
Spokane Riverkeeper’s mission is to protect, preserve, and 
restore the Spokane River for future generations. 







Upper Spokane River – T w o P r im ar y  Sour ces:

LAKE COEUR D’ALENE SPOKANE VALLEY RATHDRUM PRAIRIE AQUIFER



Data Source: Spokane Valley Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer Atlas

https://www.spokanecounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/3178/2015-Edition-SVRP-Aquifer-Atlas-PDF


Data Source: Spokane Valley Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer Atlas

https://www.spokanecounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/3178/2015-Edition-SVRP-Aquifer-Atlas-PDF




Avista FERC License for Post Falls
• 600 cfs  minimum dis charge 6/7 until day after Labor Day 

• Reduce to 500 cfs  if lake level falls  below 2,127.75 feet during s ummer full-
pool period







8/23/2005
598 cfs





FREQUENT RIVER 
DROUGHTS –
Low flows

A drought is a prolonged or chronic shortage of water

Spokane River is starved of water from its two sources:

• Lake Coeur d'Alene

• SVRP Aquifer.

Drought Causes:

• Insufficient snowpack in Idaho – less water out of Lake 
Coeur d'Alene

• Early season loss of snowpack – less water in Lake Coeur 
d'Alene

• Inefficient use of SVRPA and over-consumption that 
competes with the Spokane River for water in gaining reach 
during critical low -flow season.

Bowl & Pitcher, August 2015, 620 cfs. Photo courtesy of Sierra Club.



THANK YOU!

Follow us on Social Media
@spokaneriverkeeper

Join Our Email List

Katelyn Scott
Water Protector

katy@spokaneriverkeeper.org
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