Leadership Grow

PALM BEACH COUNTY

Leadership Palm Beach County Grow -
A Leadership Program for High School Juniors

Studentsmustapplyintheirsophomoreyearandifaccepted, willparticipate intheirjunior
year. Theprogramisheldat various locations throughout the countyandisheld one school day
permonth 7:30a.m. to3:30p.m. Astudentsattendance in Growwillbe markedasan excused
absence from school.

Program Overview

Eachyear, LeadershipPalmBeachCounty(Leadership PBC)invitesmotivatedhighschool
studentsto participate in the Leadership PBC Grow Program, aleadership development
experience designed to cultivate civic-minded leaders and inspire positive impact
throughout Palm Beach County.

TheSelectionCommittee seeksadiversegroup of studentsrepresentingawide range of
schools, neighborhoods, interests, and backgrounds. While participants may differin
academic focus or extracurricular involvement, all selected students demonstrate:

e Agenuineinterestinimprovingtheircommunity

¢ Involvementorinitiativeinschoolorcommunityactivities

e Adesiretodevelopleadership, teamwork,and communication skills

e Strongcharacter, responsibility, andintegrity

e Willingnesstolearnaboutlocalissuesand collaborate with others

e Motivationtocontinuegrowingasaleaderbeyondthe program

Through education, hands-on experiences, and collaboration with peersand mentors,
students deepen their understanding of community challenges and build skills that prepare
them for future leadership roles.

About Leadership Palm Beach County
LeadershipPalmBeach Countyisanonprofitorganizationthatbringstogetherleaders from
the public, private, nonprofit, and youth sectors to strengthen the community.
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PALM BEACH COUNTY

Since 1983, LeadershipPBC hasprepared more than2,000adultandyouthleadersfor
lifelonginvolvementin civic leadership and service throughout Palm Beach County.

Program Structure
ThelLeadershipEngage Student Programisaschool-yearprogramfocusedonleadership
skill development and community awareness.
e Studentsparticipateinstructuredsessionsthroughoutthe academicyear.
e Sessionsexploretopicssuchaseducation, publicsafety, healthcare, the
environment, and community service.

Student Benefits
Participants will:
e Learnaboutkeychallengesandopportunitiesin Palm Beach County.
e Buildleadership,communication,andcritical-thinkingskills.
e Developteamworkandcollaborationexperience.
e (Gainexposuretocommunityleadersandrole models.
e Strengthencollege, scholarship, and future programapplications.
e Buildconfidenceandastrongsenseof civicresponsibility.

Eligibility & Selection Criteria

Leadership PBC seeks studentswho demonstrate:

Leadership potentialin school, extracurricular, volunteer, or community settings.
Initiative, responsibility, and follow-through.

Curiosity about community issues.

Apositive attitudeandwillingnessto participate fully.

ApplicationsarereviewedbyaSelectionCommitteeandscoredbasedonessayresponses
and overallinvolvement. References may be contacted.

Applications are due by Friday, April 3, 2026, at 5 p.m.
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PALM BEACH COUNTY

Eligibility Requirements:
e Applicantsmustbe currenthighschoolsophomores(10thgrade)toapply.
e Applicants must obtain permission fromtheir school principal to participateinthe
program.

Time Commitment
Studentsshouldapplyonlyiftheyareabletomeetallprogramrequirements. Participation in
scheduled activities is essential to the success of the program.

Program Schedule:

e September 15, 2026- Orientation

e September 26, 2026 - Opening Retreat/Ropes Course
e (October1, 2026 - Civics Day

e Novemberb, 2026 - Health & Human Services Day
e December 3, 2026 - Environment Day

e January 7, 2027 - Public Safety Day

e February 4, 2027 - Media & Arts Day

e March 4, 2027 - Agriculture Day

e April1,2027 - Business & Marine Industries Day

e April 20,2027 - Graduation

Attendance Expectations:
e Attendanceatallscheduledsessionsisexpected
e Oneexcusedabsence maybe permitted
e Participationintheopeningretreatandgraduationceremonyismandatory
e Studentsareresponsibleforcoordinatingwiththeirschooland obtaining principal
approval for participation

Tuition & Financial Support
Tuitionisfullycoveredforacceptedstudents.

Applications are due by Friday, April 3, 2026, at 5 p.m.
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PALM BEACH COUNTY

Student Application Information
Theapplication helpsreviewers understand each student’'s background, interests, and
leadership potential.

Applicant Name:

Section 1: School & Activity Experience

Describe yourinvolvementinschool, clubs, sports, volunteer work, part-time jobs, or
leadershiproles. Listup tofive activities that best demonstrate responsibility or leadership.
(Examplesinclude student government, clubs, athletics, tutoring, community service, faith-
based activities, or school organizations.)

Section 1A: Student Employment (If Applicable)

Ifyouhave heldapart-time, seasonal, orsummerjob, internship, orworkedinafamily
business, list up to two positions. Employmentisnotrequiredfor this program; this section
helpsreviewersunderstandyourresponsibilities, timemanagement,andwork ethic.

Employer/Organization Position/Role | Responsibilities & Skills Learned Dates
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PALM BEACH COUNTY

Applicant Name: Section

2: Education

Provide your current school, grade level,andanyacademic honorsorachievements.
Current School: Grade Level:

AcademicHonors/Achievements:

Section 3: Leadership Essays
Provide as aseparate Microsoft Word attachment. (200-250 words each.)

3.1 Leadership Experience

Describeatime whenyoudemonstratedleadershipat school, inanactivity, orinyour
community. Whatactionsdidyoutake, andwhat wastheresult?(Youcandescribeupto3
examples.)

3.2 Collaboration & Teamwork
Describe asituationwhereyouworked with othersto solve aproblemorachieveagoal. How
didyou contribute, and what didyoulearn?

33 Community Issue Awareness
IdentifyanissuefacingPalmBeachCountyoryourlocalcommunity. Whyisitimportant,
and how could students help address it?

34 Leadership Growth
Explainhowyouareworkingtoimproveyourselfasaleader.Include classes, clubs, mentors, or
experiencesthat have helpedyougrow.

3.5 Initiative or Vision
Describeatimeyoutookinitiative, triedsomethingnew, ortookariskthatledtoapositive

outcome.

Applications are due by Friday, April 3, 2026, at 5 p.m.
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PALM BEACH COUNTY

3.6 Contribution to the Class
What makesyouunique? Describe the perspective, strengths, or experiencesyouwould bring
to the Leadership Engage Student class.

Letter of Recommendation (Optionalbut Encouraged)
Applicants may submit one (1) letter of recommendation. The
letter may be written by:
e Aschoolcounselor
e Ateacherorschooladministrator
e Abusiness, nonprofit, orcommunityleader familiar with the student

Guidelines for recommendation letters:
e Maximumlength: one page
e Mustbesignedandinclude therecommender'stitleand contactinformation
e Recommendation letters should be emailed directly to
GrowApply@LeadershipPBC.org with email subjectline: Student Recommendation -
Applicant Name

Guidelines for Grow student applications:
e ApplyingforLeadershipGrowisa2-stepprocess-completetheonlineapplication
HERE.
e Thispaperapplicationwhichincludestheessayportionshouldbeemailedallin
one document -NOT as separate attachments-to
GrowApply@LeadershipPBC.orgwith YOURNAME inthe subjectline.

Applications are due by Friday, April 3, 2026, at 5 p.m.
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Principal Approval Statement (Required)
Participation in the Leadership Engage Student Program requires approval from the
student’'sschoolprincipalduetoprogramactivitiesoccurringduringtheacademicyear.

Principal Approval Statement:

Iconfirmthatlamthe principalorauthorized schooladministratorforthe studentnamed

below.lapproveofthisstudent'sparticipationinthe Leadership Engage StudentProgram
duringthe 2026-2027academicyearandacknowledge that participationmayrequire the
student to be absent from school for approved program activities.

Student Name:

School:

Principal/Administrator Name:

Title: Signature:
Date: Phone:
Email:

Student & Parent/Guardian Commitment
By applying, the studentand parent/guardian understand and agree that:
e Fullparticipation, respectfulbehavior,and engagement arerequired.
e Attendanceexpectationsmustbemettocompletethe program.
e School principal approval is required for participation.
e Parents/quardianssupport the student’s time commitmentand participation.

Signaturesfromboththestudentandaparent/quardianarerequiredifthestudentis
accepted.

Contact Information
LeadershipPalmBeachCounty

Office:(561)833-4321
Email: GrowApply@L eadershipPBC.org
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