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November Program at Lincoln Library Highlights
Sangamon County Poor Farm

Tuesday, November 18
5:30 pm at Lincoln Library -
Carnegie Room

The Sangamon County Poor Farm
operated near Buffalo from 1870 to
1944. For those 70-plus years, the
farm was, literally, the home of last
resort for Sangamon County’s
unluckiest residents — anyone who
was too old, poor or feeble to take
care of themselves and had no
friends or relatives willing to take
them in.

Mike Kienzler, the editor of
SangamonLink.org, the historical
society’s online encyclopedia, will
discuss the poor farm’s history, its
residents and its management.
Those attending this presentation
also will see long-lost portraits of
eight residents of the farm,
portraits that were drawn in 1912
or 1913 and then disappeared for
more than a century, until Kienzler
discovered them when researching
something else.

Mike Kienzler, a Springfield native,
spent not quite 40 years as an
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editor and reporter with The State Journal-
Register. After retiring in 2013, he became

SangamonLink’s founding editor.
SangamonLink now boasts more than 1,500 entries (and

counting) on all aspects of Sangamon County history.

Please make sure we have your
email address so you can stay up
to date! Winter cancellations are

possible - make sure you don’t

miss any notices!
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Paul Golladay of Sucker State Preservation
Foundation shared the work of the group in
restoring military gravestones. Did you know
that Illinois was known as the Sucker State
beginning in the 1820s? Abraham Lincoln in
1858 said, “Just think of such a sucker as me as
President.”

The work of the Foundation volunteers is
sanctioned by the U.S. Veterans Affairs and
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.
Golladay showed before and after pictures of
gravestones and told the stories of several
Civil War soldiers who are buried at Oak Ridge
Cemetery. Silas Sappington, a corporal in the
55th Massachusetts colored regiment during
the Civil War, came to Springfield and died
here in 1922. Noah E. Mendell was a captain in
the first Illinois 7th Infantry and was killed in
1862.

Golladay explained the cleaning process and
warned against anyone using “anything found
under a kitchen sink.” D/2 Biological Solution is
the appropriate chemical to use.

Golladay serves in the Illinois Army National
Guard as a Sergeant First Class and course
manager, instructor, and platoon trainer at the
Officer Candidate School. He served as
assistant curator at the Illinois State Military
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Museum, where he later supported recovery
efforts at the Louisiana National Guard
Museum in the aftermath of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.

Sucker State Preservation Foundation is a
501(c)(3) which is funded through donations.

All photographs by Ernie Slottag
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