly $18 million annually has been allocated for free school meals in high-poverty schools.
Claire also discussed the challenges posed by the state's revenue proposals. Both the House and Senate have included significant new revenue proposals to address the deficit, with the Senate proposing more substantial new taxes. Governor Ferguson expressed concerns about the financial intangible tax, which could generate $4 billion but faces potential legal challenges. Claire urged attendees to advocate for protecting the hunger safety net and minimizing budget cuts by reaching out to lawmakers, particularly those on budget committees. She also highlighted ongoing legislative efforts, such as rent stabilization, and encouraged continued community engagement and advocacy.
On the federal level, Claire mentioned that Congress is taking up budget reconciliation, which sets spending and cut targets. She expressed concern over proposed cuts to SNAP, noting that the Senate's framework calls for $400 billion in cuts from the USDA, with $230 billion specifically from SNAP. Claire emphasized the difficulty of achieving such cuts without fundamentally changing the program and urged attendees to reach out to their congress members, especially Congressman Newhouse, to oppose these cuts. She highlighted the potential impact on Washington's 950,000 SNAP recipients and the broader implications for food security.
WSDA Updates
Kim Eads and Kyle Merslich, WSDA Food Assistance
During the meeting, Kim Eads and Kyle Merslich from WSDA Food Assistance provided updates. WSDA announced the opening of Food Assistance Resiliency Grants, which saw immediate interest with 68 applications started and three completed within the first few days. This reflects the high level of need among organizations. WSDA emphasized the streamlined application process and encouraged participation, noting that open office hours would be available for questions during the application period.
WSDA also discussed the current status of The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP). While TEFAP entitlement and bonus food allocations are down compared to last year, WSDA recently secured an additional $6 million in bonus food orders. However, the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) component of TEFAP, which has been a significant source of food, appears to be paused or stopped, with no formal notice of termination. This uncertainty adds to the anxiety surrounding future food supplies.
Regarding the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP), WSDA reported a lower final budget, which impacts the number of seniors served, although individual budgets remain unaffected. New income guidelines have been approved and will be posted on the WSDA website soon. 
WSDA is committed to providing gap funding to adjust for federal impacts, despite not knowing the exact state funding levels for the next fiscal year.
WSDA highlighted the significant reduction in TEFAP food supplies, with a notable decrease from $20 million worth of food last year to much less this year. Despite this, recent increases in bonus food orders provide some hope, with USDA showing support for these orders. WSDA will continue to monitor and update stakeholders on changes, emphasizing the rapid fluctuations in food supply levels.
Kim is inviting interested individuals to join a subcommittee focused on developing a process related to the next steps in community engagement efforts regarding future EFAP and EFAP-Tribal improvements (2027 – 2029 biennium). This subcommittee will be focused on providing input into the process and not developing possible EFAP and EFAP-Tribal future improvements. The following meeting participants noted their interest: Emily Heemstra, Solid Ground; Angie Wood, Pike Market Senior Center & Food Bank; Claire Lane, Anti-Hunger and Nutrition Coalition; and Sam Walker, Emergency Food Network.
FAAC in 2025
Erik Mora, Chair
Erik emphasized the importance of broad participation in committee meetings, encouraging all individuals working on food access and food assistance to attend. He stressed that having diverse voices in the room helps to better understand the challenges faced and fosters more effective solutions. Erik urged lead agencies to invite their sub-agencies to join the meetings to ensure maximum representation.
Regarding information distribution, Erik highlighted several key resources, including the WSDA What's New page and the WFC newsletter. He noted that engagement with the newsletter has been lower than desired and encouraged attendees to check their email inboxes for it, ensuring it doesn't end up in trash or junk folders. Erik also invited attendees to reach out to Trish to be added to the newsletter distribution list.
WFC Committee Updates
Nutrition Committee Updates, Trish Twomey, WFC
Trish provided an update on a recently released report, "Nutrition Policies in Washington State." The Washington Food Coalition (WFC) and the American Heart Association (AHA) collaborated with More Than Food Consulting (MTFC) to evaluate better practices in increasing access to healthy, nutritious, and culturally relevant foods through charitable food organizations in Washington State. The evaluation compared pantries with and without nutrition policies, revealing that those with policies were able to distribute more nutritious food. These policies influenced the types of donations accepted and the foods purchased and distributed. MTFC is led by Katie Martin, who previously served as a keynote speaker at a WFC conference. Trish mentioned that the findings were shared in a webinar attended by 610 people and highlighted in a recent Food Bank News article.
Good of the Order 
· Tuesday, April 22nd: WSDA General Focus Check-in meeting from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
· Wednesday, April 23rd: WFC Board meeting from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m.
· Friday, May 2nd: WSDA FA Lead Agency Check-in meeting from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
· September 17-19th: WFC Annual Conference in Kennewick, WA
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