





The Farmingdale
Presbyterian Church
graciously opened their
doors for our May 21*
program. Over 70 people
came to hear about five
Underground Railroad
conductors from the
Farmingdale area, and after enjoying snacks after
the program, many drove to the nearby cemetery
where markers have been placed to remember
these brave souls.

John C. Ackerman,
Recorder of Deeds in
Tazewell County, spoke
about the four routes
slaves took through Illinois,
looking for freedom, and
the slow, treacherous
journey that was required.
The conductors, too,
quietly helped in the dark

of night, knowing they would be imprisoned for a
minimum of six months and fined $1000 if caught.
Ackerman, who served on the Illinois Legislature’s
Task Force, announced that the recommendation
to form a statewide commission passed both the
Senate and the House and is awaiting the
Governor’s signature. The goals are to connect the
many known pieces of information about the

Underground Railroad, track where markers have
been placed, and create

programs and curriculum.

Susan Helm then shared
information about the
history of the settlement of
Farmingdale when 52 New
Englanders came to the
area in October 1833 after a
ten-week journey from
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‘T upstate New York. Many were
abolitionists. Reverend
Billious Pond served as their
pastor during the journey.

Five men later became

- Stepnenchia Underground Railroad
EEEEee L Conductors: Billious Pond
(whose son had been accused of helping slaves
and through the help of Lincoln and Herndon
was found not guilty - the Lincoln Herndon law
partnership charged $5 for their work), Thomas
Galt (from Pennsylvania who became the first
pastor of the Farmingdale Church), Stephen
Child (a teacher who was known to take slaves
as far as sixty miles at night to their next stop),
Dr. John Lyman (from New Hampshire who was
an Army surgeon in the War of 1812), and Jay
Slater (from Massachusetts, whose home still
stands). A marker was also presented to Anna
Stone, current owner of the Slater home.

Seventeen of

the settlers

signed the

document

opposing

slavery issued

by Elijah P.

Lovejoy. Lyman,

Child, and Pond

attended Lovejoy’s 1837 anti-slavery
convention in Alton, Illinois.

Our thanks to
Farmingdale Church
pastor, Steve Smith, for
welcoming us into their
church that is 191 years
old.

Photos by Ernie Slotag
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On the second floor of the Sangamon County
Courthouse, a new area has been designed to hold
art and history. The Sangamon County Historical
Society will be displaying items at various times in
the large glass display cases. Thanks to Board
member Stephanie Martin, the first display of all
buildings that were Sangamon County Courthouses
is now on exhibit. At a reception on May 13, Board
members Stephanie Martin, Kathy Hoffmann, Linda
Schneider, and Cinda Klickna attended. The Chair of
the Sangamon County Board thanked the work of
the Society. The exhibit will be on display for six
months. The next exhibit will focus on items made in
Sangamon County.

Photos above by Ernie Slotag

Pictures to left by ??77?
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SUMMER CELEBRATION -
HONORS AND SALUTES

VINEGAR HILL MALL
107 W. COOK ST. | SPRINGFIELD, IL

ENJOY HORS D’OEUVRES AND DRINKS, HEAR ABOUT THE HISTORY OF VINEGAR HILL
MALL (ONCE THE EDWARDS & CHAPMAN LAUNDRY, OPENED IN 1905), CELEBRATE
THE SCHS’S GRANT RECIPIENTS, HONOR OUTGOING SCHS BOARD MEMBERS AND

SALUTE NEW BOARD MEMBERS AND OFFICERS.

REGISTER ONLINEEWWW.MEMBERS.SANCOHIS.ORG/EVENT-CALENDAR
EMAIL: SCHSOFFICE@QGMAIL.COM
MAIL TO: P.O. BOX 9744 | SPRINGFIELD, IL 62791-9744

Name:

Email:

Phone:

# Tickets___ @ $35 per person=%
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