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We @ Our River
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Water Code
Monitoring Efforts
Drought Impacts

Moving Forward
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Spokane River
SVRP Rule

« WAC 173-557
* Adopted 2015

* Challenged and upheld by the
State Supreme Court in 2020

* One interruptible right issued

* Impairment considered on
changes/transfers

e Can’t curtail senior rights when
flows drop
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Altitude of water level, in feet, of the Spokane Valley-
Rathdrum Prairie aquifer. September 2004—
Datum is North American Vertical Datum of 1988
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Groundwater Level
Trends

- using custom time span -
January 1, 1920 - September 11, 2025
Depth to water level, feet below land surface
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- using custom time span -
January 1,2015 - September 11, 2025
Depth to water level, feet below land surface

Nov 2015 May 2017

Nov 2018 Jun 2020 Dec 2021 Jun 2023 Jan 2025

 Remarkably stable over period of record

* Possible moderate declines over last decade



Metering &
Reporting

e Older water rights don’t tend
to require metering/reporting

* Orders issued to largest users
in 2025

 Many users already report to
DOH

Site visits starting next month

New data gathering effort
with partners



Drought Impacts

Anticipate low stream flows
Early curtailment in Little Spokane

Funds available with match, must
respond to current impacts

Public outreach encouraging
conservation

Discharge incfa
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Jaime Short

Jaime.short@ecy.wa.gov

509-990-7636
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