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Underground Railroad 
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The Farmingdale
Presbyterian Church
graciously opened their
doors for our May 21
program. Over 70 people
came to hear about five
Underground Railroad
conductors from the 

st

upstate New York. Many were
abolitionists. Reverend
Billious Pond served as their
pastor during the journey.

Five men later became
Underground Railroad
Conductors: Billious Pond 

Farmingdale area, and after enjoying snacks after
the program, many drove to the nearby cemetery
where markers have been placed to remember
these brave souls.

John C. Ackerman,
Recorder of Deeds in
Tazewell County, spoke
about the four routes
slaves took through Illinois,
looking for freedom, and
the slow, treacherous
journey that was required.
The conductors, too,
quietly helped in the dark 

 of night, knowing they would be imprisoned for a
minimum of six months and fined $1000 if caught.
Ackerman, who served on the Illinois Legislature’s
Task Force, announced that the recommendation
to form a statewide commission passed both the
Senate and the House and is awaiting the
Governor’s signature. The goals are to connect the
many known pieces of information about the
Underground Railroad, track where markers have 

been placed, and create
programs and curriculum.

Susan Helm then shared
information about the
history of the settlement of
Farmingdale when 52 New
Englanders came to the
area in October 1833 after a
ten-week journey from 

(whose son had been accused of helping slaves
and through the help of Lincoln and Herndon
was found not guilty – the Lincoln Herndon law
partnership charged $5 for their work), Thomas
Galt (from Pennsylvania who became the first
pastor of the Farmingdale Church), Stephen
Child (a teacher who was known to take slaves
as far as sixty miles at night to their next stop),
Dr. John Lyman (from New Hampshire who was
an Army surgeon in the War of 1812), and Jay
Slater (from Massachusetts, whose home still
stands). A marker was also presented to Anna
Stone, current owner of the Slater home. 

Seventeen of
the settlers
signed the
document
opposing
slavery issued
by Elijah P.
Lovejoy. Lyman,
Child, and Pond 
attended Lovejoy’s 1837 anti-slavery
convention in Alton, Illinois. 

Our thanks to
Farmingdale Church
pastor, Steve Smith, for
welcoming us into their
church that is 191 years
old.

Photos by Ernie Slotag 



On the second floor of the Sangamon County
Courthouse, a new area has been designed to hold
art and history. The Sangamon County Historical
Society will be displaying items at various times in
the large glass display cases. Thanks to Board
member Stephanie Martin, the first display of all
buildings that were Sangamon County Courthouses
is now on exhibit. At a reception on May 13, Board
members Stephanie Martin, Kathy Hoffmann, Linda
Schneider, and Cinda Klickna attended. The Chair of
the Sangamon County Board thanked the work of
the Society. The exhibit will be on display for six
months. The next exhibit will focus on items made in
Sangamon County.
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@ÀėĂêăâĢĉă ,×Ă×Ģ×ėĹ
pêÍĢħė×ě

Photos above by Ernie Slotag 

Pictures to left by ????  
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Candidates for Directors: 

ŔŒŔŔ ÀăÓ çÀě ě×ėĲ×Ó Àě Ģç× ¯êÍ× pė×ěêÓ×ăĢ áĉė Ģç×
ĔÀěĢ Ĺ×Àėǡ wç× êě À ė×Ģêė×Ó ĉááêÍ× ÀÓĂêăêěĢėÀĢĉė
ĳêĢç Ģç× ¤ăêĲ×ėěêĢĹ ĉá Iüüêăĉêě wĔėêăâáê×üÓǡ

Linda Schneider 
Continued

Scott Pillsbury 
Continued

,çÀĔĢ×ė ĉá Ģç× Ă×ėêÍÀă 2êÀÌ×Ģ×ě ěěĉÍêÀĢêĉă
ÀăÓ Iüüêăĉêě Ă×ėêÍÀă 2êÀÌ×Ģ×ě ěěĉÍêÀĢêĉăǡ
eĢç×ė ĲĉüħăĢ××ė ėĉü×ě êăÍüħÓ× üêĢĢü× ü×Àâħ×
ÌÀě×ÌÀüü ÍĉÀÍçǢ ,ħÌ wÍĉħĢ ü×ÀÓ×ėǢ 6ü×Ă×ăĢÀėĹ
ěÍçĉĉü p~e Ă×ĂÌ×ėǢ wĔĉėĢě +ĉĉěĢ×ė ,üħÌ
pė×ěêÓ×ăĢ ÀĢ wĉħĢç×ÀěĢ Fêâç wÍçĉĉüǢ ÀăÓ +ĉÀėÓ
^×ĂÌ×ė ÀăÓ eááêÍ×ė áĉė Ģç× ĖħÀ wĔĉėĢě ,üħÌǡ
F× êě êă çêě ĢçêėÓ Ĺ×Àė Àě À w,Fw 2êė×ÍĢĉėǢ ÀăÓ ç×
ÍçÀêėě Ģç× AėÀăĢě ,ĉĂĂêĢĢ××ǡ

ěçü×Ĺ _êĔĔ×ėĢǲ
¶ĉââ×ėěĢ çÀě ĳĉėù×Ó
áĉė ĉė ĳêĢç ăĉăǲĔėĉáêĢě
áĉÍħěêăâ ĉă
×ăĲêėĉăĂ×ăĢÀü
×ÓħÍÀĢêĉă ÀăÓ çêěĢĉėêÍ
Ĕė×ě×ėĲÀĢêĉăǡ wç× êě À
ĲĉüħăĢ××ė FêěĢĉėêÍÀü
IăĢ×ėĔė×Ģ×ė ÀĢ XêăÍĉüăȈě

2Àĳă pçêüüêĔě ĳĉėùě áĉė Ģç×
Iüüêăĉêě 2×ĔÀėĢĂ×ăĢ ĉá FħĂÀă
w×ėĲêÍ× Àě AėÀăĢ ^ÀăÀâ×ėǡ wç×
çÀě ě×ėĲ×Ó ĉă ĲÀėêĉħě ÌĉÀėÓě
êăÍüħÓêăâ Ģç× wĔėêăâáê×üÓ
+Àüü×Ģ ,ĉĂĔÀăĹ ÀăÓ Ģç×
,ÀĔêĢĉü ė×À wĔĉėĢě
,ĉĂĂêěěêĉăǡ 2Àĳă ě×ėĲ×ě Àě
~ė×Àěħė×ė ĉá Ģç× ,ĉħăĢėĹ ,üħÌ

ŔŒœŔ ĳêĢç À áĉÍħě ĉă çêěĢĉėĹ ÀăÓ ÀăĢçėĉĔĉüĉâĹ
Íĉüü×ÍĢêĉăěǡ

wÀėÀçȈě ė×ě×ÀėÍç êăĢ×ė×ěĢě êăÍüħÓ× œśĢç Í×ăĢħėĹ
ěĉÍêÀü çêěĢĉėĹǢ ė×üêâêĉħě ÍħüĢħė×Ǣ ÀăÓ çêěĢĉėêÍ
áĉĉÓĳÀĹěǡ wç× ×ĸÀĂêă×ě çĉĳ ĉħė ×Ĳ×ėĹÓÀĹ
çÀÌêĢě êăáüħ×ăÍ× ÀăÓ Àė× êăáüħ×ăÍ×Ó ÌĹ Ģç×
ěĉÍê×ĢĹ êă ĳçêÍç ĳ× üêĲ×ǡ ě À Ăħě×ħĂ
Ĕėĉá×ěěêĉăÀüǢ ěç× ħě×ě ÀėĢêáÀÍĢě Ģĉ ç×üĔ
êăĲ×ěĢêâÀĢ× Ģçĉě× çÀÌêĢě ěĉ ĳ× ÍÀă ĂÀù× À
ÌėêÓâ× Ģĉ ĉħė ĔÀěĢ ÌĹ áĉėâêăâ ĢÀăâêÌü×
Íĉăă×ÍĢêĉăě Ģĉ êĢǡ

Sarah Adams 
Continued

Sam Sgro 
Continued

âÀêă×Ó ĲÀüħÀÌü× ×ĸĔ×ėê×ăÍ× êă áêăÀăÍêÀü
ĂÀăÀâ×Ă×ăĢ ÀăÓ ăĉĢǲáĉėǲĔėĉáêĢ ÀÍÍĉħăĢêăâǡ

^Àăĉė FĉĂ×ĉĳă×ėě ěěĉÍêÀĢêĉă ÀăÓ êě À
Ă×ĂÌ×ė ĉá Ģç× wĔėêăâáê×üÓ ,êĲêÍ AÀėÓ×ă ,üħÌ
ĳç×ė× ěç× ×ăöĉĹě Ó×ÍĉėÀĢêăâ ÀăÓ ĔėĉĲêÓêăâ Ģĉħėě
ÀĢ Ģç× 2ÀăÀ ~çĉĂÀě Fĉħě× Óħėêăâ Ģç× çĉüêÓÀĹěǡ

_×ĳ wÀü×Ă wĢÀĢ× FêěĢĉėêÍ ěêĢ× ÀăÓ À
,ĉĂĂêěěêĉă×ė ĉă Ģç× FêěĢĉėêÍ wêĢ×ě ,ĉĂĂêěěêĉă
áĉė ~ç× ,êĢĹ ĉá wĔėêăâáê×üÓ ĳç×ė× ěç× Àüěĉ ě×ėĲ×ě
Àě ,çÀêė ĉá Ģç× ,ĉĂĂħăêĢĹ 6ÓħÍÀĢêĉă
,ĉĂĂêĢĢ××ǡ ěçü×Ĺ ě×ėĲ×ě Àě Ģç× ŔŒŔŗ ,ĉǲÍçÀêė
áĉė ~ç× IX °ĉĂ×ă êă X×ÀÓ×ėěçêĔ wĹĂĔĉěêħĂǡ





wÀăâÀĂĉă ,ĉħăĢĹ FêěĢĉėêÍÀü wĉÍê×ĢĹ
pǡeǡ +ĉĸ śřŖŖǢ

wĔėêăâáê×üÓǢ IX ŘŔřśœǲśřŖŖ

s×Ģħėă w×ėĲêÍ× s×Ėħ×ěĢ×Ó

_ĉăǴĔėĉáêĢ eėâÀăêľÀĢêĉă
¤ǡwǡ pĉěĢÀâ×

p I2
p×ėĂêĢ _ĉǡ řřř

wĔėêăâáê×üÓǢ Iüüêăĉêě

June 2025                                       June 2025                                                June 2025                                            June 2025               

wÀăâÀĂĉă ,ĉħăĢĹ FêěĢĉėêÍÀü wĉÍê×ĢĹ ŔŒŔŖǲŔŒŔŗ ^6^+6swFIpǮ^6^+6swFIp s6_6° X @ĉėĂ

^Àêü Ģçêě áĉėĂ ĳêĢç Ĺĉħė Íç×Íù Ģĉ Ģç× wÀăâÀĂĉă ,ĉħăĢĹ FêěĢĉėêÍÀü wĉÍê×ĢĹǢ pǡeǡ +ĉĸ śřŖŖǢ wĔėêăâáê×üÓǢ

IX ŘŔřśœǲśřŖŖǡ eħė Ă×ĂÌ×ėěçêĔ Ĺ×Àė ėħăě áėĉĂ June 1 to May 31ǡ üü Ă×ĂÌ×ėěçêĔě ÍĉĲ×ė ÀÓħüĢě ÀăÓ

ÍçêüÓė×ă œŘ ÀăÓ ĉĲ×ė üêĲêăâ ÀĢ Ģç× ěÀĂ× ÀÓÓė×ěěǡ +× ěħė× Ģĉ üêěĢ Ģç×êė áħüü ăÀĂ×ěǡ pü×Àě× pėêăĢǡ

¶ĉħė @ħüü _ÀĂ× ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

wĔĉħě×ǮwêâăêáêÍÀăĢ eĢç×ė @êėěĢ _ÀĂ× ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

wĔĉħě×Ȃě ĂÀêÓ×ă ăÀĂ× ĳç×ė× ÀĔĔüêÍÀÌü× ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

¶ĉħė ×ǲĂÀêü ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

¶ĉħė ÀÓÓė×ěě ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

,êĢĹǢ wĢÀĢ× Ǣ »êĔǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ pçĉă×ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

,çĉĉě× ¶ĉħė X×Ĳ×ü ĉá ^×ĂÌ×ėěçêĔǣ ǶǶǶ s×âħüÀė ǷȢŕŒǸ ǶǶǶ pêĉă××ė ǷȢœŒŒǸ ǶǶǶ w×ĢĢü×ė ǷȢŔŗŒǸ

ǶǶǶ~ėÀêüÌüÀľ×ė ǷȢŗŒŒǸ ǶǶǶ Xêá×ĢêĂ× ǷȢřŒŒ ĉă×ǲĢêĂ× á××Ǹ ǶǶǶ ,ĉüü×â×Ǯ¤ăêĲ×ėěêĢĹ wĢħÓ×ăĢ ǷêăÓêĲêÓħÀüǸ ǷȢŔŒǸ

ǶǶǶ ~çêě êě À AI@~ Ƿ_ÀĂ× ĉá ė×ÍêĔê×ăĢǢ ĂÀêüêăâ ÀăÓ ×ǲĂÀêü ÀÓÓė×ěěǸǣ

ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

ǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ

ǶǶǶ I ÀĂ ÀÓÓêăâ À ÓĉăÀĢêĉă Ģĉ Ģç× wĉÍê×ĢĹ êă ÀÓÓêĢêĉă Ģĉ ĂĹ Ă×ĂÌ×ėěçêĔ êă Ģç× ÀĂĉħăĢ ĉá ȢǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶǶ


